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EMPEROR'S VISIT TO PRINCE CH‘UN. 

January 1st.—(1) Court CrrcuLar.—At 
half-past six to-morrow morning the Em- 
peror will make incense offerings in the Ta- 
kao Tien, after which he will return to the 
palace for the transaction of business. Af- 
ter he has taken breakfast and given audi- 
ence to his Ministers, His Majesty will leave 
the palace by the Shén-wu Gate and pro- 
ceed through the Hsi-an Gate to pay a visit 
to Prince Ch‘un, returning by the same 
line of route. 


MURDER OF A BROTHER ARISING OUT OF AN 
INTRIGUE WIIH A SISTER-IN-LAW. 

(2) Wan Fu-chang and Wan Fu-liang 
were two brothers who lived and kept sepa- 
rate establishments in the Chien-wei district 
of Szechuen. ‘The elder brother, Wan- 
Fu-chang, was married, and his wife and 
the younger brother were in the habit 
of seeing each other without any for- 
mality. One day, about two years ago, 
they took advantage of Wan Fu-chang’s 
absence at a fair and entered into improper 
relations, which were repeated on subse- 
quent occasions. The younger brother, 
however, found that Wan Fu-chang’s exist- 
ence was a bar to the continuance of the 
intrigue with his sister-in-law, and decided 
that he must be got out of the way. The 
elder brother was much the stronger man of 
the two, and the younger felt that he was 
no match for him single-handed. The 
woman, too, was not likely to take part 
against her husband, with whom she kept 
on good terms. He accordingly persuaded 
an idle vagrant named Hai-Yiian-pa to assist 
him in the deed, and promised him 10 tiaos 
when it was accomplished. One night when 
his wife was away visiting some friends, 
Wan Fu-chang came home drunk from 
a fair, and the men found the oppor- 
tunity they had been waiting for. Armed 
with a hammer, Hai Yiian-pa went up to 
the window of the room in which his vic- 
tim was fast sleep and dealt him the first 
blow. He then handed the hammer to 
his companion, who beat out his brother's 
brains. Wan Fu-liang turned informer, 
and for a time succeeded in convincing the 
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authorities that the crime was the sole act 
of Hai Yiian-pa, but his own part in the 
transaction was afterwards fully established. 
He was arraigned on a number of different 
counts, and was condemned to death by the 
slow and painful progress for the murder 
of a person related to him within the second 
degree of mourning. The woman was ac- 
quitted of all knowledge of the murder of her 
husband, and was condemned to strangula- 
tionforcommitting adultery with her brother 
in-law. Hai Yiian-pa was sentenced to stran- 
gulation after the autumn assizes for his part 
as abettor and accomplice in the crime. 
ANNUAL CRUISE IN THE WATERS OF FUHKIEN, 
January 2nd.—In conformity with 
standing orders the Admirals in the 
provinces along the sea-board are obliged 
to take an annual cruise of inspection in 
the waters under their jurisdiction, and 
furnish the Throne with a report on the 
subject. P‘éng Ch‘u-han, the Admiral of 
Fuhkien, whose station is at Amoy, forwards 
a detailed account of a tour extending over 
six months which he made among the 
creeks, islands, and inlets along the coast of 
the province. He himself went in the 
steamer Shén-hang, and he had under his 
command a number of native cruisers which 
accompanied him. He mentions inciden- 
tally that he found the ‘Stranding 
Regulations,” which were published under 
orders from the Tsung-li Yamén duly 
posted at every stage of his journey. 
Early in the present year four Krupp guns 
were brought from Foochow, and placed in 
three open forts of concrete work which 
were built for their reception in strategic 
positions near Amoy. On his return 
journey the Admiral took occasion to visit 
the forts, and found that the arrangements 
connected with their construction had been 
satisfactorily carried out, and that drill 
was being properly attended to by the 
officers in command. 
RESTORATION OF SHANGTUNG PORTION OF THE 
YELLOW RIVER. ESTIMATED COST OF. 
January 3rd.—As late as the 13th of 
November last the Governor of Shantung 
addressed a Memorial to the Throne re- 


presenting the impossibility of bringing 
the Yellow River back into his province, 
and advocating strongly the restoration 
of the old southern course. The question 
was referred to -the consideration of a 
committee of which Li Hung-tsao was the 
principal member. In the meantime, the 
Director of one of the Metropolitan Courts 
requested that instructions should be issued 
forthwith for the repair of the Shantung 
portion of the river, and the governor of 
the province was directed to lose no time in 
having the bed deepened and all the neces- 
sary arrangements made for its receiving 
the body of the water as soon as the breach 
at Chéng Chou was closed. The Governor, 
whose instructions were couched in some- 
what peremptory terms, explains that in 
advocating the restoration of theold southern 
course he had in view a permanent solution 
of the question based upon grounds of public 
policy. He acknowledges, however, that 
if the restoration of the old course, which 
is still under consideration, is not under- 
taken before the breach is closed, the only 
outlet for the water will probably be through 
Shantung, and he has no course left but to 
carry out the frequent instuctions he has 
received and set about clearing out the bed 
of the river. Even before the current of 
the river was diverted to the south, its 
course through Shantung was so obstructed 
that an overflow was a constant source of 
anxiety, and since the occurrence of the 
breach at Chéng Chou, the accretions in 
this part of its bed have increased enor- 
mously. From the reports received by 
officers sent to make a survey, it appears 
that the mud-flats in the course of the river 
attain a height of from five to nine feet. 
From Chia-chuang at Ts‘ao Chou, where 
the rive enters Shantung, to Liching 
where it meets the sea, its length is 1,000 
li, and to restore the whole bed to it 
former condition would require a supply 
of men and money far beyond what is 
procurable at present. It is, therefore, 
proposed to adopt the system of cutting 
channels, which was applied in olden 
times to the clearance of watercourses. 
Where the ‘‘ trough” of the water is still 
existing, two channels will be cut, one on 
either side of it at about a distance of five 
chang apart, in the shape of the character 


Jil. In places where the trough is filled up, 
or at bends in the course where it is too 
close to one of the banks, a main channel 
will be cut straight down the centre of 
the bed, with a channel on either side, 
as described above. These channels will 
be five chang broad at the top, three 
chang at the bottom. and one chang or 
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a little less in depth according to the 
extent of the alluvial accretion. The idea 
is that when the river is diverted back into 
its former bed, the sand banks between 
the various channels will be gradually 
swept away by the action of the water. 
The expense of carrying out this pro- 
posal is estimated at Tls. 890,000. On 
the northern bank of the upper part of 
the river in Shantung there is the great 
Chin embankment, which forms the entire 
protection of Chihli and runs for a distance 
of 1141. During the freshets of last au- 
tumn it was so strained by the pressure of 
the water that it was only by devising every 
conceivable plan for securing it that an 
overflow was prevented. It must, there- 
fore, be strengthened before the river is 
diverted back to its former course, and the 
following are the measures proposed for its 
better security. It is to be raised six or 
seven feet in height, and to be made 
eight chang broader at the base and two 
chang brother at the submit. It is also 
to be extended eighteen li in order to 
connect one of its ends with the Grand 
Canal, and a cross embankment is to be 
carried for a distance of 50 li to prevent the 
water of the river from flowing into the 
canal. The estimated cost of the above 
work is Tls. 210,000.. On the lower part 
of the river there are large embankments on 
the northern side from the Tung-ho to the 
Ch‘i-ho district, and again from Ma Chia- 
chuang in the Li-ching district to Ts ‘ao-wei. 
On the southern side the embankments 
extend from the Ch‘ang-ch‘ing to the Li- 
ching district, the total length of those on 
both sides being over 600 li. The question 
of repairing them had already formed the 
subject of a state paper written a year ago, 
and the estimated expenditure of the 
work is Tls. 420,000. In addition to the 
above there are the numerous private 
embankments, the repairs to which must 
be on a corresponding scale if they are to 
be maintained in a condition fit to with- 
stand the violence of the water. The cost 
of this will, it is estimated, amount to Tls. 
350,000. Excluding, therefore, the renewal 
of the fascines, which have generally be- 
come damaged by exposure to the weather, 
and sundry other repairs of which no 
estimate has yet been made, the proposed 
work will entail a total expenditure of Tls. 
1,870,000. Some portion of it may possibly 
admit of being postponed for a time, and 
on this point the Governor will ask liberty 
to address the Throne on a later occasion. 
In the meantime, he requests that the Board 
may be instructed to consider the question 
of raising the necessary funds, 
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PENALTY FOR NEGLECT TO ELEVATE CHARAC- 
TERS REFERRING TO FORMER EMPERORS. 
(2) A Decree.—In two Memorials pre- 

sented by the Censor Chin Shou-sung he 

quotes Decrees issued by K ‘ang Hsi, Ch‘ien 

Lung, and Chia Ch‘ien, and omits to elevate 

any of the characters after the first column. 

For this gross impropriety We command 

that he be handed to the Board for the 

determination of a penalty. 
POSTHUMOUS DISTINCTIONS TO AM OFFICER 
WHO WAS ASSASSINATED BY REBELS. 
January 4th.—Some months ago the 
P‘u-ch‘eng district in Fuhkien was the 
scene of a rising of the ko lao sect, a number 
of the ringleaders in which were captured 
and summarily executed. The disturbance 
caused considerable excitement, and an 
expectant Prefect named Huang Po was 
sent to organize the tithing system in the 
locality and take measures generally for 
the restoration of order. He was making 
good progress in the repression of lawless- 
ness, when the Viceroy at Foochow was 
greatly shocked to learn by telegram of his 
assassination on tha 15th September last. 
It appears that he was on the bench en- 
quiring into a gambling case, when a number 
of ruffians burst in and covered him with 
severe wounds, from the effects of which he 
died in a few days. Some officers who 
came to his rescue were also wounded, and 
the assassins made their escape. The 
ringleader was the brother of one of the 
society men who had been beheaded, to 
avenge whose death the crime was com- 
mitted. He is still at large, but several of 
his confederates were arrested and con- 
fessed their guilt. The deceased officer 
was very popular in the district, and a 
petition signed by 170 of the gentry sets 
forth the great value of his services and the 
sympathy felt for his loss. He is the 
second member of the same family who 
has lost his life in the loyal service of 
his country, his brother having been 
killed in 1870 in an engagement with 
rebels in Kueichow. As a comfort to the 
soul of the departed and a stimulus to 
similar devotion in others, the Viceroy asks 
that posthumous honours of a distinguished 
nature may be awarded to Huang Po. The 

Imperial Decree, issued in reply, accedes 

to this request, and directs that the most 

active measures be taken for the apprehen- 
sion of one and all of the miscreant band 
who perpetrated such a diabolical outrage. 
MOVEMENTS OF DALAI LAMA. 

January 5th.—(1) For the summer half 
of the year the Dalai Lama removes his 
residence to the groves of Lo-pu-ling-kang, 
and at the beginning of winter he returns 


Google 








to his home at Mount Potola. The Imperial 
Resident at Lhassa has standing orders to 
report his movements to the Court at Peking, 
and Wén Shuo, the present incumbent of 
the post, now informs the Throne that the 
Dalai Lama has returned to Potola, where he 
paid hima visit on the 25th of Octuber last. 


DEATH OF A MEMBER OF THE CHINESE LEGA- 
TION IN JAPAN. POSTHUMOUS HONOURS 
SOLICITED FOR DECRASED. 

(2) Hsii Ch‘én-tsn, the Chinese Minister 
in Japan, reports the death on the 20th 
September last of Ch‘én Yen-fan, one of 
his chancellievs, who during a term of seven 
years’ service in Japan gave proof of great 
industry and ability in the management of 
diplomatic questions. His illness began 
with a bronchial affection which he con- 
tracted last winter in the damp climate of 
Japan, and which gradually undermined his 
constitution. The Minister quotes several 
cases in which posthumous honours were 
awarded to members of the Legation who 
died at their pvust, and he ask that a 
similar distinction may be accorded to the 
deceased. 


EXPENDITURE OF IMPERIAL MANUFACTORY 
SOOCHOW. 


(3) To cover the cost of the materials 
supplied for Imperial use to the Court 
Household, the Superintendent of the 
Factory at Soochow draws from the pro- 
vincial treasury an annualsum of Tls.30,000, 
with a further allowance of Tls.2,500 for 
intercalary periods. The question of reduc- 
ing the expenditure on silk and other mater- 
ials having been under the consideration 
of the Board, the accounts of the establish- 
ment have not been furnished for the past 
three years. The present Superintendent 
now reports that the receipts during the 
above period amounted to Tls.92,500 and 
that the cost of materials furnished to 
the Court, including packing, was Tls. 
95,226.6.9.5 Showing a delicit of Ts. 
2,726.6.95 which will be debited to the 
account of the following year. 

January 6th.—No documents of interest. 


REPAIRS TO BANK OF CH‘IN RIVER IN HONAN, 
January Yth.—({1) The Governor of 
Honan presents a report concerning the 
closing of a breach in the embankment of 
the Ch‘in River, which runs into the 
Yellow River from the North at no great 
distrance from Cheng Chou. The gap tobe 
repaired is 1,400 feet in length. It was 
doubtless made by the great flood, when the 
course of the Yellow River was diverted last 
September. The estimated cost of the work . 
is Tls. 170,000. There is naturally much 





difficulty in providing funds and procuring 
materials, because the operations must be 
conducted concurrently with those for re- 
pairing the great breach in the bank of the 
Yellow River. 
REWARDS TO OFFICERS FOR SERVICE IN 
LEGATION AT BERLIN. 

(2) The late Chinese Minister in Ger- 
many presents a list of officers who have 
been attached to the Legation in Berlin for 
a period of three years, and whom he there- 
fore recommends for promotion or other 
reward, The list comprises two second 
class secretaries, Colonel Ch‘en Chi-t‘ung 
and a Taotai named Shu-wen, four attachés, 
Yang Chao-yun, Wang Hung-t‘ing. Wang 
Wen-mo, and Chu Tsung-hsiang, who hold 
the rank of Prefect, Sub-prefect or Magis- 
trate, and one third-class interpreter, Wen- 

PURELY ACCIDENTAL HOMICIDE. 

January 8th.—(1) The Administrator of 
the Government of Ili presents a report 
giving an account of the trial of an ofticer 
named Hsi-shang for shooting and killing 
a boy in his employ called Li Ting-sheng- 
tzi. In the first instance an inquest was 
held on the body of the deceased, which 
was found to have been pierced by a bullet 
which entered on the left side. The wound 
was undoubtedly received during life-time, 
and was also certainly the cause of death. 
Afterwards, the parties were assembled, 
and the prisoner, Hsi-shang, was put upon 
his trial. According to the statement made 
by him in court, he was a native of the 
Province of Kirin. He had gone to Ili in 
1871 as a common soldier in a Manchurian 
regiment, and had gradually been promoted 
to the rank of captain. In 1885 he was still” 
stationed with his regiment in Ili, and the 
deceased was a servant inhis employ. The 
father of the deceased was a native of the 
same part of the country as the prisoner, 
to whose care he entrusted his son because 
he himself was very poor and not able to 
support him. The boy was thirteen years 
old, and was a very careful and industrious 
servant. One day the prisoner was slightly 
indisposed and sent for a doctor to come 
and see him. When the doctor arrived, a 
foreign rifle was lying on the table, where 
it had been placed by a soldier to whom it 
belonged. The prisoner thought it would 
be in the doctor’s way and took it up with 
the intention of hanging it on the wall. 
He was not aware that it was loaded, 
as unfortunately was the case, and he 
accidentally pulled or struck the trigger, 
and so let it off. At the moment the de- 
ceased was just outside the room, bringing 
in some tea. The bullet passed through 
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the hanging door-screen and struck him in 
the left ribs, completely traversing his body 
and going out on the right side. After a 
few hours he died from the effects of the 
wound. The prisoner did not attempt to 
deny that the deceased was killed by his 
hand, but he declared that the act was 
perfectly unintentional. The boy’s father 
deposed that the prisoner had always treated 
his son kindly and had no grudge against 
him. The story was also corroborated by 
the medical man, who had been an eye- 
witness of what occurred, and by the 
soldier who had placed the gun upon 
the table. The witnesses were all re- 
examined by the memorialist himself who 
found them to adhere unswervingly to their 
statements. As, morever, during the long 
period since the prisoner entered the 
army in the lowest ranks, he has never 
been known to give way to wine or to 
misconduct himself through violence of 
temper, and hehadno cause of offenceagainst 
the boy, it may be accepted that he had no 
intention of killing him. Further, the dis- 
charging of a foreign gun by accidentally 
touching its trigger, and thereby causing 
some one to be shot, was a chance which it 
was impossible to foresee or guard against. 
It is laid down in the law that in the case 
of any one’s killing another by perfect 
accident, the homicide must pay compensa- 
tion money to the amount of Tls. 32.4.2, 
which sum will be handed to the relations 
of the deceased to pay the cost of the 
funeral. In the present instance Hsi- 
shang, out of grief for what has happened, 
has already given the father of the deceased 
much more than the necessary sum; so 
that the amount to be paid by him may be 
reduced to Tls. 12.4.2. There is one other 
point. For purely accidental homicide, 
the only penalty in the law is the payment 
of the sum of money. But Hsi-shang was 
at the memorialist’s request temporarily 
cashiered in order that he might be regu- 
larly placed upon his trial. Now that the 
case is concluded, it will be for His Ma- 
jesty graciously to decide whether he may 
be allowed to resume his post and rank in 
the service.—Referred to the Board of 
Punishment. 

EXEOUTION OF ROBBERS IN KIANGSU. 

January 9th.—(1) The Viceroy at Nan- 
king reports the capture and summary 
execution of a number of robbers, and begs 
that some reward may be conferred on the 
officers who distinguished themselves in 
arresting them. The most important of 
the criminals was a man called Kao San- 
ma-tzu. Intelligence having been brought 
that he was gambling and drinking in a 
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village on the borders of Su-ch‘ien Hsien 
in Hsii-chou, the local magistrate and a 
number of officers went to the place 
during the night and surprised him. 
He offered a violent resistence but was at 
length secured. His comrades all succeeded 
in escaping in the half light of the early 
dawn. The whereabouts of another of the 
gang was discovered by means of bribes, 
and the house where he lay was surrounded 
at midnight. However, he burst through 
the soldiers and maintained a running fight 
for half-a-mile before he was overpowered. 
Five other men were taken at different 
times. When the seven prisoners were ex- 
amined, six of them freely acknowledged 
that they were members of an organised 
band, who divided the country between 
themselves for the purpose of committing 
robberies in it. They had at different times 
committed several murders, and had killed 
soldiers sent to arrest them. The seventh 
acknowledged that he had been induced to 
join some of the band when they were going 
on an unlawful expedition; but he had 
turned back when half-way. He had after- 
wards gone to beg for money from one of 
robbers and had been forcibly detained by 
him, which had occasioned his being 
arrested. The six robbers have been 
summarily decapitated and their heads ex- 
posed, in accordance with the regulations 
laid down for such cases. The seventh 
man, whose offence appears of less gravity, 
has been detained in prison, and will be 
dealt with according to the ordinary process 
of the law. A list is furnished separately 
of the officers who have disinguished them- 
selves in the affair. 


CHIHLI, REWARD FOR CHARITABLE GIFT. 


January 10th.—({1) The Viceroy Li 
Hung-chang reports that the Chihli Relief 
Fund has received 5,000 wadded coats, 
valued at Tis. 5,000, from an expectant 
secretary in the Board of War, T‘ao Shih- 
yun by name. The gift is made in accord- 
ance with a wish expressed on his death- 
bed by the doner’s late father, who had 
formerly been a magistrate but was 
afterwards dismissed from the public ser- 
vice. In order to encourage other persons 
in the performance of similar acts of charity, 
the Viceroy requests that His Majesty will 
be pleased to restore to the deceased officer 
the decoration of the feather, of which he 
was deprived when removed from the ser- 
vice.—Approved. 


COPPER CASH FROM CHEKIANG. 


(2) The Governor of Chékiang reports 
the despatch of a supply of copper cash for 
the use of the Government at Peking. 
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Some time since the Memorialist forwarded 
to Peking specimens of two kinds of cash, 
the one coined by machinery and the other 
cast in the ordinary way. In reply there 
was issued a Decree ordering him to adopt 
the ordinary fashion of casting, and to 
manufacture a quantity as soon as possi- 
ble. He afterwards received an enquiry 
from the Board of Revenue, asking how 
many cash he could make a month, and 
what number he could send forward be- 
fore the closing of the Tientsin River. 
He referred the matter to the officers in 
charge of the mint, who told him that as the 
work had only been commenced recently, 
the coins could not be turned out very 
rapidly, and twenty thousand strings were 
all that could be managed within the given 
time. He therefore wrote a reply to the 
Board to that effect. He has since sent off 
the twenty thousand strings in the charge 
of an officer, who will eonvey them to Tien- 
tsin by steamer, and deliver them to the 
Board of Revenue at Peking. He is forward- 
ing separately an account of all the charges 
for‘materials, labour, and freight, which will 
be deducted from the subsidies due from 
his Province to the Central Government. 


SILKS FROM HONAN FOR THE PALACE. 


(3) The Governor of Honan has been 
ordered to supply for the use of the Im- 
perial Household 300 pieces of coloured 
silk, 300 pieces of coloured sarcenet, 300 
pieces of coloured crape, 300 pieces of plain 
silk, and 3,000 pieces of ‘‘large” cotton 
cloth. He has already reported the des- 
patch of two-thirds of the order, and he is 
now sending forward the third and last 
instalment. 


THE EMPEROR PRAYS AGAIN FOR SNOW. 


January 11th.—(1) The prayers for snow 
offered by the Emperor ten days ago have 
so far failed to prove efficacious. He there- 
fore announces that on the 15th January 
he will again repair to the Ta-kao-tien 
Temple and burn incense there. As before, 
he appoints officers to worship in his stead 
at the four temples which it is customary 
to visit on such occasions. 


YELLOW RIVER. CONDITION OF AFFAIRS 
AT THE GREAT BREACH. 


(2) Li Hung-tsao and Hsiieh Yun-sheng 
having been ordered to visit the great 
breach in the Yellow River, present a 
report describing the result of their in- 
vestigation. Their inspection was made 
in company with the Governor of the pro- 
vince, the present Director-General of the 
River, the late Provincial Treasurer, and 
the late Provincial Chief Justice, also the 





late Director-General, who was found living 
on the river bank. The ends of the river 
wall at either side of the breach were firmly 
secured with piers, and the space between 
them measured 5,500ft., or a little more 
than a mile. Through the gap the river 
poured in three streams of between ten 
and twenty feet in depth. The condition 
of things had been accurately described in 
previous reports : but the officers in charge 
of the works considered it necessary to 
make some additions and alterations to the 
plan originally devised. As the spot where 
the breach occured was in at a bend in the 
river, the two ends do not face each other, 
the eastern one being to the north, and the 
western one to the south. It is now 
intended to make the eastern pierhead 
slant to the north-west, and from it to 
construct the first portion of the new 
embankment for 2,000ft. and more, con- 
tinuing it afterwards as opportunity offers. 
To the north, a long dam of 5,000 feet will 
be made, and the pierhead will be left 
finally to serve as buttress, or break- 
water. The channel to lead the water 
from the breach will be cut to the north of 
this, and will be 25,000 feet (or nearly five 
miles) long by 600 feet wide, instead of, as 
originally proposed, 20,000 feet by 800 feet. 
The great breakwater which is to be made 
higher up stream than the breach will, forthe 
sake of economy, be made from a point 
nearer the gap than at firstintended. The 
channel mentioned above for leading away 
the water will be commenced as soon as 
the flow of the stream shows the proper 
spot. The supreme control of the works is 
in the hands of the Director-General Li 
Ho-nien, and the different sections are 
entrusted to separate officers, whose merits 
or demerits will be strictly noticed. The 
soldiers and workmen being too few, large 
numbers of distressed people are being en- 
rolled, who will thus be given work instead 
of relief. The earthworks at the two ends 
have been commenced, and digging the 
channel is the next step. All the officials 
on the spot are agreed that the present 
time, while the water is at its lowest, is 


the moment at which the reconstruction of | 


the new bank itself should be carried on. 
Unfortunately, not only are other materials 
not yet provided in sufficient quantities, 
but of millet stalks, the most important 








article of all, there have only been collected ; 
1,300 or 1,400 stacks, which is less than a ‘ 


tenth of what is required. Till a large sup- 
ply arrives, it is impossible to commence 
the embankment itself, and the authorities 
are at their wits ends. The Memorialists 
are well aware that the safety of several 
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provinces is at stake, and that after the mid- 
dle of Spring, one cannot be certain of having 
either fine weather or low water; while 
further, the distressed people will be want- 
ing to return to their homes in order to till 
their fields. Every day, therefore, that there 
is delay in materials arriving postpones the 
repairs for a day, and brings one nearer to 
an indescribable calamity. As the Emperor 
has given orders to the high authorities of 
Shantung and Chihli to lend their assis- 
tance, supplies should soon be constantly 
coming in from those provinces. In Honan 
itself the governor is doing his utmost to 
make the local authorities supply the quanti- 
ties demanded from them, punishing them 
and even removing them from their posts. 
Offices also have been opened near the 
breach for the purchase of millet stalks 
from private individuals. But only a small 
quantity comes. The truth is that the 
neighbouring country has been flooded, 
and the price of cartage from distant locali- 
ties is four or five times the original value 
of the article, not to mention the time 
wasted in going and coming. The river 
authorities from the highest to the lowest 
are consumed by anxiety, and stand on the 
banks watching with outstretched necks for 
the arrival of the needed supplies. The 
Governor of the Province and the Director- 
General are doing all they can. They are 
writing to hurry the Shantung and Chihli 


| governments, they are urging and threat- 


ening the local authorities, and are ordering 
that any price should be given for what is 
wanted.-—Rescript : Noted. 


YELLOW RIVER. MATERIALS FROM CHIHLI 
FOR HONAN REPAIRS, 


January 12th.—(1) On the 11th Decem- 
ber an Imperial] Decree reached the Viceroy 
Li Hung-chang, bidding him lose no time 
in obeying the orders previously issued to 
him with regard to the purchase of material 
required for mending the great breach in 
the Yellow River at Cheng Chou. He was 
desired to send forward the said materials 
in instalments the moment that he could 
procure them. Even before the receipt of 
the first orders, the Viceroy had seen the 
immense importance of completing the 
works with rapidity, and the consequent 
necessity of buying large quantities of all 
sorts of stores ; and, therefore, recognising 
the obligation that lay upon the neighbour- 
ing provinces to furnish help, he had already 
written to the Governor of Honan to offer 
his services in this respect. The Governor of 
Honan replied that he desired to have hemp 
purchased at Tientsin and millet stalks at Ta- 
ming Fu. The Viceroy therefore instructed 
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the authorities at those two places to act in 
conjunction with the officers from Honan, to 
open receiving yards, and collect supplies 
from all the country round, the cost of 
which would be defrayed by the Honan 
Government. He also asked that a special 
officer from Honan might be sent to Tientsin 
to superintend the transport arrangements. 
The said officer has naw reported that 
2,000,000 and more catties of hemp have 
been procured; and that 880,000 catties 
havebeen sent by way of the Wei River to 
the scene of the operations. This was a 
sufficient supply for the moment, and the 
rest would be forwarded in successive 
parcels. At Ta-ming Fu the Viceroy finds 
there is difficulty in collecting millet stalks, 
though the place in conveniently situated 
by reason of its proximity to Honan, for 
the quantity in the fammers’ hands there 
is but small, partly because repairs to river 
banks in Chihli have caused a great demand 
for the article, and partly because the floods 
have had a bad effect on the harvest. But 
knowing the extreme necessity of the case 
he has issued most stringent orders to the 
authorities, and he fully hopes that the 
required quantity will be sent forward in 
instalments soon enough to be ready when 
it is wanted.—Rescript : Noted. 


OCHIHLI. SUICIDE OF A CREDITOR. 


(2) The Viceroy Li Hung-chang gives 
the result of an enquiry concerning the cir- 
cumstances which caused a widow and her 
daughter to commit suicide. It appears 
that ten years ago a certain magistrate was 
living in Paoting Fu, and became indebted 
to various tradesmen, to the amount of 
about 100,000 cash. As he was short of 
funds, the money to pay off these debts 
was advanced to him by his servant. After 
some time the servant died, and the master 
paid about 50,000 cash for his funeral ex- 
penses. Afterwards the widow came to 
claim the balance from him, and got from 
him Tis. 100, which he considered amply 
sufficient to cover both principal and in- 
terest. The widow, however, was not con- 
tent, and continually pressed him for more. 
At last to get rid of her importunity, he 
promised to send her some money. As he 
failed to keep his word, she broughtan action 
against him in the Chief Justice’s Court. 
The case was heard, but the magistrate 
sent a servant to deny on his part that he 
had ever made such a promise, and the 
widow had no proofs to produce on her 
- side. Judgment was therefore given in the 
magistrate’s favour. The widow in despair 
threw herself into the river and was drown- 
ed; and her daughter, unwilling to survive 
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her, followed her example. The magistrate 
was cashiered and tried for causing the 
women’s death, but before the conclusion 
of the proceedings he fell sick and died in 
confinement. The two principal parties 
thus being deceased, no further notice need 
be taken of them. But the servant, who 
gave false evidence in the earlier suit, has 
been sentenced by the Vicervy to receive 
eighty blows for improper conduct. The 
Viceroy also begs that permission may be 
given to erect a monumental arch in honour 
of the daughter, who proved her filial piety 
by refusing to survive her mother.—Re- 
ferred to the Boards concerned for a report. 


YUNNAN, FOOD FOR CANDIDATES AF 
EXAMINATIONS. 


January 13th.—(1) On the occasion of 
the Provincial Examinations held at Yiin- 
nan Fu, it has hitherto been the practice to 
allow a sum of Tls. 7,000 from the funds of ° 
the State for the purpose of defraying all 
expenses incurred, among which is included 
a supply of food for the candidates in the 
examination hall. It is now recommended 
by the governor, as a more economical and 
satisfactory plan, that the candidates should 
each receive a sum of money from the fund 
and purchase provisions for themselves.— 
Approved by Rescript. 


YUNNAN. CONTRIBUTION FROM SALT TAX 
FOR HONAN. 


(2) The Honan Charity Committee at 
Shanghai has written to the Government 
of Yiinnan to ask for contributions for the 
relief of sufferers from the floods in Honan. 
The Viceroy of Yiinnan states that he and 
his colleagues have responded by subscrib- 
ing according to their means ; but the little 
they can give is merely as a drop in the 
ocean, In view, therefore, of the tremen- 
dous nature of the calamity, he proposed 
that the price of salt from the Yiinnan wells 
should be charged an additional tax of one 
cash per catty, and the receipts forwarded 
to Honan. In one year this plan would 
produce about 30,000 strings of cash. He 
will make arrangements for sending the 
money in advance and repaying it as the 
revenue comes in.—Approved by Rescript. 

COINAGE OF CASH IN KIANGSI. 


January 14th.—EKarly in the present 
Chinese year an order was sent to all the 
provinces requiring them to coin a pre- 
scribed number of cash of the standard 
weight of one mace each. On the receipt 
of these instructionsthe Governor of Kiangsi 
sent an officer to Shanghai to purchase 
supplies of copper and lead. Sufficient 
materials having been procured, a mould 
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and a pattern form of cash were obtained 
from Peking, and the work of coinage was 
started about six week ago at Nan-ch‘ang- 
Fu. The Governor states that he visited 
the mint and personally impressed upon 
the directors and workmen the importance 
of turning out strong and solid coins with 
polished rims and well-cut holes in the 
centre. He now forwards ten specimens 
of the new cash to the Privy Council to be 
submitted to the inspection of the Emperor, 
and a like number is to be sent for examina- 
tion by the Boards concerned. Should the 
result prove satisfactory, he proposes to go 
on with further castings and take such 
measures for placing the cash in circulation 
as may meet the interests of the people and 
safeguard the currency system. 


POISONING OF SIX PEOPLE IN ONE HOUSEHOLD. 

January 15th.—(1) Chang Ssi-yin-tzit 
was a day labourer in the department of 
K‘o-liian in Shansi, who was put to great 
straits to gain a livelihood. He had a 
second cousin named Chang Wan-ta living 
in the neighbourhood, to whom he made 
many unsuccessful applications for the loan 
of money. Two years ago he lost his wife, 
and, being without funds, asked his cousin 
to help him to procure a coffin. The latter 
not only refused to do so, but jeered at his 
poverty. Early this year he again wanted 
his cousin to lend him money, and offered a 
donkey which he brought with him as secu- 
rity for the loan. Chang Wan-ta got very 
angry, said he would rid himself of this 
continual trouble, and had the applicant 
tied up with the idea of sending him to the 
authorities for punishment. Eventually, 
however, he yielded to the intercession of 
some friends and released Chang Ssi-yin- 
tzii. The incident so exasperated the latter 
that he determined to have his revenge. 
One day, when in town, he went intoa 
druggist’s establishment and bought four 
ounces of arsenic, with which he was going, 
he said, to poison slugs in a piece of ground 
he was putting in crop. The same night 
he went to his cousin’s house and effected 
an entrance through a hole he made in the 
wall. Finding a pot of flour in the room 
he filled a small bag he had with part of 
the contents, and mixed the arsenic with 
what remained in the pot. Next morning 
when the family got up, they noticed 
the hole in the wall, but as nothing 
was missing but a few catties of flour, 
they looked upon the matter merely as 
a petty larceny. As usual, the breakfast 
was made out of flour in the pot, and 
very soon after it was over the whole 
household began to suffer from vomiting 
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and violent pains in the stomach. The 
neighbours were called in, but in spite of 
every effort to save their lives, six of the 
seven persons who partook of the food died 
from the effects of the poison. Suspicion 
having fallen upon Chang Ssii-yin-tzi_ he 
decamped, and remained in hiding until he 
was arrested. He has been sentenced to 
death by the slicing process under the law 
applicable to the murder of three or more 
persons in the same family. As regards 
the sale of poison, the law is that the 
person by whose carelessness in selling it 
for mere gain without ascertaining the 
antecedents of the purchaser murder ma; 

be effected, shall receive 80 blows, and this 
is the sentence that has been passed in the 
present case. 


SALT ‘‘ LEKIN” IN HUPEH. 


(2) Hupeh draws its supply of salt from 
Szechuen and the South Huai District. In 
former days, before the Taiping rebellion 
disorganised the salt administration, the 
whole of the province was supplied from 
the South Huai, and Szechuen salt is still 
considered to be in temporary possession of 
the area that ought to be supplied from the 
Huai salt works. Three years ago an ad- 
ditional lekin levy of three cash per catty 
was imposed upon Szechuen salt consumed 
in Hupeh. The object was to place the 
Szechuen and Huai Nan article on an equal 
footing, and to provide funds for coast de- 
fence purposes. The Viceroy of Szechuen ~ 
applied some time ago for the discon- 
tinuance of this additional impost, but the 
Governor of Hupeh asked that it should be 
retained for some time longer to supply the 
subsidy which his province had to furnish to 
the Board of Admiralty in Peking. The lekin 
which Huai Nan derives from Szechuen 
salt that has invaded the area it originally 
held in Hupeh was continued on the same 
scale as that levied by the Hupeh govern- 
ment, and it was intended that both imposts 
should be reduced simultaneously. The 
Hupeh authorities have now received sane- 
tion to continue the additional tax for some 
time longer in order to provide funds for 
the Emperor’s marriage, and the Governor- 
General at Nanking asks that the lekin 
levied by Huai Nan on Szechuen salt may 
also be maintained at the higher rate so as 
to equalise the price of the two salts and 
prevent Szechuen from stil] further en- 
croaching upon the area originally assigned 
to Huai Nan. 

AN APPEAL CASE ARISING OUT OF THE 

PURCHASE OF A FARM OF LAND. 

January 16th.—(1) Ts‘ao Ling-han, a 

graduate living in the An-fu District of 
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Hunan, was desirous of purchasing a farm 
of land, and found one belonging to another 
graduate named Lin Pu-ch‘én, which he 
was advised to purchase. For the sake of 
cunvenience in paying the land tax, he was 
anxious to procure the land, if possible, 
within his own district. Lin Pu-ch‘én’s 
farm lay within the Shih-mén District, but 
- the owner, who was hard pressed for money, 
falsely represented it to be on the border 
line between the two districts. Taking this 
statement on trust, Ts‘ao Ling-han bought 
the property and paid the purchase money 
bya number of instalments. A transfer deed 
was executed and registered in the Shih-mén 
office owing to an oversight on the part of 
the Land Clerk, who also accepted payment 
of the land tax in the name of the new owner. 
The attention of the clerk in the An-fu 
office having been directed to the trans- 
action, he suspected that Ts‘ao Ling-han 
was attempting to evade the transfer duties, 
for which, as well as the land-tax, he pre- 
ferred a demand for payment. Ts‘ao re- 
torted that he had already registered the 
transfer and paid the necessary dues in 
the Shih-mén office, and that he was 
not going to pay them twice over. He 
was under the impression that the whole 
trouble had been created by a native 
with whom he was on bad terms, and he 
charged this man and the underlings in the 
An-fu office with a conspiracy to ruin him. 
Getting slight satisfaction from the Superior 
Courts, he drew up a fanciful and highly 
coloured account of official oppression, and 
started, accompanied by his son, Ts‘ao 
Ming-ting, for Peking, where he proposed 
to lay his case before the Emperor. The 
father dropped behind on the way, but the 
son continued the journey alone, and finally 
contrived to reach the Imperial presence. 
After being examined bythe Board of Punish- 
ments, he was sent back for further trial to 
Hunan, where he has now been sentenced 
to banishment and 100 blows for presuming 
to obstruct the Imperial cortege. The father 
has been sentenced to receive 50 blows for 
taking his case to Peking before appealing to 
the Governor of the province. Being a gra- 
duate, however, he will be allowed to com- 
mute the penalty by a money payment. Lin 
Pu-ch‘én and the Shih-mén land clerk are to 
receive 80 blows each, the former for making 
a false statement respecting thesituation of 
his property, and the latter for registering 
and accepting land-tax for property, the posi- 
tion of which hehad taken nocaretoascertain. 
CH‘ANG YU ASSUMES OFFICE AS SUPERINTEN- 
DENT OF CUSTOMS AT CANTON. 

(2) Ts€ng Jun, Superintendent of Cus- 

toms at Canton, reports that his successor, 
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Ch‘ang Yu, reached Canton on the 7th of 
October last, and that he handed him over 
the accounts of the duties received at the 
various Customs stations made up to the 
6th of that month. He himself proposes 
to start for Peking as soon as he shall have 
completed the formality of giving over 
charge. 
CUSTOMS DUTIES AT CANTON. 


(3) In a Postscript Memorial the same 
writer reports the receipts of the various 
stations under the administration of the 
Canton Native Customs for the period 
beginning with the 21st November, 1886, 
and ending with the 16th October, 1887. 
The following are the figures :—Canton 
Customs, Tls. 130,358.7.9; Swatow, Tls. 
18,797.9.9.7 ; Kiungchow, Tls. 1,813.8.6; 
Pakhoi, Tis. 14,234.7.5.6; othet stations, 
Tis. 22,502.4.1.5. The opium stations 
around Macao and Hongkong yielded Tls. 
55,831.5 from the 21st November, 1886, to 
31st March, 1887, the date at which they 
were withdrawn from the native adminis- 
tration. 

RETURN TO PEKING OF HSUEH YiN SHENG. 

(4) Hsiieh Yiin-shéng, the officer who 
was sent to Honan to report on.the breach 
in the Yellow River, has been received in 
audience on his return to Peking. 


REPAIR OF BREACH IN YELLOW RIVER. 


January 17th.—A Decree.—We com- 
mand Li Hung-tsao, the President of the 
Board of Ceremonies, to undertake, in 
conjunction with Li Ho-nien and Ni Wén- 
wei, the supervision of the arrangements 
connected with the important work of re- 
pairing tbe breach in the Yellow River at 
Chéng Chou. Let them lose no time in 
devising means for closing the opening. 
There must be no protracted delay. 


YELLOW RIVER INUNDATIONS. NUMBER OF 
SUFFERERS AND MEASURES FOR REPAIR 
OF BREACH. 

January 18th.—(1) On the 6th of No- 
vember last Hsii Fu, a Vice-President of 
one of the Boards, presented an exhaustive 
Memorial dealing with the whole question 
of the Yellow River catastrophe. The 
document was forwarded to Honan for the 
consideration of the authorities there, 
and the Governor of the Province now 
submits his views on the subject, together 
with a short account of what has been 
done in the matter since the date of 
his last Memorial. A careful survey 
has been made of the course of the water 
from the breach at Chéng Chou to Shén 
Ch‘iu on the borders of Anhui, a dis- 
tance of over 200 miles, and maps and 
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plans of the country that has suffered from 
the floods, with explanatory notes append- 
ed, form enclosures in the Governor’s Me- 
morial. Hsii Fu’s proposals were three: 
first, that a channel should be cut to divert 
@ portion of the volume of the water at a 
point above Chéng Chou; second, that 
three lines of excavation in the shape of the 
character Jt{ should be dug in the bed of 
the river from the Shang Nan station 
downward ; and third, that a breakwater 
should be constructed to protect the breach. 
All this work was to be performed in Ho- 
nan, and was modelled on the system which 
was pursued with success in former times. 
The Memorialist considers that the plans 
which he had himself formulated will carry 
out the spirit of Hsii Fu’s proposals. The 
excavation of a channel above Chéng 
Chou will lessen the volume of the water, 
and so facilitate the work of closing 
the breach. The second part of the 
proposal has for its aim the removal of the 
obstructions caused by the fresh accretions 
and the free flow of the water, in the main 
bed of the river. The Memorialist’s sug- 
gestions were based, with slight modifica- 
tions, upon the method of action adopted 
in the reign of Ch‘ien Lung by Ch‘ien 
Yueh-hsin and A Kuei in the case of the 
Lan Yang and San P'u works. A start 
was made with the excavation of the lower 
part of the channel above Chéng Chou, but 
the supply of hands was not sufficient to 
allow of its being speedily completed. The 
river authorities, too, noticed a change in 
the behaviour of the water, which rendered 
the closing of the breach more important 
than ever, and they were of opinion that 
the excavation of the channel referred to 
above might be delayed fora time. Among 
the men employed on the works are ten 
battalions of soldiers whose pay Memoria- 
list recommended on a former occasion 
should be drawn from the funds allotted 
for relief purposes. For this reeommenda- 
tion he now wishes to substitute the sug- 
gestion that the troops should be paid ont 
of the money furnished for the repair of 
the breach. The number of the distressed, 
so far as has been ascertained up to the 
present, is 1,600,000 people, and the ex- 
penditure on providing shelter, food, and 
clothing is such an enormous drain upon 
the relief fund that it could ill afford to 
bear the additional demand of defraying 
the pay of the soldiers. In view of the 
fact that Ch‘eng Fu, Li Ho-nien, Shao 
Hsien and P‘an Chiin-wén, all of then 
experts in work of the kind, are now engaged 
in service at the river, the Memorialist feels 
justified in asking permission to return to 
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K‘ai-féng Fu to attend to the arrears of 
official work which have accumulated during 
his absence. The embankments at the two 
ends of the breach are now completed, and. 
the collection of materials is the only matter 
that is pressing at the moment. He will 
not fail to pay frequent visits to the work, 
and he will make it his duty to maintain a 
correspondence with his colleagues on all 
questions connected with its progress.— 
Rescript : The supply of materials being of 
pressing urgency, let the Governor see that 
all the officers throughout his jurisdiction 
exert themselves in their collection, and let 
him pay periodical visits of inspection to 
the work. He ought to lend the Director- 
General of the River his loyal co-operation, 
and not think of evading his responsibility 
to the detriment of the interests concerned. 


PORCELAIN FROM KIUKIANG FOR THE USE OF 
THE PALACE. 


(2) The Superintendent of the Kiukiang 
Customs, who is in charge of the Imperial 
Porcelain Manufactory at that place, reports 
through the Governor of Kiangsi that he 
has completed this year’s usual order and a 
special indent for porcelain for the Palace. 
The former consists of 80 articles of square 
and 1,204 of round pattern, and the latter 
is composed of 5,836 plates, cups, saucers, 
and sacrificial vessels. The whole consign- 
ment was shipped by steamer for Shanghai 
on the 23rd of October last and was accom- 
panied by a descriptive catalogue. The 
annual allowance of the establishment is 
Tis. 10,000, and the expenditure for the pre- 
sent year has been Tls. 27,668.2.8.2.9.5.9.6. 
The deficit will be made good out of the 
surplus funds in hand. 

FREIGHT ON YUNNAN COPPER FOR PEKING. 

January 19th.—(1) Until recently copper 
sent from Yiiinan to Peking came down 
the West River by way of Canton, and the 
freight from Po-sé to Shanghai was fixed at 
Tls. .0658 per picul. The Yangtze route 
has now, however, been substituted, and 
the amount of freight to be charged has 
formed the subject of some discussion be- 
tween the Board of Revenue and the pro- 
vincial authorities. The province of Yiin- 
nan undertakes the conveyance of the 
copper from Luchou Fu in Szechuen to 
Ichang, and Hupeh is responsible for having 
it forwarded thence to Shanghai. The 
Board considered that the total charge from 
Lu-chou to Shanghai should be limited 


; to Tls. .0658 per picul, the rate formerly 


allowed between Po-sé and Shanghai. Of 
this amount the Yiinnan government claim- 
ed one half for its portion of the journey, 
while the Hupei authorities refused to take 
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less than Tls. .04 for their share of the 
work. The matter has now been finally 
settled by T‘ang Chiung, the Director of 
Mines in Yiinnan. He wrote to Li Hung- 
chang to see if the freight by the China 
Merchants’ Co.’s steamers from Ichang to 
Shanghai could not be reduced. The Com- 
;: pany replied that the freight ruling between 

ankow and Shanghai was Ts. .025 per 
picul, and that the lowest rate from Ichang 
to Hankow was Tis. .015 in Shanghai cur- 
rency, or a total of Tls. .036 by the board’s 
scales. This gave no margin of profit, 
and no further reduction could be made. 
Yiinnan is content to accept the balance of 
Tis. .0298 to cover the cost of conveyance 
to Ichang. The arrangement is to take 
effect from the transmission of the first 
instalment of the eighth consignment of 
copper. In future the freight from Lu- 
chou to Ichang of each instalment will be 
Tis. 1,534.7 and Tis. 1,854 from Ichang 
to Shanghai, payable respectively by the 
Yiinnan and Hupeh governments. 

RECEIPT OF MINING CAPITAL. 

(2) In a Sub-Memorial T‘ang Chiung 
acknowledges the receipt of Tls. 20,000 
from Kiangsu and of Tls. 14,000 from the 
salt revenue of Szechuen on account of 
mining capital. The latter sum has been 
forwarded in advance, and represents a 
payment for the seventeenth year of the 
present reign. 

JAPANESE MINING ENGINEERS IN YUNNAN. 

(3) In a second postcript Memorial the 
same writer mentions that he is daily ex- 
pecting the arrival of the mining experts he 
had engaged in Japan, He purposes to take 
them with him to Tung-ch‘uan and Chao- 
t‘ung and there make suitable arrange- 
ments for the opening of mines. He adds 
that the quantity of copper stored at Lu- 
chou, Tung-ch‘uan and other depéts exceeds 
400,000 catties. The first instalment of the 
eighth consignment will be completed with- 
in the present year, and further supplies 
will be forwarded early next year. 


‘* LIKIN” RECEIPTS AT KALGAN AND TU-SHIH 
PASS. 

(4) Since 1860 there has been a lekin 
tax upon horses and tea passing through 
Kalgan and the Tu-shih gate, and the 
collection has been under the management 
of the office of the Lieutenant-General at 
Ch‘ahar. During the year ending with the 
seventh moon of the present Chinese year, 
590 Passes were issued for tea going out- 
ward and a sum of Tls. 35,400 was collected. 
10,271 horses came in during the year 
through the two passes, and the lekin 
collected on them amounted to Tle. 513. 
The total revenue was therefore Tls. 35,913, 
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and there was a balance of Tls. 23,626.7.1.2.6 
from last year. After defraying the main- 
tenance of the military establishments in 
the neighbourhood and sundry other charges 
for which the revenue is liable, there is a 
surplus to be credited to next year’s 
account of Tls. 21,231.1.3.3.1.4. 


PREPARATIONS FOR THE EMPEROR'S 
MARRIAGE. 

January 20th.—_(1) A Decree. In a 
former Decree on the subject of the grand 
observances in connection with the mar- 
riage of His Majesty, We commanded that 
the Princes and high Ministers of the 
department specially charged with the 
conduct of the ceremony should be furnished 
beforehand, for presentation to the Throne, 
with a list of the prices of the various 
articles required, and that their sanction: 
should be obtained before entering into. 
any arrangement in the matter. Our. eb- 
ject was, while giving due importance to. 
the ceremony in question, to exercise: pro- 
per supervision over the expenditure. To- 
day the Board of Works states, on the 
authority of the Imperial Equipage Depart- 
ment, that with the exception, of embroi- 
dery, the various stuffs, such as satin, silk, 
gauze, and damask, required. for flags and 
banners, are still unprovided and asks that 
sanction may be given for taking steps to 
procure them. We repeat Our command 
that the supply of the foregoing articles be 
postponed for a time, and We remind the 
various departments concerned of the ne- 
cessity of adhering strictly to Our previous 
orders, and obtaining: sanction beforehand 
for the purchase. of all the articles that 
may be required. 

TABLET FOR, TEMPLE. IN HUPEL. 

(2) During last summer: there was an 
unusual overflow of the Yangtze in the 
Prefecture of Ching-chou. in Hupei, which 
caused considerable distress, and gave rise 
to great anxiety for the safety of a large 
embankment outside the city walls. In 
their distress the people offered prayers at 
the temple of the river deity, and duly 
received deliverance from all their troubles. 
As a token of gratitude for the divine pro- 
tection vouchsafed on this occasion, the 
Emperor has been pleased to order that a 
tablet, prepared by the Imperial College 
of Inscriptions, be forwarded to Hupei to 
be reverently suspended in the temple of 
the River God. 


NAVAL INSPECTION BY THE ADMIRAL OF THE 
YANGTZE. 

January 21st.—(1) The Admiral of the 

Yangtze reports that, after inspecting 

the other forces under his orders, he 
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reviewed a number of the vessels com- j appeal to the Emperor in person. The ap- 
posing the steam fleet attached to his | 


command. He first paid a visit to Nan- 
king in order that he might have an 


{ 


interview with the Viceroy, and then . 


descended the river to Woosung. ‘There he 
exercised the offivers and men in rifle prac- 
tice and general drill. This being finished, 


_ to a field of the respondent’s. 


he departed for a cruise, taking with him | 


the. Nun-shen, Nan-jui, K‘ai-chi, Pao-min 
and Z'eng-ying-chou. He visited Chin-hai, 
Chusan, and other places near Ningpo, 
inspecting the various forts, and while at 
sea making the crews work the big guns 
and practise shooting at a target. On his 
return to Woosung he inspected the troops 
in the forts, aud left orders that the men 
must be regularly drilled and constant 
reports be forwarded to him. He then 


steamed up the Yangtze again, visiting Kua- , 


chon, Hu-k‘ou, Han-yang, and Yo-chou, 
where the troops went through their military 
exercises in a most creditable manner. At 
Wuch‘ang Fu, and again in Wuhu, the 
Memorialist had the pleasure of meeting the 


Imperial Commissioner, P‘eng Yii-lin, and | 
> > , 


took counsel with him concerning matters 
relating to the defence of the Yangtze. 
He afterwards inspected the new despatch 
vessel, the Huai-t'ai, which had arrived 
at Nanking from Foochow, where it was 
built. He found it was of the same size 
and horse-power as the Ching-ch‘ing and 
K'ai-chi, and that it was fitted with excel- 


lent engines and machinery. He next — 
descended to Wovsung and visited the , 


thirteen steam-vessels there assembled. 


Their crews inustered in full numbers, and | 


the men were strong and vigorous. Accom- 


panied by this fleet he steamed north to | 


the coast of Shantung, putting in at various 
places and exercising the ships in manceuvr- 
ing and gun practice. The captains and 
officers all proved well skilled in navigation 
and working calculations. On the 8th of 
December, he returned to Wonsung, where 
the troops in the forts were drilled in his 
presence once more. . 
FUNDS FOR ALTAI POST STATIONS. 

(2) The Military Governor of Chahar 
reports the appropriation of Tis. 21,877, 
for the expenses during the coming year of 
the forty-four post stations on the military 


road across Mongolia to the Altai Moun- ! 


tains. In this sum are included military 
pay, the cost of horses and sheep, and ex- 
penditure for stationery and such like arti- 
cles. 
SHANTUNG. AN APPEAL TO THE EMPEROR. 
January 22nd.—(1) The Governor of 
Shantung reports the rehearing of a case 
which had been made the subject of an 
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pellant, Wang Yu-fu, was a native of Kuan- 
ch‘eng Hsien, and the respondent, Shih 
Yung-lu, a farmer who lived near him. The 
appellant was the owner of a graveyard, by 
the side of which ran a narrow road leading 
In the sum- 
mer of 1883,- during the harvest, the re- 
spondent and a cousin were driving a loaded 
waggon along the road, when the appellant, 
who feared they would injure the graves in 
his ground, came forward and stopped them. 
A wrangle commenced, in the course of 
which the cousin hit the appellant over the 
head with a stick. The latter brought an 
action in the local court. The Magistrate 
decided that there was a right of way as 
claimed by the respondent, and that he 
must not be prevented from using the road ; 
also, as the appella:-t’s head was healed, he 
merely sentenced the cousin to receive a 
slight flogging. The appellant then laid a 
complaint first before the Prefects and after- 
wards before the Chief Justice ; but in both 
cases the same decision was given as at the 
first trial. He still, however, remained 
firmly imbued with the idea that an in- 
jury was being done to the feng-shui of 
his graveyard, and that the case had been 
won by means of bribes; and he there- 
fore went twice tu Peking, where he pre- 
sented appeals at the General of the Gen- 
darmerie’s Office. But as the appeals showed 
discrepancies of fact, they were not re- 
ceived, and he was sent back to Shautung, 
where the Magistrate gave him into the 
charge of two friends, who undertook to 
be responsible for him. Still, however, he 
was not content; and journeying once more 
to Peking, he took the illegal step of arrest- 
ing the chair of the Emperor as it passed 
along a public road. The petition which 
he presented on this last occasion con- 
tained a number of exaggerated and untrue 
statements, which he added for the sake of 
obtaining a hearing. The Memorialist. finds 
that the facts as narrated above represent 
undoubted truth; also that the appellant 
was really under a misapprehension aud 
had not brought his action either from 
ulterior motives or at the instigation of 
other parties. But he sentences hin to re- 
ceived a hundred blows and to be banished 
to a near frontier, such being the penalties 
laid down in the law for the offence of 
stopping the Emperor's chair. The wen 
who becaine responsible for the appellent 
are condemned, under the law against inm- 
proper conduct, to receive forty blows each 
with the lighter bamboo for allowing him 
to come to Peking and present his appeay 
to the Emperer.— Approved by Reseript. 
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REPAIRS TO IMPERIAL COACH-HOUSES AT 
MOUKDEN, 


(2) The authorities at Moukden request 


permission to spend a sum of Tls. 3,292 in 


repairing the coach and chair-houses be- 
lounging to the Tnperial Equipage Depart- 
ment in that city :-——-Referred tu the Board 
of Works. 

CHARGE OF EXTORTION AGAINST A GENERAL. 

January 23rd.—(1) A Major in the army, 
Lin Chiiian by name, has brought a charge 
against his superior officer, Wu Kuang-liang, 
the Brigadier-General of Taiwan, whom he 
accuses of trying to extort money. In the 
first instance the complainant received a 
letter asking him to lend the General Tis. 
500; and afterwards, at the time of the 
triennial scrutiny, it was proposed to him 
by one of the General’s clerks that he 
should pay Tls. 400, in return for which he 
would not be subjected to examination. 
Tn proof of his statement he handed in two 
letters bearing on the subject. The Taotai 
of Taiwan having been ordered to investi- 
gate these charges, reported that an en- 
deavour was mace to explain away the first 
charge by saying the General had not 
attempted to borrow money, but had merely 
asked for repayment of a loan made by him 
to the complainant when they were stationed 
together in the Chang-hua District ; and 
that the clerk, who was alleged to have 
asked for the second bribe, utterly denied 
having dune any such thing, and aver- 
red that le had never gone near the 
complainant, except on a single occasion for 
the purpose of returning a call made by the 
latter. It appears, however, that the letter 
regarding the loan does not read as if it 
were demanding payment of a debt, and 
there is a suspicious circumstance in the 
fact that the General removed the complain- 
ant from a post occupied by him. The 
high authorities therefore beg that the 
General may be withdrawn from his 
appointment in order that all the parties 
concerned may be confronted with each 
other ; as without such a measure it does 
not seem possible to elicit the trath.— 
Approved by Reserpt. 

LAND SURVEYING IN FORMOSA, 

(2) The Viceroy at Foochow and the 
Governor of Formosa represent that there 
is great confusion in the istand with regard 
to the ownership of property and payiment 
of Jand-tax, there beg much ground which 
does not correspond with the deeds helong- 
ing to it, or for which no deeds at all have 
been issued. In order to spare the people 
the trouble which would be occasioned if 
these matters were set right by the local 


v Google 


1 


4 
” 


| 


authorities, it is intended to issue certi- 
ticates of measurement frow the Provincial 
Treasurer’s Office, which will be given to 
the landowners and retained by them, till 
they desire to transfer their property, when 
new deeds will be issued in the regular form. 
The cost of executing the survey which has 
been made represents a very large sun. Ip 
each district there have been from ten to 
twenty parties sent out, and the total sum 
expended is not less then 200,000 (? strings 
of cash, dollars or taels), in addition to 
which there will be further expenses for re- 
surveying, making plans and registers, and 
providing printed forms. So far, all the 
money used has been advanced by the local 
authurities and the Board for the Restora- 
tion of Order, nothing having been taken 
from the people. But these advances must 
be repaid, as there are no surplus funds, 
and every cash is required for the regular 
needs of the government. It is believed 
that, when Kiangsu and other provinces 
were surveyed, a rate was levied on the 
land. It isnow proposed to fellow this plan, 
and charge $1.50, $2, or $2.50 on every 
square of eleven au, according as the land 
be of inferior, medium, or superior quality, 
the rate being collected when the certi- 
ficates of measurement are issued. As most 
of the land is inferior, the charge will 
average less than 200 eash per anu; and for 
the payment of this small sum the people 
will have the advantage of getting clear and 
accurate title deeds. Soine time since the 
Menwrialists presented a proposal for 
building a railway in Formosa at the public 
expense. This was approved by the Board 
of Admiralty, and sanctioned by His 
Majesty the Emperor. But last September 
the Board of Revenue wrote to enquire from 
what source the very large sun needed 
would be provided. The Memorialists can 
suggest no source except the surplus from 
the survey rate after the expenses of the 
survey have been deducted. What the 
amount will be cannot be stated till the 
collection has been completed.—Approved 
by Reseript. 
TRIBUTE FROM KUEICHOW. 

Jannary 24th.—(1) The Governor of 
Kucichow reports that he is sending the 
customary offerings of Joeal origin from his 
province for the use of His Majesty the 
Emperor, The articles comprise sandal 
wood, chunabar, hartall, and various kinds 
of tea. 

HONAN. APPEAL 'TO EMPEROR IN PERSON, 

January 25th.—(1) The Governor of 
Honan presents a report concerning an 
appeal made to the Emperor in person by 








a woman from the district of Lo-shan 
Hsien. The petitioner was a widow named 
Huang Teng. In 1880, she obtained 
permission for herself and another widow, 
named Ho Chao, to live in her brother’s 
house. The brother, hearing that a certain 
Ch‘en Tzii-shan had been commissioned to 
buy a wife for another person, conceived 
the idea of passing off Ho Chao as a 
woman bought by himself and agreeing to 
sell her to Ch‘en Tzii-shan’s client. The 
bargain was made, and the price fixed at 
eighty strings of cash, of whichsixty were paid 
down and the remainder were to be given 
when the marriage took place. The brother 
thus got possession of a considerable sum, 
but of course had no woman to deliver to 
the broker. The latter soon found out the 
trick, and meeting the swindler on the road 
one day, used some strong language and 
demanded back his money. From words 
they came to blows The swindler struck 
the broker with a stick used for driving 
pigs. The latter wrested the weapon from 
him and hit him so violently on the head 
with it that he died soon after. The case 
was tried, and the murderer was condemned 
to be strangled. But after three reprieves 
his sentence was commuted to that of tran- 
sportation to Turkestan, on the way to which 
place hedied. As the brother who had been 
killed was very poor, a public subscrip- 
tion was made for his funeral expenses, 
and eighty strings of cash collected. The 
widow wanted to get hold of some of the 
money; and when she failed to do so, in 
revenge she brought a charge of embezzle- 
ment against the people who had made 
the collection. The decision being given 
against her, she then tried another plan. 
She had been present at the investigation 
into her brother’s death, and had acquies- 
ced completely in the proceedings. Never- 
theless, she now charged a number of 
members of the broker’s family with having 
assaulted and murdered her brother. She 
said that the man condemned for the crime 
had been paid by them to take the guilt 
on himself, and to support her story, she 
alleged that the local constable and the 
magistrate’s clerks had accepted bribes and 
falsified the evidence. Her case being 
dismissed by the local authorities, she 
went to Peking, where she presented five 
petitions, one after another, to the Board 
of Censors. But the Censors, tinding dis- 
crepancies in her story, refused to give 
her assistance. At last they sent her 
back to Honan, where an enquiry was held, 
The Magistrate decided against her, punish- 
ed her slightly, and forbade her to give any 
more trouble. Again, however, she went 
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to Peking and appealed to the Censors. She 
was sent back in custody, but escaped from 
her guards shortly before reaching her des- 
tination. She made her way once more to 
Peking, and stopped the Emperor's chair 
in the street. For this offence the penalty 
is transportation to a near frontier, which 
should be increased to transportation to 
the most distant frontier, because she 
deliberately preferred a charge of murder 
against innocent persons, and which should 
be again increased to transportation to an 
unhealthy district on the most distant 
frontier, because she effected her escape 
from custody. But as these punishments 
are not applicable to female offenders, the 
Memorialist has sentenced her to be impri- 
soned for three years, at the end of which 
her case will be considered, and she will 
receive such treatment as she shows her- 
self to deserve.—Approved by Rescript. 


A SUCCESSFUL APPEAL TO THE EMPEROR. 


January 26th.—(1) The Viceroy of Chihli 
reports the decision he has arrived at with 
reference to an appeal presented to the 
Emperor in person and remitted to the 
provincial authorities for investigation. The 
case is remarkable from the very unusual 
fact that the petitionergainshispoint, though 
that does not save him from the penalty 
for the offence committed by him in arrest- 
ing the Emperor’s chair. In the year 1885 
a good deal of distress was occasioned by 
floods in part of the district of Nan-p‘4l. 
The Government determined to distribute 
charity, and two men from the flooded 
district, Liu T‘ai-ch‘ang and Liu Hsi-yuan, 
undertook to manage the distribution. First 
an agent was sent round to make a list 
of the sufferers, and then the Magistrate 
visited the houses to verify it and distribute 
relief tickets, Some of the people had in 
the meantime disappeared, or did not care 
to accept relief, and their tickets were 
given to Liu T‘ai-ch‘ang to be cancelled. 
But, instead of doing this, he and Liu Hsi- 
yuan presented the tickets and drew the 
rice for their own use. This came to the 
ears of the petitioner, who was an inhabit- 
ant of the same village, and he lodged a 
plaint in the Magistrate’s court. The case 
was proved; but the petitioner was not 
satisfied with the severity of the sentence 
passed, and appealed to the higher autho- 
rities. They, however, confirmed the Ma- 
gistrate’s decision, upon which the peti- 
tioner proceeded to Peking and appealed 
to the Emperor in person. The Memo- 
rialist found it difficult to decide what 
would be the proper punishment for the 
offenders, as there is no law directly 
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bearing on the case. He has discovered. 
however, in a legal work, that a similar 
case once occurred in Anhui, and on that 
occasion the guilty parties were dealt 
with under the act relating to the em- 
bezzlement of government stor.s by the 
persons in charge of them. He therefore 
proposes to apply the same act in the pre- 
sent case. The value of the embezzled 
rice, which is Tls. 37, has been recovered 
by the Magistrate, but the gravity of the 
offence is such that the punishment can- 
not be remitted on that account. The sen- 
tence, therefore, will be four years’ banish- 
ment and a flogging of one hundred blows. 
For arresting the Emperor’s chair, the 
petitioner must be condemned to receive 
one hundred blows and to be transported 
to a near frontier. If it be found that, as 
he avers, he is the only son of an aged 
mother, he will be entitled to the mitiga- 
tion granted in such cases—Referred to the 
Board of Punishments. 


THE ‘‘ PAU-TAH.” COMPLAINT AS TO TREAT- 
MENT OF WRECKERS. 


January 27th.—(1) A Decree of the 
Emperor notices the complaints made by 
certain Censors to the effect that when the 
steamer Pau-tah was wrecked, a worthless 


member of the local gentry, acting in col- - 


lusion with the Magistrate of t he district, 
harassed and ill-treated the people ; also 
that troops were called in and a number of 
lives taken without cause. The Governor 
of Shantung, who was ordered to investigate 
the case, has now furnished a report on it. 
It appears that the inhabitants of the 
villages on the coast plundered the Pu-tah 
after she was wrecked. The Magistrate with 
the assistance of a military graduate named 
Yii T‘ing-kao, attempted to restore order, 
but the people offered violent resistance to 
him, fired on his guard with fatal effect, 
and finally coerced him into giving a written 
guarantee that no proceeding should betaken 
against them. The Taotai of Chefoo, Sheng 
Hsiian-huai, went to the spot, accompanied 
by a body of troops under the command 
of a General; but the people held out against 
them for two days, refusingeither to surren- 
der the offenders or give up their plunder. 
At last the villages were searched by force, 
and certain offenders seized, some of whom 
were released on bail and the others sent 
to the provincial capital for trial. The 
troops did not use firearms, nor were any 
livés lost. It«being shown that the com- 
plaints as to the ill-treatment of the villagers 
are entirely false, and that no persons were 
wrongfully arrested or tortured while under 
examination, no further notice will be taken 
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of the Censors’ Memorials. But the Ma- 
gistrate, who first showed himself unable 
to control his people and then gave a 
guarantee against further proceedings, is 
ordered to be dismissed from the service 
for incapacity and cowardice. The military 
graduate is likewise deprived of his rank, 
as his reputation is reported to be very 
indifferent, though the particular charges 
against him on the present occasion are 
found to be entirely untrue. 


THE MINISTERS OF THE BOARD OF REVENUE 
REINSTATED IN THEIR FORMER POSITION. 


January 28th.—(1) By a Decree dated 
the 25th February, 1887, the Ministers of 
the Board of Revenue were deprived of 
their buttons for a Memorial which they 
presented on the currency question. The 
officers on whom this sentence was passed 
were Yen Ching-ming, Controller of the 
Board ; the two Presidents Fu-k‘un and 
‘Wén T‘ung-ho, and the four Vice-presidents 
Sung-shén, Sun Yi-ching, Ching-shan, and 
Sun Chia-nai. As a special act of grace, 
all the above have now been restored to 
their former rank. 

(2) Yen Ching-ming returns thanks for 
the three months’ local leave which has 
been granted him. 


APPROPRIATION BY A MILITARY OFFICER OF 
SOLDIERS’ PAY. 

(3) The Governor of Chékiang reports 
on the case of Wu Chin-hung, an officer 
holding the rank of Commander-in- 
Chief, who got behind in his accounts and 
was found to have withheld the payment 
of the troops for some time after it fell 
due. Though his dilatoriness in making 
disbursements is explained to some extent 
by illness, there is no doubt in Memoria- 
list’s mind about his having taken loans of 
public money for his private use. In the 
end he made good all that he had so used, 
but not until its absence was discovered, 
and the interests of military discipline 
require that he should be adequately 
punished. He is accordingly to be dis- 
missed for ever from the public service and 
to be kept at his native place under official 
surveillance, so as to prevent him in the 
future from practising similar frauds. 


REDUCTIONS IN PROVINCIAL ARMIES. 


(4) In order to meet the Yellow River 
emergency, the Board of Revenue has 
been obliged to order certain reductions in 
the provincial expenditure and to resort to 
several exceptional methods of taxation. 
Of the latter the most important is a pro 
raté contribution to be levied on salt: mer- 
chants, pawnbrokers, and bankers, while 





one of the principal economies to be effected 
is the total abolition of the camp-followers 
in the provincial armies. In Chékiang this 
is to take effect from the eleventh month of 
the present year, and the amount so saved, 
which represents the pay of 1,380 men, is 
Ts.4,140 per month. 


AN OFFICER SHOOTS TWO 
STAFK, 


MEMBERS 


OF HIS | : oa : 
' received and the very trifling services he 


: has been able to render in return. 
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(5) Some months ago a Colonel uamed | 


Ch‘én Tsung-shéng, who was in command 
of a military encampme -t on the confines 
of Tli and Tarbagatai, becanie so violent 
and overbearing that it was found necessary 
to replace him. On hearing that he was 
to lose his command, Colonel Ch‘én de- 
veloped symptoms of insanity, which ended 
one day recently in his shvoting two of his 
subalterns with a foreign pistol. He was 
immediately secured and carefully guarded 
until his successor arrived. The latter held 
an investigation into the circumstances, and 


found that the above account of the affair , 


was confirmed by a large number of wit- 
nesses. The culprit has been cashiered 
preparatory to a formal indictment for the 
atrocious murder of two of his subalterns. 


CHARGES AGAINST AN OFFICER IN 

CONNECTION WITH THE SPIKING OF A GUN. 

(6) About a year ago one of the guns in 
the fort at P‘an-shih in Chékiang was found 
to be spiked, and the officer in command, 
a Major named Fang Yi-té, was degraded 
for his negligence in the matter. A uum- 
ber of other charges were subsequently 
brought against the same officer, and an 
inquiry into his conduct has been conduc- 
ted by the Taotai and Brigadier-General 


of Wénchow. He was accused of having | 


appropriated the allowances of the soldiers, 
but no proof has been forthe ming to sub- 
stantiate either this or the other charges. 
He paid ten dollars to a skilled workman 
to remove the obstruction in the gun, and 
though he at first thought of deducting 
the amount from the soldiers’ pay, he 
abandoned the idea on seeing that it would 
be resented. The pay-sheets, duly signed, 
were produced in evidence, and nothing 
further than a neglect of duty was shown 
in failing in the first instance to prevent 
the act and afterwards in not arresting the 
person who committed it. 


ACTING APPOINTMENT OP COMMANDER-IN- 
CHIEF IN YUNNAN. 

January 29th.—Some months ago a De- 
cree appeared announcing the compulsory 
retirement on account of age and infirmity 
of Huang Wu-hsien, the commander-in- 
chief of Yiinnan, and nominating Féng Tzii- 
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ts‘ai as his succossor. The latter has been 
detained in connection with some military 
arrangements in Canton and his post in 
Yiinnan is to be temporarily filled by Ts ‘ai- 
piao, the Brigadier-General of K‘ai-hua. 
In reporting his assumption of the acting 
appointinent, Ts‘ai-piau draws a contrast 
between the unbounded favours he has 


Just 
as he entered upon office at K‘ai-hua the 
Annam trouble occurred. In the campaign 
which followed he was entrusted with the 
command of a reserve force to protect the 
various passes and had the good fortune tu 
be instrumental in securing victory. As 
goon as he gets settled down in his office at. 
Ta-li Fu he proposes to start for the Black 
Lolo district in the Shun-ning prefecture, 
where he hopes at an early date to effect 
the complete pacification of the country. 


REMITTANCE FROM CANTON FOR REPAIR OF 
BREACH IN YELLOW RIVER. 


30th January.—({1) During the present 
Chinese year the Canton salt revenue was 
to furnish Tls. 200,000 as a contribution to 
the Peking subsidy and Tls. 50,000 for 
defraying the expenses of the Imperial 
Household. Tis. 150,000 of the former 
and Tis. 40,000 of the latter amount had 
already been forwarded and an officer was 
on the point of starting with the balance, 
when a telegram was received from the 
Board of Revenue stating that all sums due 
to it for the present year fruin all the re- 
venue stations in the Empire were to be 
diverted to Honan for the repair of the 
breach in the Yellow River. Ts. 50,000, 
being the balance due on account of the 
Peking subsidy, have accordingly been re- 


| mitted in bills to Li Hung-chang, who will 


forward them on to the river authorities. 


' Tf this sum had been sent to the Board it 


would have been supplemented by Tis. 
1,500 for difference in weight and ‘‘ main- 
tenance money.” This is sent separately 
with the Tls. 10,000 due to the Imperial 
Household, accompanying which latter sum 
Tis. 330 have been forwarded for porterage 
and loss by exchange. 

FURTHER PROVISION FOR RELIEF OF SUF- 

FERERS BY YELLOW RIVER CALAMITY. 

(2) A Decree. We have already authorised 
the retention of the grain tax that was to 
have been conveyed this year by the Grand 
Canal, for the relief of the distress in the 
various departments and districts along the 
banks of the river Huai in Anhui, and We 
have allowed the Governor to remit or 
postpone the collection to such a degree as 
he may consider necessary for alleviating 
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imibarioualiiananie cMaviun tance: | acces aaa wee eu burdens of the people. Having regard, 
however, to the.fact that the cultivable 
lands in the districts in question are still 
under water, and to the length of time that 
must still elapse before next year’s crops 
will be available to provide sustenance for 
the hungry people, the thought of whose 
sufferings deprives Us of Our rest by night 
and day, We order the authorities of Anhui 
to apportion a sum of Tls. 50,000 from the 
grain tax commutation of previous years for 
relief purposes during the coming spring, 
and We command the Wuhu Customs to 
furnish a similar amount of Ts. 50,000 to be 
applied to the same object. The Governor 
will send officers to superintend the distri- 
bution of the money and will take care that 
no fraud is practised. 


EXEMPTION OF ALL DUTIES ON WOOD 
EXPORTED FROM HAINAN. 

(3) Chang Chih-tung states that he con- 
siders the felling of timber and the recla- 
mation of land to be the two most import- 
ant objects connected with the develop- 
ment of the resources of Hainan. In a 
previous Memorial he recommended that 
relaimed land should not be taxed till after 
aterm of years, and then only very light- 
ly. Timber, he says, has always been one 
of the great products of the island, but 
owing to the cost of labour and transport 
caused by the scanty population and the 
inaccessible nature of the Li country, the 
quantity that reaches the coast ports is 
very small, and yields an_ insignificant 
amount of duty. The work of clearance 
is, he explains, to be conducted partly by 
private enterprise. In the end, however, 
the timber will have to be sold to the 
merchants, and to attract the latter to the 
business, it is necessary to adopt a liberal 
policy and reduce the prime cost of the 
article. He proposes, therefore, that 
for a period of three years timber 
exported from Hoihow should be ex- 
empted from Customs, lekin, and all 
other duties. If at the end of that time 
merchants have taken up the business on 
an extended scale and a great supply of 
timber is obtained from the hills in the 
interior, the question of re-imposing the 
duties will receive further consideration. 
As regards the reclamation of land, the 
business is at present carried on in a de- 
sultory way, and if large areas are to be 
brought under cultivation, further encour- 
agement must be given to settlers. He 
now proposes to issue public notifications 
offering all who succeed in reclaiming with- 
in three years areas containing from 1,000 
to 10,000 mu of land the prospect of re- 
ceiving subordinate military offices as lieu- 
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tenants and sergeants charged with the 
maintenance of order in the districts in 
which they settle. He anticipates as a 
result of the encouragement a great inflow 
of eager colonists and the rapid opening up 
of the island. 


REMITTANCES TO PEKING FROM CANTON 
CUSTOM DUTIES. 

(4) In 1883 the Board of Revenue was 
authorised to raise a fund for issuing certain 
supplementary allowances to the metro- 
politan officials, and the Canton Customs 
revenue was to furnish a yearly contribution 
of Tls. 40,000 for the purpose. Two years 
later these allowances were incorporated as 
permanent additions to tho salaries of the 
officials and the rations of the troops 
serving in Peking, and a further remittance 
of Tls. 6,000 a quarter from the four-tenths 
of the foreign Customs duties at Canton, 
which had hitherto been applied to defray 
the subsidy due from Foochow to Peking, 
was to be diverted for the purpose of 
augmenting the fund in question. The 
Canton Customs have also to forward an 
annual sum of Ts. 300,000 for the treasury 
of the Privy Purse and the Imperial House- 
hold. The money is always borrowed in 
the first instance from Shansi bankers and 
repaid from the Customs duties as they 
come in. The Superintendent of Customs 
at Canton now reports that he has forward- 
ed Tis. 94,600 to Peking in part payment 
of the foreigoing claims. The amount is 
composed of the following items :—Tls. 
10,000 as a third instalment towards the 
fund for augmenting Peking salaries ; Tls. 
6,000 as a quarterly contribution diverted 
to the same object ; Tls. 75,000 as the 
autumn quarter’s payment of the claims of 
the Household and the Privy Purse ; Ts. 
1,125 to cover the loss in weighing the 
above ; ; Tls. 1,875 representing the gain 
realized.in the process of weighing at Can- 
ton which has now to be credited to the 
public account, and Tls. 600 for porterage 
expenses. 


APPOINTMENT OF TAOTAI AT HANKOW. 

January 31st.-—Wu-chén, the late Taotai 
at Hankow, having been obliged by sickness 
to resign his position, Chiang Jén- ching, a 
native of Anhui who has held the acting 
appointment far some time, has been 
confirmed in the post. The new in- 
cumbent is sixty-one years of age and 
has a long record of public service. 
Starting as a Secretary to the Grand 
Council in 1860, he served in the Tsungli 
Yamén and a number of other Metropolitan 
offices until 1870, when he received his 


first. provincial appointment as Prefect of 
P‘u-chou Fu in Shansi, where he rose to be 
Taotai and successively acted as Judge and 
Lieutenant-General. Two years ago he was 
transferred to Hupei, where he has since 
held the post of Salt Intendant at Wu- 
chang Fu. According to the Viceroy and 
Governor he has given much satisfaction 
during his acting tenure of office at Hankow. 


February lstand 2nd. —During the period 
for which ‘‘the seals are closed” at the 
Chinese New Year, the Gazette appears only 
every other day. 


SUPPRESSION OF ABORIGINAL RISING ON THE 
BORDER COUNTRY IN YUNNAN, 


(1) A Decree.—We are in receipt of a 
Memorial from Ts‘en Yii-ying in which he 
reports that the Imperial troops have made 
a successful assault on the strongholds of 
some rebels in the Lo-hei districtin Yiinnan, 
and have captured their leaders. The 
measures taken for the pacification of the 
country are also adverted to in the same 
Memorial. Chronic trouble has been oc- 
casioned on the frontier by the frequent 
risings of the Lo-hei aborigines in the pre- 
fecture of Shun-ning in Yiinnan. Not long 
ago, a rebel leader, named Chang Téng-fa 
having gathered together a band of marau- 
ders and infested every part of the country, 
Ts‘én Yii-ying sent troops to operate against 
him from all sides and gained a succession 
of victories. They took over a hundred 
rebel encampments, captured a great quan- 
tity of arms and ammunition, and re- 
ceived the submission of more than 10,000 
Chinese and aborigines who had joined 
the rebels. Chang Téng-fa’s son, Chang 
Shih-pao, and his younger brother, Chang 
Chéng-liang, were captured one after the 
other. Finally, Chang Téng-fa himself 
was tracked out and caught in a cave on 
the top of the, Ta-ch‘ing mountain, and all 
three were openly executed in presence of 
the army. Credit is due to all concerned 
for the prompt and effective manner in 
which the country has been pacified. We 
command that Ts‘én Yiiying to given back 
the two steps of commutative rank of which 
he was formerly deprived. We authorize 
him likewise to recommend for rewards or 
posthumous distinctions all the military 
and civil officers who distinguished them- 
selves on the occasion, as also all those 
who were wounded or killed in the field of 
battle. Let him also furnish Us with a 
report on the number of additional civil and 
military establishments which, havingregard 
to the circumstances of the case, he thinks 
ought to be created for the control of 
strategic places. 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS FROM CANTON FOR RELIEF OF 
YELLOW RIVER SUFFERERS, 


(2) Chang Chih-tung states that he and 
all his staff at Canton were deeply affected 
on reading the telegram announcing the 
appropriation of the grain-tax and of public 
funds for the benefit of the sufferers in 
Honan. He at once gave orders for the 
collection of subscriptions among the 
wealthy gentry and merchants of the city. 
As it was impossible, however, to get in all 
the money in time, it was decided to send 
in advance a first instalment of Tls. 10,000. 
This was sent to the relief agency in 
Shanghai and since then two further 
advances of Tls. 10,000 each have been 
remitted in bills to Li Hung-chang for 
transmission to Honan. When the subscrip- 
tions have been all collected and the above 
advances repaid, the balance of the total 
amount realized will be remitted for the 
relief of the distress. 


ScaLE OF REWARDS FOB SERVICES IN CONNEC- 
TION WITH THE STOPPAGE OF THE YELLOW 
RIVER BREACH. 


(3) In accordance with the rules of the 
Board of Civil Office, services preformed on 
river works are not entitled to receive any 
exceptional form of reward. In the Decree, 
however, which was recently published on 
the subject, officers who especially exerted 
themselves in effecting the stoppage of the 
breach at Chéng Chou were to: be treated 
on a more liberal scale, and the Board has 
now submitted to the Throne its idea of the 
manner in which these orders should be 
carried into effect. It proposes to call for 
a full list, with their respective ranks, of 
all the officers employed at the river, to 
which the dates ef their entering upon duly 
are to be added. Its experience of the last 
occasion on which rewards of the kind were 
solicited has induced it to take this step. 
The rule in Shantung was that rewards 
should be granted for good service and 
that failure of duty should be punished. 
In the result over a hundred recommenda- 
tions for promotion were submitted in every 
instance and not more than one or two 
cases of negligence were noted. The banks 
collapsed as fast as they were repaired, 
and the men who had been rewarded for 
repairing them were allowed to divest 
themselves of all responsibility. In the 
present instance, it is proposed that every 
recommendation should be accompanied by 
a statement of the length of time the re- 
pairs are guaranteed to last, and that the 
officers who havg been rewarded should be 
held responsible, making good all damage 
that may occur within the specified period. 
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Should they have been transferred to other 
provinces and be unable to return to Honan 
for the purpose, they will be mulcted in 
sums suflicient to cover the cost of the 
repairs. This plan will, it is thought, con- 
vince the officials concerned of the desira- 
bleness of giving their work permanent 
stability if they are to retain the rewards 
prescribed for river services. 


REWARD FOR LITERARY MERIT. 


February 3rd and 4th.—(I) The Literary 
Chancellor of Anhui requests that some 
mark of distinction may be bestowed upon 
a distinguished scholar and author named 
Fang Tsung-ch‘eng. This gentleman was 
formerly a member of the government ser- 
yice in the province of Chihli, where he 
reached the rank of District Magistrate. 
He attracted the attention of the late Vice- 
roy Tseng Kuo-fan and the present Vice- 
roy Li Htng-chang, both of whom spoke 
of his literary knowledge and his practical 
virtue and benevolence. He retired from 
his post on account of ill-health and is now 
more than seventy years of age. But in his 
retirement he is still a constant student, 
and by his learning and conduct affords an 
example which cannot fail to stimulate the 
idle and strengthen the weak.—Decree 
published separately. 

KANSU. REMITTANCES RECEIVED. 

(2) The Governor-General T'an Chung- 
lin reports the receipt of the subsidies ap- 
portioned by the Board of Revenue to the 
province of Kansu for the year 1886, 
amounting to the sum of Tis. 4,800,000. 
Every province has forwarded its allotted 
sum, except Szechuen, which up to the 
present has only remitted a portion. The Me- 
morialist also notes that though he has re- 
ceived theamount due by Kiangsiforthe year 
in question, that province has not yet sent 
its allotment of Tls. 50,000 for the preced- 
ing year. In accordance with the regula- 
tion established he requests that rewards 
may be conferred on the Provincial Trea- 
surers, Commissioners, and Taotais who 
have thus acquitted themselves of their 
duty within the prescribed limit.—Referred 
to the Board of Revenue. 

rea aking 

February 5th.—(1) Shih-tseng is appoint- 
ed Sane ioe Prondout of the Board of 
War; Mien-i is appointed Junior Vice- 
President of the Board of War ; Ch‘ing-fu 
is appointed Junior Vice-President of the 
Mongolia office. 

NUMBER OF SOLDIERS IN ANHUI. 

(2) The Governor of Anltui furnishes his 
annual report of the number of soldiers 
belonging to the army of his province. 
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The return includes all the troops stationed 
in the various districts of the province, 
together with those specially attached to . 
the Governor's person. The force is divided 

_ Into two classes, the ‘‘ picked troops” and 

i the ‘‘supplementary force.” Under the 

first heading there are 678 cavalry, 699 

infantry and 4,545 garrison troops. Under 

the second heading, there are 320 cavalry, 

1,200 infantry, and 2,800 garrison troops. 

Total, 998 cavalry, 1,899 infantry, and 

7,345 garrison troops. In all, 10,242 men. 

The number of horses belonging to the 

army is 1,400, of which 998 are cavalry 

mounts and 402 are for the use of officers 
as prescribed by the regulations. 


ANHUL, CHARITABLE CONTRIBUTIONS. 


(3) The Governor of Anhui represents 
that immense distress was caused in the 
northern part of the province, when the 
country was suddenly overwhelmed by the 
waters of the Yellow River. Universal 
gratitude is felt for the bountiful kindness 
of the Emperor, who devoted a portion 
of the grain tribute to the relief of the 
sufferers. But the area affected is so 
wide that there-is plenty room for pri- 
vate efforts as well. The Governor and 
his colleagues and his subordinates have 
therefore contributed as they can from 
their salaries. He has at the same time 
written to the higher civil and mili- 
tary officers in other provinces to ask them 
for aid. In reply he has received the 
following subscriptions :—The Governor of 
Shun-t‘ien Fu, Tis. 7,000; the General of 
Hunan, Tis. 5,000; the Shou-ch‘un Briga- 
dier-General, Tls. 1,000; the Shanghai 
Taotai, Tls. 2,000. The Governor does not 
make any suggestion as to a reward to the 
two first mentioned donors, as their rank is 
too high for him to venture to do so ; but he 
humbly begs that some mark of the Em- 
peror’s approbation may be conferred on 
the two last named.—The Decree in reply 
directs the Board concerned to propose 
fitting regards for all four donors. 

APPOINTMENT. 

February 6th and 7th.—(1) Ch‘ung-kuang 
is appointed Comptroller of the Imperial 
Household. 

GRAND CANAL, PREPARATIONS MADE. 

(2) The Director-General of the Grain 
Transport, in certain Memorials already pre- 
sented to the Throne, described the works 
which he thought it advisable to carry out for 
the purpose of strengthening the river banks 
and sluices through which the Yellow River 
flood water must pass after it leaves the 

Hung-tsé Lake. He now reports that, on 
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the 29th of December, he left Ch ‘ing-chiang 
P‘u and proceeded to inspect the works 
which had been executed. In the vici- 
nity of the lake the preparations for 
withstanding the floods had been com- 
pleted in a very satisfactory manner; but 
further South, where the danger was less 
imminent, their execution had been post- 
poned for the moment for the want of 
funds. While the Memorialist was in the 
vicinity of the lake, there blew a violent 
gale from the north-west. Though the 
water in the lake had fallen, the size of the 
“waves was most alarming; but the works 
happily were already completed, and thus 
were able to withstand their force. Between 


the 27th of December and the 6th of 


January, the water in the lake again fell 
one foot and one inch, which still left a 
depth of six feet and nine inches above low 
water mark. In the part of the Grand 
Canal south of the lake the water was 
falling, though still very deep. In the part 
to the north it was pretty nearly dry. 


CHARITABLE SUBSCRIPTION BY DISGRACED 
OFFICER. 

(3) The Governor of Honar reports the 
receipt of a charitable donation of Tls. 
10.000 from Kung-hsiian, who was formerly 
Taotai at Wuhu, but’ was commanded to 
resign his appointment. The Memorialist 
adds that the officer in question was restored 
to his original rank, less two degrees, on 
the joyful occasion of Her Majesty’s attain- 
ing her fiftieth year, three winters ago ; 
and by the magnitude of the sum he has 
now contributed from his private property, 
he has afforded an unsurpassed example to 
all the wealthy men in the Empire. More- 
over, he has requested that no reward may 
be conferred on him. The Memorialist, 
however, feels bound to bring the matter 
to the notice of the Emperor, in hopes that 
His Majesty may think fit to recognise in 
some exceptional way so distinguished an 
act of charity.—Referred to the Board con- 
cerned. . 


EXTORTION BY MILITARY OFFICER. 


(4) The Viceroy Li Hung-chang reports 
that the china cups on the telegraph poles 
in the Ch‘ang-li Distaict having been 
broken by somebody, the Magistrate of 
the place issued a summons against a man 
named Kao Tso-huai, and tried him for 
committing the offence. Whereupon an 
expectant Captain named Hsiao Wan-ch‘ing 
contrived by false pretences to extort a 
sum of money from Kao Tso-huai in con- 
nection with the affair. The Memorialist 
has given orders that the money be recover- 
ed and returned, and further begs that Kao 


Google 





Tso-huai may be cashiered and sent to 
serve at a military post station in Mongolia. 
—Approved by Rescript. 


SHANTUNG TRIBUTE RICE SENT TO HONAN. 


February 8th and 9th.—(1) On the ap- 
plication of the Governor of Honan, the 
Emperor orders that 50,000 piculs of this 
year’s tribute rice from Shantung, with 


proportionate allowance for waste and cost 
of freight, be sent to Honan for the relief 
of the sufferers from the Yellow River 
floods. 

PROGRESS OF NEPAUL MISSION. 

(2) The Governor of Shensi was informed 
by the Viceroy of Szechuen that the Nepaul- 
ese mission to Peking had arranged to start 
from the capital of Szechuen on the 1st of 
October last. He accordingly sent officers 
to meet them on the frontier of the pro- 
vince, and gave orders that they should be 
supplied with the means of travelling and 
whatever else they required. On the 28th 
of December they arrived at Si-an Fu. 
There they would stop a fortnight and then 
continue their journey. Advice has been 
sent to the Governor of Honan, in order 
that he might take charge of them on their 
reaching the boundaries of that province. 

RE-ENLISTMENT OF TROOPS IN HEI-LUNG 

CHIANG. 


(3) The Military Governor of Hei-lung- 
chiang presents a Memorial with reference 
to the re-enlistment of the drilled troops 
in that province known as the ‘‘Ch‘i-tzi 
Battalions.”” These troops are 4,500 in 
number, and by the regulations one-half 
of them should be dismissed every year 
and new recruits taken in their place. But 
ever since the great drain upon the province 
at the time of the war in the North-west, 
it has been difficult to get large quantities 
of sound and vigorous recruits. Last year 
it took six months to raise the requisite 
number, and if half should be changed 
now, the task will be yet more difficult. 
The taking away of so many men is 
doing harm to agriculture and the price 
of corn has doubled of late. The 
Memorialist therefore, as he has already 
reported, will only dismiss one-third of 
the force instead of one-half, and he has 
already got together the 1,500 able-bodied 
men thus required. Most of the soldiers 
are men from the nomad tribes.—Approved 
by Rescript. 

NEW YEAR'S CEREMONIES. 


11th to 14th February.—(1) The Court 
Circular of the’ 11th February announces 
that the movements of His Majesty upon 
New Year’s day will be as follows :—At 
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2.30 a.m. His Majesty will visit the Féng 
Hsien Tien, or the Imperial Ancestral Hall; 
at 4a.m. he will repair to the T‘ang-tzi, 
or the building outside the Imperial city in 
which the tablets of his ancestors are placed: 
at 7.45 a.m. he will proceed to the T‘zi 
Ning Kung or apartments of the Empress 
Dowager : at 8.45 a.m. a visit will be paid 
to the Chung Ho Tien and the T‘ai Ho 
Tien for the purpose of receiving congra- 
tulations : at 9.30 a.m. he will go to the 
Shou Huang Tien or Imperial Portrait Hall, 
and at noon precisely a banquet will be 
served in the Ch‘ien C‘ing Kung. 


THANKS FOR PRESENTS. 


(2) Prince Kung and Ch‘un return thanks, 
the former for a purse and sacrificial flesh 
meat, and the latter for a purse and swa- 
llow’s nests. 


LUCKY WIND ON NEW YEAR'S DAY. 

(3) The Imperial Board of Astronomy 
reports that upon the first day of the New 
Year the wind came from a favourable 
direction, presaging longevity and a year of 
plenty. 


POWDER EXPLOSION AT AMOY. 


(4) The Viceroy at Foochow forwards a 
report of the powder explosion at Amoy, 
and of the measures which have been taken 
for the relief of the sufferers. It seems that 
the powder and munitions for the use of the 
trovps at Amoy were formerly stored with- 
in the city, but owing to the risk arising 
from its presence among a crowded popula- 
tion, the magazine was in 1879 removed to 
the suburbs at Eh-mung-kang. The duty 
of guarding it devolved by turns upon the 
local troops, and once a year at the begin- 
ning of winter the powder was taken out 
and dried in the sun to prevent it from be- 
coming damp. Lieutenant-Colonel I Ching- 
hai, and four soldiers were in charge of the 
magazine which contained at the time over 
10,000 catties of power and saltpetre. At 
about 8 a.m. on the morning of the 19th 
November an additional body of fifteen men 
was detached to the magazine for the pur- 
pose of airing and drying the powder. At 
about 2 pm. aloud explosion was heard, 
and the powder factory was found to bein 
ruins, I Ching-hai and the nienteen others 
having entirely disappeared. The loss of 
ife and property in the vicinity was 
mmense. The civil and military authorities 
and the city fire brigades hastened to the 
spot and rondered what assistance they 
could. In the evening the smoke cleared 
away aud enabled steps to be taken for the 
relief and treatment of the sufferers. The 
Admiral P‘éng Ch‘u-han, the Taotai K ‘uci 
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Chiin, the Sub-Prefect T'ang Pao-chien, 
and the Magistrate of T‘ung-an, all fur- 
nished reports of the catastrophe and asked 
that funds should be sent for the relief of 
the sufferers. The Viceroy, after consulta- 
tion with the Taotai in charge of the Re- 
organisation Board, sent Tls. 10,000 to 
K‘uei Chiin to make such provision as 
seemed necessary for the distressed. Ex- 
clusive of the soldiers in the building, of 
whom no traces were left, the following is 
a list of the destruction to life and pro- 
perty. The offices of the Sub-Prefect, a 
Deputy Magistrate and Major, as well as a 
college, have been entirely demolished, as 
also have been 458 chien of rooms in private 
houses. The walls and rafters have heen 
destroyed in 979 chien, and the windows 
and tiling of 1,592 chien have been smashed 
and broken. Forty-eight people were killed 
including two women in the Deputy Magis- 
trate’s establishment, and more than 400 
others received injuries more or less serious. 
Soup kitchens were opened to provide 
food and shelter for the homeless, and 
medical aid was liberally procured for the 
wounded. $20 were given as a compas- 
sionate grant for every life that was 
lost and $10 for every chien of house pro- 
perty that was destroyed, while minor 
claims were met on a corresponding scale. 
The cause of the explosion has been the 
subject of much conjecture, but as the 
soldiers on guard at the time have all dis- 
appeared, there is no means of arriving at 
any conclusion on the subject. The Viceroy 
remarks that the work of spreading out pow- 
der to dry is one that requires the exercise of 
great care, and he proceeds to censure those 
on whom the responsibility of the present 
casualty seems to devolve. Hsii Chén- 
hsiang, the Colonel of the regiment whose 
turn it was to superintend the magazine 
this year, and P‘éng Ch‘u-han, the Admiral 
stationed at Amoy, are both considered to 
have failed in taking due precautions ; and 
it is asked that they should be handed 
over to the Board for the determination of 
fitting penalties. Great commiseration is 
expressed for I Ching-hai and the soldiers 
who lost their lives in the public service, 
and the Viceroy suggests that they should 
be awarded the customary marks of post- 
humous distinction. In conclusion, he 
requests permission to charge asa public 
disbursement the sum of Tls. 10,000, which 
was forwarded to Amoy.—Rescript.—We 
order that the penalties provided by law 
be inflicted upon Hsi Chén-hsiang and 
P‘éng Ch‘u-han: let I Ching-hai and the 
others receive suitable tokens of sympathy. 
As for the rest, let it be as requested. 
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YELLOW RIVER FLOOD. MEASURES FOR 
DRAINAGE OF WATER FROM HUNG-TSE LAKE. 


(5) In a joint Memorial to the Throne 
the Viceroy at Nanking, the Governor of 
Kiangsu, and the Director-General of the 
Grand Canal submit a statement of their 
views respecting the proposed drainage of 
the waters of the Hung-tze Lake. This 
report was accompanied with maps and 
plans which have not been published, and 
in their absence the details are not very 
clear. On the 2nd of Nov. last, the Vice-Pre- 
esident, Hsii Fu, who is a Kiangsu man and 
a Senior Wrangler, drew up an exhaustive 
paper on the Yellow River question, and 
it 1s to a consideration of his proposals that 
the memorialists now address themselves. 
The Vice-President stated that the country 
embraced in the Prefectures of Yang- 
chow and Huai-an could not dispose of the 
overflow of the Yellow River, and urged 
that the drainage of the inundated dis- 
trict should precede the question of clo- 
sing the breach at Chéng Chou. The 
writers say that the moment they heard 
of the bursting of the river they fully 
apprehended the great strain that would 
be put upon the Grand Canal by the 
pressure of the combined waters 
of the Huai and Yellow Rivers, and the 
danger to which the districts along the 
Li-hsia River would be exposed. They 
accordingly proposed to find an outlet for 
the water by deepening the Rivers Ch‘éng- 
tztii and Sui-shih. The country has now 
been surveyed, and it is found that the 
Ch ‘éng-tzti does not, as was at first thought, 
connect with the old bed of the Yellow 
River. To form such a connection would 
necessitate the making of an entirely new 
river. The intervening country lies high, 
the distance is considerable, and the 
expense of cutting a channel, even were 
it a successful solution of the question, 
which it is not likely to be, would be 
so great that orders have been given for the 
discontinuance of the work. With reference 
to the Vice President’s suggestion that 
the T‘ien-jan River should be deepened 
and used as a channel for drawing off 
the water, the writers remark that it and 
the Sui-shih River formed originally the 
connecting link between the Huai and the 
Yellow River, as is testified by old plans 
for regulating the Huai, all of which proceed 
on this basis. At Chang Fu-k‘ou, however, 
where the proposed channel would com- 
mence, there is a deep deposit of silt. 
Unless this was successfully removed, the 
result would be worse than useless, for it 
might have the effect of diverting into the 
new channel the waters of the Yi and 
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Ch‘ing-chiang Pu 
there are three locks, and the water 
at that point has for its source the Shun- 
ch‘ing River. In former tim s there was 
an embankment built here to dam up the 


water and afford security, but since the ~ 


Yellow River changed to the northern 
course, it has fallen into neglect. 

Now that the waters of the Huai are to 
be drawn off into the old Yellow River bed, 
this embankment must be restored to its 
former condition. The depth of the water 
and the velocity of the current will render 
the work very hazardous and difficult of 
accomplishment. Skilled officers who were 
sent to examine the condition of the 
Shun-ch‘ing River, report that the bed is 
higher in the northern than in the southern 
part of its course, but that by deepen- 
ing it can be reduced to a uniform level. 
Though the current was very rapid, a break- 
water could be constructed by the expen- 
diture of much material and labour. The 
Director-General found by personal inspec- 
tion that a sluice for drawing off the water 
could be opened at a place called Ch‘éng- 
chi-chia-yao-t‘ou, connecting on the upper 
side with Chang Fu-k‘ou, and on the lower 
side reaching as far as the seventh divi- 
sion of Wu-chéng. This would form quite 
as effectual an outlet as the Sui-shih 
River, and would entail less difficulty in 
execution. After repeated consultations it 
was definitely decided to make the neces- 
sary excavations, and the work was com- 
menced on the 5th December last. From 
Chang Fu-k‘ou to the Shun-c‘hing River it 
will be divided into thirty-eight sections, 
each in charge of a competent official. The 
depth of the excavations will be from one 
chang four or five feet to two chang—a much 
greater depth than any similar work has 
ever attained. The total cost of this and of 
restoring the old Yellow River bed from 
Yang-chuang to Yiin-ti Kuan is estimated 
at from Tls. 400,000 to Tls. 500,000. There 
will be great difficulty in raising the money, 
but as the well-being of the people is con- 
cerned, no effort will be spared to secure 
the success of the undertaking. On the 
14th December last the watermark at Kao- 
yu registered a depth of one chang two feet 
aud two inches, or two inches more than 
during the freshets of last autumn. The 
Director-General, in a previous Memorial, 
put down the maximum height as one chang 
four feet, but it has been decided not to 
adhere too closely to this estimate, and au- 
thority has accordingly been given for 
opening the sluices. The Memorialists 
conclude by observing that, though they 
had no opportunity of consulting Hsii-fu 
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beforehand, their scheme agrees in the 
main with the suggestions he had made. 
The Imperial Decree issued in reply insists 
upon the importance of: the work being 
completed before the freshets of nextspring. 
The Emperor has retained the map for his 
own perusal. 


MILITARY REORGANISATION IN HAINAN. 

February 15th and 16th.—(1) The Vice- 
roy and Governor at Canton present a 
Memorial respecting some changes which 
they propose to introduce in the composi- 
tion of the army of Hainan. The island 
stands in an isolated position, and its proxi- 
mity to Tongking makes it a place of im- 
portance from a military point of view. 
The requirements of coast defence and the 
control of the aborigines alike call for the 
presence of troops. Hitherto the want has 
has been supplied by enlisting ‘‘ braves ;” 
but this step has proved too expensive, 
and is at the best merely a temporary ex- 
pedient. The regular troops in Hainan 
number 4,099 men distributed in seven 
regiments stationed at different points in 
the island. Itis now proposed to select 250 
men out of each regiment, and form there- 
with a picked body of drilled troops number- 
ing 1,750in all. The island navy is composed 
of seven war junks, five of which are to be 
properly fitted up and stationed, two at Tan- 
chou, two at Hoihow, and one at Haian. 
They will be assigned a complement of 250 
picked men. The land and naval forces 
will draw Tls. 3 per man a month, and each 
vessel will have two quarter-masters, re- 
ceiving respectively Tls. 6 and Tls. 4.5 a 
month. Other petty officers will receive 
Tis. 9 a month, and in no instance will de- 
ductions be allowed. Commissioned officers, 
of whom there will be seven, are to 
draw a monthly salary of Tls. 100 irre- 
spective of their rank. The Brigade- 
General at Kiungchow is to be at the head 
of the force, with a salary of Tis. 200 a 
month. The remainder of the existing 
regular army will continue to perform their 
old duties as garrison troops on their old 
scale of pay. The annual cost of the new 
arrangement will be Tls. 88,848. From this, 
however, has to be deducted the sum of Ts. 
38,500 which represents the pay and allow- 
ances at present drawn by the men who are to 
be taken frum the regular army to form the 
new force. This leaves a net expenditure 
of over Tls. 50,000. It is proposed, how- 
ever, to disband five regiments of braves 
maintained at a yearly cust of Tis. 80,000. 
The new arrangement, therefore, instead 
of entailing a fresh outlay, will in reality 
effect a saving of Tls. 30,000 a year. The 
force will come into existence from the day 
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the braves are disbanded, and will be 
selected and drilled in the same way as was 
the organisation it supersedes. It will 
occupy a single encampment and the men 
will not be allowed to drift away into the 
towns and follow other occupations. Pay- 
ments will be issued punctually every month 
under the superintendence of the ‘Taotai at 
Kiungchow. All the abuses prevalent in 
the regular army are to have no place in the 
contemplated arrangement, which has been 
modelled on the Chihli military system, the 
only difference being that it is drawn up on 
a more economical scale. 


RESTORATION OF A LAKE AT FOOCHOW, 
WORK POSTPONED. 


(2) Some time ago the Viceroy at Foo- 
chow procured sanction to repair and 
restore to its former condition a lake to the 
west of Foochow, which is supposed to have 
an influence on the health and state of the 
city. A survey was made and the cost of 
the undertaking was estimated at Tls. 
30,000. The calls, however, which were 
made upon the provincial revenue for the 
repair of the breach of the Yellow River 
have quite depleted the Treasury, and it is 
now proposed to postpone the work until 
funds can be procured for the purpose. 


A PUBLIC PRINTING PRESS AT CANTON. 


February 17th and 18th.—(1) The Gov- 
ernor-General and the Governor at Canton 
report the establishment of a public library 
and printing office in that city. Sixty years 
ago, say the Memorialists, in the reign of 
Tao Kuang, Juan Yuan, a former Governor- 
General at Canton, undertuok the publica- 
tion of the Classical Commentary of the 
Ch‘ing Dynasty, a work consisting of more 
than fourteen hundred chapters, which was 
printed at the Hsiieh-hai-t‘ang, where the 
blocks have since been preserved. From 
the glory thus shed on the sages of old 
and the encouragement afforded to the 
students of the present, it has resulted 
that there has been a constant succes- 
sion of scholars, who have both mastered 
the writings and practised the precepts of 
the classical authors; and new works or 
new editions of old works have been pub- 
lished in large numbers. Still there are 
valuable compositions which exist only in 
manuscript, or which have been printed 
but not issued to the world. The Memo- 
rialists hold that it is the duty of the Can- 
ton Province to make known these literary 
treasures, in imitation of the example 
set by the Hsiieh-hai-t‘ang. They are well 
aware how important it is to the good govern- 
ment of the country that educational pro- 
jects should be promoted, so that the people 
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rity gain the benefits of good learning. 


They desire to print and publish historical 
works, classical works, encyclopzedias, and 
such books, whereby the present and the 
past may be compared, help may be ob- 
tained in the path of rectitude, and morals 
and manners may be strengthened. Last 
year the Governor-General contributed 
funds for the foundation of the library ; but 
to render it lasting an established home 
and a fixed income are necessary. The 
Memuorialists have selected the old arsenal 
inside the new city, which they haverepaired 
and rebuilt as seemed necessary. The Go- 
vernor-General has subscribed Ts. 10,000; 
the Governor, Tls. 3,000; a literary founda- 
tion in Shun-té, Tls. 10,000; the Shansi 
Guild, Tls. 10,000; a benevolent associa- 
tion at Canton, Tls. 5,000; the Prefect 
of Ch‘ao Chou, Tls. 5,000; total—Tls. 
43,000. This sum has been put out to in- 
terest, and will bring in yearly Tls. 2,365, 
to which certain mercantile societies, the 
Ching-chung T‘ang, and the Ch‘eng-hsin 
T‘ang will add Tls. 5,000 every year. The 
regular income will thus be Tls. 7,365. The 
sun is not very large, but as much will be 
done with it as possible ; and if at any time 
further contributions be received, the ex- 
penditure will be increased in proportion, 
and more books will be published. The 
Salt Commissioners will preside ex-officio 
over the library, and men of learning will 
be found to supervise the work executed. 
Copies of all publications will be forwarded 
to the Academy of Learning at Peking for 
the use of the students there.-—Rescript : 
Let the Yamén concerned take note. 


RETIREMENT OF PREFECT AT FOOCHOW. 

(2) P‘eng Ao, a native of Kiangsi and at 
present Acting Prefect at Foochow, repre- 
sents that after spending twenty years in the 
Government service in Fukien, he has just 
received intelligence that his ancestral 
graveyard has been damaged by a sudden 
flood which took place last autumn. He 
therefore requests that he may be allowed 
to relinquish his post in the public service 
and return to his home, in order to attend 
to the necessary repairs.—Granted by 
Rescript. 

CH‘IN RIVER. BREACH REPAIRED. 


February 19th and 20th.—(1) The Govy- 
ernor of Honan reports that the local 
authorities have succeeded in closing the 
breach in the embankments of the Ch‘in 
River in the District of Wu-ling in Northern 
Honan. As has been mentioned in an 
earlier Gazette, the breach was caused by 
the great flood which washed away the bank 
of the Yellow River at Chéng Chou and 
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inundated Honan and Anhui. The Taotai 


Ts‘ao Ping-ché, who .was in charge of the 
works, reports that he was fortunately 
favoured with fine weather, and on the 
8th of January last the ends of the new 
embankineuts were brought near enough 
together to be joined by a cable. There- 
upon all hands laboured with all their might 
in bringing materials and closing the gap. 
At the same time they opened the canal 
which had been made to lead the water from 
the breach ; and when the new wall was 
made, they rapidly strengthened it with 
supports and backing. In twenty-four 
hours of continuous labour the work was 
accomplished successfully. Auother smaller 
opeuing was in like manner closed two days 
later. The Memorialist requests that the 
decoration of the peacock’s feather may be 
bestowed on the Taotai Ts‘ao Ping-ché. 
That ofticer only took charge of his oftice 
the day after the accident occurred, when 
he found an empty treasury and a terrified 
population. He took up his residence on 
the river bank amidst wind and rain, water 
and mud, superintending the work of rescu- 
ing those in danger. He bought food with 
his own money, and sent it on rafts to the 
sufferers. Then he gave his attention to 
the repair of the embankment, which by 
his good judgment and energy has been 
rapidly completed. The Memorialist there- 
fore prays that the distinction above men- 
tioned may be conferred on the Taovtai, 
and that the officers who assisted him may 
be allowed to be recommended for some 
reward as well. The Memorialist is about 
to proceed to the great breach to hurry on 
the collection of materials, and he will 
make a detour by the way to the Ch‘in 
River in order officially to inspect the com- 
pleted repairs.—Approved by Rescript. 
GENERAL TUNG MING-LI RETAINED AT 
YELLOW RIVER. 

(2) A Brigadier-General of distinction, 
Tung Ming-li, was in possession of a com- 
mand in Kuangsi when he was forced to 
retire temporarily and go into mourning on 
account of the death of his mother. He 
afterwards travelled of his own accord to 
Honan, and offered his services for any du- 
tyin connection with the closing of the breach 
in the Yellow River. The Governor, know- 
ing him to be an earnest and hard-working 
officer, was glad to give him charge of the 
brigades of labourers which had been 
organized among the drowned-out country- 
men. The period of his mourning is now 
completed, and he ought to return to Kuang- 
si; but he is at the moment engaged with 
his men in digging out the ‘‘ conducting 
canal,” where his presence is required day 
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and night. As it would be inadvisable to 
entrust this partially completed work to the 
charge of a new superintendent, the Go- 
vernor asks permission to retain him tem- 
porarily in Honan.—Granted by Rescript. 
COMPILATION OF IMPERIAL PEDIGREE. 
February 21st and 22nd.—(1) Prince 


Tun reports that the decennial revision of |! 


the Emperor’s Genealogical Register has 
taken place during the past year. The 
members of the Imperial family being now 
very numerous, the revising otticers were 
only able to accomplish their task in the 
prescribed time by an extraordinary display 
of zeal and industry. Great economy has 
been practised, and care has been taken 
that the accuracy of the work should not 
suffer from speed with which it was com- 
pleted. The Prince therefore prays that, 
according to precedent, he may be per- 
mitted to recommend to the ofticers con- 
cerned for some marks of His Majesty’s 
favour.—Rescript published previously. 


TENG CH‘ENG-HSIN ASKS LEAVE TO RETIRE. 
(2) Teng Ch‘eng-hsin, one of the 
Ministers of the Tsung-li Yamén, again 
applies for permission tu retire from the 
public service. When sent last year to the 
Canton Province (where he was at the head 
of the Tongking boundary commission), his 
health suffered severely from the climate. 
During a holiday which he took afterwards 
in Canton, his condition improved to some 
extent ; but since his return to Peking he 
has taken a chill which has brought back 
his disease. The two months’ leave granted 
by the Emperor has failed to cure him ; 
whenever he tries to work he suffers from 
palpitations and giddiness, and he can- 
not sleep at night. He broke his arm by 
a fall from his horse, and the limb cannot 
be straightened. He feels that a length- 
ened period of repose will be necessary to 
bring back his health, and therefore he 
desires to resign his place in the public 
service. He is not yet tifty years old, and 
should he becomestrong once more he will be 
glad to have the honour of being employed 
again.—By Rescript, one moremonth’s leave 
of absence is granted to the Memorialist. 
SHANTUNG TROOPS SENT TO HONAN. 


(3) Some time ago the late Governor of 
Honan applied to Chang Yao, the Governor 
of Shantung, for the loan of a few battalions 
of troops to aid in keeping order in Honan. 
The request, however, was refused on the 
ground that the troops were all required in 
Shantung to guard the coast. The present 
Governor renewed the application on taking 
up his post, as he was much afraid that the 
unsettled state of the country in the neigh- 
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bourhood of the inundated districts might 
lead to an outbreak of banditti, and that 
the starving population would in such a 
case be tempted to join the insurgents. 
He now reports that the Governor of Shan- 
tung has found himself able to despatch 
three battalions, which have already arrived 
at the capital of Honan. 


FORMOSA. SUBJUGATION OF SAVAGES. 


\ February 23rd and 24th.—(1) The Go- 
vernor of Formosa presents a Memorial 


| giving an account of the measures he has 


taken in the north and centre of the island 
to restore order among some of the tribes 
which had previously been subjugated but 
had since relapsed into savagery. Last 
summer the hill districts in the north were 
ravaged by pestilence, and the greater 
portion of the troops stationed there 
were moved down to the plain to escape 
the contagion. The savages suffered very 
severely from the disease, and accord- 
ing to their custom they endeavoured to 
avert it by putting peuple to death. 
In the first instance seven Chinese were 
killed by different savages ; but the mur- 
derers were cither arrested or given up, 
after which they were condemned and 
executed. In the middle of August, again, 
four Chinese woodcutters were surprised and 
killed, and in the next two days three more 
men suffered the same fate. Upon this 
a party, consisting of an interpreter, a petty 
officer, and eight soldiers, was sent to the 
village of Ta-pa Shé to demand the surrender 
of the guilty persons. But the savages, so 
far from complying. had even the audacity 
to expose the heads of their victims in front 
of their houses in order to terrify the 
comers. This led to a quarrel, and the in- 
terpreter and his companions were all slain. 
The savages then joined their friends in 
the neighbouring villages in revolting 
against the government. The weather was 
at this time too hot for the soldiers to make 
an expedition far into the mountains. 
Nothing, therefore, was done at the moment 
beyond replacing the garrisons at their 
former posts. At the same time enquiries 
were made, and it was clicited that the most 
murderous and rebellious of all the savages 
were those of Ta-pa Shé, whose village was 
very diftiult to approach, though it was only 
sixty li from Tamsui, and was surrounded 
on three sides by inhabited country. About 
the middle of October the Memorialist di- 
rected an officer named Lin Wei-yuan to 
take command ofa strong force of soldiers 
and militia and proceed against Ta-pa Shé. 
First the villages in the neighbourhood 
were destroyed, and then an advance was 
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made on Ta-pa Shé itself. The savages 
offered a strenuous resistance, but a body of 
troops was sent to take them in the rear, 
and so the stronghold was captured with a 
loss to the assailants of between ten and 
twenty men. A day or two afterwards the 
headmen came and gave their submission. 
As the savages seemed irreclaimable while 
they remained in their present position, it 
was determined to move them on to the 
point. They did not number more than a 
thousand souls: and it was calculated 
that after a year or two, the cost of 
maintaining them would be recovered 
from the rent of the lands they re- 
linquished, the greater part of which 
was fertile and valuable. In the centre 
of the island there was a somewhat similar 
story of outrages. First one or two Chinese 
were waylaid, then two parties, each of four 
men, were cut off. At the beginning of 
October therefore troops were sent to punish 
the village of Pai-mao Shé. They were 
opposed by a body of 500 savages, who 
fought from daylight to evening before 
giving way. Nexta place called Kuo-leng 
was surprised, and the troops were stationed 
in the surrounding villages. The following 
day the savages assumed the offensive, and 
attacked one of these garrisons, but rein- 
forcements came up and they were dis- 
persed. Constant fighting continued for 
seventeen days without intermission, during 
which time the Chinese loss was between 
thirty and forty men, that of the savages 
being larger ; afterwards the savages gave 
to their submission, and the troops returned 
to their former posts. The Memorialist 
concludes by asking for honours for those 
officers who most distinguished themselves, 
including one who fell in action.—The ap- 
plication is approved by Rescript. 

VISIT OF EMPEROR TO PRINCE CH‘UN. 

February 25th and 26th.—(1) At 11.30 
a.m. to-morrow the Emperor will entertain 
the Ministers of his Court at a banquet, 
after which he will proceed through the 
Shén-wu and Hsi-an gates to the Palace of 
Prince Ch‘un, to make a visit of enquiry. 
The same line of route will be followed on 
the return journey. 

REWARDS TO OFFICERS FOR REMITTING 

PROVINCIAL SUBSIDIES TO KANSU 
AND TURKESTAN,. 

(2) For some years past the total subsidy 
sent annually to Kansu and Turkestan for 
military purposes has been Tls. 4,800,000. 
This sum is provided by Honan, Shansi, 
Anhui, Hunan, Kiangsu, the Two Huai 
districts and Hupei, and the respective 





each year by the Board of Revenue. The 
remittances are forwarded to the Kansu 
treasury, which retains its own share and 
distributes the remainder. In order to 
ensure the prompt transmission of the 
money, the Board drew up a set of regu- 
lations promising rewards to all financial 
authorities who sent off their instalments 
within the prescribed limit of time, and 
assigning penalties to those who failed to 
make punctual remitances. The Viceroy of 
the Shen Kan province reports to the 
Throne once a year on the subject, and for- 
wards a list of the provincial authorities to 
whom rewards or penalties are respectively 
to be assigned. In 1885 the only defaulter 
was Kiangsi, which failed to send its 
contribution of Tls. 500,000. In 1886 Se- 
chuen fell into arrears to the extent of Ts. 
334,000. With these two exceptions, the 
provincial subsidies were duly received in 
good time, and the Emperor is now asked 
by the board to confer the prescribed re- 
wards on the authorities whose disinteres- 
ted exertions contributed to this result. 
The case of the two defaulting provinces 
is under consideration, and will receive 
separate treatment.— Decree previously 
published. 


HONOURS CONFERRED ON A RETIRED PROVIN- 
CIAL GOVERNOR FOR PUBLIC MUNIFICENCE, 


(3) Li Wén-min, who was formerly Gover- 
nor of Kiangsi, has been living since his 
retirement at his ancestral home in the 
district of Hsihsiang in Shensi, where he 
has been engaged in a number of philan- 
thropic enterprises. He began by spend- 
ing a sum of Tis. 14,100 in buying land 
and house property, the yearly rental 
of which was to be devoted to the educa- 
tion and maintenance of the orphaned 
and widowed members of his family clan, 
as also to defraying marriage and funeral 
expenses. The control of the money 
was vested in a council of elders, and a 
set of regulations had been drawn up pre- 
scribing the manner in which it was to be 
applied. Before he left his post in Kiangsi, 
Li Wén-min subscribed a sum of Tls. 2,000 
towards the restoration of a college in Han- 
chung Fu, and some time later he added 
another addition of Tls. 2,000 to defray 
the travelling expenses, ‘‘ essay money,” 
and other disbursements of students pro- 
ceeding to the provincial or metropolitan 
examinations. He further spent Tls. 810 
in procuring a library of classical and his- 
torical works for the use of the students. 
Altogether he has incurred an expenditure 
of about Tis. 19,000, and the form of 
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been the subject of special consideration 
on the part of the Board of Cere- 
monies. The ordinary rule of the subject 
is that a man who subscribes Tis. 1,000 or 
upwards to an object of public utility is 
entitled to the privilege of erecting an 
honorary ‘portal to his own memory, but 
the Board does not think that this reward 
would in the present instance be commensur- 
ate with the extent of the generosity or the 
high rank of the donor. A precedent hav- 
ing been found in the case of Hsii Kéng- 
shén, the present acting President of the 
Board of War, it has been decided, as a 
means of marking the Imperial apprecia- 
tion of generosity, to present Li Wén-min 
with a tablet bearing an autograph inscrip- 
tion by the Emperor. 


EXCAVATION OF CHANNEL TO CARRY OFF THE 

SURPLUS WATER OF THE GRAND CANAL, 

February 27th and 28th .—(1) Li Hung- 
chang and the Governor of Shantung for- 
ward a report on the subject of certain 
river works which they have carried out 
with a view to prevent the frequent flooding 
of the country to the South of Peking. The 
channels on the border country between 
Shantung and Chihli, which in former 
days formed an outlet during the present 
seasons for the everflow of the Grand 
Canal, had fallen into neglect, and, as a 
result, the southern portion of Chibli was 
continually exposed to floods. A channel 
had, it is true, been cut in the Ching- 
hai district, but it was found that the only 
effectual way of draining off the water was 
to open up an old outlet which had its 
source at Ssii-nii-ssii in En Hsien in Shan- 
tung, and carry it thence to the sea. The 
line of communication ran first through the 
north of Shantung, and was continued 
through Wu-ch‘iao, Ning-ching and Ch‘ing- 
yiin in Chihli. Here it again entered Shan- 
tung, and finally reached the sea after 
passing through the Lé-ling and Hai- 
féng districts. The distance traversed 
in Shantung was 221,700 chang and in 
Chihli 333,060 -chang. The channel was 
from eight to twelve chang in breath 
and one chang three or four feet in depth. 
The estimated cost of the work, including 
a number of weirs, locks, and bridges, was 
Tis. 100,000. It was started early in the 
winter of 1886, and was completed towards 
the end of last July. A month or two later 
the Grand Canal was supplemented by the 
water of the Yellow River, and though the 
volume received was much greater than in 
past years it was all drained away by the 
new channel, which has thus proved its 
value as an outlet for the canal. The land on 
the banks of the latter for a distance of over 
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1001 has been placed under cultivationagain, 
merchant ships can go up the new channel as 
far as Ch‘ing-yiin, while its whole course 
can be travetsed by small boats. The 
mercantile classes have gained a convenient 
route for transit, and people in the South of 
Chihli have been benefited in a very sub- 
stantial manner. Great credit is ascribed to 
an expectant Taotai named Chin Fu-tséng, 
who made the preliminary surveys and 
directed the enterprise, and itis asked that 
he and his colleagues should receive pro- 
motion under the regulations which apply 
to services in connection with river works, 
—Referred to the consideration of the 
Board. 
DONATION FOR RELIFF OF YELLOW RIVER 
SUFFERERS, 

(2) Li Hung-chang reports that Li Chao- 
wén, a Secretary in the Board of Punish- 
ments, who recently travelled while on 
leave of absence through Honan, and had 
an opportunity of witnessing the distress in 
the afflicted regions, has subscribed a sum 
of Tls. 3,000, which he had gathered to- 
gether to cover his travelling expenses, 
towards the relief of the sufferers. Though 
the donor disclaimed all intention of wish- 
ing that any notice should be taken of his 
act, the Viceroy asks that he should, not- 
withstanding, be given brevet rank of the 
third degree. 

REWARDS TO MILITARY OFFICERS CHARGED 
WITH THE CARE OF THE TELEGRAPH 
LINE ''0 PEKING. 

(3) The same writer remarks with satis- 
faction on the fact that the telegraph line 
to Peking, which has now been open for 
more than three years, has mot with no 
serious impediment during its existence. 
The poles and wires have been preserved 
intact, and important messages continued 
to be transmitted without a hitch. This 
result he attributes to the care with which 
its various sections have been guarded by 
the military authorities, a list of whom he 
submits to the Throne for the bestowal of 
different forms of reward and preferment. 


WRECK OF 8.8. ‘‘ PAUTAH.” CHARGES AGAINST 
LOCAL AUTHORITIES. 

February 29th and March 1st.—({1) The 
Censor, Liu Lun-hsiang, presents amemorial 
charging the Magistrate of Jung-ch‘éng, in 
Shantung, with having allowed great in- 
justice to be done to the people in the 
vicinity of Ch‘éng-shan-t‘ou in connection 
with the wreck of the steamer Pautah. 
On the night of the 20th July last the 
Pautah ran upon a rock at this point on 
the coast. Her cargo was taken to Che- 
foo, put part of it that could not be got 
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away in time was, there is reason to be- 
lieve, plundered by the people of the 
place. Similar depredations have in past 
years been committed at the same place, | 
and the punishment of the guilty parties 
has always been attained without causing 
any general trouble. In the present instance, 
however, the Magistrate, instead of going 
himself to take repressive measures, left 
the matter in the hands of a military 
graduate of the name of Yii T‘ing-kao. | 
This individual collected a force of 300 — 
braves, armed them with foreign muskets 
and spears, and, proceeding to the district, 
commenced operations in a very summary : 
manner. The popular feeling was aroused | 
and a petition of their grievances was laid 
before the Magistrate, who, however, 
feigned ignorance of what had happened. 
Incensed at this, the people seized Yii 
T‘ing-kao and detained him as a prisoner 
until the Magistrate compromised matters 
to procure his release. A report of the 
occurrence was made by the Magistrate, and 
its nature may be inferred from the result 
it produced. A gunboat was sent to the dis- 
trict to demand 5,000 strings of cash in 
settlement of the affair. The villagers having 
declined payment, three more gunboats were 
despatched ; armed parties were landed who 
opened fire on the villages and committed 
terrible excesses. Over thirty villages were 
sacked, many women were ravished, and 
several people of both sexes threw them- 
selves into rivers and wells to escape the 
ravages of the soldiers. More than ten 
corpses were produced to attest the fact, 
and the number of the missing was found 
to be about 200. The Memorialist is quite 
willing to admit that the plunder was 
committed, but he does not see that a 
whole district should be punished in such a 
ruthless and indiscriminate manner for the 
crime of a number of its worst characters. 
He concludes by asking that the Governor 
of the province should be directed to have 
the whole matter thoroughly investigated. 
(2) Another Censor, Mu Yin-ch‘iao, writes 
in much the same strain as the foregoing. 
A capable officer would, he affirms, have 
easily settled the whole matter by making 
an example of a few of the depredators 
instead of going to work in a reckless way 
and ruining innocent people. The Magis- 
trate, Li Wén-jung, listened to the prompt- 
ings of his trusted agent, and greatly 
exaggerated the whole occurrence. Shéng 
Hsiian-huai, the Taotai at Chefoo, was 
misled by the Magistrate’s report, and sent 
the gunboats without taking the trouble of 
ascertaining the particulars. The writer 
describes the outrageous conduct of the 
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gunboats, and comments strongly on the 
fact that a newly made grave was rifled by 
the soldiers under the suspicion that it 
contained part of the plundered property. 
He asks that the Governor should be directed 
to depute # commission composed of hon- 
est officials of good standing to hold an 
inquiry into the whole case. 

THE GOVERNOR’S VERSION OF THE CASE. 

(3) Chang Yao, the Governor of Shan- 
tung, acknowledges the receipt through the 
Grand Council of an indictinent by a mem- 
ber of the Hanlin against the local autho- 
rities in connection with the Pautah case, 
on which he was invited to make any 
observations he had to offer. The charge 
was divided into three counts: the first 
dealing with the conduct of Yii T‘ing-kao 
in exacting levies from the people ; the 
second referring to the false report from 
the Magistrate on which the application 
for troops was based; and the third, in 
which the subsequent judicial proceedings 
were unfavourably reviewed. The Gover- 
nor states that he sent two commissions, one 
official and one non-official, to investigate 
the circumstances on the spot. Their re- 
ports were identical, and the following 
is their substance. When the Pautah 
casualty occurred the villagers in the 
neighbourhood of the wreck took ad- 
vautage of the opportunity to plunder 
the cargo. As there was no force to 
restrain them, Yii T‘ing-kao was sent 
with a company of ‘‘braves” to restore 
order. On the 31st of July, before he had 
reached his destination, he was confronted 
and attacked by a crowd of villagers and 
forced to retire with some of his men 
wounded. The statement that the affair 
had its origin in Yi T‘ing-kao’s attempt to 
make illegal exactions is entirely ground- 
less. As to the second count, the Magistrate 
was impounded in a fish shop and forced to 
givea bond. Thus humiliated, he applie 
to the Taotai at Chefoo for permission to 
be relieved of his duties. The latter sent 
two officers, one after the other, to the 
scene of the pillage, and the people were 
advised by them, time after time, to give up 
those of their number who were responsible 
for the pillage and the forcible detention of 
the Magistrate. It was only after they 
had persistently declined to comply with 
this advice that a request was made for 
troops. That request did not emanate from 
the Magistrate, who made no false report 
on the subject. The charge respecting the 
conduct of the subsequent inquiry is equally 
unfounded. The investigation was con- 
ducted by the Prefect of Téng-ch‘ou, with 
whom was associated another officer, and 
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the principal offenders confessed to the act 
of pillage, to the coercion put upon the 
Magistrate, as also to the resistance offered 
to the Imperial troops. The Magistrate 
being a feeble creature, and the military 
graduate Yii Tting-kao having a very bad 
reputation, the memorialist had already 
preferred a request that they should be 
both cashiered. The other allegations re- 
specting the intimidation and loss of life 
and property being of a still graver nature, 
a special officer was sent to Ch‘éng-shan 
and the neighhourhood to inquire into the 
conduct of the troops on the occasion in 
question. He issued proclamations inviting 
statements from the people on the subject, 
but though he remained several days not a 
single person came forward to make any 
charge. The elders of all the villages were 
summoned to meet him, but after the 
closest questioning, not a single instance of 
injury to life or maltreatment of the kind 
alleged could be discovered. The houses 
in the villages were in unifurm good condi- 
tion, and showed no sigus whatever of 
having been shelled. 


RETIREMENTS. 


March 2nd and 3rd.—(1) Teng Ch‘eng- 
hsiu (Minister of the Tsung-li Yamén) is 
premitted to retire from the service of the 
government on the ground of ill-health. 
Wen-shuo (Chinese Resident in Tibet) is 
recalled from his post. On arriving at 
Peking he will await further orders. 
Ch‘ang-keng is appointed Resident in Tibet. 
He will not come to the capital for 
instructions, but will proceed to his post 
with all possible speed. He is given the 
rank of Deputy-Lieutenant General. 

THE ‘‘ PAUTAH” CASE. ENQUIRY INTO 

CONDUCT OF OFFICIALS. 


(2) Very serious allegations having been 
made against the officers concerned in 
dealing with the plunderers on the Pautah, 
the Governor of Shantung was instructed 
to report on the case. He therefore 
selected two officers of good standing and 
high reputation for the purpose of making 
enquiries on the spot. These officers 
having visited the place incognito, and 
having spent several days in gaining infor- 
mation privately, sent in a very complete 
report. It appears that the Pawtah went 
ashore on the Shantung Promontory at 4 
a.m, on the 21st of July last. A report 
was sent to the Magistrate of Jung-ch‘eng, 
who came to the spot and charged the 
coastguard and the salvage officer of the 
locality with the duty of protecting the 
vessel. On the night of the 23rd the 
people swarmed on board and began to 
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plunder. The Magistrate, not having a 
sufficient force at his disposal to control 
them, wrote to a inilitary graduate named 
Yii T‘ing-kao to enlist a cuuple of hundred 
soldiers and come to his assistance. On 
the 31st Yii T‘ing-kao had arrived with his 
men within a mile or two of the place, 
when he was met by a messenger saying 
that the Pautah had just sunk and he need 
He therefore stop- 
ped where he was; but the people of tl.e 
country were afraid of his proceeding 
against them and assembled in large 
numbers and attacked him. He was seve- 
rely wounded, one of his men was wounded 
and fell into the water aud was drowned, 
and another has never been heard of. The 
Magistrate came to his rescue and wished 
tu take him away; but they were both 
surrounded by the mob, who confined them 
in a house and did not allow them to depart 
tillthe Magistrate gave a written guarantee 
that there should be no further proceedings 
in the case. On the affair being reported 
to the Taotai Sheng Hsiian-huai at Chefoo, 
the guarantee was at once set aside and 
other officers were sent by sea to arrest the 
leading offenders and recover the stolen 
property. Upon their arrival two local 
graduates came forward on behalf of the 
pe:ple and said the plunder was already all 
sold and gone, but they were willing to pay 
five thousaud strings of cash instead. The 
officers returned to Chefoo ; but the Taotai 
refused to accept this settlement of so grave 
a case, and despatched a fresh commission. 
The new commissioners failed to induce the 
people to give up anything or anybody. 
But finally they invited five of the leading 
inhabitants on to their steamer to hold a 
consultation, and then got under way 
suddenly and steamed back to Chefoo with 
them. Inthe meantime reports had been 
sent to the Governor and to the Viceroy 
Li, both of whom instructed the Taotai to 
call in the assistance of the troops and go 
himself to settle the case. The Taotai 
therefore embarked 600 men on board 
vessels of war and took them with him to 
the promontory. There the force was 
landed and encamped, while proclamations 
were issued demanding the restitution of 
the plunder and the surrender of the 
principal offenders. Two days elapsed and 
nothing whatever was yielded up except 
the late Magistrate’s original guarantee 
against further proceedings. The new 
Magistrate was then instructed to take as 
many soldiers as he required and search 
the three principal villages. By this means 
upwards of a thousand bales of shirtings 
were recovered, and a quantity of property 


was found in the house of the coastguard, 
the salvage officers, and others uf those who 
had been carried away to Chefoo. Five 
more villages, which were less deeply 
implicated, were allowed to pay a sum of 
2,500 strings of cash to escape being 
searched. Agaiust twenty-eight other villa- 


ges in the vicinity, no proceedings at all | 


were taken. Thirty-one persuns were 
arrested, and the Taotai returned with 
them to Chefoo. The officers appointed to 
make enquiries, who were responsible for 
the correctness of the above narrative, took 
particular pains to verify the complaints 
made concerning the conduct uf the troops. 
They can find no confirmation of the story 
that 200 persons have disappeared for ever, 
nor of twu boat-loads of fugitives having 


been upset and drownod, nor of the 
numerous cases of suicide frum terror 
alleged to have taken place. One man 


indeed fell in the sea when running away 


and so was drowned ; and eight persons | 


died from sickness brought on by fright, or 
from fright while they were sick. There 
is no proof uf any other deaths at all. 
Many persons certainly stole away at the 
time, but nine-tenths of them have already 
returned. The accusations of rape seem 
altogether baseless, as nut one actual case 
has been discovered, though every une has 
been invited to give evidence. ‘There was 
also a complaint about digging up graves. 
This actually occurred in one single case, 
that of a child interred near the surface 
without a coffin; but it is not tuo be 
wondered at, as the people buried their 
plunder in pits, which they made to look 
like newly-dug graves. As not a single 
gun was discharged there could have been 
no indiscriminate firing upon the villages, 
nor was any village sacked by the troops. 
Eighty articles of dress were found mixed 
up with the recovered plunder; but as 
they did not belong to it, the Taotai 
caused them to be returned. One soldier 
failed to present himself when the recall 
was sounded, for which he was dismissed 
and his ear cut off. As at the outset 
of the affair Yii T‘ing-kao was attacked by 
superior numbers and very roughly handled, 
so that he did not get near the villages ; it 
is impossible that he could have committed 
any excesses. The Governor further re- 
ports that of the men arrested all have been 
released except six, of whom three are being 
dealt with locally and three sent to the 
provincial capital for trial there. He also 
recommends the dismissal of the original 
Magistrate for cowardice and incompetency, 
and the cashiering of Yii T‘ing-kao for gene- 
rally indifferent behaviour, though there is 
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nothing against him in this particular busi- 
ness.—F or Decree approving the report sve 
Gazette of 27th January. 
PLUNDERING OF A WRECKED JUNK AT 
SHANTUNG PROMONTORY. 

March 4th.—The Governor of Shantung 
reports that a Kiangsu junk was wrecked on 
the promontory last October. The master 
sought the protection of the coastguard and 
salvage officer, who however, put him off with 
excuses, the result being that the cargo of 
50,000 pieces of cotton goods and the junk’s 
fittings were all stolen by the people of the 
neighbourhood. ‘These oflicers have since 
recovered the trifling amount of 720 pieces 
of cotton goods. The Governor notices the 
audacity of such proceedings just after the 
Pantah case had occurred not far away, 
and states that he has given strict orders to 
have the property recovered and the ottend- 
ers arrested. 


HSI-CHUN. PENALTY FOR CHANGING ROUTE, 


March 5th.—-(1) A Hanlin officer named 
Hsi-chiin was sclected for the duty of pro- 
ceeding from Peking to the Korchin district 
in Mongolia, in order to perform certain 
religious observances. It has now been 
reported that Hsi-chiin travelled by Shan- 
hai Kuan instead of going as the regulations 
require by the Hsi-feng Pass. For this 
unauthopized departure from established 
rule the Board concerned is ordered to pro- 
pose a severe penalty for infliction upon 
him, 

YELLOW RIVER. WORK AT GREAT BREACH. 

(2) Li Hung-tsao reports his arrival in 
Honan, where he has been instructed to 
take supreme control of the repairs to the 
Yellow River embankment. He finds that 
the high authorities in charge have already 
reported the date on which it is intended to 
commence the construction of the embank- 
ment; and he has had several earnest but 
amicable discussions with them as to what 
is best to be done. It had been decided 
already, for the sake of economizing mate- 
rials, not to build the two extra walls which 
were designed in the original plans ; but it 
is agreed that the construction of break- 
waters upstream cannot be abandoned as 
in such a case the final closing of the breach, 
when the time for that comes, would 
probably prove to be a failure. At any rate 
it would not be well to run the risk. More- 
over, as the stock of millet stalks barely 
amounts to 3,000 stacks, all parties are of 
opinion that there is no positive certainty 
as to the completion of the work. It 
is therefore thought better to begin in 
the first instance with the breakwaters. 
Then, if materials come to hand in suf- 
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ficient quality, the eastern embankment 
will be hurried on at the same time; 
in which case, with continuous work by day 
and night, the whole may be finished 
together. While, if the needful supply of 
materials unfortunately be not forthcoming, 
it will still be possible to preserve whatever 
has been constructed. Every effort will be 
used to urge on those who are charged 


with the duty of furnishing materials, as « 


well as to stimulate those engaged at the 
breach itself. If it be found that the 
adoption of any new miethods can be of 
use, they wil be emplvyed without fail. 
Rescript : Noted. 


GENERAL YANG KUEI-FANG DECEASED. 


March 6th.—The Governor of Honan re- 
ports the recent death of Yang Kuei-fang, 
General of the Nanyang Brigade. The 
late General was a native of Hunan and 
entered the army as a private soldier in the 
year 1851. An intrepid and energetic man, 
he fought with much distinction through- 
out the whole of the Taiping Rebellion, 
serving in many compaigns in Hupei, An- 
hui, Kiangsi, Kiangsu, 
When prornoted and entrusted with the 
command of troops, he proved himself a 
good disciplinarian, and cool and collected 
in the moment of danger. At Lo-p‘ing 
in Kiangsi he was attacked by a vastly 
superior force, and was only saved from 
destruction by the brilliant courage he 
displayed. Though shot through the foot, 
he charged the enemy on horseback and 
completely routed them. 
was restored he was appointed Brigadier- 
General at Fu-ning in Fukien and after- 
wards acted in the same capacity at 
at Ch‘ii-chou in Chékiang. He was then 
ordered to raise a regiment in his native 
province of Honan and join the army of 
Tso Tsung-t‘ang in Kansu. He thus took 
part in the campaign against the Mohamme- 


himself. 
General at Nan-yang in Honan, and did 


sing brigandage. Last it became neces- 
sary to give special attention to the preser- 
vation of order in Honan, and he patrolled 
the country at the head of a troup of horse. 
While thus on the march he caught cold, 
and an old wound broke out afresh. He 
returned to his head-quarters and put him- 
self under medical care. But the treatment 
was of no avail and he died in January 
last. The Memorialist requests that His 
Majesty will be pleased to bestow some 
substantial mark of his favour on the de- 
ceased officer.—Approved. 
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SERIOUS EARTHQUAKE IN YUNNAN. 

March 7th.—(1) The Governor of Yiin- 
nan reports the occurrence of a very serious 
earthquake in the suuth of the province. 
The disturbance commenced between 5 and 
6 p.m. on the 14th of January last, and 
lasted till 4 a.m. on the following day. 
During this period there were ten or more 
serious shocks, which were accompanied by 
a noise as of thunder. In Shih-p‘ing, Chien- 
shui, and other district cities the town walls 
were either thrown down or cracked, while 
the public offices and temples shared the 
same fate. At Shih-p‘ing, in the south of 
the city, eight or nine-tenths of the private 
houses fell, in the east as many as a half, 
in the north and west rather less ; but still 
even there more than a thousand rooms 
were left with cracked or slanting walls. 
200 persons of all ages were crushed to death, 
and more than 300 permanently crippled. 
There was much loss of life or limb in 
the surrounding villages, namely, in 
those to the east, 800 killed, and 700 or 


| 800 wounded ; to the south, 200 and 400; 


and Chékiang. | 





to the west, 300 and 500; to the north, 
100 and 200; making a total, inside and 
outside the city together of more than 
4,000 killed and wounded. But this does 
not represent the whole of the suffering 
caused. Fora large majority of the people, 
rich and poor alike, are left without homes, 
all their provisions and other property being 
buried beneath the ruins of their houses. 
In the town of Chien-shui itself seven or 
eight people were crushed to death, and 
some scores were injured. In the neigh- 
bouring villages 249 people were killed 
and 150 or 160 hurt. The suffering there 
is of similar nature to that in Shih-p‘ing 
and its neighbourhood. In view of 
the unprecedented magnitude of the 
disaster and the vast amount of misery 
it has caused, the Memorialist has in- 


. structed the Taotai and the Prefect of the 
dans, where he again greatly distinguished ; 


In 1879 he was made Brigadier- , 


locality to lose not an instant in provid- 
ing funds and in despatching special 


4 | officers to assist the regular authorities in 
good service by the care he took in repres- » 





discovering those who are in want, and dis- 
tributing charity to them. In A-mi Chou, 
Hsin-hsing Chou and Wei-yuan Ting, 
though fortunately no lives were lost, a 
number of houses were thrown down. One 
of these was the district jail at Wei-yuan 
T‘ing, from which all the prisoners conse- 
quently escaped. Among the fugitives that 
have not been recaptured are four men, 
accessories to the murder of three persons 
in one family. Orders have been issued to 
recover the criminals and further to hold 
an investigation for the purpose of dis- 
covering if the escape of the prisoners was 
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due to any connivance on the part of the 
jailors. Also, accounts will be made up 
and sent in, showing the exact amount of 
money disbursed in charity and the number 
of persons relieved. —-The Rescript declares 
that the Emperor is much distressed by 
this serious calamity, and orders that mea- 
sures be taken to ensure the relief of every 
single one among the sufferers, 


CARE OF MORTARS FOR KIANGSU FORTS. 

(2) Twenty mortars which were manu- 
factured in the Arsenal at Nanking have 
been supplied to the Kiangnan Defence 
Ottice, and distributed among the forts on 
the banks of the Yangtze. The Nanking 
Viceroy reports that arrangements have 
been made for ensuring that preper care is 
taken of these important weapons; but it 
will further be necessary that the men who 
have to handle them are properly practised 
in using them, in order that, when the time 
for action may come, they may be able to 
aim them correctly and adjust them for the 
proper distance. But it takes some tens 
of men to work the pieces, and if a slight 
mistake should be made, the consequences 
would be very serious. It is therefore 
proposed to expend about Tls. 20 a month 
in hiring an experienced man as gunnery 
instructor, and to allow $3 for each piece 
for the cost of bags, oil, petty supplies, etc. 
—Rescript : Noted. 

MILITARY INSPECTION IN MANCHURIA. 

March 8th.—(1) Ting-an, the newly 
appointed Commander-in-Chief in Man- 
churia, has recently arrived in Moukden and 
has reviewed ten battalions of the troops 
known as the Sheng-tzii Ying. The men 
kept good order, moved with regularity, 
and performed their evolutions skilfully. 
The Krupp field pieces were also handled 
with ease and rapidity. The Commander- 
in-Chief considers that with regular drill 
the force will certainly prove a most valu- 
able body of troops. He has also had the 
contents of the military chests, the stores 
of weapons, and the horses of the force all 
inspected and counted. The money in 
hand with the muzzle-loaders and breech- 
loaders furnished by the Admiralty have 
been distributed among the three Man- 
churian provinces ; and the muzzle-loading 
rifles belonging to the force itself have been 
issued to the men for ordinary use. The 
Mauser rifles and the ammunition corres- 
ponding to them have been placed in store 
and not made use of. These and the other 
rifles, and the carbines and revolvers in 
stock have been counted, and the numbers 
found to be correct. The cavalry and 
artillery horses were in good condition and 
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none of them missing. The Memorialist 
has ordered a similar inspection to be made 
in Kirin and Hei-lung Chiang, the results 
of which he will report to the Throne as 
svon as they shall reach him. 


FORWARDING REPORTS FROM THE YELLOW 
KIVER. 


(2) The Director-General of the Yellow 
River states that, according to the custom 
when works of unusual importance are 
undertaken, he has made arrangements 
as to forwarding reports concerning the 
progress of affairs at the great breach. 
A fortnightly statement will be sent at 
the rate of 300 li per day, to inform the 
Emperor of the length of the embank- 
ments built; and when the breach is closed, 
it will be announced by a messenger travell- 
ing at the rate of 600 li per day. 


YELLOW RIVER. WORK AT GREAT BREACH. 


March 9th.—({1) The high authorities in 
charge of the repairs at the great breach in 
the Yellow River embankment at Chéng 
Chou report that the 17th of February has 
been fixed as the date for commencing to 
rebuild at the east end of the breach. The 
day for beginning at the west end has 
already been stated in a previous Memorial. 
The north wind which has been blowing 
during the winter months has been favou- 
rable for the undertaking, and a sand bank 
has appeared to the north of the dams. 
Work will be carried on as rapidly as 
possible in order to take advantage of the 
low state of the water. 


REVENUE FROM TEA IN YUNNAN. 

(2) The Viceroy Ts‘en Yii-ying proposes 
to raise a revenue from the tea grown in 
Yiinnan, in order to provide funds for the 
local army, which is a great source of 
expense to the provincial exchequer. In 
the native districts along the road in the 
jurisdiction of Pu-erh Fu, there are five 
ranges of mountains noted for the produc- 
tion of tea, namely I-pang, I-wu, Man-nai, 
Man-sa, and Yu-lo. The tea is high- 
flavoured and full-coloured and superior 
to that of other provinces. But from 
want of skill in the preparation it is 
found to lose both colour and aroma 
when exported to a distance, and its con- 
sumption is, therefore, confined to the ad- 
jacent provinces of Szechuen and Kuangsi ; 
while at the same time the lekin revenue 
derived from it is very small, because the 
dealers travel by the way of the Ju-cha 
River and Huang-ts‘ao Pa, and so contrive 
to evade the barriers. It is only necessary 
to introduce the methods of preparation 
employed in Canton and Fukien at the 
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establishments where tea is manufac- 
tured for export and then there will 
be a brisk demand for Pu-erh tea 
on the part of the important firms and 
principal dealers, with the result that 
the lekin revenue will profit exceedingly. 
It has now been arranged to establish gov- 
ernment factories, which will purchase all 
the leaf picked in the hills, manufacture it 
and re-sell it. Skilled workers and all the 
necessary instruments will be procured at 
the same time from the Canton, Foochow, 
and Hankow tea districts ; and experienced 
officials will be employed to superintend 
the carrying out of the scheme and prevent 
the evasion of thelekin.—Approved by 
Rescript. 

GIFT OF LAND TO FURNISH SACRIFICIAL OFFER- 

INGS TO SOLDIERS KILLED IN BATTLE. 


March 10th.—(1) The Acting Commander- 
in-Chief of Hunan, who has had over twenty 
years’ service in the field, has recently spent 
his savings in a manner which has won 
him special commendation. While his own 
career was one of great success, he always 
had a keen feeling of sympathy for the fate 
of his many companions who died fighting 
with him for their common country and 
sank into unknown graves. Wherever he 
has been, he has never allowed a periodical 
festival to pass without sacrificing to the 
memory of his departed companions, and 
he has now made the following arrangement 
to secure the permanent continuance of 
these tokens of respect. He has purchased 
two plots of mountain land, one of which 
cost Tls. 1,130 and the other 3,160 strings 
of cash, the proceeds of which are to be 
under the control of a committee of officers, 
and to be applied to defraying the cost of 
performing periodical rites to the memory 
of the men who fought and died under his 
command. The matter has been placed on 
record in a Memorial to the Throne, in 
which are enclosed a plan of the ground as 
also a copy of the regulations under which 
the grant is to be administered. 


PUNISHMENT OF OFFICIALS FOR ALLOWING 
ESCAPE OF A PRISONER CONDEMNED 
TO DEATH. 


(2) A few months ago a prisoner who 
was under sentence of death for having 
committed robbery with murder was being 
sonveyed under escort through Kiangsu, 
when he managed to make his escape 
under circumstances which make it proba- 
ble that there was connivance on the 
al of his guards. The party put up 
or the night at an inn, and accord- 
ing to the guards’ story, one of their 
number was seized witn a sudden at- 
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tack of cholera. The others procured 
him medical treatment, and sat up with 
him late into the night until he began to 
get better. Tired out with fatigue, they 
all fell into a sound sleep, and the criminal, 
seeing his chance, freed himself of his 
chains and made his escape. Search was 
made in all directions, but no traces of him 
were found. The local authorities of the 
district in which the occurrence took place 
have been handed over to the Board for 
the determination of fitting penalties for 
their negligence. 


APPOINTMENT OF BRIGADIER-GENERAL AT 
CHEN-KAN IN HUPEI 

(3) Owing to the position of Chén-kan 
on the border land between Hunan, Kuei- 
chow, and Kuangsi, and the mixed popula- 
tion which it contains of natives and abori- 
gines, the post of Brigadier-General at that 
place is considered to be one of great im- 
portance. The incumbent of the post hav- 
ing been recently obliged to retire by sick- 
ness, Chou Jui-lung, an officer with a ais- 
tinguished record, has been selected as his 
successor. A slight difficulty occurred in 
connection with the appointment owing to 
the fact that Chou Jui-luug is a Hunan 
man, and by law military officials above the 
rank of Colonel are not permitted to hold 
office in their native province. Exceptions 
have, however, occurred to this rule, and 
the Emperor has been pleased to waive the 
objection in the present instance. 


DEATH OF LIU-AO, 


March 11th.—(1) Liu-ao, who was well: 
known two or three years ago as Taotai in 
Formosa, and was there sentenced to death, 
subsequently obtained a commutation of 
his punishment and was sent last year in 
banishment to Hei-lung Chiang, where he 
had to undergo hard labour. The Governor 
now reports his death five months after his 
arrival, and states that he has issued a pass 
to the relatives who accompanied him to 
enable them to convey the remains of the 
deceased back to his native place. 


MEMORIAL TEMPLE TO DECEASED GOVERNOR- 
GENERAL. 


(2) Liu Ch‘ang-yu, formerly Governor- 
General of the Yiin Kuei provinces, died 
some three or four years ago, and his ser- 
vices formed the subject «f a laudatory De- 
cree issued at the time. Previously to 
becoming Governor-General, he held office 
for many years as Governor of Kuangsi, 
and did eminent service in suppressing the 
rebellion in that province, where his name 
is still dearly cherished by the people. In 
accordance with a request made on their 
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behalf by the present acting Governor, a 
temple is to be erected to his Memory in 
Kuei-lin Fu. 


FIRES IN KUANGSI. 


(3) The Acting Governor of Kuangsi re- 
ports that there has been quite a succession 
of fires in the province during the present 
winter. In addition to those previously 
mentioned, two occurred in December. 
The first, which was in the suburbs of the 
provincial capital, involved the loss of one 
life and the destruction of 92 ehien of house 
property. The second occurred three days 
later at Liu Chou, and was much more se- 
rious: 3878 chien of house property were 


consumed, and eight persons lost their lives | 


in the conflagration. Measures have been 
organised for the relief of the sufferers and 


precautions are being taken to prevent fur- | 


ther casualties of the kind. 


MEMORIAL TEMPLE TO DECEASED GENERAL. 


(4) On the suggestion of the same Memo- 
rialist the Emperor has been pleased to 
sanction the erection of a Memorial temple 
at Lung Chou to Ch‘én-chia, formerly 
Brigadier General at An-yi in Kueichow, 
whose valiant conduct and great services in 
connection with the defence of thé frontier 
were deeply appreciated by the gentry and 
people of Kuangsi. 


CURRENCY QUESTION IN PEKING. 
March 12th.—(1) A Decree.—We are in 





receipt of a Memorial from the Governor | 


of Shun-t‘ien Fu stating that, owing to the | 


proposed issue of standard cash in part 
payment of monthly salaries, the circula- 
tion of Peking cash has become restricted 
in the market. 
standard cash was first decided upon, it was 
intended that they should be supplement- 


ary to the Peking eash, with which they , 


were in all mercantile and official transac- 
tions to exchange in the proportion of two 
or one, but the disuse of the latter currency 
was never contemplated. Though this has 
been announced in successive Edicts, and 
confirmed under regulations published by 
the Board of Revenue, still it has not had 
the effect of removing the uneasiness 
felt in commercial circles, and the 
proces of selecting the larger and heavier 
Peking cash and rejecting the lighter still 
goeson, The result is that the people are 
unable to exchange their cash for the 
necessaries of life. The exchange is mani- 
pulated by dishonest traders to the great 
injury of the rest of the population, We 
therefore command the Governor of Shun- 
t‘ien and the Commandant of the Peking 
Gendarmerie to issue fresh proclamations 
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authorising the continued circulation with- 
out any process of selection of all Peking 
cash two mace and upwards in weight 
which have been coined at the Government 
mints. Let any attempt to restrict the 
circulation of this currency, under the pre- 
text that it is to be discontinued, or any 
forcing of the price of commodities, be 
severely punished in accordance with law. 
[Note.—The large Peking cash were first 
introduced during the reign of Hsien Féng 
when the supply of copper from Yiinnan 
was stopped by the rebellion, and formed 
one of the many devices adopted to tide 
over the financial difficulties of that troubled 
period. Their circulation was always con- 
tined to Peking and the immediate vicinity, 
and the step which is now being taken of 
reverting to the standard cash is intended 
to establish uniformity between the Peking- 
ese and provincial currencies. On their 
first introduction the Peking cash represen- 
ted ten of the standard cash, but for many 
years past the proportion has been as one of 
the former to two or two and a fraction of 
the latter. The proposed change has had a 
most disturbing influence on the money 
market in Peking. In spite of repeated 
assurances, the people cling to the belief 
that the large cash will eventually be with- 
drawn from cireulation, and for months past 
commercial transaction have been seriously 
influenced by this supposition. Spurious 


' cash have been rejected, and vast quanti- 


ties of them have found their way at 
a great profit to speculators into the 
provincial markets. The Peking currency 
has been tightened: the Banks, afraid 
their notes would have to be honoured 
in the standard cash, withdrew them as 
fast as they could, and substituted notes 
payable only in Peking cash. The new cash, 
large supplies of which arrived from the 
provinces before the closing of the river, are 
to be put into circulation from to-day (13th 
March) though the medium of the Banner 
treops, to whom they will henceforth be 
issued in part payment of monthly allow- 
ances, and no further coinage of Peking 
cash being contemplated, it is probable that 
the currency of the capital will soon be 
assimilated to that of the provinces. ] 


MEMORIAL TEMPLE TO DECEASED GOVERNOR. 


(2) The late Governor of Yiinnan, Chang 
K‘ai sung, rose from beiug a District Magis- 
trate in Kuangsi to be Governor of the 
province, and is represented as having won 
by his many services the affections of the 
people, among whom his name is still che- 
rished as a living memory. At the request. 
of the present acting Governor, the Emperor 
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has been pleased to sanction the erection in 
Kuei-lin Fu of a Memorial temple in his 
honour, and has directed the preparation 
of his biography by the State Historian’s 
department. 

EXCHANGE OF TAOTAIS IN TURKESTAN. 


(3) The Governor of Turkestan asks 
permission to effect an exchange of oftices 
between the Taotais of Kashgar and Aksu. 
Huang Kuang-ta, the incumbent of the 
Kashgar post, has been officiating for some 
time past at Aksu, where he has gained the 
confidence of the Mohammedan population 
and of the Mongol tribes under his control. 
Yiian Yao-ling, the incumbent of the Aksu 
post, has, on the other hand, given great 
satisfaction as acting Taotai and interna- 
tional agent in Kashgar, and his retention 
in office there is desirable on grounds of 
public interest. —Referred for the consider- 
ation of the Buard. 

FUTURE RESIDENCE OF EMPRESS DOWAGER. 


March 13th.—(1) A Decree.—Ever since 
Our childhood, when we succeeded to the 
great inheritance, Her Majesty the Empress 
Dowager has conducted the Regency with 
unremitting care by night and day, and 
during the ten years and more of Her rule 
the Empire has been consolidated and its 
people have enjoyed happiness. Last year 
We received Her Majesty’s commands 
to assume the personal control of the 
Government, but She was graciously 
pleased to vouchsafe to Our childish 
inexperience the benefit of Her advice. 
When We refiect on the arduous exertions 
and the unremitting attention, extending 
to the minutest details, which Our revered 
Mother has bestowed on the Government 
of this great Empire for more than twenty 
years during the present and preceding 
reigns, We feel night and day inward un- 
easiness and searchings of the heart at the 
thought that She had no place at Her dispo- 
sal wherein She might seek rest and enjoy- 
ment during the little leisure that was left 
after the discharge of the manifold duties 
of the State. The Western Park which 
adjoins the Palace, formed the residence at 
one time of the Emperor K‘ang-Hsi; its 
buildings and grounds are still in good 
order, and with slight repairs it can be con- 
verted into a suitable retreat for Her Ma- 
jesty. The Emperor K‘ien Lung assigned 
the Ta-pao-én Yén-shou Temple in Wan 
Shou-shan to the Empress Mother, and 
attended upon Her Majesty there at the 
celebration of three decennial birthdays. 
In reverential imitation of this commend- 
able and happy precedent, We also propose 
to restore the grounds and buildings of the 
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| of a precipice. 


Ch‘ing Yi-yiian at Wan Shou-shan, and 
place it at the disposal of Her Majesty for 
use on such auspicious occasions. Attended 
by all the Ministers of Our Court, We 
would at each decennial birthday there 
offer Our congratulations to Her Majesty as 
some slight token of Our respect and dutiful 
affection. After repeated solicitations, Her 
Majesty has been graciously pleased to 
assent to this arrangement, and has issued 
the following Decree :— 

‘*Ever since We assumed the Regency 
We have spent Our nights and days in fear 
and trembling as if standing on the brink 
Though the Empire has 
now in a measure been restored to peace 
and happiness, still We have never relaxed 
Our unremitting attention for a single mo- 
ment. We are aware however, that the 
Emperors of our sacred line have in the 
adininistration of their government ever 
paid attention to the wants and sufferings 
of the people, and that the wanton license 
of former dynasties has been conspicuously 
absent in laying out their pleasure grounds, 
in the conduct of hunting expeditions, 
and in similar recreations. As the pre- 
sent proposal is intended as an expression 


| of dutiful regard on the part of His Ma- 


jesty, We cannot endure the thought of 
offering undue objections to its acceptance, 
the more especially as the funds for the 
work will be drawn from Our private savings, 
and will entail no expense or sacrifice 
on the country. Rumours based on in- 
sufficient knowledge are prevalent in the out- 
side world on the subject, and suspicions are 
even entertained that this is the beginning 
of the gradual restoration of the whole sum- 
mer Palace. All this is very far from being 
in keeping with the anxious thoughts We 
cherish in the depth of Our seclusion. The 
fact is that considerations of time and 
circumstance would not warrant a revival 
of the establishment of Courts and the 
erection of public offices such as Yung 
Chéng’s reign witnessed. Granting that 
the people have advanced in material 
prosperity, and that peace prevails within 
the Four Seas, there are still countless 
measures to be taken for continuing the 
glory of Our predecessors and transmitting 
a worthy example to Our descendants. 
Our duty is to select and endeavour to give 
effect to the more important of these, and 
We trust the nation will believe that 
Our thoughts are directed to this object 
and not to the frivolities of pleasure and 
sight-seeing. The Emperor is now advan- 
cing to manhood, and the greatest respect 
He can pay to Us will be to discipline his 
own body, to develop his mind, to pay 
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unremitting attention to the administration 
of the Government, and love his people. 
Let not the present method of paying res- 
pect to Us be made an opening for the 
gratification of future easeand enjoyment. It 
is Our heartfelt hope that the Ministers of 
the Court will vie with each other in check- 
ing extravagance and in securing the attain- 
ment of good government.” 

We feel it to to be our bounden duty to 
pay implicit obedience and respect to Her 
Majesty’s commands by abstaining from the 
least show of laxity or extravagance. Ail 
Our Ministers, too, should consider it their 
duty to further Her earnest exhortation by 
directing all their energies to the discharge 
of their public functions, and the promotion 
of the public welfare. The works in the 
Western Park being now nearly finished, 
We have selected the 20th of May next as 
the day on which Her Majesty will take up 
Her residence there. The arrangoments 
repecting Her staff of attendants and guards 
will be based upon the regulations previously 
drawn up by the Princes and Ministers.— 
Let this Decree be promulgated for general 
information. 


March 14th.—[No papers of interest.] 


EXEMPTION FROM DUTY AND ‘‘ LEKIN” OF 
THE MINERAL PRODUCE OF HAINAN. 


March 15th.—(1) Some time ago the 
Viceroy of Canton reported the formation 
of a company for the purpose of mining 
copper by the use of foreign machinery in 
the Island of Hainan. Copper and mala- 
chite are both found in large quantities in 
the hills within the Ch‘ang-hua district in 
the south-western corner of the island. 
The malachite forms the upper stratum, 


and the copper the lower one. From 
10 to 20 per cent. of copper can 
be extracted from superior quality 


of malachite and what yields no copper 
ore, is valuable as furnishing colouring 
material. The Ta-yen hills, which are the 
seat of production, lie close to the Li coun- 
try far away from all regular lines of com- 
munication and in the midst of a malarial 
district. Their mineral wealth, though 
great, will be handicapped by heavy work- 
ing expenses and the drawbacks attending 
a pew enterprise, and will not attract capita- 
lists unless some definite prospect of gain 
is offered. It is indispensable, therefore, 
that the cost of production should be re- 
duced as much as possible, and to attain 
this end, it is proposed that for a period 
of three years from the beginning of 
the present year all copper and malachite 
mined in Ch‘ang-hua and exported from 
Hoihow shall be exempted from royalties, 
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Customs duties, lekin, and all other forms 
of taxation. This exemption is likewise to 
apply to all the mineral productions of the 
island. It is hoped that the step will have 
the effect of improving the material well- 
being of the islanders by developing trade 
and giving employment to labour.—Impe- 
rial Rescript: Let the Board be informed. 

[Nore.—This is not the first occasion on 
which these mines have attracted attention. 
The Kiuwngchow Gazetteer gives an account 
of an attempt made over twenty years 
ago by a party of Europeans and a native 
named Lin to open up the mineral wealth 
of this very region. Lin had obtained a 
mining concession from the Lieutenant- 
Governor at Canton, but the local opposi- 
tion was too strong for him and in the end 
the permission was cancelled on the ground 
that he had procured the co-operation of 
foreigners in the enterprise, and that the 
party had gone by a steamer and visited a 
non-Treaty port, for which no passport 
had been issued. The present Memorial 
is interesting from another point of view. 
Whatever objections there may be to the 
fiscal policy of the Viceroy of Canton, 
he fellows at least one sound economical 
doctrine. He has always been a consistent 
advocate of the removal of restrictions and 
duties upon exports. Years ago, when 
Governor of Shansi, he obtained sanction 
for the free export of Shansi iron from 
Tientsin, and last year he secured the 
sume privilege for the Two Kuang. The 
abolition of the transit dues on cassia is 
another of his recent measures, to which 
has now to be added the free export of the 
timber and mineral productions of Hainan. ] 


REMITTANCE FROM FOOCHOW TO PEKING. 


(2) The Foochow tea duties were required. 
to supply Tis. 50,000 last year as a 
contribution towards the expenses of the 
Imperial Household. The Viceroy reports 
the despatch in the last month of the year 
of the final instalment of the above sum, 
which has been drawn from the lekin 
receipts on foreign opium. 

SUPPLY OF TIBETAN INCENSE STICKS. 


(3) The Viceroy of Szechuer received an 
order some months ago to forward a supply 
of Tibetan incense sticks for the use of the 
Palace. He now reports that these articles 
are neither produced nor procurable in 
Szechuen, and that there would be great 
difficulty in finding workmen to undertake 
their manufacture. In 1868 the first order 
of this kind was sent to Szechuen. The 
authorities had to write for a specimen stick 
and ask the Dalai Lama through the Re- 
sident in Tibet to be good enough to procure 
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workmen to manufacture the requisite num- 
ber. The cost of the materials was extraordi- 
narily high, and the order entailed an ex- 
penditure of no less than Tis. 45,000. The 
province asked to be exempted from un- 
dertaking further orders, and since then 
instructions have been received from the 
Board of Revenue forbidding the applica- 
tion of the Land, Customs, or Lekin Re- 
venue to objects not previously sanctioned. 
The present order is for 500 bundles of 
large sticks, and 500 sticks of the red and 
yellow kinds, and the cost would be very 
nearly Tls. 10,000. The Viceroy, there- 
fore, asks that the Imperial Household 
should be directed to purchase the incense 
in Peking. 
APPOINTMENTS. 

March 16th.—(1) K‘uei-chiin, the late 
popular Taotai at Amoy, has been promoted 
to the post of Judicial Commissioner of 
Fukien in succession to P‘ei Yin-sén, 
who has been appointed Director of the 
Foochow Arsenal. 


YELLOW RIVER. PROGRESS OF WORKS AT 
GREAT BREACH. 

(2) Li Hung-tsao, Li Ho-nien, and Ni 

, Wén-wei present a joint Memorial report- 

ing on the condition of the river at the 

great breach, and the work of repair. The 

construction of the new embankment on 


the west side was commenced on the 29th. 


January, when worship was offered to the 
spirits of the soil. It started from the break- 
water up-stream and was under charge of 
Shao-hsien, formerly Lieutenant-Governor 
of Shansi. Boats laden with faggots were 
brought alongside the bank, and, the fag- 
gots having been lowered close to each other 
and in a level line, the foundation of the 
new embankment was advanced stage by 
stage. Its breadth was 120 Chinese feet, 
but its construction in the earlier stages 
was greatly impeded by the depth of the 
water, which ranged from 27 to 32 Chinese 
feet, and the violent current which beat 
continually against the breakwater. The 
breakwater, with its three sides exposed 
to the force of the water, was itself in im- 
minent danger of being washed away. 
This danger was increased by the rebound 
of the current, and it was found 
advisable to strengthen the inner side of 
the breakwater by a facing of bricks and 
stones. All hands worked double tides 
until the 8th of February, when a blinding 
storm of wind and snow came on. It was 
so bad that the men were unable to keep 
their feet on the embankment, and had to 
desist from work forsome days. Up to the 
6th February the foundation, consisting of 


Google 








alternate layers of faggots and earth, firmly 
packed and bound together, had been 
carried only for a distance of 161 Chinese 
feet. The current of the river was, 
however, gradually being diverted away 
from the breach, and offered a favour- 
able opportunity for proceeding with the 
work. The width of the breach and the un- 
certainty of the weather made the task a 
formidable one. If carried on with undue 
haste, the work ran the risk of being 


; scamped, while, on the other hand, delay 


meant the arrival of the spring freshets and 
increased difficulties. The one great dif- 
ficulty at present was the insufficient supply 
of millet stalks. All the available supply 
in the neighbourhood was exhausted, and 
to cart them from a distance was a slow and 
troublesome business. The present stock 
amounted to only 3,200 stacks, which 
was totally inadequate. The memorialists 
were driven to their wits’ end to know 
what to do. All the district officers had 
been instructed to use their utmost efforts 
to procure supplies, and agents had been 
sent to establish depots and attend to 
their conveyance. Arrangements were 
being made for commencing work on 
the east end of the breach, and it was hoped 
that the whole would be completed in good 
time.—Rescript: We have perused the 
above with satisfaction. Now that the 
current is flowing in an outward direction 
and offering a favourable opportunity for 
the work, We order Li Hung-tsao and his 
colleagues to take advantage of the season 
before the arrival of the spring freshets to 
press on the repairs stage by stage. Let 
urgent steps be at the same time taken 
for procuring immediate supplies of millet 
stalks. We earnestly trust that a speedy 
completion of the work will be effected. 
Let there be no lingering or procrastina- 
tion. 


PUNISHMENT OF INSURGENT LOLOS IN 
YUNNAN. 


March 17th.—The high authorities in 
Yunnan report the capture and execution 
of a native (? Lolo) chief, Lu Chan-kao of 
Ku-hei, whose stronghold was concealed in 
a denesly wooded and mountainous district 
of Wu-ting Chow, on the bank of the Chin- 
sha Chiang and near the frontier of Sze- 
chuen. 

The country in the neighbourhood of Ku- 
hei is inhabited by a mixed population of 
Chinese and aborigines, and during the 
Mahommedan rebellion in the reign of 
Hsien Feng it was much troubled by ban- 
dittii—Among the worst of the robbers 
were Lu Chan-kao and his followers,’ who 


0d 


killed and plundered far and wide.—After 


atime, when success began to attend the 
Imperial arms, Lu Chan-kao offered to give 
his submission, which for political reasons 
the Memorialist, Tsen Yii-ying, thought it 
advisable to accept. When peace had been 
restored, and Ts’en Yii-ying had left his 
post and gone into mourning, Lu Chan-kao 
applied for the position of native magis- 
trate, which however was refused by the 
then Viceroy who had no confidence in his 
steadiness. Lu Chan-kao however assumed 


without permission the status and dignities | 


of an official and was guilty of many op- 
pressive acts. In 1877 he commenced a 


feud with one of his neighbours ; and some | 


scores of men having been killed in the 
fighting that ensued, an order was issued 
for his capture which however was not 
effected. Last summer aman named Su 
Mo-nai was arrested for robbery and mur- 


der wpon which Lu Chan-kao had the ; 


audacity to rescue him by force, and in 


so doing wounded the officer in charge | 
The local authorities were | 


of the prison. 
instructed to deal promptly with the case ; 
but they failed even to induce him to 
disband his men and give up the prisoner, 
though they sent a gentleman of the neigh- 
bourbood on purpose to reason with him 
on the point. The Memorialists therefore 
despatched a general with two thousand 
men to give assistance to the local authori- 
ties, instructing them at the same time to 
notify the following of Lu Chan-kao that 
any of them who would surrender should 
receive full pardon, and if they would 
deliver up their leaders they should be 
handsomely rewarded in addition. Lu 
Chan-kao however got together a body of 
men and boldly offered resistance to the 
troops. Fighting went on for three days, 
and between ten and twenty of the brigands 
were killed ; but on the fourth day the 
stronghold was captured. Lu Chan-kao 
escaped with his sons and his household into 
the woods, while the remainder of his men 
threw down their armsand begged formercy. 
The General immediately destroyed the 
rebel’s official residence and other build- 
ings, which comprised forts, prisons, watch- 


towers and barriers, and at the same time | 


he despatched a body of troops in pursuit 


of those who had escaped. The fugitives | 


were soon overtaken and attacked with great 
vigour. Some jumped over precipices, 
others threw themselves into the river, and 
the remainder were dispersed. Lu Chan- 
nao himself was taken alive, and his eldest 
son was killed. The prisoner was conveyed 
to Yiinnan Fu and having been put on his 
trial made full confession of his crimes. 
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The Memorialists afterwards caused him to 
be brought befure them in person for re- 
examination and sentenced him to be exe- 
cuted without postponement and to have 
his head exposed, such being the legal 
punishment for open rebellion, of which he 
had manifestly been guilty. In order that 
he might not find means to evade the 
penalty, it was ordered that he be taken 
straight from the judgment hall to the place 
of execution and then and there decapitated. 
The Memorialists add that as the younger 
son of the rebel is missing, orders have been 
given to find out whether he threw himself 
over the cliffs or whether he be still alive 
and in concealment. They further beg that 
they may be allowed to recommend the 
most deserving of the officers who conducted 
the expedition for some mark of the Empe- 
Jor’s favour.—The Rescript approves the 
Memorial aud orders that the fugitive be 
searched for, and arrested if he be still alive. 


RIOT IN HONAN ON ACCOUNT OF GOVERNMENT 
REQUISITIONS. 

March 18th—{1) According to a report. 
made by the Governor of Honan, the au- 
thorities of Hsia-i Hsien were ordered to 
furnish a certain quantity of materials for 
the Yellow River embankment repairs, and 
an oftice for purchasing them was conse- 
quently opened in the district city. Dif- 


| ficulties afterwards arose with regard to 


procuring carts for their conveyance, and 
it was therefore determined in accordance 
with old precedents tu press the requisite 
number of vehicles into the service of the 
Government. Before the scheme had ac- 
tually been put in force, rumours spread 
through the neighbouring villages that once 
the carts had arrived at the seene of the 
repairs they would not be allowed to re- 
turn, but would be kept there to carry 
earth. The villagers therefore being of a 
turbulent character, resolved to go en masse 
to the magistrate’s residence and endea- 
vour to induce him to alter his plan. 
When the crowd arrived at the Yamén, 
the Magistrate was lying duwn unwell, and 
by the advice of a eorporal in attendance 
remained in bed instead of going out to see 
the people. The latter therefore refused to. 
disperse, and at about 8 p.m. forced their 
way into the courtyard. A captain, named 
Niu Yung-i, and the above-mentioned cor- 
poral both hurried to the spot with their 
soldiers in order to maintam order. At. 
this moment the mob, which had been 
steadily increasing in number, began to 
throw brickbats. Both the captain and 
the corporal were injured by the missiles, 


"as were also some of the clerks and the 
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warders of the prison. 


guard discharged their firearms, hoping to : 


frighten away the rioters. But the shot 
scattered, and one man received a wound 
from which he died next day, while another 
was severely hurt. The people became 
more unmanageable than ever. They 
wrecked several of the offices and burned 
their contents. 
examination papers of last year, half of which 
were destroyed. 


Among these were the : 


About 10 p.m. the crowd | 


dispersed, without having invaded the court | 


room, the treasury or the prison. 

The affair was reported to the higher 
authorities and officers were sent to hold 
an enquiry. The man who first spread the 
rumour that the carts would be detained, 
was arrested and brought to trial. But as 
he refused to make confession, and the wit- 
nesses to his words had all absconded, it 
was found necessary to remand him for a 
time. 

The Governor is of opinion that if order is 
to be preserved in the future, it is impossi- 
ble to pardon the ringleaders in the riot, 
and therefore he has issued stringent orders 
for their arrest and punishment. On the 
other hand the Magistrate brought about 
the trouble in the first instance by his 
needless precipitation in carrying out the 
orders he had received, and then aggravated 
it afterwards by his indecision and his con- 
senting to remain in concealment. It is 
therefore recommended that he be dismissed 
from the public service, and that the corpo- 
ral who gave him the foolish advice be 
punished in a similar manner. 

The Rescript approves the Memorial, 
adding that as requisitioning carts is very 
likely to cause hardship, the authorities 


must take great care and be sure not to | 


occasion an outbreak. 


CONVICTION OF A PRISONER WHO WILL. 
NOT CONFESS. 

(2) The Governor of Chekiang represents 
that a military graduate named “Shan Kuo- 
ting, has been charged with a larger number 
of serious offences, ‘such as extorting money, 
terrorizing his neighbours, instigating false 
charges, and inciting others to the commis- 
sion of crime. The evidence against him is 
overwhelming, but he steadily refuses to 
makeconfession. Underthese circumstances 
it is the duty of the Governor to report the 
case for the decision of the Emperor, sub- 
ject to whose approval, a sentence of penal 
servitude has been passed upon the prisoner. 
Referred to the Board of Punishments. 


MING-CH‘UN, POSTHUMONS HONOURS FOR 


March 19th.—The Governor of Chinese 
Turkestar - 
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The Magistrate’s deceased officer named Ming-ch‘un may be 


recorded by the State Historian, and that 
permission may be given to for the building 
of a temple in his honour in the province 
where he distinguished himself. The 
Memorialist narrates that the late General 
died a year ayo in Tarbagatai and his body 
was conveyed homewards through the 
Memorialist’s pruvinceat the public expense; 
and now the Mahonmedan Prince of Hami 
has begged to be allowed to build a temple 
to the deceased in commemoration of the 
benefits that the people of Hami received 
at his hands. In 1873, says the Prince, 
the district of Hami was overrun by the 
rebels. The Mahominedans of the place were 
dragged from their homes and suffered ter- 
rible hardships. In 1876 the successes of the 
Imperial armies enabled them to return to 
their homes. But, their houses were in 
ruins, their lands were wasted, and they 
must have perished but for the kindness of 
Ming-ch‘un, who was then military gov- 
ernor of the district. He fed the hungry, 
and clothed the naked. He gave them 
back their lands and supplied them with 
seed-corn. By his care order was preserved, 
rvads were repaired and water-courses were 
restored. When the time came for him to 
leave them, they laid their hands on his 
chair and tried to prevent his departure. 
In endorsing the request of the Prince 
the Memorialist states that Ming-ch‘un, 
who was a Peking bauner-man, first served 
in Anhui and Honan, and then was trans- 
ferred tu Shensi and Kansu. He was 
rapidly promoted to the rank of General. 
In 1866 he was despatched in command of 
the advance guard against the town of 
Suchow, in the vicinity of which he main- 
tained himself for six years. During this 
time he took part in some hundreds of 
engagements, frequently against superior 
numbers, and he spared no efforts at 
all hours and all seasons to protect the 


‘neighbouring villages from the enemy. 


In 1873 the Shensi rebel, Pai-yen-hu, 
escaped out through the passes, and laid 
seige to An-si, Tun-huang and Yii-men. 
Ming-ch‘un was sent to their relief, and 
after three months, during which he did 
not change his clothes, and his soldiers 
were nearly starving, he succeeded in 
driving away the enemy. Then he moved 
on to Hanmi, and remained either there or 
at Baskoul for a long period, restoring 
order, assisting the people and wiping away 
the last vestiges. When the Memorialist 
made his two campaigns the first to the 
north, and the other to the south of the 
T‘ien Shan, Ming-ch‘un on both vccasions 
~arded his rear and rendered him most 





efficient and loyal assistance. Three years 
ago Ming-ch‘un was transferred to Tarba- 
atai, at which post he died. Finally the 

emorialist bears testimony to the exceed- 
ing simplicity and loyalty of his char- 


acter, his endurance of exposure and | 


fatigue, even when suffering from severe 
illness, to the care in which he took of his 
men, whose hardships he shared equally 
with themselves, and to the love felt 
towards him by the Mahommedans of 
Hami, among whom he dwelt for a long 
period.—Rescript issued previously. 


LIU CHIN-T‘ANG DESIRES TO RETIRE. 

20th March.—(1) Liu Chin-t‘ang, Gover- 
nor of Chinese Turkestan, presents a fresh 
application to the Emperor for permission 
to retire from the public service. 
scribes himself as sick to the very bones, he 
is troubled by stomach disorders, he passes 
blood, he finds a difficulty in his utterance, 
and he is apprehensive of a stroke of para- 
lysis on one side. But while dreading the 
consequences which will ensue if he con- 
tinues at the post, he hopes that with rest 
and medical treatment he may be cured of 
his ailments, and as his age is not great he 
would thus become available for employ- 
ment again. The Emperor’s Rescript speaks 
in the highest terms of the successful 
manner in which the Governor administers 
the affairs of the important province en- 
trusted to his care, and while declining to 
allow him to retire, grants him additional 
leave of absence for four months in order 
that he may undergo medical treatment. 


DOUBLE MURDER IN SHENSI. 

(2) The Governor of Shensi reports the 
sentence passed by him on a man convicted 
of having murdered two persons, the one 
in a brawl and the other with premedita- 
tion. The murderer was a day-labourer for 
hire named Chen Ta-lu. In the spring of 
1877 he borrowed four bushels of maize 
from a neighbour called Chung Kuang-ts‘ai, 
and gave a written promise to pay it back 
in a year with thirty-six per cent. interest. 
He repaid the debt at the proper time, and 
asked that his promissory note should be 
returned to him. The creditor said he would 
do so when he found it, and Chen Ta-lu 
thoughtnomoreaboutthe matter. Chen Ta-lu 
then went away from home to look for work, 
and did not come back till 1886. One day 
soon after his return he was sitting on a 
bench outside his door enjoying the cocl of 
the evening, when his former creditor came 
up, accompanied by a little son of four years 
old, and produced the old promissory note, 
of which he demanded payment with com- 
pound interest. The debt was denied on 
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the one side and asserted on the other in 
angry terms, and the term ‘* swindler ” 
applied by both parties. Chung Kuang- 
ts‘ai seized the bench and attacked the 
other with it. Chen Ta-lu dodged the 
blow, grasped the bench and wrested it 
away. Thusarmed, he struck his adversary 
over the head, and, as the latter stooped 
to pick up a stone, he struck him again. 
two or three times and so killed him. 
The murderer then threw the body in a 
drain and was about to run off, when he 
was alarmed by the crying of the little 
boy, which he feared would cause the dis- 
covery of the crime. He, therefore, took 
off the child’s belt and strangled him with 
it. Having done this, he went into the 
house to get a spade to bury the body. 
Just at that moment his wife, who had 
been out, came home, and a neighbour, 
Liu Ch‘ien-shen, happened to pass by on 
his way from market. His wife began 
to upbraid him, and Liu Ch‘ien-shen said 
that he must go and give information to 
the police. The murderer turned upon 
the last speaker, threatening to implicate 
him if proceedings were taken. He then 
buried the child and went off to another 
part of the country, while Liu Ch‘en-shen 
held his peace for fear of getting into 
trouble himself. A month later a brother 
who lived at a distance came to pay the 
dead man a visit. Finding the house 
empty and the door locked, he proceeded 
to make enquiries, and coming upon Liu 
Ch‘ien-shen learned from him what had 
occurred. The authorities were informed, 
the murderer was discovered and put on 
his trial, and after several re-hearings 
the above facts were elicited and estab- 
lished beyond dispute. The Memorialist 
has sentenced the murderer to be branded 
and decapitated without delay. He has 
further condemned Liu Ch‘ien-shen to 
receive one hundred blows because he 
did not give information ; and the village 
constable will receive eighty blows for his 
negligence in falling to discover the crime. 
This latter punishment, being inflicted for 
an official error and not for any criminal 
act, will not necessitate the constable’s dis- 
missal from his post. It is not accounted 
any crime on the part of the wife that she 
concealed her husband’s act, and therefore 
no notice need be taken of her.—Referred 
to the Board of Punishments for a report 
without loss of time. 


21st March, [No documents of interest. ] 


WORK AT YELLOW RIVER IN CHIHLI. 


22nd March.—(1) The Viceroy Li Hung- 
chang was instructed by an Imperial 
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Decree last autumn to take advantage 
of the absence of water in the lower 
part of the Yellow River, and under- 
take such operations as might seem bene- 
ficial in the way of digging out the bed and 
strengthening the embankments of the 
portion of the river under his jurisdiction. 
The officers whom he directed to hold a 
survey have reported that the part of the 
Yellow River whichis in the Province of 
Chihli is eighty or ninety li in length and 
several li broad ; and therefore any general 
digging out of the bed would be impossible 
from the magnitude and the expense of the 
work ; that even to cut a certain number of 
channels in the northern part of the bed, 
in order to draw the water away from 
the more dangerous south side, would cost 
Tis. 200,000 or Tis. 300,000, and after all 
would fail to effect the desired object. It 
is considered that the channel is, after all, 
big enough to carry the stream, and what 
is really needed is to strengthen or raise the 
embankments on both sides wherever they 
are weak or low. This will be carried out 
in a thorough manner, and attention will be 
paid not only to the main bank, but also to 
the loop embankments and supporting 
walls. The troops stationed at Ta-ming Fu 
will be set to work at che first opening of 
spring, and labourers will also be engaged 
locally. 1n addition the Memorialist has 
caused to be bought a small foreign railway 
five 4 in length and a hundred trucks, 
which will save both labour and expense in 
carrying earth wherever it has to be fetch- 
ed from a distance. The Chin embank- 
ment on the north in K‘ai Chou must also 
be put in thorough repair, as there is 
danger of its giving way, especially at some 
parts where it is not very far from the river. 
The local authorities are also instructed to 
urge the people to see to the repair of the 
private embankments without letting them 
press too closely on the stream. 


MONEY LENT BY GOVERNMENT TO PAWNSHOPS. 


(2) It appears that in the latter part of 
the last century a sum of Tls. 160,000 was 
lent by the government to the pawnbrokers’ 
shops in the Prefecture of Hsiian-hua Fu in 
northern Chihli. The object of this mea- 
sure was to supply from the interest of the 
money an annual sum to meet the official 
expenditure of the Governor of Chahar. 
About Tis. 16,000 was repaid some time 
ago, and some more has been lost by defal- 
cations, leaving in the hands of the pawn- 
brokers about Tls. 120,000 at the present 
day. Of the fifty and more pawnshops 
which formerly borrowed money about 
twenty have ceased to do business, and it 
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does not seem fair either to make the men 
who have closed their shops retain their 
loans and continue to pay interest, or to 
make those who are still remaining in 
the trade take over the money from the 
others. It appears to the Viceroy Li that 
the reason of the present state of things 
is that the interest is charged at too high 
a rate, and he therefore proposes to try 
the plan of reducing it to 8 per 1,000 per 
month, or 9.6 per cent. per annum, which 
he thinks will afford the shops sufficient 
profits and enable them to go on with their 
business.— Approved by Rescript. 


PUNISHMENT FOR ESCAPE OF A PRISONER, 

(3) In 1879 the jail-warden of Huai-jou 
Hsien allowed two prisoners to escape from 
his care. One of them was afterwards re- 
captured, but the other, who had been sen- 
tenced to death by strangulation, has never 
been heard of again. The jail-warden was 
proved not to have been an accomplice in 
his flight, but nevertheless, as he failed to 
recover him within a limit of five years, in 
1884 he became liable to a punishment of 
100 blows, and banishment for three years. 
But as two acts of grace have been issued, 
one in 1882 before the limit expired, and one 
after it in 1885, the Viceroy Li begs that 
the Board of Punishments may take the 
case into their consideration and decide 
whether the jail-warden may claim to have 
his punishment remitted.—Referred to the 
Board. 

TEMPLE TO LIU CH‘ANG-YU. 

March 23rd.—The Emperor is requested 
to sanction the erection of a temple in 
Kuangsi in honour of the late Liu Ch‘ang- 
yu, who was formerly Governor-General of 
Yiinnan and Kueichow. The deceased was 
a native of Hunan and literary graduate, 
but like many other scholars he took up 
arms against the Taipings. He was rapidly 
promoted from one post to another till he 
became Governor of Kuangsi, the capital of 
which he twice rescued from the rebels. 
Indeed the suppression of the rebellion in 
Kuangsi is described as having been from 
first to last almost entirely his work.— 
Decree issued separately. 

MURDER AND ADULTERY IN TURKESTAN, 

March 24th.—(1) T‘u-ti was a Moham- 
medan resident in the K‘u-ch‘é district in 
Turkestan. He had neither father, mother, 
wife or children. In the same neighbour- 
hood there lived a distant relative and 
co-religionist, named Mai-mai-t‘i, who was 
happily married to a woman called A Yi- 
pi-pi. T‘u-ti was a frequent visitor at his 
relative’s house, and was received as a 
member of the family. One day, nearly 





two years ago, Mai-mai-ti went away some 
distance from home to attend to an out- 
farm. That night T‘u-ti went to the house, 
rapped at the door and tried to gain admit- 
tance. Failing in this, he climbed up on 
the roof, and opening a sky-light, lowered 
himself down into A Yi-pi-pi’s bed-room. 
The woman was greatly alarmed and tried 
to make her escape. She was, however, 
seized by T‘u-ti who implored her consent 
to the act. Meeting with violent resis- 
tance, T‘u-ti picked up a stick that was 
lying at the side of the bed and gave 
her a severe beating. He then took a rug 
and rolled it tightly round the upper part 
of her body and tied her legs together 
with cord. The woman still struggled 
violently, and enraged with disappoint- 
ment, he struck her a heavy blow behind 
the ear, which caused instantaneous death. 
The husband returned next morning to 
find his wife a corpse. Word was sent to 
the police, and the arrest of the criminal 
soon followed. He has been sentenced 
to immediate decapitation under the law 
applicable to an attempt at adultery, accom- 
panied with murder, in a case where the 
parties are related to each other within the 
recognised degrees of mourning. A Yi-pi- 
pi was married at an early age, and proved 
herself a devoted wife. In preferring, 
death to dishonour, she furnished a com- 
mendable instance of womanly chastity, 
and as astimulus to purity of morals and a 
solace to the soul of the departed, permis- 
sion is asked to erect an honorary portal to 
her memory. 
MURDER OF AN OFFICIAL BY SECRET 
SOCIETY MEN. 


(2) The circumstances connected with 
the murder of Huang-po, an expectant 
Prefect in charge of the tithing system in 
the P‘u-ch‘éng district of Fukien, were 
reported in a previous Memorial, and orders 
were issued for the apprehension of the 
culprits who were found to be members of 
the Ko-lao society. The Governor-General 
now reports the trial and execution of three 
of the murderers. The principal culprit, 
Chou Chin-t‘ang, is still at large, Huang- 
po was on the bench enquiring into a gam- 
bling case when he was attacked by his 
assailants, whose object _wag.to_have venge- 


ance for the loss of ohe of the membeTs—t? - 


their society whom the deceased officer had 
brought to punishment. 
APPLICATION ON BEHALF OF AN OFFICER 
SERVING IN THE CHINESE LEGATION 
AT BERLIN. 
March 25th.—Hung Chiin, Chinese Min- 
ister at Berlin, submits a request on behalf 
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of Hsii Yii-lin, an officer who cenducts his 
official correspondence. In consideration 
of the fact that this officer is serving in an 
important capacity ata distant post, it is 
asked that his name should be retained on 
the board’s list for selection to any vacancy 
that may occur.—Granted by Imperial 
Rescript. 
A MAGISTRATE’S DEFALCATIONS. 

March 26th.—(1) The Magistrate of the 
Té-ch‘ing district in Chékiang died some 
four years ago, and his successor on arriving 
at his post found a deficiency of Tls. 4,500 
in the public chest. The stock of rice in 
the granary also proved to be 1,593 piculs 
short. On enquiry it was ascertained 
that the deceased officer, whose term of 
office happened to have fallen on a season 
of dearth, had used the money and the 
grain to make good certain deficiencies in 
the land tax receipts, and had been unable 
to repay the amount before his death. An 
order was issued for the confiscation of his 
property, but when it was put in force, all 
the worldly effects of the deceased were 
found to consist of a cap, a pair of shoes 
and some old clothes which were valued 
at Tls. 1.8.1. Hhi wife and family were 
living in a rented house, and both they 
and the neighbours aftirmed that the 
deceased left no other property whatever. 
The small amount realised was placed to the 
public credit. An attempt was next made 
to recoup the public loss by bringing 
pressure to bear upon the deceased’s clerks 
and underlings, but it was soon ascer- 
tained that they were all either penniless 
or dead. The law on the subject is that 
an officer who appropriates Tls. 5,000 or 
more of public money is liable to receive 
100 blows and transportation for three 
years. Rice is to be considered the same 
as money, the valuation being 5 mace per 
picul. This sentence is formally passed 
upon the deceased magistrate, but his 
death, it is added, renders its enforcement 
unnecessary. One of the clerks of the 
deceased is sentenced to 80 blows for fail- 
ing to prevent his master’s malversation, 
but, being likewise dead, the question of 
executing the sentence is not to be taken 
into consideration. 


ASSUMPTION OF OFFICE BY MILITARY ASSIS- 
TANT GOVERNOR OF TARBAGATAI, 


(2) In reporting his assumption of office, 
Oerhch‘ingv, the Military-Governor of 
Tarbagatai, forwards a list of the funds and 
military stores which he received from his 
predecessor. The money for payment of 
the troops amounted to Tls. 14,000, and the 
stock of grain was 3,800 piculs. Of foreign 
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and Canton powder he received 46,000 
catties, as also 14,000 catties of local and 
foreign powder. The ammunition, arms, 
and other articles all corresponded with 
the lists in the office. The arms are, 
however, for the most part so damaged 
and worn as to be quite unserviceable. 
The Memorialist fiuds that Hsi-lun, the 
Governor of Ili, put down their value 
some time ago at Tls.50,000 or Tls.60,000, 
but their assessed value now only 
amounts to Tls.8,670.5.8.1 which shows 
such a wide discrepancy as to call for close 
investigation. The writer neither wishes to 
go out of his way to find fault nor will he be 
a party to screen abuses, and he would 
therefore ask that he may be allowed time 
to enquire into the matter. He can only 
hope that in the end he may be able to 
account for the expenditure of the public 
money. During the three months he has 
been at his post he has paid salary and other 
disbursements on the old scale, but from 
the beginning of next year he contemplates 
making some reductions in the staffs of the 
various departments under his control. 
ABOLITION OF CAMP-FOLLOWERS IN 
PROVINCIAL ARMIES. 


(3) The same writer acknowledges the 
receipt of a communication from the Board 
of Revenue stating that the camp-followers 
in the various armies were to be abolished 
from the eleventh moon of the present year 
and that the saving thus effected was to be 
applied to repairing the breach in the Yellow 
River. There are 540 camp-followers in 
the Tarbagatai force, all of whom were 
abolished a month earlier than the board 
directed. The saving will be Tls.1,620 per 
month. The funds for Tarbagatai are for- 
warded periodically from the Kansu trea- 
sury, and the memorialist has written to 
the officer in charge of it to deduct the 
above amount from future remittances and 
retain it, pending the receipt of instructions 
from the board as to its disposal. 

RETIREMENT. 


March 27th.—(1) Li Shén, Imperial Agent 
at Hsi-ning, is permitted to retire from the 
public service on the ground of ill-health. 


SERIOUS CHARGES AGAINST A GENERAL AT 
CHEFOO. 

(2) The Censor Mu Yin-ch‘iao, brings a 
grave indictment against Sun Chin-piao, 
General in command of the troops stationed 
near Chefoo, whom he charges with utter 
incompetency and the greatest laxity of 
discipline. The troops under the General’s 
control are stationed at the village of Chih- 
ch‘u about ten li from Chefoo, and here he 


himself and his family have rented a house + 
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and settled down. A score or more of his 
officers, with their families, have followed 
their chief’s example. One of them, named 
Li, even married a girl in the neighbour- 
hood, and was overwhelmed with presents 
from the whole army. When theatricals 
take place in the village, every man in the 
camp, from the general down to the com- 
mon soldier, flocks to see the entertainment. 
The general himself is frequently to be 
seen gadding about Chefoo, where he will 
stay for a fortnight or so without return- 
ing to the camp. His soldiers form parties 
and ramble about as they please all day 
long, often staying away even at night. 
They are the proprietors of most of 
the opium shops in the district. Dur- 
ing last year a number of banks and 
thops were robbed in the neighbourhood, 
said several soldiers were arrested and 
nred for the crime. A requisition was 
made by the Fu-shan Magistrate for the 
production of a number of others who were 
incriminated, but the general refused to 
give them up. The gravest charge re- 
mains to be told. In August last the 
troops were sent to Ch‘éng-shan-t‘ou 
in connection with the Pautah affair and 
there committed the worst excesses, 
plunder and rape included. The plun- 
der they carried back to Chefoo, and 
there disposed of it in the most public 
Nothing short of death would 
be adequate punishment for such reckless 
conduct and such utter disregard of all law 
and order. The General utterly ignores 
the doings of his soldiers, if he does not 
indeed purposely screen and eneourage then. 


_A man so utterly worthless and depraved 


would be found quite unfit for the duties 
of his post in the event of any emergency, 
and it is asked that the Governor of Shan- 
tung should be directed to institute an in- 
vestigation with a view te formulating a 
vigorous indictment against Sun Chin-piao. 
This may possibly have the effect of bring- 
ing back a sense of respect among the ranks. 
of the army and of preventing the total 
collapse of military discipline. 


REJOINDER TO THE ABOVE FROM THE 
GOVERNOR OF SHANTUNG. 


(3) Chang Yao, the Governor of Shan- 
tung, to whom a list of the above charges 
was forwarded through the Grand Council 
forwards a detailed reply to the Censor’s 
accusations. As regards the excesses alleged. 
to have been committed at the Shantung 
Promontory, he refers to his previous re- 
port on the Pautah case to show the exag- 
gerated and groundless nature of the Censor's 
remarks. He then proceeds to deal with 
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the other charges seriatim. The circum- 
stances connected with the bank robberies 
are given at length, and the statement that 
the soldiers were either incriminated in 
these proceedings or that their production 
was refused is flatly contradicted. It is 
equally untrue that the soldiers are inte- 
rested in opium shops. Chefoo is a port of 
some strategic importance, with a mixed 
population from all parts, and for many 
years past opium establishments have 
existed in the place. The authorities have 
tried to suppress them by proclamation and 
otherwise, but their total removal cannut 
be accomplished all at once. The names 
of the proprietors are pointed to as proof 
that the charge against the soldiers is 
groundless. Sun Chin-piao is a most strict 
disciplinarian. His soldiers are issued 
passes when going on leave, and are only 
allowed to be absent fora stated time. 
There is no truth in the statement that 
they are allowed to roam about of their 
own free will. Sun Chin-piao and his men 
have been away from home on service for 
more than twenty years, and though the 
General has frequently applied for leave, he 
has never been able to obtain it. His 
mother has come to see her son, and his 
wife has visited her husband, but they have 
never stopped for any length of time. His 
soldiers have also received occasional leave 
to visit their homes, but neither they nor 
their families have settled down at Chefoo. 
Li Lien-té is an officer of conspicuous energy 
and bravery. He remained a bachelor till 
he was forty, and, though the fact of his 
marriage is true, the story about the mar- 
riage presents is false. Sun Chin-piao is 
an exemplary General. During his stay at 
Chefoo he has drilled his troops twice every 
day, and has held six general reviews every 
month. This is no mere statement made 
to shield the General, but is a fact attested 
by the intimate acquaintance his troops 
show in the use of arms. He has fre- 
quently to go to Chefoo to consult the 
Taotai there on public business, but his 
visits are not made as pleasure trips. The 
attendance of himself and his troops at the 
village theatrical entertainments has little 
foundation in fact. The neighbouring 
gentry, between whom and the troops 
excellent relations are maintained, have 
repeatedly invited the General to at- 
tend the Spring festivals and the Au- 
tumnal thanksgiving meetings, but he 
has invariably declined their invitation 
with thanks. A few troops have occa- 
sionally been sent to maintain order at 
the subsequent theatrical entertainments, 
but the allegation that the whole camp 
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, reported from Kueichow. 


flocked to such gatherings is quite erro- 


neous. The Governor concludes by passing 
a warm encomium on Sun Chin-piao, both 
in his public and private capacity. Asa 
General he is deeply versed in all the tac- 
tics of warfare, aud as a man he is of a 
quiet and simple disposition which has won 
him the universal esteem of every com- 
munity in which he has been stationed. 
Though he was forty befure he settled 
down in a home of his own, still Li Lien-té 
committed an impropriety in marrying a 
wife in the place where he was quartered, 
and it is asked that he should be stripped 
of his rank and be retained at his post.— 
Decree already published. 


CASE OF PARRICIDE. 
March 28th.--(1) The following case is 
Féug Wan- 
hsing, who was a resident in K‘ai Chou, 
had an invalid wife, a concubine, and a 
very unruly son called Féng Man. The 
latter was constantly in trouble with his 
father, who threatened time after time to 
expel him from the house. One day, sume 
three months ago, Féng Man went to the 
house of a friend named Chao Fu-k‘o and 
related to him all his grievances. He then 
and there conceived the idea of murdering 
both his father and the concubine, and 
obtained a promise of his friend’s assistance 
in accomplishing the deed. His own 
mother, who was ill, slept in a separate 
room, the other room in the house being 
occupied by the father and the concubine. 
Both men arined themselves with bludgeons 
and proceeded to the house. Entering 
the room occupied by their victims, 
they groped their way in the dark to the 
bedside and struck about wildly at the bed 
without knowing whom or what they were 
hitting. The mother was awakened by the 
shouts, and called for a light to see what 
was the matter. She found her husband 
and the woman both dead, and took her 
son to task on the spot. He and his com- 
panion admitted the act, but made their 
escape before they could be arrested. The 
penalty for parricide is death by the slow 
and painful process, and the execution is to 
follow immediately after the trial, as soon 
as the formality of requesting the death- 
warrant is completed. Féng Man has ac- 
cordingly suffered the full penalty of the 
law. His companion has been sentenced 
to strangulation under the law applicable 
to the case of an accomplice in a case of 
parricide. 
PROGRESS OF THE NEPAULESE MISSION. 


(2) The Governor of Honan reports that 
the Nepaulese Mission entered his province 
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on the 14th January and left it on the 7th 
of February, when they were handed over 
to the care of the Chihli authorities. An 
officer was specially deputed to meet them 
on the border and escort them along the 
first stage of their journey in Honan. The 
usual preparations for their reception were 
made by the officers of all the districts 
through which they passed. The Envoy 
and his suite made their progress with quiet 
and comfort, and no hitch occurred in any 
of the arrangements. 


APPOINTMENT. 


(3) Salinga is gazetted Imperial Agent at 
Hsi-ning, with the brevet rank of Deputy 
Lieutenant General. 

MINING MACHINERY FOR KUEICHOW. 

(4) In a Memorial, which contains no 
other feature of interest, the Governor of 
Kueichow mentions having received a 
communication from Liu Jui-fén, the Chi- 
nese Minister in London, to the effect that 
he had made an agreement for the purchase 
of some mining plant for the use of the 
province. 


PROCEEDINGS CONNECTED WITH THE INVESTI- 
TURE OF THE PRIME MINISTER OF NEPAUL 
WITH THE RANK OF PRINCE. 

March 29th.—The Chinese Resident in 
Tibet reports that on the 21st December 
last he received a petition from Erdeni, the 
King of Nepaul, stating that his chief 
Ka-chi, or Prime Minister, Pijéshéng 
Hsiehjétséng Rajénapahatujé (Bere Shum- 
shire) had recently been commissioned to 
proceed on a tour of inspection to ascertain 
the condition of the people on the frontier, 
and ought to have started in November. 
H.M. the Emperor of China had some 
time ago conferred on the Minister the 
brevet rank of Kuo Kan Wan, or 
‘Right Valiant Prince,’ but the latter had 
since been patiently waiting for the arrival 
of the Letters Patent, as also of the cap 
and robes of oftice conferred on similar 
occasions on Mongolian Princes, and until 
he received them he could not venture to 
start on his mission. The King therefore 
applied to the Resident for instructions for 
his guidance in the matter. The Resident 
informed the King in reply that, by the con- 
stitutional usage of the Celestial Dynasty, 
Patents of nobility were issued in certain 
numbers at fixed times, and in due order of 
succession, by the Grand Secretariat, and 
that the use of the Imperial seal could not be 
abruptly requested on every occasion thatone 
or two individuals were to be invested with 
such orders. This would explain the delay 





In China officials invariably returned thanks 
immediately on the receipt of the Imperial 
Decree announcing their promotion or 
transfer, and no one ever dreamt of defer- 
ring doing so until he received his letters 
of appointment from the Grand Secretariat. 
The late Resident had ordered the Nepau- 
lese Prince to prepare a letter of thanks to 
the Throne for the honour that had been 
conferred on him, but, though a long time 
had since elapsed, no letter of the kind had 
been received. The Resident pointed out 
that the letters patent, cap and uniform, 
may have been forwarded by the regular 
courier service and might be on their 
way, or might have been retained in 
Peking to be sent back with the tribute 
mission from Nepaul. In not starting 
before he received the insignia of office 
the Ka-chi had no doubt shown his ap- 
preciation of the dignity attaching to the 
Chinese official costume, and the incident 
afforded proof of the sincere and submissive 
attitude of the king himself. On a tour of 
inspection on the border, however, travel- 
ling costume would be more appropriate 
than Court dress, for which latter there 
was on necessity on such an occasion. This 
communication would reach the King about 
the end of the year. The Resident, being 
anxious to identify himself with the Em- 
peror’s sympathy for distant regions, and 
to mark his appreciation of the king’s re- 
spectful bearing, procured the following 
articles, namely, a travelling cap, a Prince’s 
button, materials to make a couple of robes, 
a pouch, a rain hat, a piece of red felt to 
make a rain-coat, and a pair of shoes, all of 
which were forwarded for the use of the 
Chief Ka-chi. This was merely a temporary 
provision, and was not to be construed as a 
procedent. Such an exceptional step might 
be taken on a rare occasion at the discretion 
ofthe Memorialist, but could not be adopted 
whenever the King might think fit to prefer 
a similar request. The Resident at the 
same time wrote to the Grand Council and 
the Mongolian Superintendency, asking 
them to urge the Imperial Household 
department to lose no time in having the 
articles in question forwarded either by 
government courier or through the Nepau- 
lese tribute mission on its return from 
Peking. 
AN APPEAL SUIT ARISING OUT OF A CASE OF 
ADOPTION. 

March 30th.—(1) A man named Liu 

Wén-hui, a native of Chihli, being without 


children of his own, adopted Liu Pao-ch‘un, 
the son of a relative. No instrument of 


which had occurred in the present instance. ; adoption was made out, but there was a 
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verbal understanding that if Liu Wén-hui 
ever had ason of his own, Liu Pao-ch‘un 
was to go back to his own family. While 
things were still in this state, Liu Pao- 
ch‘un’s wife died and was buried in Liu 
Wén-hui’s family cemetery. Some time 
later Liu Wén-hui married a concubine by 
whom he had a son, Liu Pao-jui. Accord- 
ing to agreement Liu Pao-ch‘un was now 
sent back to his own family. He was further 
told to remove his wife’s remains, and wss 
promised some property by his quondam fa- 
ther, Liu Wén-hui. He died before he could 
effect the removal of his wife’s remains. 
Two years ago Liu Wéh-hui also died, and 
his son Liu Pao-jui pressed Liu P‘i-ju, the 
son of Liu Pao-ch‘un, toremove his mother’s 
coffin in order that he might have roum to 
bury his own father. Liu P'i-ju having 
failed to do so, Liu Pao-jui brought a suit 
against him in the local courts. It was 
finally decided that Liu P‘i-ju must remove 
the body, but that he was to receive 250 
mu of land from Liu Pao-jui iu consideration 
of his father’s temporary adoption. Liu 
Pao-jui gave him immediate possession of 


60 mu of ground, and promised the re- | 


mainder as soon as the terms of the 
agreement were fulfilled. Liu P'i-ju, 
however went away from home and left the 
coffin where it was. Liu Pao-jui, being 
unwilling to delay any longer the funeral 
of his father, had the coffin removed to a 
short distance. Liu P‘i-ju’s wife took np 
the case in the absence of her husband, and 
brought an action against Liu Pao-jui for 
disturbing the remains of her mother-in- 
law. Failing to obtain a hearing in the 
local courts, she made her way to Peking 
and appealed direct to the Emperor. The 
case was sent back to Chihli in the usual 
way, and she was sentenced to 100 blows 
and banishment for obstructing the Impe- 
rial cortége. Being a woman, she was 
allowed to commute the sentence. Liu 
Pao-jui was sentenced to 80 blows for his 
undue haste in removing the coffin, but was 
granted commutation on the ground of his 
holding a literary degree. Liu P‘i-ju is to 
receive the remainder of the 250 mz of 
ground that was previously awarded to 
him. 


TEMPLE IN MEMORY OF CHANG K‘AI-SUNG. 


March 31st.—The Governor of Kuangsi 
forwards a petition from a number of per- 
sons of good position, humbly praying that 
they may be allowed to erect a temple in 
memory of the late Chang K‘ai-sung, who, 
when he died two years ago, held the post 
of Governor in Yiinnan, but previously had 
long been stationed in Kuangsi, Chang 
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K‘ai-sung was a native of Hupei, and was 
Chin-shih or Metropolitan Graduate. In 
1845 he came to Kuangsi to receive an 
appointment as District Magistrate. Soon 
after his arrival the Taiping rebellion com- 
menced. The provincial capital, Kuei-lin, 
was in imminent danger, being threatened 
by the rebels under Hung Hsiu-ch ‘ian, 
while the main body of the Imperial army 
was far away at Yung-an. The force at 
Kuei-lin was small, and the stock of 
provisions was scanty. Chang K‘ai-sung, 
who was Magistrate of the place, did 
not wait to receive orders. He took 
the responsibility upon himself, enrolled 
levies, called in the detachments in the 
neighbourhood, bought provisions and 
stored them in different parts of the town, 
thus putting the city in a state of defence 
which enabled it to hold out until relief 
caine. This performance won for him the 
most unbounded affection on the part of 
the public. He was then promoted to the 
rank of prefect and continued in this as 
well as afterwards in higher positions to 
render the greatest services to his country. 
Rescript issued separately. 

INSPECTION OF TROOPS AT PAO-TING FU. 

April 1st.—The Viceroy Li Hung-chang 
reports that previously to his departure 
for Tientsin at the opening of the river 
he has inspected the troops stationed 
at Pao-ting Fu. The old regulars per- 
formed their evolutions in good style, 
their volleys, fired with gingalls or fowl- 
ing pieces, sounded well together, 70 per 
cent or more of their arrows hit the 
target, and their sword and buckler drill 
was creditable. But the drilled Anhui 
troops presented the most martial appear- 
ance. They handled their rifles well and 
their shooting was very accurate. It was 
impossible to collect all the Anhui troops 
at the moment ; as, apart from those gar- 
risoning the forts on the coast of Chihli 
and Manchuria, a number are absent work- 
ing at the Yellow River and the Yung-ting 
River, and others were engaged in patrol 
ling the great roads ; but they will be in- 
spected separately, as soon as opportunity 
offers. 

KUANGSI—KAN P‘EI-T‘ANG IMPRISONED. 

April 2nd.—The Governor of Kuangsi 
report the trial and condemnation of a 
retired officer named Kan P‘ei-t‘ang. In 
the reign of Hsien Feng Kan P'ei-t‘ang 
joined the Taiping rebels, who were over- 
running his native district of Jung Hsien. 
But afterwards being reduced to extremity 
he surrendered to the government and 
took service in the army. Having dis- 
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tinguished himself by his bravery he was 
promoted to a lieutenancy with the brevet 
rank of captain and a peacock’s feather. 
Afterwards, having retired and taken up 
his residence at home, he leased a small 
paddy field and a fish pond adjoining it 
to a neighbour named Hsieh Tzii-an for an 
annual rent of twenty strings of cash. In 
1882 he brought an action of ejectment 
against his tenant, who in the previous 
year had only paid half the rent due and 
had refused to surrender possession of the 
land. The Magistrate issued a summons to 
Hsieh ‘Tzti-an ; but the officers to whom it 
was entrusted reported that he was tvo ill to 
appear. Kan P‘ei-t‘ang was furious at being 
fuiled in this manner, and determined to 
take the law into his own hands. He told 
two of his servants each to find a couple of 
sturdy fellows, and engaged another him- 
self; and one morning at early dawn the 
whole party started off together with the in- 
tention of giving Hsieh Tzt-an a thrashing 
and then taking him by force before the 
Magistrate. They were all armed with 
bludgeons except, one man, who carried a 
gun made of bamboo. By the way one of 
them became alarmed and made an excuse 
to turn back. But Kan P‘ei-t‘ang com- 
pelled him to come along, threatening that 
if he did not, he should never forget it. 
On arriving at the house they burst in the 
door and entered the court-yard, leaving 
the man with the gun outside to keep watch. 
Hsieh Tzit-an and a cousin made their 
escape by a side door and fled. The man 
watching gave chase. Hsieh Tzit-an turned 
round and stooped down to pick up a 
stone, and as he was so doing he was shot 
in the head by his pursuer. This was 
seen by a passer-by, who shouted out, but 
did not succeed in preventing the act. 
Kan P‘ei-t‘ang heard the report of the gun 
and hurried with his men to the spot, where 
they found Hsieh Tzii-an stretched almost 
lifeless on the ground. They picked him 
up and tried to carry him off by force ; but 


in a few minutes he expired, whereupon | 


the party dispersed. 

Proceedings were instituted in the Ma- 
gistrate’s Court, and a warrant was issued 
for the arrest of Kan P‘ei-t‘ang. But he 
could not be found, as he had run away to 
Canton, accompanied by his son who was a 
provincial graduate. The murdered man’s 
son therefore travelled to the Tongking 
frontier, where the Governor’s _head- 
quarters were established, and presented a 
petition praying for justice. The Governor 
wrote to the Viceroy at Canton. The Vice- 
roy had no difficulty in laying his hand 
upon Kan P‘ei-t‘ang, as the latter had 
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just presented an appeal to him, setting 
forth that that Hsieh Tzii-an had resisted 
lawful arrest and had been unavoidably 
killed by the officers in salf defence. Kan 
P‘ei-t‘ang was thus brought to trial; but, 
as he took advantage of his official rank to 
deny everything, it became necessary to 
request the Emperor to cashier him as a 
preliminary step. This having been done 
he was rigorously axamined, and the truth 
of the above facts was established beyond 
doubt. 

It was at the same time elicited that 
thirty years ago a connection of Kan P‘ei- 
t‘ang had sold a piece of land to one 
Yang Kuan-hui, which he recently asked 
permission to redeem. Yang Kuan-hui re- 
fused his consent and even brought an action 
against the applicant ‘‘ for endeavouring to 
force restitution by means of intimidation.” 
Kan P‘ei-t‘ang espoused his kinsman’s 
cause and in revenge for the lawsuit went 
with a party to the land in question, cut 
down some of the growing paddy, and left 
it there. Also, meeting a relation of 
Yang Kuan-hui on the road one day, 
he began to abuse him, and on the latter’s 
attempting to explain, he carried him off 
to his house, tied him up, and beat him 
till he cried for mercy. Again; in 1884, 
Kan P‘ei-t‘ang went to an oil shop which 
had been opened in the neighbourhood by 
a stranger from Canton, and contracted to 
buy from it 120,000 catties of oil, the whole 
to be delivered in four months. Ths shop- 
keeper, who was afraid, agreed to the bar- 
gain, though the price fixed was not the 
proper market rate. Before the term had 
expired, Kan P‘ei-t‘ang went to the shop, 
at a time when he knew there was no oil 
there, and demanded delivery of the 
specified amount. The shop-keeper beg- 
ged for delay, but Kan P'ei-t‘ang 
began to smash the furniture, till the man 
consented to pay 120 strings of cash for 
supposed non-fulfilment of contract. But 
in none of these cases had any action been 
brought, because the sufferers were afraid 


, of the consequences which might ensue to 


them. A number of the local gentry also 
came forward and stated that numerous 
other acts of violence had been committed 
by Kan P‘ei-t‘ang but for similar reasons 
had not come to light. This statement the 
magistrate found on enquiry to be un- 
animously supported by every one in the 
neighbourhood. 

For these offences the criminal is con- 
demned to transportation to a most distant 
frontier, not less than 4,000 l¢ from his 
home, this being the heaviest punishment 
laid down for such crimes in the law. 
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Some of the misdeeds were committed be- 
fore the Act of Grace in 1885 ; but as they 
were not made the subject of judicial pro- 
ceedings till afterwards, they cannot pos- 
sibly receive the benefit of the Act. It 
has also been represented to the Memo- 
rialist that if Kan P‘ei-tang be sent to 
his place of exile, there is a danger 
that he may make his escape and re- 
turn to his home again, to become a 
terror to the surrounding people, as he is 
so plainly shown to have been in the past. 
It is therefore proposed to keep him in 
strict confinement in the provincial capital ; 
and if at the expiry of ten years or so he 
should show signs of real repentance, his 
sentence of banishment may then be car- 
ried into effect. If after ten years there 
should be any Act remitting or reducing 
punishments, the question of allowing it 
to apply to him can be taken into consider- 
ation. His sun was away from home at 
the time of the affair when Hsich Tzii-an 
was killed, and therefore no blame can 
be attached to him. But as his repu- 
tation for orderly behaviour is not very 
high, the local authorities will be instructed 
to keep strict. supervision over him and if 
he misconduct himself, to take steps for 
having his graduate’s degree promptly can- 
celled. Referred to the Board of Punish- 
ments. 
April 3rd.—No documents of interest. 


MURDER OF A HUSBAND AND CHILD. 

April 4th.--The Governor of Shansi re- 
ports the trial of a woman and her para- 
mour for the murder of her husband and 
child. The murdered man was a carpenter 
by trade. He lived with his wife and child 
in a somewhat lonely house, and a distant 
connection named Chia Sung-tsé dwelt with 
them as a lodger. One day when he was 
away from home the lodger succeeded in 
seducing his wife. The intrigue went on 
for some time before he was aware of it. 
At last his suspicions were aroused and he 
discovered its existence. He was at first 
very angry, but he was pacified by presents 
of money, and was even induced to wink 
at the continuance of the liaison. One 
day last summer, being in immediate want 
of funds, he asked the lodger for two thou- 
sand cash; and on the latter’s replying that 
his purse was empty, he turned him out of 
the house ina rage. The paramour then 
took up his abode in an empty teinple at a 
little distance ; and one day meeting the 
woman on the road he proposed to her that 
they should kill her husband, so that there 
might be no obstacle to their intercourse. 
By his directions, the next night the 





; sleeper’s throat. 
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murderer came softly in and found the 
woman watching, while her husband and 
the child were already fast asleep. He un- 
tied his waist-band and made it into a 
running noose, which he placed round the 
Then he tightened the 
knot and hauled with all his might, the 
woman aiding by seizing her husband’s 
hands and throwing her weight on to his 
body. After a few struggles the victim 
was dead. The murderer then took the 
corpse on his back and carried it to a ditch 
under a bank, where he buried it. In the 
meantime the child woke up and, missing 
his father, began to cry. The mother con- 
soled him by saying his father was gone out 
to buy some dates and would soon come 
back. This quieted him for the moment ; 
but about a month afterwards, as he was 
constantly crying, the mother was persuad- 
ed by her paramour to put him out of the 
way, lest something should come to light. 
The child happened to be suffering from a 
sore throat, and his mother mixed a little 
opium with the medicine that he was taking, 
which killed him in a few hours. The 
death caused no suspicion, as it was 
supposed to have happened from the 
disease in the throat. The next month 
a relation of the murdered man was going 
to work in the fields near the bank where 
the corpse was buried, when he picked up 
a queue which he recognised as belonging 
to the deceased. This aroused his suspicions, 
and going to the woman he questioned her 
and cross-questioned her till she was forced 
to acknowledge the truth. The authorities 
were informed, the guilty parties arrested, 
and the circumstances above narrated all 
brought to light. The corpse could not be 
recovered, as it had been torn to pieces, and 
the bones scattered, by dogs or wild animals. 
The Memorialist has sentenced the mur- 
derer to immediate decapitation and brand- 
ing on the cheek. The woman has been 
condemned to be similarly decapitated, the 
punishment laid down in the law not being 
more severe in cases such as this, where 
the husband has connived at the unlawful 
connection of another man with his wife 
and has afterwards been killed by them.— 
Referred to the Board of Punishments for 
a report without delay. 


MURDER OF A GIRL AND HER MOTHER. 
April 5th.—The Governor-General of 
Shensi and Kansu reports the trial of a 
murder case, the details of which illustrate 
in an interesting manner some of the fea- 
tures of social life in China. Yuan Ping- 
chia and Hsiung Té-ming were two country- 
men living in the same village. In 1878 


woman left the house door unbolted. The ! the former betrothed his son Liu Shih-san, 
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or ‘‘Sixty-Three,” to Hsiung Té-ming’s 
daughter, Chin Chii-erh. The proper 
formalities were observed and the boy’s 
father sent to the girl’s parents a present 
of fourteen strings of cash and four pieces 
of blue calico to confirm the contract. But 
as both the children were young, the mar- 
riage ceremony was postponed for a time. 
In 1886 the boy ‘‘Sixty-Three” died. 
Hsiung Té-ming went to pay the bereaved 
father a visit of condolement and found 
him in deep distress, lamenting that he 
was left without support in his old age. 
In order to console him, Hsiung Té-ming 
promised to let him adopt his daughter, 
Chin Chii-erh, and marry her to a sun-in- 
law who would engage to come and live with 
him and take care of him. Yuan Ping- 
chia soon afterwards asked that the girl 
might be sent over to his house so that the 
arrangement could be carried into effect. 
But Hsiung Té-ming, who had either never 
been in earnest or else had changed his 
mind subequently, put him off with excuses, 
and finally betrothed the girl to a young 
man of another family. Yuan Ping-chia 
then demanded back the wedding presents 
he had given long before. The other re- 
fused to return them, and high words 
passed between the two. Yuan Ping- 
chia, finding that he could get no satis- 
faction, determined to revenge himself by 
killing the girl, One day when her father 
was out, he went across to the house 
and found her in the kitchen prepar- 
ing some food. He immediately attacked 
her with a knife, stabbing her in several 
parts of the body and killing her. Her 
mother, hearing the noise, came in, and 
tried to wrest the knife from the murderer, 
but failed to do so, and received several 
cuts on the fingers. Upon this she seized 
a short spear which stood in a corner of 
the room and with it first knocked the knife 
from his hand and then standing in the 
doorway prevented his escape. The man, 
alarmed at finding his passage barred, 
grasped the spear and took it from her and 
made a random thrust without premedita- 
tion, which took effect on her body and 
killed her. At the trial it was held that, 
as the marriage had never taken place, the 
murderer could not claim the girl as his 
daughter, and therefore he was liable to 
the full penalty for killing two persons of 
one family, namely, branding and imme- 
diate decapitation. The girl’s father has 
rendered himself liable to punishment by 
his refusal to carry out the promise that he 
had made; but it is proposed to take no 
notice of his offence on account of the 
severe family loss which he has sustained. 
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—Referred to the Board of Punishments 


for a report without delay. 


APPOINTMENTS AND RETIREMENTS, 


T‘an Chung-lin, Governor-General of the 
provinces of Shensi and Kansu, has applied 
for permission to retire from the public 
service on the ground of ill-health. He 
has been suffering some time from an 
affection of the eyes, which has recently 
become more severe, and prevents him from 
fulfilling his duties. His application is 
granted by a decree which speaks in high 
terms of the value of his services to the 
State. As soon as his health is sufficiently 
restored, he will come to Peking to pay his 
respects to tha Emperor. 

Yang Ch‘ang-chiin, the present Governor- 
General at Foochow, is transferred to Shensi 
and Kansu. 

Pien Pao-ti, Governor of Hunan, is 
appointed Governor-General of Fukien and 
Chékiang. 

Wang Wen-shao succeeds Pien Pao-ti as 
Governor of Hunan. Wang Wen-shao was 
a few years ago a prominent member of the 
Tsung-li Yamén. In 1882 he was denounced 
for receiving a bribe, and a month or two 
later he obtained permission to retire in 
order to take care of his mother. He is 
still a comparatively young man, although 
he has been many years in the public 
service. 


HOMICIDE IN KUEICHOW. 


April 7th.—In 1869 a woman of the name 
of Liang borrowed a sum of Ts. 150 from 
Wén-chih, a chit jén and her relative by 
marriage, for which she promised to pay 
interest at the rate of 24 per cent. In 
1879 she repaid Tls. 128 of the principal, 
and in the same year she sold a farm con- 
taining about thirty English acres of land to 
Wén-chih for Tls. 300. Wén-chih deducted 
the balance of the loan from the purchase 
price, gave back her promissory note to 
Madam Liang and received the title deeds 
of the farm. The woman did not like the 
idea of repaying such an old debt, and felt 
very keenly the reduction it made in what 
she received for the farm. She asked for 
a further sum of Tis. 12, but was refused. 
Wén-chih, however, allowed her to cultivate 
the land as a yearly tenant on the métayer 
system. One day some months later, her 
mother, whose name was Chu, and her 
brother Chu Ming-chang came to pay her a 
visit and stopped over night. At noon 
the following day Wén-chih, attended by 
his workmen Ch‘én-ch‘i, Ch‘én Chan- 
k‘uei, and Lo Tuzi-yiin, came to the 
house, reminded Madam Liang that the 
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harvest had been gathered in, and de- 
manded the landlord’s share of the produce. 
The woman told him to wait until he had 
paid her the price of the farm. Wén-chih 
resented this, and an altercation ensued 
between him and Mrs. Chu, who took her 
daughter’s part. A free fight followed, in 
which the servants of Wén-chih came to 
the assistance of their master. One of them, 
Ch‘én-ch‘i, seized the old woman by the 
throat and held her gasping on the ground. 
Her son, Chu Ming-chang, who was in an 
out-house at the time, rushed to the rescue 
of his mother and dealt her assailant a 
severe blow with a hatchet from which he 
died a few days later. Ch‘én Chan-k‘ue, 
another of the servants, was also killed in 
the fray by Madam Liang’s son, Liang 
Tsung-fu. The hearing of the case was 
delayed for a long time owing to the 
absence of witnesses and Wén-chih, being 
impatient to obtain redress, sent an 
agent to Peking with a highly coloured 
version of affair. The law is that a person 
who kills another in a fray with his fist, 
his foot, or a blow of any weapon is to be 
sentenced to strangulation after the usual 
period of incarceration. Chu Ming-chang’s 
act, was, however, committed to save his 
mother from the attack of an assailant who 
was choking her on the ground, and in 
accordance with a statute which provides 
for such a case, sentence is deferred pend- 
ing the receipt of an Imperial Decree in- 
timating what slighter form of punishment 
should be imposed. Wén-chih was sen- 
tenced to 80 blows for being the indirect 
cause of the row, but being a graduate he 
was allowed to commute the sentence and 
is now to be restored the degree of which 
he had been temporarily deprived. Madam 
Liang has been ordered to pay Wén-chih 
the share of the produce to which he is 
entitled as landlord, and to avoid further 
trouble of the kind, she is to be dis- 
possessed of the farm. 

[Nore-—The above is an illustration of 
what frequently occurs in connection with 
métayer tenancies, and accounts, to some 
extent, for the unpopularity in China of a 
system which works well in most other 
‘countries. It is too often the result of a 
mortgage or other encumbrance contracted 
with the village usurer. The mortgagee 
becomes the landlord, and the former owner 
remains in possession as a cultivator on the 
métayer arrangement. The friction which 
goes on between the two parties culminates 
when the day for dividing the produce 
arrives. The cultivator generally retains 
the chaff and part of the straw, and unless 
he is watched, he is not too careful to have 
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the straw clean threshed or the grain well 

winnowed. | 

DEPTH OF WATER IN THE GRAND CANAL AND 
THE HUNG-TSE LAKE. 


(2) The Director-General of the Grand 
Canal forwards a periodical report of the 
depth of the water in the Grand Canal and 
the Hung-tsé Lake. The last report was 
dated the 27th Jan., and the present one 
embraces the period between that date and 
the 2nd of March. The lake had fallen one 
foot and two inches ; the fall in the canal 
varied considerably at different places, 
ranging from a few inches in some parts to 
over three feet in others. In the central 
section there had actually been a rise in the 
water of some nine inches. The memorialist 
regrets that the breach at Chéng Chou still 
remains unclosed, and adds that as long as 
this is the case the water of the Yellow 
River must continue to flow into the Huai. 


MEMORIAL TEMPLE TO A DECEASED LITERARY 
CHANCELLOR. 


April 8th.—Shén Ping-yuan, who was 
Literary Chancellor of the province of 
Kuangsi in the reign of Hsien Féng, 
perished in the fall of the city of Wu-chou 
which he had made a vow to hold till death 
against the rebels. One temple has already 
been built in his honour in the capital of 
the province, and Hsii Yung-i and a few 
other of his fellow provincials have now 
submitted a request for permission to con- 
struct a second temple to perpetuate the 
memory of such a devoted officer at his 
native place in the Haiyen district of 
Chekiang.—The application is granted by 
Imperial Decree. 

GRAIN TAX FROM SHANTUNG. 


April 9th.—(1) In accordance with stand- 
ing regulations, the Governor of Shantung 
reports beforehand the amount of tribute 
rice to be sent to Peking during the pre- 
sent year. Excluding remissions on account 
of bad harvests and deductions for relief 
of distress made under Imperial sanction, 
the total quantity to be sent forward was 
225,618 piculs. The Governor of Honan 
has, however, since received permission to 
divert a portion of the above for the relief 
purposes during the spring, and the net 
balance will be 175,600 piculs. 

REPAIR OF THE YELLOW RIVER IN SHANTUNG. 

(2) Chang Yao, the Governor of Shantung, 
in acknowledging the numerous Decrees 
which he has received urging him to have 
the Shantung portion of the Yellow River 
placed in proper repair so as to be in readi- 
ness to receive the water as soon as the 
breach at Chéng Chou is closed, states that 
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he has issued instructions for the expendi- 
ture of the funds annually allotted for mak- 
ing preparation against freshets. The an- 
nual subsidy granted for the purpose is 
Tis. 80,000, but last year only Tls. 10,000, 
and the year before that only Tls. 40,000 
were supplied by the officer charged with 
making the payment. The Memorialist 
proposed to draw Tls. 60,000 from the pro- 
vincial treasury to defray the cost of the 
work that is now going on, and he will claim 
later on the payment of the balance of Ts. 
20,000. 
NORTHERN HUAI SALT PRODUCTION. 

April 10th.—The Viceroy at Nanking 
states that the fixed quantity of salt which 
the Northern Huai district is responsible 
for placing in circulation every year is 
296,982 yin. The 1884 assessment was 
all placed on the market on the 14th Janu- 
ary last, and on the following day the 
working of the 1885 assessment was started. 
The trade was conducted under the licence 
system, and a report will be furnished soon 
of the amount of excise and lekin collected 
during the year in question. 

PRICE OF MATERIALS FURNISHED BY TILE 
IMPERIAL MANUFACTORY AT NANKING. 

(2) For some time past there has been a 
dispute going on between the Board of 
Revenue and the Superintendent of the 
Imperial Manufactory at Nanking respect- 
ing the cost of the materials periodi- 
cally furnished to the Court at Peking. 
The Board wished to make a number 
of reductions, and the Superintendent 
having objected, the matter was referred 
to the Viceroy at Nanking, who was asked 
to furnish a report on the subject. The 
latter has now written a Memorial in sup- 
port of the Superintendent’s views. The 
contemplated reductions had reference 
mainly to the wage,of the artisans and 
the charges for some special kinds of dying. 
The Viceroy explains that the workmen 
were originally paid in rice, and that they 
suffered so much from the communtation 
to money payment that they can now barely 
manage to subsist. The extensive enquirics 
which the Viceroy has made have con- 
vinced him that the Superintendent’s 
account of his difficulties is by no means 
exaggerated. The dyeing charges were, it 
is found, reduced sume twenty or thirty 
per cent. a few years ago, aud further re- 
duction is deprecated on account of the 
high price of the materials used in the 
process. 

YELLOW RIVER. PROGRESS OF WORKS AT 

THE GREAT BREACH. 

April 11th.—(1) Li Hung-tsao, Li Ho- 

nien, and Ni Wén-wei present a joint 
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Memorial reporting the progress which has 
been made towards closing the breach at 
Chéng Chou. Shao Shien and P‘an Chiin- 
wén, who are in charge of the repairs at 
either end of the breach, have been strain- 
ing every effort to bring the work to a 
speedy completion. The embankment on 
the west side has been carried a distance 
of 103 chang and 3 feet, and that on the 
east side has attained a length of 45 chang 
and 6 feet. In other words, from six to 
seventenths of the latter is strongly and 
firmly repaired. The depth of the water 
at the east end is from thirteen to 
eighteen Chinese feet and at the west 
end, where a strong current continues 
to flow, the water reaches a depth of 
thirty-two feet. The difticulty regarding 
the supply of millet stalks still continues 
and is likely to be worse in the spring, when 
work in the fields will draw away both men 
and animals and enhance the cost of con- 
veyance, The original estimate of the 
amount that would be required was 20,000 
stacks, and the lowest figure was 13,000. 
The total amount at present in stock is 3,500 
stacks, of which 2,100 stacks are at the 
eastern cmbankment and 1,400 at the wes- 
tern. The supply falls far short of the 
probable requirements and may, it is feared, 
cause the temporary postponement of the 
work.—The Rescript appended to this 
Memorial impresses upon the writers the 
absolute necessity of having the closure 
completed before the spring freshets arrive, 
and authorizes them to adopt any measures 
that may have the effect of economising the 
expenditure of millet stalks without im- 
pairing the stability of the work. 

GINSENG FOR THE USE OF THE PALACE. 

(2) The Military Governor of Hei Lung 
Chiang reports the despatch by a special 
messenger of a further consignment of 
ginseng for the use of the Palace. The 
present instalment consists of eight large 
and fourteen middle-sized roots, weighing 
7.8 ounces, and all of excellent quality. 
The cost is Tls. 1,255.4, which will be 
deducted from the ginseng duty receipts. 
The season for procuring the article is now 
past, and the transmission of further sup- 
plies is postponed until the summer. 

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR OF KIANGSU PRO- 

CEEDS DIRECT TO HIS POST. 

(3) Huang P‘eng-nien, Judge of Shensi, 
who was recently promoted to the post of 
Lieutenant-Governor of Kiangsu, obtained 
sanction to come to Peking for audience 
before proceeding to his new post. Tséng 
Kuo-ch‘iian having, however, represented 
the importance of his taking up the appoint- 





ment at once, Huang P‘éng-nien has been 

directed to go direct overland to Kiangsu 

without visiting Peking. 

A HIGH OFFICER DEPUTED FOR SERVICE AT 
YELLOW RIVER. 

(4) Li Hung-tsao reports the arrival on 
the 8th of February last of Ch‘én Pao-chén, 
Chief Justice of Chekiang, who had been 
transferred at the request of Ch‘éng Fu for 
service in connection with the repairs now 
gving on at the breach in the Yellow River. 

CHARGES AGAINST A GENERAL. 

April 12th.—(1) Wu Kuang-liang, Briga- 
dier-General at Taiwan, was removed from 
office some time ago and ordered to await 
his trial upon a charge of having attempted 
to extort money from Major Liu Ch‘ian, 
an officer serving under his command. An 
investigation of the case was held at Tai- 
wan on the 13th December last by the 
Taotai, T‘ang Ching-sung. The principal 
witnesses examined were. Liu Ch‘ian 
himself and Wu Cho-hsiin, an officer who 
kept the General’s accounts. Liu Ch‘iian’s 
story was that in May last he received a 
letter from the General asking for a loan 
of Tls. 500, and that he pleaded poverty as 
his excuse for not acceding to the request. 
In September, he added, Wu Cho-hsiin 
came to his house and offered him exemp- 
tion from the military inspection which 
was close at hand on condition that he 
obliged him with $400. He indignantly 
refused, and demanded the inspection of 
his troops. On cross-examination the wit- 
ness was reminded that in his petition he 
had put down the last sum as T!s. 400 and 
not $400, and he was asked to account for the 
discrepancy. Being closely pressed on the 
point, he eventually admitted that the 
whole charge was false. Having been ill for 
a long time, and fearing that he would lose 
his post by the military inspection, he 
brought the charge in his despair against 
his commanding officer, and attached to his 
petition a letter respecting a question of 
unsettled accounts between himself and the 
General. Wu Cho-hsiin, a Canton man, 
said that he was accountant to the General 
and had only met Liu Ch‘iian twice in his 
life, once when he received a call from him 
and again when he returned the call. These 
visits were both subsequent to the military 
inspection, and this alone disproved the 
story of attempted extortion. As a matter 
of fact, the inspection duly took place, 
and Liu Ch‘iian was svon afterwards 
removed from office on the ground of 
incompetency. The notice of his removal 
was posted at the General’s office, aud 
having got wind of it, Liu made his charges 
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before he received any official notice on the 
subject. He is dismissed from the service, 
and debarred from ever re-entering it for 
having brought a. false and malicious accus- 
ation against a superior officer. The General 
is exonerated from the graver charges, and 
the letter is interpreted as having reference 
to certain unsettled questions of account 
not toa loan of money. Still, in not ex- 
pressly stating that he was claiming pay- 
ment of a debt, he showed a certain amount 
of carelessness for which he is to be handed 
over to the Board for the award of a fitting 
penalty. Wu Cho-hsiin is held to have 
been guilty of great impropriety in forming 
visiting relations with Liu Ch ‘ian instead of 
attending to his proper duties as accountant, 
He is to be deported from Formosa and 
sent back to his native place. 


BLUNDER AT AN EXECUTION. 


April 13.—In the autumn of 1886 there 
was a criminal in the district gaol of Liu 
Chang in Honan under sentence of death by 
strangulation. In Honan the executioners 
are generally chosen from the garrison 
troops in the neighbourhood. One of these, 
named Sun Chia, was deputed to execute 
the sentence in the present instance. The 
rope, post, and other accessories were duly 
arranged, and the commanding officer of the 
garrison, Lieutenant Wang, was requested 
by the Magistrate to accompany him on a 
fixed day to witness the proceedings. The 
executioner, by way of nerving himself for 
the event, went into a shop on the way 
and got thoroughly drunk. The cri- 
minal was escorted by two policemen. 
The Lieutenant rode behind, and the Ma- 
gistrate, who went in a chair, was delayed 
by the pressure in the streets arising from 
the celebration of a local festival. Arrived 
at the scene, the executioner, who was 
quite stupefied with the wine, forgot that 
the prisoner was to be strangled and pro- 
ceeded instead to decapitate him. The 
Lieutenant and the policemen shouted out 
to prevent him, but the act was over before 
they could do anything. When the Magis- 
trate came, he inquired into the matter and 
forwarded a report to his superiors, in 
which, acting upon what he was told, he 
charged the Lieutenant with having ordered 
the decapitation of the condemned man. 
A subsequent investigation showed that 
this information was incorrect and disclosed 
the particulars as given above. The execu- 
tioner, Sun Chia, has been dismissed from 
the army, and given 100 blows for failure 
to carry out the duty with which he was 
charged. The two policemen who were 
in charge of the prisoner received eighty 
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blows each for allowing the act to take 
place. The man who arranged the rope, 
stake, etc., did his part well enough, 
and no fault is found with him. The 
Lieutenant and the Magistrate are both 
held as having acted with great carelessness. 
—The Imperial Decree ordering the in- 
vestigation characterised the whole proceed- 
ings as a ‘‘ stupid piece of reckless and un- 
pardonable bungling,” aud the Governor 
cannot look upon it in a more favourable 
light. Though both officers are truly peni- 
tent and deeply ashained of their conduct, 
it is considered that nothing short of per- 
manent dismissal from the service would 
sufficiently mark the gravity of their offence. 
The Magistrate had already been cashiered, 
and the same sentence has now been passed 
upon the Lieutenant by the Rescript ap- 
pended to this Memorial. 


REMEDY FOR THE EXCHANGE DIFFICULTY 
IN HONAN. 


The supply of cash in Honan has, the 
Governor states, always been rather small, 
and has during the past few months become 
totally insufficient to meet the large demand 
caused by the expenditure connected with 
the relief of distress and the repair of the 
breach at Chéng Chou. The crisis has been 
aggravated by speculation, and silver has 
steadily faMlen as cash have risen in value. 
Not only has the livelihood of the people 
been seriously affected, but the money 
forwarded by the government has been 
much diminished by the loss in exchange. 
The Memorialist and his executive have 
given much attention to the question, 
and have resorted to a method of equalising 
the exchange which was adopted in Peking 
during the reigns of K‘ien Lung and Hsien 
Féng. In December last they established 
Government exchange offices with a capital 
of Tls.100,000, which were to be maintained 
as long as the works at the breach were 
going on, and were to be withdrawn in- 
mediately the closure was effected. During 
the few months the system has been in 
operation, it has given much satisfaction to 
all classes of the community, and has had 
the effect of removing the depreciation of 
the cash coinage and giving it free cir- 
culation as a medium of exchange. 
undertaking, though official in its nature, 
has been managed on strict commercial prin- 
ciples and has been the means of averting 
the ruinous loss that the exchange entailed 
upon the Government expenditure. 


TAELS FIVE THOUSAND CONTRIBUTED TO 
RIVER WORKS. 


April 14th.—(1) An officer of the Im- 
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named Té-sheng, was dismissed from the 
public service nine years ago for some fault 
not mentioned. He was afterwards given 
an appointment as second class secretary 
in reward for a gift made by him of a num- 
ber of rifles to the ‘‘Peking Field Force.” 
He has now contributed a sum of Ts. 5,000 
towards the cost of repairing a breach in 
the embankment of the Yung-ting River, 
a work of very great importance, for which 
there was difficulty in finding funds. He 
disclaims all desire for any reward ; but the 
Viceroy Li thinks this act of generosity 
should be brought to the notice of the Em- 
peror, more especially as the officer in 
question has already been restored to an 
official position.—Referred to the Board. 


FUNDS RAISED FOR RIVER WORKS. 


(2) Last October, funds being required 
for embankment repairs and relief distribu- 
tion in consequence of the Yellow River 
disaster, the Viceroy Li Hung-chang was 
desired by the Board of Revenue to adopt 
the following plan for raising money. He 
was required first to reduce the number of 
army camp-followers ; secondly, to collect 
contributions from the salt merchants; and 
thirdly, to make all pawnbrokers and bank- 
ers pay down in advance the annual fees 
which would be due from them during the 
next twenty years. He has dealt with the 
other items in separate Memorials, and 
he now presents a report concerning 
the pawnbrokers’ annual fees. The two 
metropolitan districts of Ta-hsing and 
Wan-p‘ing will pay their sums direct 
to the Board and therefore no notice is 
taken of them. Also three districts just 
to the west of Peking have not yet sent in 
their returns. For the rest of the province, 
the number of pawnbrokers is 530, and the 
annual licence fee is Tls. 5, or Tis. 100 for 
twenty years, making a total of Tls.53,000. 
Of this sum Tls. 33,000 has already been 
forwarded to the Board, and the remainder 
will shortly follow. It has been found 
necessary to promise that, if any pawn- 
brokers cease to do business within the 
term of twenty years, the immunity from 
the payment of licence fees will extend to 
their successors during the period. Also, 
there are a certain number of shops which 
are in the process of withdrawing from 
business, but which have not yet closed 
their doors, because they are waiting for 
borrowers to redeem their pledges. From 
these the fees have not been exacted.— 
Approved by Rescript, 

SELECTION OF SUCCESSOR TO GRAND LAMA. 

(3) Some time since the Su-lo Nomenhan 


perial Household, an Expectant Taotai | in Ulterior Tibet announced to Wen-shuo, 
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the Chinese Resident at Lassa, that he had 
found three young boys of remarkable in- 
telligence and strangeness, one of whom 
must be the re-embodiment of the Panshen 
Erdeni Lama. Upon this the Resident 
sent a report to the Emperor at Peking, 
requesting that he would permit the cere- 
mony of selecting one of these three children 
to be performed. By the time that the Em- 
peror’s permission reached Lassa the Su-lo 
Nomenhan hadalready arrived there with the 
threechildren. A lucky day waschosen bythe 
Resident for the ceremony, namely, the 
15th of the first month (26th February). 
The golden vase in which the lots are cast 
was brought and placed before the image 
of the Emperor. Prayers were chanted by 
the Lamas, and the children were con- 
ducted into the presence of the Resident and 
the Tibetan authorities, in order that their 
intelligence and difference from other per- 
sons might be tested. The Resident now 
presents a Memorial giving an account of 
these proceedings, and states that as soon 
as the lots have been cast and the selection 
is made, he will send a report of the result. 

[Norz.—The Panshen Erdeni Lama is 
the Lama of Teshilumbo, one of the two 
supreme pontifts of Tibet. ] 

RETIREMENT OF T‘AN CHUNG-LIN. 

April 15th.—(1) A Decree was published 
recently permitting the Governor-General 
T‘an Chung-lin to retire from the public 
service. The Gazette of this day contains 
the Memorial asking leave to resign, on 
which the Decree in question was based. 
Tan Chung-lin became blind in one eye 
some time ago, and was given several short 
periods of leave in consequence ; but neither 
rest from work nor the remedies sent to 
him from the Imperial Palace have proved 
of any avail, and he has now lost the sight 
of both his eyes from the disease called 
glaucoma. In asking that a successor may 
be sent to relieve him he is able to report 
that tranquillity prevails in the provinces 
under his jurisdiction.—Decree issued pre- 
viously. 

MONGOL TROOPS IN 1880. 

(2) Tukar, the Vice-warden of the Marches 
at Uliasutai, reports that in 1880, in accor- 
dance with instructions from Peking, he 
raised a force of over 2,000 men from among 
the Sain-noin Tribe of the Khalka Mongols. 
In the spring of the following year they 
were disbanded with a gratuity of one 
month’s pay to each man. A sum of Tls. 
7,000 per month was allowed by the Board 
for the maintenance of the force, and the 
total expenditure incurred came to Ts. 
88,000. Of this amount, when the accounts 
were sent in, a few thousand taels were 
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disallowed, and correspondence on the 
subject has been going on ever since. At 
the Memorialist’s request the remaining ba- 
lance is now allowed to be wiped off. 


SILVER AND LEAD MINES NEAR JEHO. 


(3) In the years 1853 and 1861 permis- 
sion was given to work silver mines at two 
places near Jeho, called T-u-ts‘ao-tzi and 
Pien-shan-hsien. A royalty was charged 
by the government and paid monthly to 
the public account. As the mines did not 
prove very rich the amount of the royalty 
was afterwards reduced, and finally two 
years ago the lessee, Li Wen-yao, went off 
home, nominally to raise more money, and 
never came back again. After this the 
Viceroy Li Hung-chang sent a Taotai 
named Chu Ch‘i-chao to examine the mines 
with the assistance of a foreign expert. The 
Taotai reported that the mines contained 
little silver but a great deal of lead, and the 
losses incurred had been owing to the impos- 
sibility of extracting the lead by native me- 
thods. It could, however, be separated by 
the use of foreign methods, and would do 
well for the manufacture of rifle bullets, and 
for mixing with copper and making cash. 
There was a great depth of water, as much 
as 100 feet, in the mines. It was pro- 
posed to pump this out with machinery bor- 
rowed from the P‘ing-ch‘iian Mine, which 
is not for away. When this had been accom- 
plished a thorough inspection would be 
made and arrangements completed for work- 
ing the mines, which would be carried on 
according to native methods. The Taotai 
Chu Ch‘i-chao will be responsible for the 
pay of the government officer in charge of 
the mines as well as for the royalty both in 
the future, and also in the past from the 
time when the late lessee ceased to be 
responsible. The same Memurialist (the 
Military Governor at Jeho), further states 
that coal and iron being required for work- 
ing the above-mentioned silver and lead 
mines, the Taotai Chu Ch‘4-chao had, under 
the Viceroy Li’s orders, examined the mines 
in the vicinity to see if any of them pro- 
duced coal or iron of suitable kinds. The 
Taotai had pitched on two mines, the one 
at Hsing-lung Shan close to Jeho, the other 
at Yii-shu Kou. But the Memorialist found 
that the first mentioned place was so situat- 
ed that mining there would affect the féng- 
shui of the Eastern Imperial Tombs, and 
therefore could not be permitted. There 
were no such consequences to be dreaded 
with regard to the coal mine at Yii-shu Kou; 
but it was reported to the Memorialist that 
this latter place was a very out-of-the-way 
and solitary spot, where bad characters 
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would be likely to congregate to the 
injury of the surrounding country. ‘In 
view, however, of the necessity of obtaining 
coal for working the mines he felt indispos- 
ed to give weight to this objection. On 
the other hand, again, this locality was not 
one of those where permission was given to 
open mines in the year 1829, and therefore 
he felt it his duty to refer the matter to the 
Throne.—This latter point is referred by 
Rescript to the Board concerned, the main 
portion of the report being approved. 


ENDOWMENT OF COLLEGE AT KIANGYIN. 


April 16th.—According to a Memorial 
from the Governor of Kiangsu there is 
a strip of foreshore in Ch‘uan-sha ‘ing, 
the district near Wusung and opposite to 
Pao-shan. This strip, which was estimatde 
to measure 40,050 mu, was rented in equal 
portions to two families named Yii and Yao. 
The Yao family recently offered of their own 
free will to give up their half to a literary 
college at Kiang-yin, which would thus have 
an annual income from the profits of the 
land ; and the Yii family surrendered their 
portion on repayment of the sum of Tls. 
6,088, which had been deposited by them 
with the Government when they became 
lessees of the ground, the refund now being 
made from the money raised by the Literary 
Chancellor of the province. A new measure- 
ment was made of the land in the dry wea- 
ther last autumn. Its area was then found 
to have increased to a little more than 
50,000 mu, of which 18,231 mw were reed 
beds, 8,766 mu grass land, and 23,756 mu 
bare ground, and 1,299 mw tidal channels. 
Adjoining it there was also an expanse of 
mud bank more than 10,000 mw in extent, 
not firm enough to set the foot on. 


TREATMENT OF A DEBTOR TO THE 
GOVERNMENT. 


April 17th.—(1) There was formerly a 
bank in the town of Shan-hua Hsien in 
Hunan. In 1872 the bank failed and closed 
its doors. Among the debts which it left 
unpaid was one of Tls. 10,150 due to the 
Government for leki and other moneys 
deposited with it. The banker, who held 
the rank of a District Magistrate, was 
stripped of his honours, and proceedings 
were taken against him for the recovery of 
the debt. By selling his property he was 
enabled to repay in instalments as much as 
‘Us. 7,882, leaving a balance of Ts. 2,268. 
On account of this deficit he was condemned 
to decapitation under the law which awards 
that punishment to persons guilty of making 
away with government moneys entrusted 
to their charge tu the amount of Tls. 1,000 
ormore. He was afterwards recommended 
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for a pardon on account of the general 
amnesty published in 1875 at the beginning 
of the present Emperor’s reign. The Board 
of Punishments, however, decided that his 
case should be left pending till the expiry 
of the limit given for the repayment of the 
money, namely the month of August, 1885. 
He accordingly remained in prison till that 
date, after which, as is now reported by the 
Governor of Hunan, he was brought out 
and subjected to a severe re-examination 
by the local authorities. He declared that 
his failure had been caused by his lending 
money to persons who defrauded him, so 
that he was unable to meet his engagements. 
He had sold all his property in order to 
repay as far as possible his debt to the 
government, and was now left utterly 
destitute. He had not a farthing where- 
with to make good the remainder. His 
neighbours and kinsfolk were also summon- 
ed into court. When questioned they 
declared positively that he had no money 
concealed or stored away, and they gave 
their bonds to that effect. The Governor 
reviews the above statement, calling atten- 
tion to the fact that the bankruptcy of the 
debtor was owing to the failure of others to 
pay back money they had borrowed from 
him, and his offence therefore is less grave 
than that of those who embezzle money for 
their own benetit. Under these circum- 
stances it is suggested that the debtor be 
allowed the benetit of the amnesty alluded 
to above, and be pardoned and forgiven his 
debt.—Referred by Rescript to the Board. 


HUNAN. INCREASE OF lekin RECEIPTS. 


(2) The Governor of Hunan asks that 
rewards may be bestowed on some of the 
ofticers engaged in the collection of lekin 
in his province, as the receipts under that 
head have shown a steady increase of late 
years. During the five years 1882 to 1886 
the total amount collected has exceeded 
that of the five preceding years by as much 
as Tls. 460,000, and there is a further 
growth in the first three quarters of 1887.— 
Granted by Rescript. 

TEMPLE IN MEMORY OF TSO TSUNG-T‘ANG. 


April 18th.—(1) The Viceroy at Canton 


| forwards a petition from certain gentry of 


Chia-ying Chou in Kuangtung, praying 
that they may be allowed to erect a temple 
in memory of of the late Tso Tsung-t‘ang. 
According to their statement, in 1865 a 
arge army of Taiping rebels, commanded by. 
the so-called K’ang Wang, passed from 
Kiangsi into Kuangtung and attacked and 
captured Chia-ying Chou. Tso Tsung-t‘ang 
was entrusted with the supreme command 
of the amnies of the three provinces of 





Kiangsi, Fukien, and Canton, numbering 
more than one hundred thousand men. 
Being ‘afraid that a direct attack on one 
side would only drive the rebels away, he 
determined to enclose them in a circle, and 
with that object ordered the three Imperial 
armies to advance slowly from different 
sides. ‘The rebel chief, at the head of a large 
body of desperate men, made a determined 
attempt tea break through the line on the 
south-east, but the Kiangsi and Fukien 
troops closed upon him. The rebels were 
unable to force the passage, and the chief 
himself was killed in the action. Two new 
leaders were chosen in his place, and a 
desperate resistance was maintained. The 
Imperialists were now joined by a fresh 
army under the late General Pao Ch‘ao, 
who marched against the rebels from the 
west and defeated them in several engage- 
ments. The Canton and Fukien troops by 
Tso’s orders pressed inwards at the same 
time, and the rebels were caught in a trap 
from which there was no escape. Thirty 
thousand of them were killed, and the sub- 
mission of as many more was accepted. 
Thus the town of Chia-ying Chou was reco- 
vered.—Granted by Rescript. 


NEW TARTAR GENERAL AT NING-HIA. 


(2) Chung-t‘ai is appointed Tartar General 
at’ Ning-hia in the place of Wei-ch‘ing 
deceased. The customary honours of his 
rank are bestowed on the late General, any 
penalties incurred by him are remitted, a 
gratuity of Tls. 2,000 is bestowed, his body 
will be sent home at the public expense, 
and a list of his sons and grandsons is 
ordered to be furnished to the Einperor. 


CLEARING THE CHANNEL OF A RIVER. 


April 19th.—(1) A Memorial presented 
by the Viceroy at Canton gives an interest- 
ing account of the clearing out of aZriver 
channel in Kuangsi. The river Fu which 
runs down from Kuei-lin to Wu-chou Fu 
has always been most difficult and dan- 
gerous to navigate on account of the nu- 
merous rapids to be encountered. As 
long ago as the reign of the Emperor Wan 
Li of the Ming Dynasty, as well as in more 
recent times, attempts have been made to 
cut away the rocks, but they have not been 
entirely successful. The Memorialist him- 
self was well aware of the character of 
the rapids and the dilapidated condition of 
the tow paths ; and the year before last 
he set apart a sum of money from the public 
funds, to which was added a further amount 
contributed from private sources. With 
this money, first of all repairs were made 
to the road across the mountains between 
P‘ing-lo and Shao-p‘ing (two towns on the 
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lower course of the river), and then, as the 
whole sum was not expended, the tow path 
was put to rights from P‘ing-lo to Kuei-lin, 
and the rocks in five of the worst rapids 
were cut away to some extent. But as 
ordinary tools could only be used success- 
fully above the surface of the water and 
could not be employed beneath the whirl- 
pools and eddies, last spring the Memo- 
rialist sent a fresh party provided with 
foreign machinery and blasting powder, 
and electric apparatus for firing the same. 
When the workers were obliged to cease 
temporarily from their labours on account of 
the arrival of the summer floods, they had 
blasted away right to their base the most 
dangerous rocks in as many as fourteen 
rapids. After the sunimer, when the water 
sank to its lowest point during the autumn 
and winter, any additional blasting required 
was done over again to the same rapids, 
and twenty-one others were treated in a 
similar manner. The work has been exe- 
cuted so thoroughly that nothing further 
remains to be done. Exclusive of the 
foreign machinery, blasting powder, and 
electrical apparatus, the cost has only come 
to something over Tls. 4,000, which has 
been paid by the Memorialist’s orders from 
the spare funds of the Board for the 
Restoration of Order 


REMITTANCES FROM CANTON. 


(2) The high authorities at Canton report 
the remittance to Peking of the sum of 
Tls. 178,300, being the fourth instalment 
for the past year. Of this amount Tls. 
36,000 is on account of the increase of pay 
of officials at the capital for the year 1886 ; 
Tls. 32,500 is for the defence of the North- 
east Frontier for the year 1882-1883 ; Ts. 
31,200 is for the Steward’s Department in 
the Palace, for Rice Boats ; Tls. 78,000 for 
the Treasury of the Privy Purse ; and Tls. 
600 for cost of freight. Bills of exchange 
have been given for these amounts by a 
Shansi bank, and an officer has been sent 
in charge of them by steamer to Tientsin. 


HONOURS TO A FAMILY IN KANSU. 


(3) The Governor-General for Kansu 
requests that the Emperor will be pleased 
to bestow some marks of honour on a 
family named Yen, belonging to the sub- 
prefecture of Chowyuan. Early in the 
year 1863 the town of Chou-yuan was cap- 
tured by the Mohammedan rebels. All 
the members of the Yen family, forty-nine 
in number, met their death at the time, 
either sword in hand, leading the train- 
bands against the foe, or cursing the rebels 
and refusing to bow the knee to them. 
The Memorialist thinks that the loyalty 
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thus displayed is worthy of some recogni- 
tion, and hopes that the Emperor will 
permit the honours customary in such 
cases to be bestowed, in order to console 
the spirits of the dead.—Granted by Re- 
script. 
AN APPEAL TO THE THRONE FROM SZECHUEN. 
April 20th.—Some time ago the Em- 
pos chair was stopped in the streets of 
eking and a petition presented by a 
countryman from Szechuen. The case was 
referred to the Viceroy of the province, 
who now reports the result of tha investiga- 
tion that he has made. In 1876 the ap- 
pellant leased a piece of land from a cousin 
who was going away to Yiinnan on business. 
In the beginning of 1886 the cousin re- 
turned home and sold the land in question 
to another but more distant cousin named 
Su Yung-ch'iian. The appellant protested 
against this proceeding, and said that he, 
as the actual tenant, ought to have had 
the first offer. Finding his wishes disre- 
garded, he proceeded to cut down the 
trees onthe land with the express object 
of causing a quarrel. A brawl ensued, and 
the case was brought into court. The pro- 
ceedings were terminated by an ofter from 
the owner of the land to cancel the previous 
sale and let the appellant have the ground 
instead. The appellant paid into court two 
notes of hand, one for a sum in silver and 
the other for a number of strings of cash. 
But the Magistrate decided that these were 
not the equivalent of the sum fixed for the 
price of the land, and further that the ex- 
penses for registration and for agent’s fee to 
which the first purchaser had been put must 
also be made good. The appellant, being 
unable to produce more money his notes 
were handed back to him and the land was 
formally decreed to be the property of the 
first purchaser. A little while before this 
another affair had occurred. A villager 
had been robbed of: ten bushels of beans. 
and the police went round with him to all 
the houses in the place to search for the 
stolen property. When they came to the 
appellant’s house, the appellant stood in 
the door-way with a drawn sword and re- 
fused to let them enter his premises. He 
was therefore taken before the Magistrate, 
who found him guiltless of the theft, but 
had him flogged for offering violence to 
the police. While his treatment in these 
two affairs was still rankling in his 
breast, a third matter occurred. A rela- 
tion of his, named Su Hung-tsung, was 
stealing vegetables one night in a neigh- 
bour’s garden, when the neighbour came 
out and tried to arrest him. Su Hung- 
taung fled, and in so doing fell over a rock 
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and was killed. An inquest was held, and 
the owner of the garden was absolved from 
all blame. But the appellant, thinking he 
saw a chance of revenging himself, pre- 
tended that his relation had been mur- 
dered, and made up a story involving 
the persons against whom he had a spite. 
When the local authorities would not listen 
to him, he went to Peking and laid his 
charge before the Censors, and as they 
declined to take up the case, he presented 
a petition to the Emperor in person. For 
this offence he is sentenced to the ordinary 
penalty of transportation accompanied by 
one hundred blows. 


RE-HEARING OF AN APPEAL CASE FROM 
SZECHUEN. 

April 21st.—Wu Ts‘an-lien and Chéng 
Kuang-yo were two neighbours living in 
Chung Chou in Szechuen who for various 
reasons had been on unfriendly terms for a 
number of years. As far back as 1877 a 
lawsuit. had taken place between them 
respecting a boundary question. Some time 
later Wu Ts‘an-lien and a party of friends 
were smoking foreign opium one night, and 
formed a project of opening an opium shop. 
A relative of Chéng’s, who was local bailiff, 
informed upon them, and they were each 
sentenced by the Magistrate of the district 
to wear the cangue for two months and to 
receive 100 blows in accordance with rules 
which were promulgaded in 1859 for the 
punishment of persons who, to the number 
of five or more, met together to smoke 
foreign opium. Two years ago the district 
in which they lived had a very short 
harvest, and the superintendents of the 
local granaries received permission to issue 
grain at reduced rates. Among the others 
who acted upon this authority was Chéng 
Kuang-yo who placed over 100 piculs of 
grain on the market to supply the wants of 
the people. Wu Ts‘an-lien thought he 
saw in this an opportunity of making mis- 
chief. He and some of his friends spread 
a report that Chéng had appropriated the 
grain to his own use, and affixed a notice 
on the granary forbidding the unauthorised 
issue of any further supplies. A clerk who 
was sent by the Magistrate to investigate 
the case reported strongly against Wu, who 
was deprived of the official button he 
possessed and put in confinement. His wife 
pressed hard for his release and for the 
restoration of his official rank, and failing 
to procure a favourable hearing in the local 
courts, she appealed successively to the 
Chief Justice, the Viceroy, and the Literary 
Chancellor, all of whom referred the case 
back to the Magistrate. She was told by 
the latter that her husband’s case could not 
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be dealt with until the accounts of the sale 
of the grain had been closed. Thinking 
from this that his punishment would be a 
severe one she sent one of her husband’s 
labourers, Li Chi-ch‘iian, with a statement 
of the case to Peking. The facts alleged 
were not sufficiently proved to obtain a 
hearing of the suit at the Censorate or the 
Gendarmerie Office. The petitioner, hear- 
ing that the Empercr was proceeding outside 
the city on a certain day, determined to 
prostrate himself as a suppliant in the im- 
perial presence, and in order to gain accep- 
tance for his petition he got some unknown 
persontowrite outa very exaggerated version 
of the affair. He has now been sentenced 
to 100 blows and banishment to a near 
frontier for his reckless behaviour in pre- 
suwing to obstruct the Imperial eortege. 
According to his own statement he is the 
sole support of an aged father. This | 
requires confirmation, but if it is duly . 
attested by his neighbours, the question of | 
remitting the sentence will be considered. | 
Wu Ts‘an-lien was to receive eighty blows 
for his part in the transaction, but he is to | 
be restored his official robes and button | 
and to be allowed the option of commuting . 
the sentence. | 


ASSUMPTION OF OFFICE BY SUPERINTENDENT 
OF IMPERIAL MANUFACTORY AT SOUCHOW. 

April 22nd.--(1) In reporting his as- 
sumption of office, Wén Lin the newly 
appointed Superintendent of the Iniperial 
Factory at Foochow, gives a brief abstract 
of the accounts as rendered to him by his 
predecessor. During the latter's tenure 
of office the ordinary expenditure amount- 
ed to Tls. 333,695.4.8.2; a sum of Tls. 
53,049.5.4.5 was spent on special orders, | 
and the wages of artisans consumed Tls. | 
6,875.8.4,3; while the reserve fund was | 
drawn upon totheextent of Tls. 30,362.1.9.4. | 
The balance handed to the present writer 
was Tls. 2,425.2.6.8, distribtuee as follows: | 
—Fund for ordinary expendiiure, ‘T's. 
1,850.9.0.9: special order account, Tis. 
198.4.3.3: artisans’ wages, Tls. 372.9.6.6: 
and reserve fund, Tls. 2.9.6. | 


RE-HEARING OF AN APPEAL CASE FROM 
SZECHUEN. 

(2) Chéng Wan-lin and Chang Hsieh- 
yang are brothers-in-law living in 
the Wén-chiang district in Seechuen. In | 
1880 the former sold some property and 
gave the balance of the proceeds, Tls. 300, 
to the latter. Tls. 160 of the amount was 
to be considered as a deposit for a house in 
which Chéng resided, and the-reniainder | 
Chang was to place at interest for the | 
bencfit of his brother-in-law. Chéng, being | 
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subsequently in need of money, obtained 
sundry loans from Chang, of which, as the 
men were on very friendly terms, no written 
account was kept. A couple of years ago 
Chéng moved into another house and 
received back the deposit money of Tis. 
160. Very shortly afterwards, Chéng’s 
son, a young scamp who had never done 
any good, attempted one night to steal a 
pig belongings to his uncle Chang, but was 
caught in the act and killed by Li Lao-san, 
a man servant on the premises. The de- 
ceased’s father was duly informed of the 
fact, and a regular inquiry was held, which 
resulted in Li Lao-san’s being sentenced to 
receive 100 blows and three years’ banish- 
Annoyed by the death of his son 
and the slight sentence that had been passed 
upon the murder, Chéng claimed repayment 
of the money he had lent his brother-in-law. 
The latter was willing to pay on the under- 
standing that a reduction was tu be made 
for the loans which Chéng had: subsequently 
received. Chéng refused, took the case into 
court, and obtained a decree in his favour. 
Tls. 40 were paid, but frequent demands 
failed to obtain more from Chang. Chéng 
was so stung by his son’s death and the loss 
of his money that he determined to carry 
the case on appeal to Peking. Being him- 
self a cripple he could not undertake the 
journey, so he sent his brother Chéng Wan- 
k‘un to act as his proxy. The latter, hav- 
ing failed to obtain a hearing at the Cen- 
sorate, found an opportunity of appealing 
to the Emperor in person. For this piece 
of presumption he was sentenced by the 
Board of Punishments to 100 blows and 
banishment to a near frontier, and this 
sentence has now been confirmed by the 
Chéng Wan-lin him- 
self pleaded guilty immediately he appeared 
in court, and considering his bodily de- 
formity, and the fact that he was influenced 
by a father’s feeling for a lost son, the 
punishment to which he rendered himself 
liable has been remitted. He is further to 
receive back the Tls. 100 Chang owes him, 
no account being taken of the various loans 


; of which no documentary evidence exists. 


AN OFFICER CONDEMNED TO DEATH FOR THE 
MANUFACTURE AND SALE OF FALSE DE- 
CORATIONS AND CREDENTIALS. 


April 23rd.—(1) Pao Ch‘ao-shou was a 
relative of the celebrated General Pao 
Ch‘ao, under whom he took service in the 
early part of the reign of Hsien Féng, 
when Pao Ch‘ao was Commander-in-Chief 
in Chékiang. By hard work and good 
service in the field he gradually made his 
way up to the position of Colonel, with the 


Apr. 23.] 


59 





brevet rank of Brigadier-General. In 1869 
he went home for a time to his native 
place in Szechuen, and while there made 
use of his military position to commit 
some excesses for which, at the instance 
of Pao Ch‘ao, he was dismissed from 
the army. In 1884, when Pao Ch‘ao was 
appointed joint Military Commissioner to 
conduct the campaign in Yiinnan, Pao 
Ch‘ao-shou applied for a post under his 
command. He received the command of 
the General’s own troops, but was shortly 
afterwards removed from it at the instiga- 
tion of Ho Ying-chung, who was then a 
Taotai in charge of the Military Secretariat, 
but who has since been degraded. On his 
return home Pao Ch‘ao-shou found himself 
without any means of livelihood and he hit 
upon the idea of turning to advantage the 
knowledge he had gained in the army by 
manfacturing false credentials, certificates, 
commissions, and similar documents. He 
had a number of such papers in his 
possession which he had obtained dur- 
ing his period of active service, which 
bore the various seals and titles used 
by Pao Ch‘ao as Commander-in-Chief in 
Hunan, Chékiang, Kiangsu, and as special 
Military Commissioner in Yiinnan. He 
cut out the impressions of the seals and had 
them carefully reproduced by an engraver 
named Hsiao Shou-wén, whom he employed 
to work in his house for 200 cash a day. 
He then secretly procured a sunply of paper, 
ink, and colouring materials, and setting to 
work turned out in great quantities creden- 
tials, commissions, certificates, and recom- 
mendations of various kinds, with official 
despatches and envelopes to forward them 
in. Fearing detection if he placed them in 
circulation in the provincial capital, he 
gave a number of them to a friend, Hsii 
Ch‘ang-hsien, to dispose of elsewhere. Hsii 
sold a few and sent Pao Ch‘ao-shou Ts. 20 
of the proceeds, after which he disap- 
peared and has not since been heard of. 
On the Ist of August, 1886, General Pao 
died, and shortly afterwards Pao Ch‘ao- 
shou met one of his clerks. In conver- 
sation reference was made to a draft the 
clerk had in his possession of a Memorial 
drawn up by the Military Secretary, Ho 
Ying-chung, reporting the expenditure of 
the army. Pao Ch‘ao-shou asked to see 
it, and noticed that the figures did not 
correspond with those given in the de- 
spatch to the Board on the subject. 
He suspected some malversation, and 
thought he saw his opportunity of paying off 
the grudge he owed the deceased General 
and his secretary for his dismissal from his 
command. He accordingly forged a de- 
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spatch to the Board in the name of Pao 
Ch‘ao, stating correctly the amount of the 
expenditure, reporting the secretary for 
having appropriated the sum that was 
missing, and adding that it would be made 
good by his own son, Pao Tsu-ling. This. 
despatch was dated the 29th July, 1886, 
two days before the General’s death, 
though it was actually written in October. 
It was sent by the government post and 
reached t:-e Board on the 11th December. 
The General’s testamentary memorial had 
previously been received, aud the late arrival 
of the present despatch having excited 
suspicion, the two documents were com- 
pared and found to be the work of different 
hands. A Decree was at once issued order- 
ing an inquiry into the affair. Ho Ying- 
chung had before this handed the Viceroy 
a memorandum giving a detailed account 
of Pao Ch‘ao’s expenditure, from which it 
appeared that a sum of Tls. 190,000 had 
been used. Pav Tsu-ling, the General’s 
son, undertook to make good Tls. 100,000 
of the amount, and filed certain offsets 
against the remainder which he begged 
to be exempted from paying. One result 
of the investigation was that Ho Ying- 
chung was cashiered. In the meantime, 
the Magistrate of the Féng Chieh district 
in Szechuen got wind of the doings of 
Pao Ch‘ao-shou and had him arrested. 
All the manufactured emblems and docu- 


| ments described above were discovered in 


his house, and his guilt was fully established. 
The punishment for forging official seals is 
decapitation. The mere manufacture of 
them, without cognisance of their intended 
use or participation in the profits of the 
transaction, is a minor offence. The pre- 
sent case is a very grave one, as the 
characters for ‘‘ Imperial Decree” occur- 
red more than once in the forged instru- 
ments, and the seals nearly all contained 
the words ‘‘ Imperial Commissioner.” Pao 
Ch‘ao-shou has accordingly been con- 
demned to suffer the full penalty of 
decapitation. The engraver who merely got 
wages for his work and had no knowledge 
of the designs of his employer is to receive 
100 blows and to be banished for a term of 
three years. sti Ch‘ang-hsien, who dis- 
posed of the articles, and the clerk who 
disclosed ofticial information, are still at 
large, and when arrested will be separately 
dealt with. 


APPOINTMENTS. 

(2) Ch‘ang Shan is gazetted Tartar- 
General at Hangchow in succession to 
Ku-ni-yin-pu, who has been obliged by 
ill-health to retire from the public service, 
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and Ch‘ung Kuang, who was formerly 
Hoppo at Canton, becomes Deputy Lieu- 
tenant-General of the Bordered Red Banner. 
TERRIBLE CLAN FIGHT IN HUNAN. 

April 24th.—The Prefecture of Yung- 
chow in Hunan has the unenviable reputa- 
tion of having in recent years been the 
scene of some of the worst clan feuds in 
the Empire. In 1874, when Wang Wén- 
shao ruled the province, of which he has 
again been appointed Governor, one of 
these fights occurred in which over twenty 
people were killed. The survivors were 
dealt with in a very summary fashion, and 
for some time the quarrelsome disposition 
of the people was kept under control. 
Lately, however, two serious feuds, in- 
volving the lives of nineteen persons, dis- 
graced the annals of the same district, and 
now another one has occurred and resulted 
in the loss of twenty-seven lives. Its 
origin was as follows: Two powerful clans 
of the respective surnames of Hu and Hsieh 
live in the Hsin-t‘ien district. The Hsieh 
family occupied a place called Hsia T‘ang- 
wo, and the Hu people possessed the two 
villages of Ch‘ang-ch‘ung and Tung-hsin. 
In numbers and influence they were closely 
matched. Not far from Hsia T‘ang-wo 
there was a hill known by the name of 
Shih Pi-chai which had formerly belonged 
to a family called Ch'in. This family had 
died out, and the two clans of Hsieh and 
Hu had divided the hill between them. 
Each wanted to oust the other, and per- 
petual struggle was maintained as to who 
should have sole enjoyment of the property. 
One day, nearly three years ago, the 
Hsieh clan cut down all the trees on the 
portion of the hill that was occupied by 
the Hus. This act was followed by an- 
other for which there was still less justi- 
fication. Bordering upon Shih Pi-chai was 
a fir-tree forest belonging to the Hus 
which the Hsiehs completely demolished. 
The Hus applied for redress, and the case 
was arbitrated by a number of local mag- 
nates of a neighbouring district. By their 
decision the Shih Pi-chai hill and trees that 
had been felled were to be bought as public 
property, and the possession of the fir- 
tree forest was to revert to the Hu clan. 
Both sides accepted this award, the only 
dissentient being Hsieh Chih-ch‘iian who 
firmly held out against it. By his instigation 
an attack upon the Hus was organised. One 
day, when the latter were removing the 
felled trees from the wood, the whole Hsieh 
clan, numbering thirty-six able-bodied men 
and well armed, marched to the village of 
Tung-hsin and heralded their approach with 
shouts for vengeance. The Hus, hearirg 
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the noise, rushed home, hastily armed them- 
selves, and prepared to defend their homes. 
Firing was at once commenced on both sides, 
but the Hus, being out-numbered, found 
themselves unable to maintain their ground, 
and were obliged to sound a retreat to their 
other village of Ch‘ang-ch‘ung. Hsieh 
Chih-ch‘iian, who commanded his clan from 
an elevated position, shouted out to his 
men to hem in the enemy and cut off their 
retreat. The Hus were accordingly sur- 
rounded in a field where they had tu stand 
the heavy fire of their opponents. The 
result of the fight was that three of the 
Hsiehs and twenty-four of the Hus were 
killed, while a number were wounded on 
Hsieh Chih-ch‘iian was con- 
demned to immediate decapitation and 
fourteen of the remainder of the comba- 
tants, including one member of the Hu clan 
who fired the first shot, were sentenced 
to decapitation after the usual term of 
incarceration. In view, however, of the 
frequency and violence of such conflicts, 
the Governor has asked permission to 
behead the whole of them without delay, 
and has asked that the present case 
may be considered as a precedent for deal- 
ing with any similar ones that may occur in 
the future. Several members of the re- 
spective clans who took no active part in 
the fray are to receive 100 blows, and the 
elders of both families are to have eighty 
blows for their failure to keep their people 
under proper restraint. 


TRIBUTE MISSION FROM DALAI LAMA OF TIBET, 


April 25th.—The Viceroy of Szechuen 
reports that on the 12th of December last 
there arrived at Ch‘éng-tu Fu the Abbot, 
Chia-mu-yang-cha-hsi, who had been sent 
by the Dalai Lama with articles of tribute 
for the Emperor of China. The Viceroy 
had been previously apprised of the depar- 
ture of the mission and had despatched 
officers to meet them and escort them on 
their way. The packages containing the 
articles of tribute and the baggage of the 
mission were inspected and found to be 
550 in number, weighing 31,345 catties, 
which corresponded with the advices 
previously sent to the memorialist from 
Tibet. The parcels containing the articles 
of tribute were then carefully strapped 
up and labelled and a stamped pass was 
made out ; after which the mission started 
from Ch‘éng-tu under the charge of an 
officer on the 5th of February. This officer 
would conduct the party as far as Ning- 
chiang Chou in Shensi, where the Governor 
of the latter province would take charge of 
them. The local authorities along the 
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route had been ordered to furnish escorts 
and supplies as required.—Rescript: Let 
the office concerned be duly informed.. 

MEMORIAL TEMPLE TO DECEASED TAOTAI. 

April 26th.—Kuo P‘ei-lin was Taotai of 
the Huai Yang Circuit in the reign of Hsien 
Féng, and having got into some trouble 
was degraded. He subsequently took ser- 
vice against the rebels in Anhui, and his 
gallant defence of the city of Ting-yuan has 
kept his memory fresh in the hearts of the 
people. The city was invested by the com- 
bined forces of the Nienfei and the Tai- 
pings, and at the same time a plague 
carried off a large number of the popula- 
tion. Kuo P‘ei-lin fed the people out 
of his own private purse, and aided by the 
Magistrate, Chou P‘ei-lien, he held the 
place firmly against the besiegers. For 
nine days and nights he never got a wink 
of sleep, and when the walls of the city 
were blown up by the rebels, he inscribed 
on the wall of his room a noble sentiment, 
written with his own blood, for the en- 
couragement of his followers. He was finally 
stabbed and dragged from his horse by a 
band of the enemy. A memorial temple 
has long ago been erected to the Magistrate 
who perished with him, and the whole 
gentry of the district have now submitted 
through the Governor of the province a 
request for permission to confer a similar 
honour on the deceased Taotai. 


YEN CHING-MING’S APPLICATION TO RETIRE 
REFUSED. 

(1) Yen Chin-ming recently made a 
renewed application for permission to retire 
from the public service, and was granted a 
further extension of two months’ leave. He 
thereupon made a fresh appeal and asked 
that the leave should be cancelled and that 
his original application should be granted. 
In a Decree now issued the Emperor re- 
minds the applicant that he is barely seventy 
years of age, and that though he suffers 
from an old complaint which impedes his 
walking, he has always possessed a strong 
constitution. It behoves him, therefore, 
to be mindful of the difficulties of the time 
and to make an effort to requite the Im- 
perial kindness instead of seeking retire- 
ment. He is to take the two months’ leave 
previously granted and to report himself 
for duty as soon as he is sufficiently re- 
covered. 

APPOINTMENT. 

(2) Sung Lin is appointed Grain Inten- 

dant of the province of Yiinnan. 


DEATH OF TARTAR-GENERAL OF NING-HSIA. 


(3) The Deputy Lieutenant-General at 
Ning-hsia reports the death on the 26th 
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March of the Tartar General at the place. 
The deceased officer, Wei Ch‘ing, had 
been ailing for some time past but had 
struggled on nobly in the discharge of his 
high functions. The Memorialist visited 
him shortly before his death and found 
him greatly altered in appearance. The 
doctor said that his constitution had suffered 
from want of care and that his enfeebled 
condition had given an opening for a variety 
of diseases. On the morning of the 26th 
March he summoned the Memorialist to his 
bedside, said that his time here could not 
be long and asked him to take over charge 
of his office. He gave a number of direc- 
tions respecting official matters, but made 
no reference to his private concerns. In 
the evening of the same day he expired in 
presence of his eldest son who was the only 
member of the family living at Ning-hsia. 
YEN CHING-MING’S APPLICATION TO RETIRE 
REFUSED. 

April 27th.—(1) Yen Ching-ming recently 
made a renewed application for permission 
to retire from the public service, and was 
granted a further extension of two months’ 
leave. He thereupon made a fresh appeal 
and asked that the leave should be cancelled 
and that his original application should be 
granted. In a Decree now issued the Em- 
peror reminds the applicant that he is 
barely seventy years of age, and that though 
he suffers from an old complaint which im- 
pedes his walking, he has always possessed 
a strong constitution. It behoves him, 
therefore, to be mindful of the difficulties 
of the time and to make an effort to requite 
the Imperial kindness instead of seeking 
retirement. He is to take the two months’ 
leave previously granted and to report 
himself for duty as soon as he is sufficiently 
recovered. 

APPOINTMENT. 


(2) Sung Lin is appointed Grain Intendant 

of the province of Yiinnan. 
DEATH OF TARTAR-GENERAL OF NING-HSIA. 

(3) The Deputy Lieutenant-General at 
Ning-hsia reports the death on the 26th 
March of the Tartar General at that place. 
The deceased officer, Wei Ch‘ing, had been 
ailing for some time past, but had struggled 
on nobly in the discharge of his high 
functions. The Memorialist visited him 
shortly before his death and found him 
greatly altered in appearance. The doctors 
said that his constitution had suffered from 
want of care, and that his enfeebled con- 
dition had given an opening for a variety 
of diseases. On the morning of the 26th 
March he summoned the Memorialist to his 
bedside, said that his time here could not 





be long, and asked him to take over charge 
of his office. He gave a number of direc- 
tions respecting official matters, but made 
no reference to his private concerns. In 
the evening of the same day he expired in 
the presence of his eldest son, who was the 
only member of the family living at Ning- 
hsia. 
TRIBUTE RICE FROM KIANGSU. 


April 28th.—(1) According to the regula- 
tions now in force the tribute rice for 
Peking from the part of Kiangsu south of 
the Yangtze is all sent by sea, either by 
steamer or by junk, with the exception of 
100,000 piculs, which should be forwarded 
by the Grand Canal, and which, it should 
be noted is destined in the present year 
for the relief of distress in Honan and other 
provinces flooded by the waters from the 
Yellow River. The Governor of Kiangsu 
now reports the despatch of the first fleet 
of junks with 200,000 piculs, of which 
181,000 are tribute proper, and 19,000 
piculs additional] for loss, waste, food of 
junkmen, and such extras. The junks are 
eighty in number, and belong to Tieutsin, 
Shanghai, and Shantung. They had pre- 
viously been thoroughly repaired,an advance 
of money having been made to them for that 
purpose. The freight has been paid to the 
junk-masters, who have given bond for the 
performance of their contract, and receipts 
for the rice on board. The vessels have 
been thoroughly inspected, their armament 
examined, and the names and residences of 
the crews registered. Finally the whole 
fleet has proceeded to Ts‘ung-ming Island 
to wait for a fair wind to send it on its way. 
The Admiral of the Yangtze has been de- 
sired to despatch a certain number of gun- 
boats belonging to the steam-fleet under 
his orders to patrol the sea and render 
assistance or protection to the junks if re- 
quired. The Kiangsu Grain Taotai has 
left his current business to the management 
of the Prefect of Sungkiang, and has pro- 
ceeded to Tientsin, where he will take 
charge of the rice on its arrival and forward 
it by barges to Tungchow. 


BURGLARY IN HUPEI. 

(2) The Governor of Hupei reports the 
punishment of a number of men concerned 
in a burglary in the district of Chi Chou. 
The scheme of the robbery was originated 
by a man named T‘ien Matzti. Both he 
and men whom he induced to join him 
were ‘‘ loafers,” without employment and 
in want of money, but were not professional 
thieves. On the appointed night they set 
out together, a party of twelve, provided 
with swords, bludgeons, cords, and lights. 
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Four of them, however, took fright and 
turned back, while the remainder proceeded 
on their way. On arriving at their destina- 
tion, they found a servant sleeping outside 
the house in a shed near the threshing- 
floor. To prevent his giving the alarm 
they seized and bound him and left a 
guard over him, while the remainder 
of them forced their way into the 
house. The father and the wife of the 
householder, who endeavoured to resist, 
were beaten and injured, and the robbers 
after ransacking the house departed with 
their booty. Six of them were afterwards 
arrested, and one more gave himself up. 
The prisoners having been tried, the 
originator of the crime was convicted of 
having actually effected the burglary and 
having wounded, but not killed, some of 
the members of the household attacked. 
Three others of the party were found to 
have actually taken part in the robbery, 
either entering the house or acting as guard 
outside. They therefore had rendered them- 
selves liable to the same punishment as their 
leader; and all four were immediately execut- 
ed, underthelaw which allowssuch summary 
procedure in serious cases in the province 
of Hupei. The man who surrendered him- 
self was an actual participator in the crime ; 
but, as he had not wounded any one, his 
sentence is reduced, on account of his 
having given himself up, to transportation 
to an unhealthy frontier and flogging of a 
hundred blows. The two remaining pri- 
soners were among those who agreed to 
take part in the crime, but they turned 
back by the way, nor did they receive any 
part of the booty afterwards. They have 
therefore merely been sentenced to the 
punishment of 100 blows each. More than 
half the offenders having thus been brought 
to justice within the prescribed limit of 
time, the Magistrate of the District will 
not be reported for censure.—Referred to 
the Beard of Punishments. 
PEKING CUSTOMS. DEFICIENCY IN RECEIPTS. 
April 29th.—The Commissioners of the 
two Custom-houses at Peking present their 
returns for the year just concluded. The 
receipts are, as usual, much below the 
fixed sum which they are required by law 
to produce. The Commissioner of the 
Eastern or Left Wing Customs, excuses 
himself on the ground of the existence of 
cattle and horse disease in Mongolia, 
and of the floods in the province of 
Chihli, which have prevented the people 
there from raising pigs. Also, there is 
now so much poverty in Peking that 
animals brought to the city do not find a 
ready sale, and the dealers have to be at 
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the expense of keeping them for some time 
before they can find purchasers. Another 
trouble is that the rate at which silver 
exchanges for copper is different in Peking 
from what it is in country districts. The 
deficiency of the Eastern Custom-house is 
Tls. 13,343. At the Western or Right 
Wing Customs the deficiency is Tls. 5,281. 
The causes assigned by the Commissioner are 
the general distress arising from the floods 
throughout the country, the difference in ex- 
change values, and the report of the altera- 
tion intended in the currency of Peking, 
which has had a most depressing effect on 
trade. The sellers of horses and sheep 
have been few, and the buyers even less in 
number.—Decrees in reply issued previ- 
ously. 





YELLOW RIVER. PROGRESS OF AFFAIRS AT 
GREAT BREACH. 


April 30th.—(1) The high authorities in 
charge of the Yellow River Works at 
Chéng Chou present a Memorial giving an 
account of the progress that the have made 
since their last report. They state that the 
water has already begun to rise with the 
advancing season. The end of the eastern 
embankment has been carried into deep 
water, where it meets the full force of the 
stream ; and the process of construction is 
thus rendered very laborious. In addition 
to this, a high wind blew for several days. 
They water was carried sideways against 
the work, in front of which it scooped out 
deep holes. The ninth section which had 
just been constructed suddenly showed 
signs of sinking in, and required the most 
strenuous efforts to render it secure. The 
west embankment had been built as far as 
the twentieth section, which brought it 
into a depth of thirty-three feet, where the 
water swept past with great foree. The 
twenty-first section was no sooner com- 
pleted than it was threatened with destruc- 
tion by a violent storm on the 24th and 
25th of March. But the workmen, stimu- 
lated by the promise of large rewards, 
laboured manfully in the midst of the 
blinding sand and wind, and widened it 
and raised it till it became free from danger. 
After this the weather became calm and 
work was continued as before. Between 
the 21st of March and the 6th of April two 
hundred and sixty-four feet were added 
to the eastern embankment, making a 
total of seven hundred and twenty 
feet. The western embankment was 
advanced four hundred and sixty-seven 
feet, making a total of fifteen hundred 
feet. The Memorialists are aware that as 
the season advances the strength of the 
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river will become gradually greater and 
the execution of their task will grow more 
difficult. But they will urge on the work 
by every means in their power, and they 
will at the same time take care that every- 
thing is done so thoroughly that each step 
in advance will be real and permanent. 
Stringent orders also will be given to the 
officers engaged in furnishing materials to 
procure suflicient supplies without fail. 
The channel for conducting the water from 
the breach, according to the amended plan, 
was ordered to be 25,000 feet long by 600 
feet broad. It was divided into ninety 
sections, and the lower portion from the 
fiftieth section to the end was made 
between the 29th of December and the 
2nd of April. The work has been inspec- 
ted and has been found to be carried 
out thoroughly. There has been no de- 
creasing of the measurements nor piling 
up the earth at the sides to give a false 
appearance of depth. The fifty sections 
nearer the breach will now be dug 
out, as also the connecting cut between the 
channel and the water. This cut will be 
brought to within a hundred feet from the 
water, so that an opening may be made 
when the moment comes.—Rescript: Noted. 


STATE OF HUNG-TSé LAKE. 


(2) During the month of March the water 
in the Hung-tsé Lake has fallen four inches, 
leaving six feet four inches above the mark. 
In the Li River the water has risen eight 
inches. The Grand Canal between Huai-an 
and Yang-chow has fallen more than a foot. 
At Ch‘ing-chiang P‘u there is a rise of four 
inches. The P‘ei-su and T‘ao-yuan Rivers 
have fallen some inches. All the works are 
in good condition and free from danger. 

REMITTANCE FROM HUPEI. 

(3) The subsidy for the Central Govern- 
ment from the Hupei Land Tax has been 
fixed for this year at Tls. 450,000. The 
Governor is now forwarding the first instal- 
ment of Tis. 50,000, which he is sending in 
bullion under the charge of a wei-ywan to 
Peking. 

PIRACY IN ANHUI. 

May 1st.—The Governor of Anhui pre- 
sents a report concerning a serious case of 
piracy which took place two years ago, and 
the victim of which was probably a member 
of an important family. The pirates, 
six in number, were poor fishermen or 
peasants living on the shore of the Ch‘ao 
Lake in Northern Anhui. Meeting together 
one day and complaining of their poverty, 
they were persuaded by one of the party, 
named Chu Hsi-yin, to turn pirates and 
rob the boats passing through the lake. 


Saal 


a ol athe tie ae sore 








The same evening, having provided them- 
selves with arms, they were assembling on 
board their leader’s boat when they were 
observed by two men named Chu Hsien- 
meng and Sun Erh, the latter of whom was 
the elder brother of one of the intending 
pirates. In answer to their enquiries, the 
leader told them what was the plan, and 
asked them to join the party. On their 
refusing, they were compelled to come by 
threats that otherwise they would be killed 
in order to stop their telling tales. About 
midnight the pirates came upon the boat of 
a person named Li Yu-mu, which was an- 
chored in the mouth of a creek. Running 
their craft alongside her they jumped on 
board with their arms in their hands, beating 
and threatening the passengers.and crew in 
order to stop their calling for help. In the 
meantime the two pressed men had seized 
the opportunity to leap into the water and 
escape by swimming. The pirates having 
ransacked the boat retired immediately to 
a quict place, where they divided the booty 
and separated. Two of the party, Chu 
Hsi-yin and Sun Leng-chih, were afraid 
that, if a search were made, the stolen 
property in their possession might be dis- 
covered. Therefore they agreed to take 
their two shares, which consisted together 
of twenty six fifty tael shoes of sycee, place 
them in a basket, and bury them for 
a time in the lake till the affair had 
blown over. Two others of the robbers, 
while going away, came upon one of 
the pressed men that had escaped, and 
gave him five shoes of silver to make him 
hold his peace. The affair was reported 
to the authorities, and the military and 
the police were employed to make search, 
with the result that Sun Leng-chih was 
arrested and the silver he had hidden was 
recovered. Another also of the pirates was 
arrested, as well as the two pressed men, 
Sun Erh and Chu Hsien-meng. One eve- 
ning Sun Leng-chih, after he had been 
locked in for the night, managed to wrench 
off his fetters, break through the prison 
bars and escape. Before the city gates 
were open he crept through a drainage hole 
in the wall and gained the open country. 
He was shaved by a travelling barber, who 
has not been identified, and to whom he 
represented himself as an invalid just risen 
from his sick bed. Begging his way by day 
and sleeping in sheds or deserted temples at 
night, he had made his way to the frontiers 
of the Ho-fei District, when he was recap- 
tured on the fifth day by the police and the 
relatives of the prison warders. As soon 
as his examination was concluded he was 
put to death straightway, such being the 
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law with regard to prisoners who endeavour 
to escape from prison after having com- 
mitted, as he had done, an offence for which 
the punishment is immediate decapitation. 
The other pirate who had been captured 
died in prison, and inquest having shown 
that he had not been ill-treated but his 
death occurred from natural causes, no 
further notice need be taken of him; of the 
two men who were pressed to join the 
piracy, the one who received a share of the 
spoil thereby rendered: himself liable to 
transportation to a near frontier, and a 
sentence to that effect has been passed on 
him. The other would be held guiltless 
were he not the elder brother of one 
of the actual pirates. As he failed to 
keep proper control over a younger mem- 
ber of his family, he has been con- 
demned to receive a flogging of one hun- 
dred blows. The prison warder did not 
connive at the prisoner’s flight, and the 
man was afterwards recovered. He is not 
therefore liable to punishment, but he has 
been dismissed from his post for careles- 
sness. It is requested that a penalty may 
be inflicted on the local authorities in whose 
jurisdiction the piracy was committed, and 
on the authorities of the prison from which 
the criminal escaped. The value of the 
property stelen and not found will be re- 
covered from the persons responsible, and 
made good to the owner. 
APPLICATION BY CHIN-SHUN’S BROTHER. 


May 2nd.—(1) The high authorities of 
Kirin present an application cn behalf of 
Ch‘un-shun, younger brother of the late 
distinguished General Chin-shun. When 
Chin-shun was on his death-bed he entrust- 
ed his brother with the care of his mother 
and his son. Ch‘un-shun, who is an ex- 
pectant Taotai, now applies tobe transferred 
to an appointment at the capital. He states 
that he was constantly in attendance on his 
brother during the thirty years that the 
latter was campaigning abroad, and in con- 
sequence he has not much experience in the 
transaction of civil business. If he could 
be granted a post in Peking, he would have 
greater opportunities of learning official 
work, and moreover he would be able, in 
obedience to his brother’s wishes, to take 
care of his mother, who is nearly eighty 
years of age, and to superintend the studies 
of his nephew. —Referred to the Board. 

REMITTANCE FROM HUPEH. 

(2) The subsidies for the present year 
from the Hupeh salt likin are fixed at Tls- 
100,000 for the Central Government and 
Tis. 50,000 for the Imperial Household. 
The Governor of the Province is now for- 
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warding in bullion a first instalment, con- 
sisting of Tls. 30,000 for the Government 
and Ts. 10,000 for the Household, to which 
sums are added Tls. 330 for bags, cases, 
and petty expenses. 


SUPPRESSION OF DISORDER IN YUNNAN. 

3rd May.—According to a report made 
by the Governor-General and the Go- 
vernor of Yiinnan, last summer a_ body 
of local banditti took possession of a place 
called Mu-ka, which lies in a very wooded 
and mountainous district principally in- 
habited by aboriginal tribes and under 
the jurisdiction of T‘a-lang T‘ing, but on 
the borders of Yuan-chiang and Lin-an and 
also close to the Tongking frontier. The 
banditti, who were commanded by a man 
called Ch‘en Ting-pang, plundered some of 
the neighbouring villages, and repulsed an 
attack made upon them by the local au- 
thorities. The authorities of T‘a-lang and 
Yuan-ch‘ang, therefore, proceeded against 
them, and defeated them in two encounters 
in July and August, several lives being 
lost on both sides, and the chief, Ch‘en 
Ting-pang being forced to flee again to 
Li-fang in Tongking whence he had before 
emerged. But in November the train- 
bands who were keeping guard had be- 
come weary of their task and returned one 
after another to their homes; and Ch‘en 
Ting-pang was soon back in Mu-ka; where 
he was joined by a number of bad charac- 
ters from the adjoining districts, with 
whose aid he plundered the country. The 
train-bands went against him, but were 
outnumbered and defeated. The banditti 
then plundered the town of Meng-lieh and 
its neighbourhood, and an appeal was made 
by the local authorities to the provincial 
government. The case appearing to require 
serious measures, the memorialists deter- 
mined to move across the troops which had 
lately been engaged in restoring order in 
Lo-hei Shan, and had by this time com- 
pleted their task. Instructions were sent to 
the authorities of the adjoining districts to 
occupy the passes so as to prevent any 
one escaping through them ; and then, as 
soon as the troops from Lo-hei Shanarrived, 
they were joined by the. local militia, and 
all moved forward to the attack from dif- 
ferent sides simultaneously. Several villages 
were taken in succession, the insurgents 
being driven back or scattered, and a few 
lives lost on each side. At last, in Febru- 
ary, the chief, Ch‘en Ting-pang, was 
brought to bay in the forest or jungle of Ch‘u- 
no. Means were found to make overtures 
to one of the bandits, Yang Fa-ch‘ang, and 
he was instructed to seize the chief and make 
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his followers disperse. A day or two after- 
wards fighting was discovered to be going 
on in the insurgent’s camp, and the troops 
seized the opportunity of making an attack. 
A few of the enemy were killed, and Ch‘en 
Ting-pang, who was struck by a bullet, was 
found lying on the ground desperately 
wounded. His followers scattered and fled, 
while Yang Fa-ch‘ang and a number of 
people who had been forced to join the 
banditti against their will, came in and 
gave their submission. As Ch‘en Ting- 
pang appeared to be at the point of death, 
he was immediately executed and his head 
exposed, in order that he might not have the 
good fortune to engage the penalty of his 
crimes. His younger brother has so far 
evaded pursuit, but every effort will be 
made to trace and arrest him. In conclu- 
sion, honours and rewards are requested 
for the officers and men who have most 
distinguished themselves in the affair.— 
Granted by Rescript. 


NAVAL DRILL AT WUSUNG. 


May 4th.— The Admiral of the Yangtze, 
Li Ch‘eng-mow, reports his departure for 
Wusung on the 13th of March for the 
purpose of assembling the vessels of the 
steam fleet under his orders and proceeding 
to sea with them, in order to exercise them 
in gunnery practice and nautical manceu- 
vres. 


OFFICIAL MOVEMENTS. 


May 5th.—(1) Li Chia-1é and Li Yung- 
ch‘ing, Lieutenant-Governors of Kiangsi 
and Shensi respectively, are ordered to 
come to Peking and await further employ- 
ment. The Intendants of the K‘ai Kuei 
Ch‘én Hsii Circuit in Honan, of the Chao 
Yang Lo Circuit in Kuangtung, of the 
Hsing-I Shih Circuit in Hupeh, and the 
Prefect of Lei-chou in Kuangtung are all 
directed to vacate their posts and proceed 
to Peking for presentation at Court. 


REPEATED APPLICATIONS FROM YEN CHING- 
MING FOR PERMISSION TO RETIRE FROM 
THE PUBLIC SERVICE. 


(2) Since August last Yen Ching-ming 
has been in bad health and has twice 
applied to be relieved of the duties of his 
office. In recently making a third request 
to the same effect, he states that he has 
wept tears of gratitude at the exceptional 
consideration which the Emperor has shown 
to him, and that he has employed his leave 
in taking all possible measures to restore 
his health, without, however, effecting any 
improvement in his condition. He is still 
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so restless that he cannot sleep, and the 
left side of his body is totally paralysed. 
Though the summer has arrived, his 
lower limbs still suffer from cold. He can 
barely move about his room on a stick, and 
if he wishes to go farther he has to be 
supported in the arms of two attendants. 
All his sufferings are due to the exposure he 
underwent during his military career when 
he was in the prime of life, and now that he 
is over seventy his vigour is gone and he 
has become a cemplete invalid. This request 
was refused, but he was granted a further 
extension of two months’ leave, in acknow- 
ledging which favour he again makes an 
earnest appeal for permission to retire. For 
months past his duties at the Board of 
Revenue have been entirely performed by 
his colleagues, Fu-k‘un and Weng T‘ung-ho 
without the least assistance from him. He 
was always of an impetuous disposition, and 
cannot bear to be doing nothing. He is 
precluded from entertaining any hope of 
recovery, but retirement and the summer 
weather may prolong for a time his enfee- 
bled existence. The Emperor refused this 
application in a Decree, confirming the 
former grant of extension of leave. 


ESCAPE OF PRISONERS. 


(3) Some four years ago a daring robbery 
was committed on a household in the 
department of Hai-chou in Kiangsu. A 
number of men were arrested and tried for 
the office. One of them, Yii Pu-ching, was 
found to be branded on the person, and on 
examination stated that he had been pre- 
viously convicted for causing the death of a 
relative, and had made his escape while be- 
ing conveyed through Shansi. The prisoners 
were sent by boat to the district jail, and 
while on their way there, were shipwrecked 
in a gale. Yii made his escape for the 
second time, and was not re-arrested for 
some years. In the meantime a communica- 
tion was sent to the Governor of Shansi, 
which elicited the reply that no such 
prisoner had escaped within his jurisdiction. 
It was eventually discovered that Honan 
was the place in which Yii had been 
originally convicted. For the double offence 
he was sentenced to immediate decapitation, 
and his companions, who were concerned 
only in the latter crime, suffered various 
degrees of transportation. 

AN OFFICER CONDEMNED TO DEATH FOR 

FALSELY ASSUMING AN OFFICIAL POSITION. 

May 6th.—{1) Some four years ago, when 
Pien Pao-ti was Acting Governor-General to 
the Hu Kuang provinces, a report reached 
“him from an officer in charge of a likin station 
in the Han-yang district to the effect that 
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a boat carrying a soi-disant general and his 
party had forced its way past the barrier, 
and that some members of the likin staff 
who had attempted to stop it had been 
tied up and beaten. The boat and its 
occupants were subsequently seized by 
order of the Governor-General, and its 
contents were found to consist of false seals, 
spurious cummissions manufactured flags, 
and other official badges. Ho Chung-Ch‘i, 
the leader of the party, gave himself out to 
be Brigadier-General of Kiukiang, and 
was in possession of a seal bearing the 
title of lmperial Commissioner  speci- 
ally deputed by P‘éng Yii-linto enlist 
soldiers. His second in command was Chou 
Chéng-ch‘iu who styled himself expectant 
Brigadier-General, and held a commission 
signed by Chou Ta-wu, formerly Comman- 
der-in-Chief of Kueichow. Ho Chung-ch‘i 
was summarily decapitated, and enquiries 
were instituted respecting Chou Chéng- 
ch‘iu. General Chou Ta-wu wrote from 
Kansu that he had at one time recom- 
mended a man named Chou Chéng-ch ‘iu 
for promotion, but his age and birth place 
did not correspond with those given 
in the present instance. His native 
place was in the Yuan-ling direct in 
Hunan, and on enquiries being made 
there it was found that he had died 
some years previously, and that his com- 
mission had been sold by a relative who 
was now also dead. The real name of the 
pretended Chou Chéng-ch‘iu was found to 
be Chou Ju-lin, and he was sentenced to 
banishment in Turkestan. Last year, how- 
ever, he returned up again under the follow- 
ing circumstances. The Commander-in-Chief 
of Honan one day received a card from a 
person named Chou Chéng-ch‘iu who intro- 
duced himselfasa Brigadier-General commis- 
sioned by the Governor to enrol an army 
corps, and added that he was just now en- 
gaged in doing so. It happened, however, 
that the Commander-in-Chief was an inti- 
mate friend of the real Chou Chéng-ch‘iu 
with whom he had served years before. 
Had he been alive he would have been over 
fifty, while the present man was only about 
thirty. He saw through the disguise at 
once and had the man arrested. It was 
found that he had escaped from banishment 
and had returned to Hunan last year, where 
he had embezzled various sums of money 
from different people to whom he had pro- 
mised good positions under his command. 
Being of good appearance and possessed of 
considerable cleverness he was able to carry 
out his scheme very successfully, and to 
prevent him from resuming the part in the 
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FENG TZU-TS‘AI DETAINED FOR SERVICE IN 
KUANGTUNG. 

(2) Féng Tzii-ts‘ai, who was some time 
ago appointed Commander-in-Chief of 
Yiinnan, recently received orders to 
remain for the present in Kuangtung, 
where he is acting as Imperial Commis- 
sioner in connection with the coast 
defence of Ch,inchow and Lienchow. He 
has been hitherto using the seal he employ- 
ed when Commander-in-Chief of Kuangsi, 
but has now had a new one cut which he 
proposes to use during his period of special 
service. 

POWDER FACTORY AT NANKING. 

(3) The Viceroy at Nanking reports cer- 
tain additions and repairs which have been 
made to the powder factory in that city. 
The machinery, which had become worn 
through constant use for a number of years, 
has been put in proper order at a cost of 
Ts. 2,000, and Tis. 4,000 have been spent 
in repairing the sheds. The total expen- 
diture will amount to Tis. 7,000, and will 
be drawn from the Nanking Defence Fund 
Office. 


CUSTOMS REVENUE AT SHA-HU-K‘OU. 


May 7th.—{1) The Superintendent of 
Customs at Sha-hu-k‘ou, who has arrived 
at Peking on the expiry of his period of 
office, reports that he has a surplus revenue 
of Tis. 16,070 as to the disposal of which he 
asks for instructions. In reply he has been 
ordered to hand over the amount to the 
Treasury of the Privy Purse. 


RETIREMENT OF THE GRAIN INTENDANT OF 
YUNNAN. 


(2) The Viceroy of the Yiinkuei provinces 
reports that the Grain Intendant of Yiin- 
nan, T‘an Tsung-chiin, has suffered severely 
from the climate ever since his arrival in the 
province, last year he was seized with pal- 
pitation of the heart and several other ail- 
ments from which he has not yet recovered. 
The doctors tell him-that complete rest for a 
year or two will be necessary to restore 
him to health. The Viceroy states that 
the applicant is an officer of superior 
administrative capacity who has twice acted 
as Judge in Yiinnan and has performed 
good service in encouraging the improve- 
ment of the watercourses and the reclama- 
tion of the waste lands in the province. 
The application has been granted and an 
officer has been sent to fill the vacancy. 


SUBSCRIPTION TO RELIEF OF DISTRESS IN 
HONAN. 


(3) The Military Governor of Urumtsi 
reports that a provincial graduate, who 
was degraded some years ago at the 
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instance of Li Hung-chang and who has 
since been serving in the army beyond 
the border, has subscribed Tis. 1,000 from 
his private income for the relief of the 
distress in Honan caused by the overflow 
of the Yellow River. The donor disclaimed 
all intention of wishing that any notice 
should be taken of the act, but as he has 
already done much to atone for the one 
error of his career, it is suggested that he 
should be restored his degree. Referred 
to the consideration of the Board. 


CASE OF MATRICIDE BY A LUNATIC. 


May 8th.—The Governor of Shantung 
reports the following case which occurred 
in Kuan Hsien in that province. Féng 
K‘o-ch‘éng, a native of the above district, 
had long been subject to fits of insanity, 
but as he was a very dutiful son during his 
lucid intervals, his mother had induced the 
village constable, the family elders and 
the neighbours generally to keep the fact 
from reaching the ears of the authorities. 
One morning about eighteen months ago 
Féng K‘o-ch‘éng was seized with one of 
these fits during which he tore up some 
bricks out of the floor of his bedroom and 
flung them at his wife and daughter both 
of whom he severely wounded. His 
mother, seeing what was going on, ran to 
their rescue and received a blow on the head 
from a brick thrown by her son from the 
effects of which she died a day or two 
later. The daughter also died but the wife 
recovered. The culprit was sentenced to 
death by the slow and lingering process 
and as the place of the crime was over 30 
li distant from the provincial capital, his 
execution was carried out in the latter 
place. Neighboursand relatives whoconceal 
cases of insanity from the authorities incur 
the same punishment as persons who fail 
to report a crime of the commission of 
which they had previous knowledge. All 
therefore who were cognisant of the crim- 
inal’s insanity are to receive 100 blows, and 
the local constable is to be cashiered. 


APPOINTMENTS. 

May 9th.—(1) Chou Fu, lately Customs 
Taotai at Tientsin has been promoted to be 
Chief Justice of Chihli, and Wang Chih- 
ch‘un, who was Taotai in Hainan in 1884 


| and was previously Grain Intendant at 


Canton, has received the appointment of 
Chief Justice of Chekiang. Hsiao Yao 
and T‘ao Mo are gazetted Lieutenant Gov- 
ernors of Kiangsi and Shensi respectively. 
Fang Kung-chao, one of the Chief Secre- 
taries in the Tsung-li Yamén, is appointed 
Taotai at Ichang and the intendancy of the 


K‘ai Kuei Ch‘én Hsii circuit in Honan 
has been conferred upon Yin Pao. 
INSURRECTION IN KIANGSI. 

Wang Shih-lung was a native of the 
Yii-tu district from which he had been 
carried off by the Taiping rebels at an early 
age. He served for many years as a camp 
follower in the armies of Chekiaug and 
Kiangnan. In 1883, being hard pressed to 
tind a living, he conceived the idea of 
raising some money by assuming the title 
and position of general and had a seal and 
commission manufactured to enable him to 
carry out the project. In the same year he 
visited the Lin-ch‘uan district and claimed 
kindred there with a powerful family bear- 
ing the same surname, but his overtures not 
being favourably received, he again betook 
himself to a rambling life. Two years ago he 
reached his native place and joining his 
clan, received presents and congratulations 
on the attainment of his high position. A 
lawsuit was going on at the time between a 
distant clansman and another family in the 
district, and the impostor went in a chair 
carried by four bearers to use his influence 
with the magistrate on behalf of his relative. 
The magistrate detected the fraud and had 
Wang and chairbearers both arrested. The 
other members of the family were in- 
dignant and some twenty of them broke 
into the prison and carried off Wang Shih- 
lung by force. They built a stockade at the 
side of the village and threatened resistance 
to any attempt to coerce them into giving 
up their relative. The chairbearers were 
examined, but being merely hired servants 
of Wang Shih-lung, they knew nothing of 
his doings as an impostor. Inquiries which 
were made in various provinces proved that 
he had no claim to the title of General. 
Troops were sent to capture the stockade 
but their operations were not attended with 
success and reinforcements were despatched 
in a gunboat. In the meantime, the rebels 
had gathered many adherents from the 
surrounding villages and had provisioned 
themselves for a regular siege. Among other 
things, they appropriated a piece of ordnance 
and a quantity of powder that had been left 
over by the local militia. The Imperial 
troops eventually succeeded in capturing 
their fort and slaughtered most of its 
inmates. Wang himself and a few of his 
followers made their escape to the Jui-chin 
district where they were all taken prisoners. 
Wang was immediately decapitated and the 
same punishment would later on have been 
inflicted on a number of the others had 
they not died in prison. Several who had 
been coerced into joining the movement 
were sentenced to banishment and the 
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chairbearers received 80 blows each for the 
grave mistake they committed in accepting 
service under such a man. 

POSTHUMOUS RESTORATION TO FORMER RANK 
OF LI FENG-PAO, LATE MINISTER TO 
GERMANY. 

May 10th.—(1) Li Hung-chang reports 
that the Shanghai Taotai forwarded to him 
last year for the relief of distress in Chihli 
two liberal subscriptions, one of Tls. 6,000 
from Li Chung-ying, and another of Tls. 
5,000 from Shéng Shih-féng, an expectant 
Taotai, holding the rank of Judicial Com- 
missioner. The former amount is part of 
the proceeds of Li Féng-pao’s estate and 
was assigned for this purpose by his dying 
request. Half of it is now to be appropri- 
ated to cover the expense of closing the 
breach in the Yellow River. Li Féng-pao, 
the Taotai states, acted as a distinguished 
pioneer in taking students from the Foo- 
chow Arsenal abroad for the purpose of 
learning navigation and other naval acquire- 
ments. It is to him that China owes 
most of her ironclads, and to him that most 
of her officers are indebted for their train- 
ing. The Ting-yuan and two other vessels 
that were built under his superintendence 
were inspected on their arrival in China by 
Prince Ch‘un and were pronounced to be 
both strong and efficient. Although he in- 
curred blame owing to the representations 
of others, his services were still consider- 
able, and the Taotai thinks that his dy ing act 
should not be left unnoticed. It is there- 
fore requested that both he and Chéng 
Shih-féng should have their original rank 
and decorations restored to them. Re- 
script appended to the Memorial accedes to 
the request. 


FURTHER SUBSCRIPTION TOWARDS RELIEF 
PURPOSES IN CHIHLI. 


(2) The same Memorialist adds that 
Féng Tséng who was lately degraded from 
the post of Superintendent of the Imperial 
Manufactory at Soochow was so struck, 
when passing through Tientsin on his way 
to Peking, with the destitution in Chihli 
that he subscribed Tis. 5,000 towards its 
relief. Although he disclaimed all idea of 
soliciting any notice of the act, yet the 
Memorialist feels that he ought not to 
withhold it from the ears of his sovereign, 
and suggests the possibility of the Board 
being instructed to determine on some 
suitable reward for the donor.—Rescript 
Let the Board consider and report. 


CASE OF ADULTERY AND MURDER. 


May 11th.—The following case is report- 
ed by Shén Ping-ch‘én, the new Governor 
of Kuangsi. A man named Chih Ju-ch‘uan 
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and his wife lived in the Huai-chi district 
of the province. With them lodged a re- 
lative of the husband named Chih Ju-ch’ing 
whom the woman was in the habit of seeing 
without any restrictions. One day almost 
three years ago, when the husband 
was absent, illicit intercourse took place 
between the two, which was subse- 
quently repeated on several occasions. 
The husband at first was ignorant of what 
was going on, but eventually when return- 
ing from his work one evening he found 
them sitting together in his house, talking 
and jesting. The man made his escape, 
but the woman when taken to task ad- 
mitted what had taken place and received 
a sound beating from his husband, who 
swore that he would kill them both. As 
the matter was one which affected the good 
name of the family, he told it only 
to a relative named Chih Shang-wén. 
A few days later the wife went out 
to cut some grass and meeting her para- 
mour on the way she told him what had 
happened, and said that she was now so 
strictly watched by her husband that they 
would not be able to meet again. The two 
them conceived the plan of murdering the 
husband as soon as an opportunity presented 
itself. She told him that her husband was 
frequently in the habit of going to fairs, 
and that he almost always procured a supply 
of food and wine on which he feasted when 
he came home. It was arranged therefore 
that on the next occasion of the kind they 
should put an end to him. Accordingly, 
one night when he returned from a fair in 
the neighbourhood, she encouraged him to 
drink until he was quite intoxicated. As 
he was lying on his bed in this state, the 
paramour pressed down the lower part of 
his body, while the wife put a coir rope 
round his neck, which she pulled with all 
her might. The unfortunate man struggled 
to release himself but the paramour picking 
up a stick belaboured him about the head 
until he killed him. They then carried the 
body to a lonely place, where they buried 
it. Chih Shang-wén, happened to pass 
the house a few days later, enquired for 
the deceased, and was told by the wife that 
he had gone to see his brother. Seeing the 
latter shortly afterwards he found out that 
he had. not seen the deceased on the day in 
question. Suspicions were aroused and the 
result was that both the woman and the 
man were arrested and tried for the crime. 
The former was sentenced to death by the 
slow and painful process, and the latter to 
decapitation for assisting in the murder of a 
person related to him within the degrees of 
mourning. 
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SHORT-COMINGS OF LI CHIA-LE AND LI YUNG+ 
CH‘ING. 

May 12th.—Li Chia-lé and Li Yung- 
ch‘ing, the Provincial Treasurers of Kiangsi 
and Shensi, have recently been recalled tq 
Peking on account of the unfavourable 
nature of the private reports made by the 
high authorities concerning their capabilities 
of transacting public business. The aged 
Statesman, Yen Ching-ming, has conse- 
quently presented a Memorial accusing the 
high officials by whom the reports were 
made of acting unfairly towards the two 
officers in question and completely misjudg- 
ing their characters. In a Decree, in reply, 
the Emperor points out that in the first 
case separate reports were made by the 
Viceroy at Nanking and the Governor of 
Kiangsi, and in the second by the Viceroy 
of Shensi and Kansu and the Governor of 
Shensi, and in each instance the reports 
showed that the two high Authorities con- 
cerned had independently arrived at an 
identical opinion. There was, therefore, 
every reason to believe that the judgment 
was accurate in both cases. Yen Ching- 
ming is rebuked for his interference, and 
is told that he must not imagine that, be- 
cause he has in the past recommended 
certain officials, no one else may be allowed 
to say anything against them. Also havi 
acted formerly as a member of the Gran 
Council, he should be aware that the Em- 
peror is not solely guided by the secret 
reports made to him by the high provincial 
authorities. 


TEMPLE TO SANKOLINSIN. 


May 18th.—(1) The High Authorities of 
the Manchurian Province of Shengchin, 
present a Memorial on behalf of the officers 
and men of the Tartar and Chinese troops 
at Moukden as well as a number of the 
gentry of the place, who are desirous of 
being permitted to build a temple in the 
city to the memory of the late Prince Seng 
of the Korchin Mongols (who was known 
to Europeans at the time of the war of 1860 
by the name of Sankolinsin). In the year 
1853 Prince Seng was entrusted with the 
command of the Imperial troops against the 
Taiping rebels, who were advancing upon 
Tientsin. He won victories at two places 
named Lien-chen and Feng-kuan T‘un, and 
captured two so-called Secretaries of State, 
who were sent to Peking in cages and there 
suffered the extreme penalty of the law. 
By these victories two rebel armies were 
entirely destroyed, and Chihli and Shan- 
tung enjoyed complete tranquillity again. 
He afterwards commanded against the 
Nienfei rebels in Honan, Anhui, Kiangsu, 
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and Hupeh, winning many battles and 
capturing important chiefs; and equalling 
his military successes by the admirable 
nature of the discipline which he enforced 
and the strictness with which he prevented 
all plundering. In 1864 he attacked a great 
rebel chief of the Nienfei named Chang 
Tsung-yii, in the department of Ts‘ao-chou 
in Shantung. Unfortunately, his rear guard 
did not follow on with sufficient rapidity, 
and the consequence was that he fell, over- 
whelmed by superior numbers. By the 
Imperial sanction temples were built to the 
deceased Prince in several localities, and 
among them was one in the district of 
Moukden, but outside the city-walls. As 
many of the Prince’s soldiers inhabit the 
town, there have always been crowds of 
worshippers, and, doubtless, if a new temple 
be built inside the city itself, their number 
cannot fail to be greatly increased.—Ap- 
proved by Rescript. 


PUNISHMENT OF THE TAIWAN BRIGADIER. 


(2) Reference has been made several 
times of late in the Gazette to a charge 
brought by a Captain named Liu against 
his superior officer the Brigadier at Taiwan 
Fu. The Captain accused the Brigadier of 
trying to extort a bribe from him as the 
price of a good report at the inspection. The 
case was heard, and the charge was con- 
sidered not to be proved. The Captain 
was, therefore, cashiered for bringing a 
false accusation. But as the Brigadier, 
though freed from the charge of corruption, 
was shown to have tried to borrow money 
from the Captain, he was considered to 
have been guilty of unseemly conduct, and 
the Board of War was ordered to determine 
what would be the proper penalty to inflict 
onhim. The Board now represents that 
he should be degraded three steps, and 
transferred to another post. As the offence 
is a private and not an official one, he is 
not allowed to set off against it any marks 
or records of merit which he may previously 
have gained. 


YELLOW RIVER REPAIRS. MISCONDUCT OF 
STALK BUYERS. 


May 14th.—Millet stalks are the all-im- 
anal article for the repair of the Yellow 
iver embankment, and the plan which 
has been adopted for procuring them is to 
send a special officer to each district, where 
he and the local authority act together, 
and are required to purchase a specified 
quantity ata specified rate. The Governor 
of the province now represents that at the 
resent moment, just when the new em- 
ankment is being rapidly constructed, and 
the demand for materials is specially great, 
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some of the officials are failing to do their 
duty in the matter of purchasing and for- 
warding millet stalks. Thus the official 
sent to Yii Chou, instead of sending the 
proper quantity in the given time, is always 
making pretences to get advances of money, 
and has been purchasing stalks not in Yii 
Chou but in the neighbourhood of the 
works, with the result that the officers told 
off for the latter district cannot find anyone 
to sell to them. Also the officers charged 
with making purchases in Jung-tsé Hsien 
originally forwarded seventy stacks, and 
reported that they would be able to supply 
thirty more, not a large total, considering 
the local production, the proximity of the 
place to the works, and the convenience of 
the water carriage. But they have since 
sent in a supplementary statement to the 
effect that the remaining stock available 
only amounts to 194,000 bundles, or less 
than the equivalent of four stacks. And 
in addition to trifling and dawdling they 
have committed a distinct breach of the 
regulations by undertaking themselves the 
work of piling up their stacks, and leaving 
hollows inside them so as to make the 
amount seem greater than it really is, in 
order that they may be paid more money 
for purchase and freight. These matters 
having been reported to the Memorialist 
he requests that the first mentioned offender 
may be dismissed from the public service, 
and that the others may be temporarily 
deprived of their rank, but retained at their 
post in order that it may be seen how they 
will behave themselves in future.—Ap- 
proved by Rescript. 


FOREIGN APPLIANCES FOR REPAIRS AT THE 
YELLOW RIVER. 


(2) With regard to the closing of the 
great breach in the Yellow River embank- 
ment, the Governor of Honan reports that 
he found three principal obstacles which 
hindered the bringing of materials and the 
speedy execution of the work. First, the 
ground in the neighbourhood was all sand 
beds or pools of water, so that earth had 
to be brought from a distance. Secondly, 
it was necessary to work at night, and 
the light given by lamps was feeble. 
Thirdly, the quantity of water accumulated 
below the breach and the absence of 
towing paths made it difficult to bring 
millet stalks by water from Chou-chia 
K‘ou. To obviate these difficulties he deter- 
mined to procure a foreign railway with 
trucks for casting earth, and an electric 
light, and further to make trial of some 
small steam-launches. With this object he 
communicated by telegraph with the Viceroy 
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Li Hung-chang, and orders were given to 
the Customs Taotai at Shanghai to purchase 
the required articles. An electric lighting 
apparatus and five li of railway with a 
hundred trucks were accordingly bought 
and forwarded to him, and they have been 
put into work on the western bank with 
the most successful results. Earth is now 
carried with infinitely greater ease and 
rapidity than it was by hand barrows ; and 
the light at night is as bright as day, so 
that operations are continued with equal 
speed at all hours. But the irregular shoal- 
ing caused by the Yellow River waters 
being poured into the Huai and the Ssit 
Rivers has proved a great impediment to 
the utility of the two light-draught steam- 
launches employed, as it has been found 
impossible to prevent their constantly get- 
ting aground. The Memorialist has there- 
fore discontinued their use and has sent 
them back to Shanghai to be re-sold ; 
while he has replaced them by a string of 
native boats, which keep coming and goin 

regularly. The cost of the above inentioned 
articles has been defrayed from the general 
repairs fund, and the accounts concerning 
them will be forwarded in due course to 
the Board of Revenue for examination.— 
Approved by Rescript. 


MINTING APPLIANCES FOR TIENTSIN. 


May 15th.—At the beginning of last year, 
when it was determined to introduce the 
use of small cash into Peking, the Viceroy 
Li was ordered by the Empress to purchase 
the requisite machinery and manufacture 
a supply of coins as soon as possible at 
Tientsin. Accordingly, by the Viceroy’s 
instructions the Superintendent of the 
Tientsin Arsenal ordered a set of machi- 
nery from the Ko-lin-huo, or Iron-works, 
omitting, however, such portions as already 
existed and could be utilised at the 


Arsenal. The price fixed was £5,383, 
equal to 22,000 and odd taels, ex- 
clusive of freight and insurance. Half 


the sum was advanced by the Arsenal, 
and the remainder was to be paid on the 
arrival of the machinery. This was reported 
by the Viceroy last May and he added that 
in the meantime the manufacture of cash 
would be continued on the native system. 
The machinery has now arrived in 
Tientsin, and the Arsenal authorities 
have taken delivery of it. The cost, includ- 
ing freight and insurance and the price of 
some additional dies, amounts to £6,222 
10s. 8d. Besides which there were expenses 
at Shanghai for storing, landing, and re- 
shipping, and the freight thence to Tien- 
tsin, which together brought the (otal up 
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to treasury Tis. 27,872.9.2.4.5. The cost 
of the cash manufactured at Tientsin 
by native methods was allowed to be 
deducted from the contribution due to 
thé’ Central Government on account of the 
Tientsin salt revenue. As the expenditure 
now reported is of a similar nature, the 
Viceroy suggests that the money to pay for 
it should come from the same source, and 
he proposes in the first instance to set apart 
therefrom Tis. 30,000. As soon as the 
plant has been set up and the cost of so 
doing has. been ascertained, he will be able 
to report the exact amount of the total 
expenditure.—Approved by Rescript. 


NEW VESSELS FOR NOKTHERN FLEET. 


(2) In the early part of last December 
the four newly-purchased despatch-vessels, 
Chih-yuan, Tsing-yuan, King.ywan and 
Lai-yuan arrived at the port of Amoy, 
where they were inspected and taken charge 
of by the Chinese Commander-in-Chief and 
Admiral Lang. After passing the winter 
there, they went to Port Arthur, and 
they now have come to Taku. The 
Viceroy Li Hung-chang reports that he in- 
tends to visit the vessels and inspect them 
himself. He will also take the opportunity 
of proceeding to sea in them and going to 
Port Arthur, Ta-lien Wan, and Wei-hai 
Wei, so that he may examine the docks, 
forts, and other works at those place. His 
current business he will leave in the hands 
of the Salt Commissioner, while matters of 
importance will be forwarded to him wher- 
ever he may be.—Approved. 

May 16th.—[No documents of interest. ] 


CULTIVATION OF LAND IN MONGOLIA. 


May 17th.—(1) According to a Memorial 
presonted by the Governor of Shansi the 
Tumets and the Talat Mongols disputed the 
ownership of some land lying in the Mon- 
golian portion of Shansi to the north of the 
present course of the Yellow River, -but to 
the south of the olddry bed. The question 
was referred to the Lieutenant-Governor of 
Chahar, who decided that six-tenths of the 
land should belong to the Tumets and four- 
tenths to the Talats. It has now beenarrang- 
ed that the Tumet portion may be let out for 
cultivation, the farmers paying to the gov- 
ernment at the commencement of their per- 
petual leases a sum of from eight to ten 
taels per hundred acres (mu) according to 
the quality of the land, aud an annual rent 
or land tax of 1.3 or 1.4 tael cents per mu. 
The land is said to be bad, as it is subject 
to being flooded and covered with sand or 
stones from the Yellow River. 

(2) Shang-tsung-jui is appointed Tartar- 
General at Si-an Fu in the place of Ch‘i-ho 
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who has retired from the government 
service on account of ill-health. 


CHARGES AGAINST OFFICERS IN TURKESTAN. 


May 18th.—This day’s Gazette is almost 
entirely occupied with a long and uninter- 
esting report from the Governors of Tliand 
Turkestan denouncing a number of petty 
officials who served under Chin Shun when 
he ruled the territory comprised in the 
New Dominion. Chin Shun himself is re- 
presented as having in his latter days 
adopted a life of leisure, with little interest 
in administrative matters, which he en- 
trusted too much to subordinates who had 
served under him in his campaigns. The 
officers who have been denounced were 
chiefly engaged in re-organisation mea- 
sures, but their designs did not tend 
to the improvement of the province. One 
of them, who had been formerly a bond 
servant, kept a theatrical troupe and made 
a living by letting it out to the soldiers, 
who were prohibited from employing any 
other company. When his master died, he 
found an excuse for leaving Ili and made 
his escape to Russian territory. The worst 
of the party was Yu Ch‘un-tsé who was 
formerly a Magistrate in Kiangsu, where 
‘he was degraded at the instance of Shén 
Pao-chén. He volunteered for service 
under Chin Shun, was re-instated, and 
became an international agent in the 
transaction of business with the Rus- 
sians. Another who was in the commissa- 
riat department issued mildewed rations to 
the troops, and made himself so notorious 
by his peculations that he was known by 
the sobriquet of the ‘Infant Robber.” 
Among other works executed by these de- 
pendants of Chin Shun was the restoration 
of the cities of Hui-yuan and Chan-té. 
For this they charged Tls. 370,000, or 
Tis. 190,000 more than the work actually 
cost, as was proved by a comparison of the 
original vouchers. Part of the payment 
was made by drafts upon distant provinces, 
which were discounted at a heavy loss to 
the holders by Chin Shun’s crew. The 
total amount of their embezzlement was 
not less than Tls. 270,000. 


APPOINTMENT. 


May 19th.—(1) Fang Fu-shao is gazetted 
Superintendent Censor of the Northern di- 
vision of Peking. 

COMPLETION OF THE REPAIRS OF THE YUNG- 
TING RIVER. 

(2) Li Hung-chang has presented a memo- 
rial stating that the breach in the Yung-ting 
Ho which occurred last year has beén com- 
pletely closed, and that the water of the 
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river has now all reverted to its old channel. 
Fang Chun Shih, the Intendant of the river, 
and an expectant Taotai named Chin Fu- 
tséng, and several other officers have been 
awarded various forms of promotion for 
their services on this occasion, and the 
Board has been directed to decide on a fit- 
ting reward for the Viceroy himself. 


REMITTANCE TO PEKING FROM CHEKIANG. 


(3) The salt revenue of Chikiang was 
during the present year assessed in a sum 
of Ts. 220,000, as a contribution towards 
the Peking subsidy, and a further amount 
of Tls. 50,000, to defray the expenses of 
the Imperial Household. One-half of each 
of these sums is to be forwarded during the 
first half of the year, and the remainder is 
is to follow early in the last months of the 
year. The Governor of the Province now 
reports that the Salt Commissioner has for- 
warded Tis. 60,000 of the former amount, 
and Tls. 15,000 of the latter under the 
charge of an officer who is to proceed to 
Tientsin by steamer vid Shanghai. 


PERIODICAL CRUISES OF INSPECTION. 


(4) Under old standing regulations issued 
in the 24th year of Tao Kuang, the naval 
commanders along the sea-board are ob- 
liged to proceed on a cruise of inspection 
every year, and to report on their return on 
the condition of things in the waters within 
their jurisdiction. Two Memorials appears 
in this Gazette from the naval commanders 
at Kiung-chow in Hainan and Fu-ning in 
Fukien respectively, reporting such inspec- 
tions. The latter made an extended tour 
of seven months, and the former was away 
from his post less than a month, during 
which he met the Viceroy Chang Chih- 
tung, whom he furnished with a brief sum- 
mary of his journey. 

REMITTANCE FROM THE FOOCHOW CUSTOMS. 

May 20th.—(1) During the present year 
the Superintendent of Customs at Foochow 
was to have forwarded a sum of Tls. 100,000 
asa contribution towards the expenses of 
the Imperial Household, the total income of 
which from all the provinces amounts to 
Tls. 600,000. The Imperial Household, 
however, having forestalled part of its 
allowance by contracting a loan from the 
Northern Superintendent of Trade, the con- 
tribution from Foochow has been diverted 
towards repayment of the amount to Li 
Hung-chang. 

CASE OF ADULTERY AND MURDER. 


(2)—A man named Sha-wei lived in the 
Yii-tien district in Turkestan, and hada 
wife called Hai Li-chieh. A mile or more 
from them lived an acquaintance named 
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Yiieh-yin-mu-hsia, also a Mahommedan, 
who was in the habit of visiting the house 
without any restrictions. During’the course 
of one of these visits, which took place 
about two years ago, he took advantage of 
the absence of the husband to commit 
adultery with the wife. The act was re- 
eated on several occasions and presents 
passed between them. A year or so ago 
Sha-wei, who was ignorant of his wife’s 
doings, ordered her to pack up her belong- 
ings and go with him to another district, 
where he intended to try his fortune asa 
gold digger. Her paramour happening to 
come in shortly afterwards, the woman told 
him of her husband’s intentions, and the 
two decided that they should kill Sha-wei 
and become man and wife for ever. The 
following night the man came to the 
house armed with a stick and was admitted 
by the woman, who struck a light to 
enable him to see his victim. The latter 
was lying asleep on the bed and was 
beaten to death before he could rise to 
defend himself. They took the body and 
threw it intu a ditch in the neighbour- 
hood, where they covered it with earth. 
The woman then gathered up her house- 
hold effects and went to live with her para- 
mour. Some weeks later a grazier who was 
acquainted with the deceased, called at the 
house to see him and found it empty. On 
his way back he passed the house where the 
murderer lived, and seeing the woman 
standing at the door, questioned her about 
her husband. She said that he had divorced 
her some time previously and gone away to 
the mines alone. She had since become 
the wife of Yiieh-yin-mu-hsia. The facts 
of the case, however, reached the ears of the 
authorities, the parties were arrested and 
confessed the crime. The woman has been 
sentenced to death by the slow and painful 
process, and the man is to suffer immediate 
decapitation. 

ROBBERY OF GOVERNMENT TREASURE. 

May 21st.—The Governor of Anhui re- 
ports a daring robbery of Government 
treasure, which occurred more than a year 
ago in the Ting-yuan district in that pro- 
vince. The robbers were nearly all Shan- 
tung men, who had been leading a vagrant 
life. Meeting together one day in the 
Chii-yeh district, they agreed to divide into 
two parties, and, while passing themselves 
off as traders, to commit robberies and 
share the plunder. They had all concealed 
on their persons foreign fire-arms, and 
one party of them purchased a wheel- 
barrow in which they hawked about lily 
flowers for sale. When they reached the 
Lu-chou Prefecture, it happened that an 
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officer from Kiangsi was passing through 
with over Tls. 50,000 in his charge as 
a remittance from the land tax receipts 
of that province to the Board of Admi- 
ralty at Peking. The money was packed 
in fifty-one wooden cases, and as it passed 
through the Ho-fei district had an escort 
of twenty men. The robbers catching 
sight of the party followed it as far as 
the borders of the Ting-yuan district, 
where it stopped one night at an inn. Ten 
of the soldiers were here allowed to 
return to their duty, and five more 
were detached for other services, leav- 
ing only five men in charge of the 
treasure. The robbers, twelve in number, 
met that night in a lonely place, armed 
themselves with guns, daggers, and sticks, 
and proceeded to the inn. Three men 
were left outside to keep guard and receive 
the plunder, while the others burst open 
the door, and rushed in, in a body. The | 
officer in charge and his servants offered 
active resistance, but were overpowered by 
their assailants, who succeeded in carrying 
off six of the cases. These they carried on 
their backs in turn until they reached the 
open country where they broke open 
and divided the contents of four of the 
cases, concealing the other two in a 
drain in a paddy-field. They then separ- 
ated and went in different directions. 
Notice was at once given to the authorities, 
who succeeded in arresting five of the men, 
and recovering Tls. 3,500 of the treasure. 
The two ring-leaders were summarily de- 
capitated, and the others suffered death 
later on. One, who made his escape to his 
native place, Shantung, was there arrested, 
and an ingot of silver was found in his 
possession. Owing to the distance from 
the place of the crime, he was tried and 
condemned to death in Shantung, the 
authorities there being furnished with 
copies of the evidence. 

CONVERSION OF MILITARY COLONISTS INTO 


PEASANT PROPRIETORS. 


May 22nd.—In 1880 Wu Ta-ch‘éng made 
the experiment of establishing a number of 
military colonies in a sparsely peopled dis- 
trict to the south-east of Ninguta in Kirin. 
The central one was established at San 
Ch‘a-k‘ou and others were planted at Pai 
Ch‘un, Wu Chin-kou, and on the banks of 
the Mu Léng River. This last place is 180 
li from Ninguta, and the intervening coun- 
try is dotted over with hamlets, but from 
the Mu Léng River to San Ch‘a-k‘ou there 
is scarcely any trace of habitation, and it 
was found difficult to get people to settle in 
this part of the country which covers a dis- 





tance of 300 li. Some hundreds of Shan- 
tung immigrants were induced to go there 
and Wu Ta-ch‘éng, after a personal examin- 
ation of the locality, selected it for the 
establishment of one of his colonies. It is 
composed of 239 men, drawing a monthly 
allowance of Tls. 2 each, with one officer 
at its head on a salary of Tls. 40 a month, 
five other officials with a monthly allow- 
ance of Tls. 12 each, and one clerk with 
Tls. 10 a month. The original idea was 
that these allowances should be gradually 
reduced as the land was brought into a state 
of cultivation. Owing, however, to the 
inclemency of the climate and early frosts, 
scarcely any harvests were obtained until 
last year, and the contemplated reductions 
could not be made. nor did the experiment 
give much encouragement for the extension 
of the system. The soldiers were too few 
and scattered to render them of much 
-account asafrontier defence establishment, 
and their success in land reclamation had 
been very limited. It is now proposed to 
convert them by a gradual process into 
ordinary cultivators. For a period of three 
years they will continue to receive an allow- 
ance of Tls. 1.5. each, after which they 
will be registered as tenants and be liable 
to an annual rent charge of Tls. 0.1.9.8 for 
every hsiang (one English acre) of land 
they hold. The present settlements are 
separated from each other by long distances, 
and when the soldiers become peasaiits and 
lay aside their military character, it will 
be necessary to adopt measures for their 
protection. For this purpose forty hardy 
hunters, well acquainted with the mountain 
paths, are to be stationed in the neigh- 
bourhood. They will receive Tls. 4 a 
month and will be provided with weapons 
and ammunition at the public expense. 


UNAUTHORISED OPENING OF AN OFFICIAL 
DESPATCH. 


May 23rd.—(1) Towards the end of last 
year an official packet from the Superin- 
dent of the Foochow Arsenal, when passing 
through the Tan-t‘u district in Kiangsu, was 
opened by a postal official under the follow- 
ing circumstances. He noticed that the 
yellow wrapper was very thin, and that 
the form of the outer covering did not 
correspond with that generally used in for- 
warding Memorials to the Throne. Sus- 
pecting that there was something wrong he 
unfastened it, and found that it contained 
only four despatches and no Memorial. 
Without making any report on the subject, 
he sent the courier back to the last stage, 
where the Magistrate of the District for- 
warded a report on the subject to the 
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Governor. The latter placed himself in 
communication with the Superintendent of 
the Foochow Arsenal, who assured hin 
that the packet, which contained a Memo- 
rial, had been done up in the ordinary 
way in a box, and had a wrapper at the 
time of its despatch of two inches or more 
in thickness. As was usual at Foochow 
no seal was affixed on the outer covering. 
Enquiries were then made at several of the 
offices through which it had passed before 
reaching Tan-t‘u, and they all reported 
that the packet as they received it was un- 
stamped, unbroken, and about an inch in 
thickness. It had been sent forward ex- 
actly as it came. The duty of an officer 
who receives a broken official packet is, 
the Governor states, to detain the courier 
and make a report to the nearest official, 
but he is in no case authorised to open the 
parcel himself. The law contains no special 
provision for such a case, but under an 
analogous statute the culprit has been sen- 
tenced to banishment for three years and 
100 blows. He was not supposed to have 
been animated by any ulterior motives in 
opening the packet, but only to have blun- 
dered through carelessness and excessive 
zeal. A servant of the Magistrate who was 
present in the office at the time has re- 
ceived 80 blows for failing to prevent him 
from doing the act. 


CASE OF ADULTERY AND MURDER. 

(2) The following case is reported from 
Tli. A soldier there named Yung Chia- 
pén was on intimate terms with a man 
called Ta Hsi-ch‘un and his wife. One 
day nearly three years ago he caught 
the latter in the compound behind 
the house and committed adultery with 
her. The act was repeated on subsequent 
occasions as often as an opportunity pre- 
sented itself. On one of these occasions 
he arranged to meet the woman on a certain 
night at her own house, when her husband 
and mother were absent, and only her sister- 
in-law was at home. The husband, however, 
unexpectedly turned up at dusk on the 
evening in question and retired with his 
wife at the usual time. In the middle of 
the night Yung Chia-pén came to keep his 
appointment, and entered the bed-room by 
the window. Finding both the man and 
his wife fast asleep he became exasperated, 
and groping under the matting of the bed 
he found a knife, which he plunged into 
the side of the husband, and rushed wildly 
out. The screams of the dying man, who 
was bleeding profusely from the wound in 
his side, awoke his wife and his sister. 
Search was made everywhere, but as no 
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traces of the murderer could be found, the 
wife was arrested on suspicion of having 
committed the deed herself. To screen 
herself, she then confessed her connection 
with Yung Chia:pén, who was arrested and 
tried for the crime. He was condemned 
to decapitation, and the woman was sen- 
tenced to be strangled after the usual period 


of incarceration. 
e 


FORTIFICATIONS IN CHEKIANG. 

May 24th.—(1) The Governor of Che- 
kiang states that the forts of Chéuhai now 
contain more than twenty pieces of foreign 
made cannon, which in order t» be ser- 
viceable must be oiled, sponged, and clean- 
ed with great regularity. The forts are 
situated in an out of the way place on the 
sea-board, where it is impossible to get 
skilled workmen to keep the guns in pro- 
per order. He therefure proposes to 
engage two artisans to be stationed per- 
manently on the spot for the performance 
of this duty. Their wages, as well as cer- 
tain other expenditure connected with the 
maintenance of the forts, will be drawn 
from the savings resulting from reductions 
_ made in the provincial army. 


CHANGES IN THE GARRISON AT TARBAGATAI, 


(2) The garrison at Tarbagatai former- 
ly consisted of 1,000 men of the re- 
ular army, 1,000 soldiers drawn from 
li, and 1,000 Manchus from Jeho and 
the region of the Amur. Repeated 
changes were made in the personnel of the 
services after the rebellion in Turkestan, 
and the present garrison is composed of 
3,000 Chinese troops and 1,000 Manchus. 
The Chinese were originally brought over 
from China Proper and are now anxious to 
return home after a long period of service. 
It is now proposed to restore the garrison 
to its former strength of 3,600, composed 
as follows :—1,000 Chinese drawn from 
Kansu, 1,600 men from the district of the 
Amur, and 1,000 Manchus. The Chinese 
from Kansu are to be accompanied by their 
wives and children, and are to be encour- 
aged to settle down in the place, which, 
from its fine soil and excellent climate, is 
considered to afford a good field for the 
establishment of a military colony. Each 
of the new comers is to receive in addition 
to the cost of his conveyance, which is to 
be defrayed by the local authorities, an 
allowance of Tls. 60 for maintenance and 
other travelling expenses. The cost of the 
whole establisment is in future to be Tls. 
200,000, including ammunition, forage, and 
equipments generally, which will be a saving 
of Tis, 10,000 on the previous expenditure. 
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TRIBUTE OFFERING. 

May 25th.—(1) Since the year 1878 the 
head of the K‘an-chii-ti (Kunjut) trike to 
the south of Sé-lé-k‘u-érh, (Serikul) has 
presented an annual tribute offering of an 
ounce and a half of gold dust, in return for 
which he has received a donation of two 
rolls of satin. The gold dust is forwarded 
to the Court of the Imperial Household, 
and the satin sent by the Governor of 
Chinese Turkestan. The latter now an- 
nounces the receipt of a report from Yuan 
Chiao-ling, the Taotai of Kashgar, stating 


; that Sai-pi-té-ai-li-nan, the present head of 


the tribe in question, had forwarded to him 
the tribute for the present year. 


PROGRESS OF WORKS AT YELLOW RIVER. 


(2) Li Hung-tsao, Li Ho-nien, and Ni 
Wén-wei present a joint report on the pro- 
gress that has been made towards closing 
the breach in the Yellow River during the 
fortnight ended 20th April last. The 
eastern embankment had been carried for- 
ward a distance of 27 chang, making a total 
leugth of 99 chang. Forty-six chang had 
been added to the western embankment, 
making its total length 196 chang. A 
sand bank has recently risen in front of the 
eastern embankment, which has greatly 
altered the current of theriver. The water 
at this place is some 35 feet in depth, and 
grave fears are entertained for the safety 
of the foundation. On the west side the 
water is only some 28 feet in depth, and 
fortunately the current is favourable. The 
memorialists promise to use all their en- 
deavours to have the work finished before 
the arrival of the summer freshets, but 
they cannot conceal their fears that success 
is by no means assured. 


ACCIDENTAL BURNING OF STACKS OF MILLER 
STALKS AT THE YELLOW RIVER. 


(3) In a postscript, the same memorialists 
report that a fire broke out among the 
stacks of millet stalks on the 25th of April 
last, and consumed seventeen of them before 
it could be extinguished. Fortunately the 
fire was prevented from spreading, other- 
wise it would have done great damage 
among the thickly grouped stacks. An 
expectant sub-prefect named Li Hsing, 
who had previously displayed great activity 
in carrying on the work, has for’ this act 
of negligence been stripped of his button 
but retained at his post on account of the 
difficulty of replacing him at the present 
time, and several other officers have been 
degraded and held responsible for making 
good the amount of the damage. 
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RETURN TO PEKING OF AN OFFICER WHO 
WAS ON HIS WAY TO TIBET. 


(4) Last autumn En Ch‘ang, a Secretary 
in the Mongolian Superintendency, started 
for service in Tibet, and reached Ch‘éng-tu 
in the last days of the year. The journey 
told so severely on his health that on his 
arrival there he was obliged to apply to the 
Viceroy for permission to return to Peking. 
An officer was sent to his residence to re- 
port on his condition and a doctor’s certiti- 
cate was obtained representing the necessity 
of his abandoning the journey. Under 
these circumstances the Viceroy authorised 
his return to Peking, and informed the 
Boards concerned of the step he had taken. 


SALVAGE REGULATIONS IN SHANTUNG. 

May 26th.—When the China Merchants’ 
steamer Pautah was wrecked and plundered 
last year off Shantung Promontory, the 
Governor of Shantung forwarded a report 
of the occurrence to the Throne. He at 
the same time stated that he was about to 
consult the Superintendent of Trade for the 
northern ports (the Viceroy Li) with regard 
to framing regulations for the prevention 
of such deplorable proceedirgs in future. 
He remarks that owing to the number of 
small islands and rocks on the Shantung 
coast the stranding of vessels there, especi- 
ally during fogs, is a matter which is con- 
stantly happening. The people on the 
coast are bold swimmers and good divers, 
and frequently bring up from under water 
things that have already sunk, for doing 
which no great fault can be found with 
them. But besides this, they often force 
their.way on to junks which have merely 
stranded and boldly plunder them. Some- 
times they even do not scruple to take life, 
if resistance be offered to them, and they 
break up the vessels to destroy the evidence 
of their crime. The shipwrecked people 
are strangers and are afraid to go to law, 
and therefore generally do not report che 
affair. The local authorities do not pay 
much attention ; and so the practice of 
wrecking has become a regular means of 
livelihood in several districts, and especially 
in that of Jung-ch‘eng Hsien. Indeed it is 
so prevalent that junks which have suffered 
damage, rather than run the risk of ap- 
proaching the shore, often prefer to keep at 
sea, with the result perhaps that they are 
lost with all hands. In the year 1876 the 
Tsung-li Yamén issued regulations for the 
protection of Chinese or foreign vessels in 
distress. A copy of them was communicat- 
ed to Ting Pao-chen. the then Governor 


of Shantung, who instructed the local : 


authorities to carry them out. The rules 
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indeed were excellent, being complete 
and comprehensive ; but they were ne- 
glected by the officials and have gradually 
fallen into disuse. By the Governor's in- 
structions, Sheng Taotai of Chefoo has now 
taken the rules and made such additions to 
them as altered times and circumstances 
seem to require. They have been consider- 
ed and approved in their new form by the 
Governor hipnself, as well as by the Viceroy 
Li Hung-chang ; and the Governor has now 
the honuur to submit a copy of them to the 
Emperor in hopes that His Majesty may be 
pleased to sanction them.—The Emperor’s 
Rescript approves the regulations and orders 
the Tsung-li Yamén to take note of them. 


PUNISHMENT OF A MAGISTRATE FOR 
REMISSNESS. 


May 27th.—(1) From a Memorial of the 
Governor of Shangtung it appears that some 
time ago a woman in Li-ching Hsien was 
murdered by some person unknown. Her 
son reported the case to the authorities, 
after which he disappeared and could not 
be found when wanted. Enquiries were 
instituted by the governor, regarding the 
affair, by which is was elicited that the son 
in question had never been a dutiful child, 
and though certain proof was wanting, still 
grave doubts existed whether he were not 
really the murderer of his mother. As the 
Acting Magistrate of the District failed to 
arrest the missing man, he was reported to 
the Throne for remissness in regard to the 
case ; and in consequence of an Imperial 
Decree charging the Board of Civil Oftice 
to determine what penalty should be 
inflicted on him, it was decided that he 
should lose one step ef rank, but be retained 
at his post. The step lost he was allowed 
to set off against an additional grade con- 
ferred previously. <A time limit was also 
fixed within which he must effect the arrest 
of the man who had disappeared. As the 
limit expired some time since without this 
having been done, and moreover the Acting 
Magistrate has recently been required to 
hand over charge of the District to the 
proper incumbent of the post, the governor 
feels bound to report him again for censure. 
-—In reply the Emperor’s Rescript orders 
that the Magistrate's name be again sub- 
mitted to the Board for the determination 
of a penalty. 

ORNAMENTS BROUGHT TO PEKING FROM THE 
PALACE AT JEHO. 

(2) The Comptroller of the Imperial 
Household at Jeho acknowledges the re- 
ceipt of a Decree that has been communi- 
cated to him, in which Her Majesty the 
Empress directs the immediate removal 
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to Peking of the ornaments and curiosities 
now lying in the Palace built at Jeho 
as a place of retreat from the summer 
heats. A list was at the same time 
forwarded to the Memorialist, in which the 
Empress had marked oft 2,312 articles as 
required to be sent. He was further in- 
structed that he need not forward any of 
the above articles which might happen to 
be injured, and, on the other hand, if any 
other ornaments in his charge were of good 
enough quality to be used, he should send 
them as well. He has now inspected the 
articles required and has withdrawn from it 
all that are in any way imperfect, which 
latter will still be carefully preserved at 
Jeho. He has further selected 261 other 
ornaments which are worthy of being used. 
He has caused the whole amount to be 
packed in boxes and has delivered them to 
_ the officers sent to convey them to Peking. 
[Norr.—These articles are doubtless re- 
quired for the decoration of the new palace 
prepared as the future residence of the 
Empress Dowager. | 
May 28th.—No documents of interest. 
CANTON BANKERS TAXED FOR YELLOW RIVER. 
May 29th.—As 
noticed in the translations of the Peking 
Gazette, the Government has endeavoured 
to raise funds for the Yellow River works 
by abolishing camp followers and by collect- 
ing contributions from salt merchants, 
awnbrokers, and banking houses. The 
iceroy at Canton now reports that the 
annual pawnbroker’s fee in his province is 
Tls. 5, so that the twenty years’ fees which 
the pawnshops are required to advance 
will amount to Tls. 100 each. The Board 
of Revenue considers that the exchange 
bankers, being wealthy firms, they can be 
desired to pay down a sum of Tis. 600. 


The Viceroy has caused enquiries to be | 
made and finds that there are only eight of | 


these firms in the city of Canton, and that 
there are none established anywhere else 
in the province. 
question have already paid the amount 
demanded. 


EMPEROR PRAYS FOR RAIN. 


May 30th.—(1) The crops in the neigh- 
bourhood of Peking being in great want of 
rain, of which very little has fallen since 
the beginning of summer, the Emperor 
announces that on the 2nd of June he will 
proceed in person to the temple known as 
the Ta Kao Tien and will offer incense 
there. He also deputes officers of high 
rank to perform the same ceremony at the 
other temples to which it is the custom to 
have recourse on such occasions. 
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APPOINTMENT, 

(2) Wang Yii-tsao is appointed Provin- 
cial Treasurer for Shantung in the place of 
Ch‘ung-pao, who is permitted to retire from 
the public service on the ground of ill- 
health. 


BANK OF YUNG-TING RIVER REPAIRED. 


(3) Last July or August a very serious 
flood was occasioned by a breach in the 
bank of the ‘* seventh section” of the Yung- 
ting or Hun Ho River, which comes down 
to Tientsin from the north-west of Peking. 
The officials responsible were reported for 
censure ; and there was some discussion as 
to what would be the best means of dealing 
with the matter. The Viceroy Li Hung- 
chang now presents a memorial announciug 
that the river bank has been thoroughly 
repaired. The country adjoining it is 
free from water and protected from danger, 
so that the country folk can sow their 
autumn crops. The Viceroy considers 
that the rapidity with which the work was 
completed does great credit to the ofticers 
coucerned, and he requests that reway;ds 
may be conferred upon them. The distance 
for which the embankment was washed 
away was more than two thousand feet, 
and the water had excavated a hole for 
itself twenty feet in depth. Alsu on account 
of the silting of the river bed it was neces- 
sary to cut a conducting canal in it for a 
distance of twenty-four or twenty-five 
miles; and this meant the removal of 
ninety million cubic feet of earth. The 
task was all the more difficult, because 
much of the ground through which the 
channel was carried consisted of moving 
quick-sands. In spite of all these difficul- 
ties the breach was finally closed within two 
months from the day when the work was 
first taken in hand. 

APPOINTMENTS. 

May 31st.—(1) Wang Chih-ch‘un is trans- 
ferred to the Provincial Chief Justiceship 
of Kuangtung. 

(2) Liao Shou-feng is transferred to the 
Provincial Chief Justiceship of Chékiang. 

(8) Yeh Yung-yuan is appointed Pro- 
vincial Chief Justice for Kueichow. 


CANTON. FLOODS IN THE EAST RIVER. 


The Viceroy and the Governor at Canton 
state that, rain having fallen there without 
intermission for several days during the 
latter half of March, they were apprehensive 
that the embankments of the West and 
North Rivers might be in danger, and 
therefore sent officers to assist the local 
authorities in strengthening them as might 
be required. Contrary, however, to the 
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expectation of. the Memorialists, affairs 
were much more serious on the East River 
than on the two others, the water there 
rising from ten to twenty feet. On the 
13th of April the Prefect of Hui-chou Fu 
reported the occurrence of a terrible in- 
undation. Public offices and private houses 
in both town and country were alike flood- 
ed. An officer was immediately despatched 
by steamer to aid the local authorities in 
relieving distress. Soon afterwards news 
arrived that the embankment at the town of 
Fulung in the district of Tung-kuan had 
been broken through, and some scores of 
villages were under water; and lower down 
stream at Shih-lung (Shek-loong) the poor 
people had taken refuge on their house- 
tops, where they were in a state of 
extreme danger. The Memorialists at 
once despatched a number of steamers and 
launches, carrying officers provided with 
money to relieve distress, and towing native 
boats to be used in transporting the people 
to places of safety. On the 16th of April 


the Governor himself started for the scene | 


of the disaster, and ascended the river as 
far as Hui-chou Fu. 
Tung-kuan, Po-lo, and Kuei-shan, through 
which he passed, the embankments had 
given way in many places, and the country 
looked like a wide sea. 
had been caused by the breaking of the 
Fu-lung embankment, which was as high 
as the city walls, and had stood unharmed 
for more than a hundred years. Ordina- 
rily the East River has only five feet of 
water, and even light-draught launches can- 
not pass beyond Shih-lung. Now, however, 
it has been converted into a roaring torrent 
over twenty feet deep, and stretching as 
far as the eye could reach. In Hui-chou 
Fu itself the water had fallen a couple of 
feet, but still much remained. Outside 
the town it came half way up the doors of 
the houses, but not many buildings had 
fallen. The greater part, however, of the 
grain stores of the people had been carried 
away, and the sugar which forms the chief 
staple of the region had disappeared in the 
tide. Under the Governor’s superinten- 
dence soup-kitchens were established and 
supplies of rice fetched from Canton, so 
that food might be within the reach of 
everyone. 

Next, a report came from Ho-yuan Hsien, 
further east. Inside the city there were 
ten feet of water. The houses on the river 
bank were immersed up to their eaves, and 
in some cases even the roof-tops were buried. 
The authorities were busy instituting relief- 
stations, or ferrying people across and plac- 
ing them for safety on the city walls, thoug 
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the walls themselves had been washed down 
in places. 

There are two rivers at Ho-yuan Hsien. 
The larger, and more easterly one, comes 
down from Kiangsi, and has two principal 
branches which juin together above the 
town of Lung-ch‘uan. The smaller one 
drains the country to the north and west 
and runs into the larger just to the north 
of Ho-yuan. Torrents of rain fell without 
stopping from the 6th to the 9th April. 
Both rivers were in flood at once, and their 
contents could not escape quickly enough. 
The water therefore spread out right and 
left all along the river’s course of 280 li 
from Hui-chou Fu; and below Hui-chou 
on the 9th and 10th there was a rise of 
more than twenty feet, after which the 
renewal of fine weather brought a slight 
fall. No news has yet been received from 
the country up stream from Ho-yuan, so 
that it is not known how it has fared. 

Having despatched relief to Ho-yuan, 
the Governor hurried back to Canton on 
the 18th of April to consult wlth his col- 
league the Viceroy. As a preliminary step 
two thousand piculs of rice were bought 
at Canton and despatched for immediate 
use, one-half to the towns up stream and 
the other to those lower down. Arrange- 
ments were also made for the purchase uf 
ten thousand piculs in Hongkong, to be 
sent up country for sale at cost price. As 
soon as the exact details can be ascertained, 
comprehensive measures will be taken to 
repair the damage and relieve the suf- 
ferers. 

On the North River it was reported from 
Ying-té that the water had risen thirty feet 
and more; both inside and outside the 
town the houses were flooded, and till the 
11th April no despatches could be sent. 
It was not yet possible to go about and 
gather particulars. At Fo-kang, Ch‘ing- 
yuan, and San-shui the water was so high 
that there was serious fear of the embank- 
ments giving way in places. After sending 
orders in the first instance, the Viceroy 
himself started for the North River and 
superintended the efforts of the officials 
and gentry in repairing and strengthening 
the weak places. 

From the Swatow district General Fang 
Yao reported an extraordinary freshet 
above Ch‘ao-chou Fu, as great as that of 
the year 1864. The embankments near the 
city had held out, with the exception of a 
slight overflow on the east side and no 
serious accident had happened. The great 
Hai-yang river wall is the sole protection 
of Ch‘ao-chou Fu. It was repaired last 
year by public contributions and was in- 
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spected by the Viceroy in the winter, at 
the time of his visit to the coast ports, when 
he found it in a very satisfactory condition ; 
but as the work is newly executed and 
hitherto untried, he has sent orders that 
no pains must be spared in watching and 
strengthening it. 

On the West River fortunately all has 
gone well, so that the country has been 
spared the great calamity that must have 
occurred had that river been in flood simul- 
taneously with the others. 

Finally the Memorialists report that on 
the 18th of April the weather was fine at 
Hui-chou, as was also the case on the 19th 
and 20th at Canton. If the water subsides 
quickly the people will be able to plant 
their crops and there will be no reason to 
apprehend a famine.—The Emperor’s Re- 
script orders the Memorialists to take 
immediate steps for relieving the distress 
of the sufferers and repairing the broken 
embankments. 


CASH FOR PEKING FROM FOOCHOW. 


June Ist.—The Foochow Government is 
among those which have been ordered to 
furnish a supply of cash for the use of 
Peking. As the furnaces for casting cash 
are limited in number at Foochow, and the 
money was ordered to be forwarded without 
delay, the Governor-General there obtained 
permission to send a certain portion of his 
quota in old cash instead of in new ones. 
He now announces the despatch of the 
ninth instalment furnished by him, consist- 
ing of 20,000 strings of new cash, cast by 
the Government mints at Foochow, and of 
the tenth instalment, consisting of 60,000 
strings of old cash, purchased in Shanghai, 
Ch‘ing-chiang Pu, and those parts. The 
money has in both cases been shipped by 
steamer and is insured. 

YELLOW RIVER. REPAIRS TO. 


June 2nd.—(1) The Acting Director- 
General of the Yellow River, Li Ho-nien, 
reports the instructions which he issued in 
consequence of the ‘‘ peach-freshets.” He 
remarks that the two periods of the year 
during which work can be proceeded with 
and the banks renewed, are summer and 
autumn. On the approach of the ‘‘ peach- 
freshets” the volume of the water is in- 
creased, and it becomes imperative to take 
measures in advance for the preservation 
of the banks. Ever since the unfortunate 
disaster at Chéng-chow the lower reaches 
of the river have been left dry, but 
although this is the case, there are a con- 
siderable number of places where repairs 
must neverthelesss be effected. He has, 
therefore, issued stringent 
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instructions : 


to the officials at these places order- 
ing them to make good any breaches 
or ravages that may be found in the 
banks; the utmost care is to be exercised 
and the work on no account scamped, 
although at the same time no unnecessary 
outlay is to be incurred. The repairs to 
the breach in the bank at Chéng-chow 
approach completion, and steps should 
therefore be taken to lay in a supply of 
materials for the construction of the dykes 
and embankments. The Director-General 
has already ordered the river authorities to 
make all haste to purchase millet stalks and 
have them stacked, knowing that when- 
ever extensive operations are about to 
be undertaken, materials are found to be 
scarce and the price enhanced, making it 
a matter of difficulty to effect purchases, 
and he is glad to note that apparent pro- 
gress has been made. The repairs to the 
banks at the different stations are im- 
portant, but still more important is the 
strengthening of the embankments along 
the main branch of the river. Hereafter, 
when the Yellow River resumes its old 
course, particular attention must be paid 


| to the bends where the risk of damage is 


considerable. The ‘‘Peach-freshets” lasted 
from the 23rd day of the 2nd moon, the 


| Ch‘ing-ming Chich, to the 13th day of the 


3rd moon when they terminated, and the 
work along the upper reaches of the river 
which had been completed proved to be of 
a solid and substantial character. The 
seasons this year have fallen earlier than 
usual, and already the ‘“‘spring freshets” 
are at hand, and the river is rising slowly 
but steadily. Instructions have accordingly 
been issued to the river officials to make 
arrangements for the continuous progress 
of the work. 


CONTRIBUTION IN AID OF THE WORKS ON 
THE YELLOW RIVER. 

(2) Li Ho-nien reports having received 
2,000lbs. of hemp from the Expectant 
Sub-Prefect, Huang Wang-lang, who has 
made the contribution in aid of the repairs 
of the breach in the Yellow River. Memo- 
rialist remarks that the value of the hemp, 
which is to be applied for the repairs of the 
Eastern embankment, has been estimated 
at Tls. 1,200, and this brings Huang Wang- 
lang into the category of those who accord- 
ing to regulation are entitled to the bestowal 
of an honorary distinction and the usual 
inscription, Although it is the wish of the 
donor that no notice should be taken of his 
action, Memorialist is of opinion that the 
high-minded and noble sentiments which 
actuated his mother on her death bed, and 


made her commiserate the sufferings of the 
poor people of Honan and Anhui, should not 
be disregarded, and he therefore requests 
that His Majesty may be pleased to confer 
on her a mark of his favour.-—Sanctioned 
by Rescript. ; 

LI HAN-CHANG SEEKS AUDIENCE. 

(3) Tséng Kuo-ch‘iian forwards an appli- 
eation from Li Han-chang, formerly Gover- 
nor-General of Hu-kwang. During the 12th 
month of the 10th year of Kwang-hsii the 
applicant suffered from a severe cold which 
prevented him from proceeding to Peking. 
On the completion of his mourning for his 
mother, he forwarded a request through the 
Acting Governor of Anhui, Lu Shih-chieh, 
praying for an extension of leave in order 
to recruit his health, and begying that he 
might be allowed to have audience of His 
Majesty as soou as he was stiong enough 
to undertake the journey. ‘Io this Memo- 
rial a rescript sanctioning his request was 
received which seemed like a voice from 
heaven and left him powerless to express 
his gratitude. He has remained in his 

‘native place ever since nursing himself, 
and now that he finds himself restored to 
health he remembers the many favours gra- 
ciously bestowed upon him by His Majesty, 
and feels it his duty to exert himself again 
in his country’s cause. He therefore pro- 
poses to start for Peking immediately, and 
asks Memorialist to report his intention to 
the Throne. 


APPOINTMENTS. 


June 3rd.—(1) ‘‘En Li is gazetted Taotai 
of the Tso Chiang Circuit in Kuangsi. Po 
Tung-a is appointed Lieutenant-General at 
Merguen. ‘The Governor vf Shansi is to 
select from all the prefects in the province 
an ofticer capable of filling the pust of 
Prefect at Hsi-an Fu, and the post then 
vacant is to be filled by Ho ‘‘Erh-ch‘ang. 


APPLICATION FOR AN INCREASE OF SALARY 
FROM THE LIEUTENANT-GENERAL OF 
LIANG CHOU. 


(2) The Lieutenant-General of Liang 
Chou receives the following yearly allow- 
ances:—Tls. 800 as anti-extortion money, 
Tis. 155 salary, Tis. 143.8 to supply rations 
for his troups, and Tls. 399.3 to provide 
fudder for the cavalry horses. Under ex- 
isting arrangements only the anti-extortion 
money is issued in full, while a reduction 
of 30 per cent. is made on all the other 
payments, thus reducing the total to Ts. 
1,280, a sum less than the annual expendi- 
ture of an Intendancy or Prefecture. Liang 
Chou being situated on the borders of the 
Empire the price of necessaries there is 
double of what it is in other parts of China, 
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and the lieutenant-general, being obliged 





to keep up a separate establishment and 
considerable state, his expenditure is pro- 
portionately large. The applicant has held 
the post for several years, and although he 
is of strictly economical habits he has been 
unavoidably involved in financial embar- 
rassments. From a Memorial that appeared 
in the Gazette last autumn he learned that 
the Tartar General at Ning-hsia had ob- 
tained Imperial sanction for an increase to 
his allowance, in accordance with the pre- 
cedent established at Ch‘éng-tu. The 
Memorialist observes also that the income 
of the post at Liang Chou is considerably 
less than that at Ning-hsia, while the ex- 
penditure is greater; a fact which must be 
well known to His Majesty. He therefore 
asks that his yearly allowance be increased 
by Tls. 1,000, and that the Governor- 
General of the Shankan provinces may be 
authorised to issue him the increased amount 
from the beginning of the present year.— 
Rescript: Referred to the consideration of 
the board concerned. 


THE GENERAL TESTIMONY OF WITNESSES 
ACCEPTED IN LIEU OF A CONFESSION 
BY PRISONER. 


(3) The following case is reported from 
Chékiang. Wang Hsiu-wén and Hii 
Tso-lin, two graduates, one literary and 
one military, were natives of the Hsiao- 
shan district in that province, both of whoin 
had been stripped of their degrees. They 
became close confederates and made them- 
selves the terror of the country by promo- 
ting litigation and engaging in fraudulent 
practices, and were known to the people 
by the nicknames of the Black and White 
men. The following will serve as specimens 
of their doings. A graduate named Tung 
Ching-hui was part proprietor of a rice 
shop. One of his partners named Cho Lan- 
shéng happening to die of an infections 
disease, Tung through sympathy with the 
poverty of his family contributed to the 
expenses of his funeral. The two men 
induced the wife of the deceased to 
bring a false accusation against Tung of 
having killed her husband, and so in- 
timidated the latter that he gave them 
$280 to avoid further trouble. The sister- 
in-law of Wang Hsiu-wén haying died he 
buried her in the cemetery of a distant 
relative naned Wang Kuan-lan. The latter 
having expostulated with him, and receiv- 
ing only abuse, brought an action in the 
local court, but the defendant escaped by 
producing the title-deeds of the cemetery 
which his wife had stolen at his instigation. 
Though there was a mass of oral and some 
documentary evidence to prove these and 
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other crimes, the two men persistently re- 
fused to confess their guilt. The law on 
the subject is, that where a criminal, whose 
punishment, if found guilty, would be at 
least banishment in the lower degree, per- 
sistently refuses to confess, he may he con- 
victed on the unanimous testimony of wit- 
nesses, his sentence being submitted for 
confirmation by the Throne. This course 
has been followed in the present instance, 
and the prisoners have under another 
statute, been sentenced to banishment in 
an unhealthy distriet on the borders of 
Yiimnan and the Two Kuang provinces. 


REVENUE COLLECTED BY THE SUPERINTEN- 
DENT OF LIVE STOCK AND HOUSE DUTY FOR 
THE EASTERN DIVISION OF PEKING. 

June 4th.—(1) Yen Ching Ming and his 
colleagues in the Board of Revenue submit 
a Report, giving their decision on the 
question which had been referred to them 
respecting the deficit in the above collection 
during Sung-shén’s year of oftice, which 
terminated on the 24th March last. The 
amount collected on live cattle during 
the period in question was Tls. 20,809.9.2 ; 
as house duty, Tls. 2,078.5.8. The re- 
gular assessment is fixed at Tls. 10.008, 
and the surplus assessment at Tls. 18,000, 
The former has been duly collected, 
but there is a deficit in the latter of 
Tis, 13,343.3.2. This is due to a variety 
of causes. Pigs, sheep and horses are 
the chief sources of revenue. The pigs 
come from the districts to the East of 
Peking, and the supply has fallen off 
owing to the poverty of the people. The 
horses and sheepcome mostly from Mongolia 
where there was a pestilence last year ; 
while the heavy rains, the unsettled state 
of the money market, and the fluctuations 
in exchange lessened the supply from other 
parts. The prohibition of the sale of horses 
in Peking had also an unfavourable in- 
fluence in the Revenue. The deficit is less 
this year than in some previous ones, and 
in accordance with established precedents 
the Collector will be only called upon to 
make good 45 per cent. of the amount, or 
Tis. 6,004,4.9.4, which is to be paid in 
instalments within a period of three years 
to the office of the Privy Purse. 

(2) A similar report on the deficit in the 
amount cellected by the Superintendent of 
the Live Stock and House duty for the 
western division of Peking during the 
same period. His total collection was Ts. 
20,449, 9.3 composed of the following items : 
—Tls. 18,278.1.3.3 as duty on live stock ; 
Tls. 40 as additional levy on animals from 
the Western Hills, and Tis. 2,131.7.9.7 as 
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house duty. The regular assessment is Tls. 
10,005 and the suplementary one is Ts. 
7,321.4. The deficit in the collection of 
the latter amounts to Tls. 5,281.7.4.9 and 
is explained by the same causes as those 
detailed in the previous Memorial. 45 per 
cent. of this to be remitted and the re- 
mainder, Tis. 2,904.3.62, is to be made 
good by the collector within a period of 
two years. 
RETURN OF CHANG P‘EI-LUN TO PEKING. 


June 5th.—(1) In a Memorial presented 
by the otticers in charge of the postal service, 
it is stated that officers who have been 
sentenced to a term of banishment for 
misbehaviour should be released on the ex- 
piration of their sentence, provided they pay 
the requisite fee. They now report that 
Chang P‘ei-lun, a native of the Féng-jun 
district in Chihli, who was degraded while 
holding the oftice of Superintendent of the 
Foochow Arsenal, having served his period 
of three years, and paid the fee of Tis. 
1,591, is entitled to his release. This has 
been sanctioned by Imperial rescript, and 
Chang P‘ei-lun is at present residing in 
Peking. 

HOMICIDE RESULTING FROM A QUARREL 

ABOUT A BREAD PAN. 

(2) Chang Té-shéng, a native of Kansu, 
and another man of the same province 
named Téng Hai-yiin, took a farm some 
seven years ago which they occupied in 
common. The year before last owing to a 
bad harvest they ran short of funds, and 
dissolved their partnership. They made an 
equal division of all the cattle, horses, and 
agricultural implements, etc., one article 
only—a bread pan—being excepted, which, 
as their houses were close by, they agreed 
to use in common. One day, about a year 
ago, Chang Té-shéng went to his friend’s 
house to fetch the bread pan. ‘Ihe latter 
having gone out and locked up the pan in 
his house, Chang was obliged to return 
without it. The same evening Téng came 
across to Chang’s and sat down to have 
a talk. Chang had a small knife in his 
hand at the time, with which he was 
paring his pipe-shank. He took Téng to 
task for having locked up the bread pan, 
and complained that his dough had got sour 
and was unfit for use. T‘éng replied that 
he ought to have given notice beforehand, 
as he could not be expected to know that 
it was wanted. He was going away in a 
passion when Chang stopped him and con- 
tinued the altercation. Bitter recrimina- 
tion passed between them, and in the end 
Téng caught hold of Chang’s queue and 
pinned him fast to the ground; while in 
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this position, Chang dealt his assailant a 
fatal stab with the knife. The act was not 
a deliberate one as there was no previous 
ill-feeling between. the two men. The 
punishment for killing in a brawl, whether 
done by a kick, a blow of the fist or in any 
other way, is strangulation after the usual 
period of incarceration, and this sentence 
has been passed in the present case. 


SE-LENG-E ASSUMES OFFICE AS MILITARY 
GOVERNOR OF ILI. 
(1) Sé-leng-é, who was formerly Resident 
in Tibet, was appointed to the Military 
Governorship of Ili about eighteen months 


ago; he entered upon the duties of the | 


latter post on the 29th of March last, 
relieving Hsi-lun who has held the acting 
post for some time past. As soon as the 
latter shall have cleared off some outstand- 
ing business in Ili and have regained his 
health, he will resume his former post as 
Resident in Tarbagatai. 


ARRIVAL OF A TAOTAI IN YUNNAN. 


(2) The Governor-General of the Yin- 
kuei provinces announces that the newly 
appointed Taotai of the Lin An K‘ai Kuang 
Circuit, T‘ang Shou-ming, reported himself 
for duty on the 24th of April last, and 
that he has been provided with a seal of 
office to enable him to undertake the 
charge of tho new post. Arrangements are 
also being made for the establishment of a 
Custom-house to levy duties under treaty. 


PROGRESS OF WORKS AT YELLOW RIVER. 

(3) Li Hung-tsao, Li Ho-nien, and Ni 
Wén-wei present a joint Memorial, report- 
ing the progress that has been made with 
the works at the Yellow River during the 
past fortnight. The Eastern embankment 
has been extended a distance of 35 chang, 
which makes a total length of 130 chang, 
and 31 chang have been added to the Wes- 
tern embankment, increasing its length to 
228 chang. The water at both embank- 
ments is from 32 to 36 feet in depth, and 
is running with a very violent current. 
The work has been pressed on both night 
-and day, but so far, only three-fifths of 
it have been completed, and the summer 
freshets are at hand. In the rescript ap- 
pended to this Memorial the Emperor re- 
marks that the distance completed during the 
last fortnight is less by 10 chang than during 
the previous period, and although this is 
doubtless due to the violence of the current, 
still his His Majesty expresses a hope that 
in view of the near approach of the summer 
freshets the work will be pressed on with 
all energy to a speedy completion. 
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RETURN OF FANG YaO TO CANTON. 


(4) Fang Yao, the naval Commander-in- 
Chief at Canton, who was recently at Peking 
where he had twice audience of the Em- 
peror, reports his return to Canton where 
he has taken over charge of his post from 
Wang Hsiao-ch‘i, the Brigadier-General at 
Pakhoi, who held the acting appointment 
during his absence. 


DEATH OF SHAN CH‘ING, 


June 7th.—(1) Imperial Decree. —Shan 
Ch‘ing, the Tartar General of Foochow, 
was a man of long experience and great 
ability, endowed with a loyal and brave 
disposition. During the two preceding 
reigns he performed conspicuous services 
in the field, fighting against the rebels in 
Chihli, Honan, Anhui, Hupei, Shantung 
and other provinces, and was victorious on 
every occasion, one of his greatest feats 
being the extermination of the rebel band 
under the leadership of Liu K‘uei. He 
successively held the appointment of De- 
puty Lieutenant General at Hangchow, 
Tartar General at Hangchow, Ninghsia, 
and Nanking, Lieutenant-General of the 
Plain Red Banner, with part control over 
the Peking Field Force, and assistant Lord 
of the Admiralty, in all of which posts he 
showed much capacity and earnest devotion 
toduty. Last year he was appointed Tartar 
General at Foochow, and during his short 
incumbency of that office, he spared no 
pains in re-organising and drilling the 
troops. We had hoped that he would 
enjoy a long life, and that we might 
long have the benefit of his services. We 
have received with great surprise and the 
deepest sorrow the unexpected news of his 
death. We therefore are pleased to bestow 
upon him the posthumous honours accorded 
to a General dying in active service, and as 
a special favour we grant him an honorary 
title and remit all the penalties incurred 
during his career. We authorise the trea- 
surer at Foochow to issue Tis. 1,000 as a 
centribution towards his funeral expenses, 
and order that suitable preparations may 
be made by all the officials on the way for 
the conveyance in proper state of his re- 
mains to Peking. Permission is also given 
for the celebration of the obsequies within 
the city, and the Court Historian’s office is 
to be furnished with materials for the com- 
pilation of a biography embracing 4 full 
record of his military career. His son I-li- 
pu, who is at present an officer of the 
Guards of the Fourth Class, is to be advanc- 
ed to the Second Class, and his other two 
sons Pa-k ‘o-t‘an-pu and To-lun-pu are to be 
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presented at Court as soon as they arrive 
at years of maturity. 


APPOINTMENTS. 


(2) Hsi-yuan is appointed Tartar-General 
at Foochow ; Ch‘ang-shun, Military-Gov- 
ernor of Kirin ; Ting-an, Lieutenant-Gen- 
eral of the Plain White Banner. The 
latter is, at present, absent on a special 
mmission and until his return Kuo-lé-inin is 
to act in his stead. Kung-t‘ang is gazetted 
Military Governor of Hei Lung Chiang. 


SUBSCRIPTION TOWARDS RELIEF OF 
DISTRESS IN HONAN. 


(3) The Governor of Honan reports that 
Li Chén-yii, an Expectant Taotai of seventy» 
five years of age, who was degraded some 
few years ago, recently contributed 20,000 
wadded garments towards the relief of the 
sufferers by the Yellow River floods in 
Honan. Taking them at the valuation of 
tael one per pair, this would represent a 
money value of Tls. 10,000, and though 
the donor disclaimed all intention of solicit- 
ing any reward for his act, the Governor 
suggests that he should be restored to his 
former rank, to which the Throne has been 
pleased to accede. 


FURTHER SUBSCRIPTION TO YELLOW RIVER 
FUND. 


June 8th.—(1) The same writer reports 
that Liang-Chiin, who was recently de- 
graded while holding office as Prefect at 
Wuchou Fu, has contributed Tls. 10,000 
for the relief of the distress in Honan, of 
which province he himself is a native, and 
recommends that he should be restored to 
his former rank, which has been sanctioned 
by Imperial Rescript. 


MURDER AT HANGCHOW. 

The Tartar General at Hangchow re- 
ports the assassination of one of his soldiers 
under the following circumstances. The 
soldier had a Shantung man employed as a 
servant iu his family, who was dismissed 
last year for bad conduct, and bore a grudge 
against his master in consequence. One 
day when the Tartar quarter of the city was 
comparatively empty owing to the absence 
of most of the troops on drill, he came 
armed to the house and stabbed his former 
master in several places. The wife of the 
latter ran to her husband’s assistance and 
was also fatally stabbed. Both died shortly 
afterwards, and though search for the mur- 
derer has been made everywhere, he has, as 
yet, escaped detection. 


REDUCTION OF RELIEF WORKS IN HONAN. 


(3) Last year the Governor of Honan 
enrolled a budy of 5,200 able-bodied re- 
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fugees, and employed them on work in 
connection with the Yellow River repairs. 
Two thousand six hundred of them, who 
were anxious to return to their homes, have 
been given four mace each for travelling 
expenses and allowed to dv so, while the 
remainder have been employed in carrying 
earth for the western embankment. The 
employment of these men had greatly re- 
duced the exorbitant rate of wages prevail- 
ing in the locality. 


INSUBORDINATION AMONGST WORKMEN AT 
THE YELLOW RIVER. 


(4) The same writer reports the occur- 
rence of a disturbance in connection with 
the dismissal of the relief workers. Some 
evil characters who had got amongst them 
reported that they were to receive each two 
months’ pay on being disbanded, and the 
story obtained credence among the men. 
When the roll was being called over and 
their pay was being issued, a dozen or so 
of strange and suspicious looking charac- 
ters with weapons secreted on their 
persons came forward and demanded 
the two months’ allowance, alleging that 
the Imperial bounty was being embez- 
zled by the officials. The position be 
coming critical, Tung Ming-li, the Com- 
mander of the troops, ordered his soldiers 
to fire into the air, and one man was un- 
fortunately killed by a spent bullet. The 
others made their escape. The man who 
was killed did not belong to the locality 
and so could not be identified, but from his 
dress and appearance he was taken to be a 
disbanded soldier. The rest of the work- 
men, being convinced of the deception that 
had been practised upon them were easily 
restored to order. 


CHANG YAO APPOINTD TO THE ADMIRALTY. 


June 9th.—By a special Decree of the 
Empress, Chang Yao, the Governor of 
Shantung, is given a seat on the Admiralty 
Board. 

[Nore.—This of course does not interfere 
with his retention of his present post. } 


PUBLIC RECOMMENDATION OF OFFICIALS. 


June 10th.—(1) The Governor of Hunan 
represents that when received in audience 
by Her Majesty the Empress four years 
ago, he proposed that he should follow the 
regulations issued in the reign of Tao 
Kuang and publicly recommend to the 
Imperial notice a limited number of officials 
who had shown themselves unusually me- 
ritorious in the administration of their 


district governments. This suggestion Her 


Majesty was pleased to sanction. The 
Memorialist now desires to call atten- 


tion to the good deserts of three officers. 
The first is named Li Shang-ching. He 
was some time since Magistrate of a district 
on the Kuangtung frontier, where the pre- 
servation of the public peace was extremely 
difficult on account of the turbulence and 
fierceness of the neighbouring Yao abori- 
gines in Kuangtung ; but by inducing the 
Chinese to treat the aborigines with justice 
and kindness, he succeeded in preventing 
conflicts and disorder. Later, when distress 
was caused by floods, he provided funds 
from his own resources for the relief of the 
people. Again, when a season of scarcity 
was caused by summer droughts, he col- 
lected contributions from the wealthy, by 
which means rice was sold for food at 
cost price. Secondly, Chou Chih-té, Ma- 
gistrate of Ming-hsiang, has distinguished 
himself by the ability and care he has 
shown in the administration of justice. 
In the district where he ruled, it had 
become a common practice, whenever a 
case of loss of life occurred, to extort black- 
mail from persons of means, by threaten- 
ing to bring them into the case either as 
offenders or witnesses. The Magistrate 
was able to put a stop to this by his 
practice of promptly attending to all such 
business, and personally conducting enqui- 
ries on the spot. Also he exhibited 


great strictness in closing gambling-houses - 


and opium dens, and in putting down afti- 
liated societies, as soon as he heard of their 
existence. Again, he was in the habit of 
going about among the people, in order to 
learn their troubles and difticulties. The 
inhabitants of the locality declare that it is 
very long since an officer equal to him has 
ruled over them. The third officer is 
named Chao I-chen. When the examina- 
tions took place and the literary men 
of Hunan were all gathered at the provin- 
cial capital, the Memorialist seized the 
opportunity to make enquiries concerning 


this gentleman. Those who were question- | 


ed, without exception declared him to be 
remarkable for his purity, diligence, and 
carefuluess. At Ch‘i-yang Hsien he estab- 
lished a college, and built granaries for the 
storing of food to prevent famine. At Ling- 
ling he displayed energy in the collection 
of taxes. He prevented abuses, opened 
receiving offices for the convenience of the 
public, and recovered money from defalca- 
tors. He induced the people to contribute 
to the founding of twenty free schools. 
During the hard times caused last year by 
drought, his relief measures prevented the 
occurrence of robberies. These three officers 
the Memorialist now proposes to send to 
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to the Emperor and await promotion.— 
Approved by Rescript. 


OFFICIAL DISMISSED FOR MISCONDUCT. 


(2) The Governor of Honan presents a 
series of grave charges against two Magis- 
trates named Sheng T‘ung and Ch‘eng 
Wen-ssii. The former of these, when col- 
lecting the money for the Yellow River 
relief fund, proposed to take Tls. 300 from 
the moneys of a charitable society in his 
district, and represent Tls. 100 as his own 
gift and Tls. 200 as the gift of the towns- 
people. As the society had been formed 
for the purpose of providing funds to enable 
pour candidates to compete at the provincial 
examinations, its manager, alicentiate named 
Ch‘en, refused to consent to this misuse of 
its money. Whereupon the Magistrate car- 
ried him off to prison and flogged him 
severely, in order to make him hand over 
the sum desired. - Also, last year the Me- 
morialist was ordered by the Emperor to 
ascertain whether the deceased Governor- 
General of Yiinnan, Liu Ch‘ing-yu, had 
left any descendants. As the deceased 
Governor-General had been a native of the 
district ruled by this Magistrate, the Me- 
morialist wrote officially to the Magistrate 
tu ask for the required information. No 
reply has ever been received, and the Me- 
morialist now learns that the Magistrate 
refuses to send in his report, unless he re- 
ceived a large sum from the persons inter- 
ested. The other Magistrate censured has 
caused great discontent by constantly in- 
flicting heavy fines without cause on suitors 
in his court. Last year, the niece by marriage 
of a friend of the Magistrate committed 
suicide by taking poison ; and another man 
endeavoured to make this occurrence a 
means of extorting money frum the uncle. 
Thereupon, the Magistrate, in order to 
favour his friend, applied for permission to 
execute the man upun the spot. An offence 
had been committed certainly, but the 
punishment was so out of proportion to it, 
that the Memorialist signitied his strong 
disapprobation, and directed the Chief 
Justice to determine some other penalty. 
Also the wife and the concubine of a former 
Brigadier General of Formosa had aquarrel, 
in which one struck the other and inflicted 
a slight injury. The Mayistrate made this 
the means of extorting a heavy bribe, by 
the threat that he must visit the house 
to hold an enquiry on the _ spot 
and then carry the two ladies off to his 
Yamén. By the Emperor’s Rescript both 
these officers are dismissed frum the public 
service, the latter without the possibility of 


Peking, in order that they may be presented | return to it. 
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APPOINTMENTS AT TIENTSIN. 

(3) The Customs Taotai at Tientsin has 
been promoted to the Chief Justiceship of 
Chihli, and is about to visit Peking to have 
audience of the Emperor. The Viceroy 
therefore proposes to appoint Fang Chiin- 
shih to be Acting Chief Justice for the 
time, and Liu Han-fang to be Acting Cus- 
toms Taotai. The latter officer is stated by 
the Viceroy to have had much experience 
in matters of coast defence, and to be 
thoroughly acpuainted with international 
business.—Approved. 

THEFT OF AMMUNITION. 

June 11th.—The Governor of Honan re- 
presents that one day last March, twenty- 
one cases of bullet lead were reported to 
have been stolen, the preceding night, 
from the military store at K‘ai-feng Fu. 
An inspection of the place was made, but no 
signs could be found of its having been 
broken into. Afterwards, money having 
been privately offered for information, a 
man was discovered who confessed to having 
bought eighty catties of lead from a petty 
officer. The purchaser and the seller of 
the lead, as well as the lieutenant in charge, 
who originally made the false report con- 
cerning the theft, have all been handed 
to the local authorities for trial. It is also 
requested that the Board of Punishments 
may determine what penalty should be in- 
flicted on the superior officer who was re- 
sponsible for the safe custody of the pro- 
perty stolen. 

YELLOW RIVER. FLOODS IN ANHUI. 

June 12th.—(1) The Governor of Anhui 
presents a Memorial describing the measures 
taken in his province for the relief of 
distress in the past, and for the prevention 
of disaster in the future, from the floods 
caused by the overflowing of the Yellow 
River. The public everywhere received 
with universal gratitude the announcement 
of the various acts of beneficence of the 
Emperor, namely, the application to charit- 
able purposes of the land-tax and customs 
receipts, and the remission of the summer 
land-tax in the flouded districts. Apart 
from the measures taken by the Prefect of 
Yingchow, the Memorialist himself sent 
officers in November to distribute relief, the 
Taotai of that partof the country did thesame 
afterwards, and the Shanghai Charitable 
Association did so, for the third time. By 
this means the sufferers were provided with 
food and clothing, and were enabled to 
repair their dwellings. The winter thus 
passed without any general suffering ; but 
the rapid exhaustion of the relief funds was 
a cause of grave anxiety for the future. 


Tn the prefectures specially affected by the - 
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floods there is not only a dearth of grain, 
but also a scarcity of cash, partly owing to 
the condition of affairs in Honan, where 
the exchange value of silver has fallen to a 
string of cash and one or two tenths. On 
this account the Memorialist ordered the 
Kiangsu Grain Tribute money to be partly 
employed in buying rice in Lu-chou and 
Liu-an, where it was cheap, and partly 
exchanged for cash in the country border- 
ing on the Yangtze, where money was 
plentiful. The magistrates in the adjacent 
districts were at the same time ordered to 
forward all the corn in their granaries, in 
order that it might be distributed forcharity, 
or used in payment of labour at the re- 
lief works. The districts which have suf- 
fered most severely are T‘ai-ho, Fou-yang, 
Ying-shang, Feng-t‘ai, and Huai-yuan, and 
in a less degree Shou Chou and Ko-yang. 
An enquiry conducted by a special com- 
mission has found four hundred and thirty 
or forty thousand persons in need of relief. 
A distribution of food has been commenced 
and will soon be completed, from two to 
four pints of the better grains and an addi- 
tional amount of coarser grain being given 
to each person. Where the distress is 
greatest the people flock eagerly to the 
relief works ; and even where it is less the 
poorer are very glad to be employed. In 
accordance with the popular wish the works 
in process of construction are embankments, 
or in one or two instances cuttings, instead 
of, as originally intended, receptables or 
reservoirs for flood water. The cost comes 
from the relief funds, but the carrying out 
of the work is entrusted to. the local 
authorities and gentry. The public peace 
was successfully maintained through the 
winter, but there was a little trouble from 
brigandage in the middle of April. Order 
however was speedily restored ; and the 
Memorialist can report the existence of 
complete tranquillity. But the future gives 
cause for great anxiety, as there is no news 
of the closing of the breach in the Yellow 
River bank, and the water in the rivers of 
Anhui is already within about four feet of 
its highest point last year. Therefore, as 
the funds in hand permit of it, boats and 
rafts are being constructed, and refuge 
places are being built of stone, in order that 
they may be ready in cases of need, and any 
other measures which seem likely to be of 
use will be undertaken as well.—The Em- 
peror, in his Rescript, while giving his ap- 
proval of what has been done, desires the 
Governor to pay special attention to mea- 
sures of precaution, as there is still no cer- 
tainty as to the closing of the Cheng Chou 
breach in the Yellow River. 
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RENDITION OF CHANG A-CHIH, REWARDS TO 
OFFICERS. 


(2) The Viceroy at Foochow requests 
that promotion may be granted to the 

_ ofticers who obtained the rendition of Chang 

A-chih and Chang Yeh from Hongkong. 

The Board of Civil Mffice had previously 

refused its consent to the application, be- 

cause the persons recovered were only two 
in number. The Viceroy now points out 
that, though he had only mentioned two 
names, still the number of offenders cap- 
tured in the same aftair was in reality 
twelve, all notorious criminals who were 
proved to have committed many acts, of 
piracy. The objection as to the smallness 
of the number therefore fell to the ground. 

Moreover the officers concerned had taken 

great trouble in conveying the prosecutors 

and witnesses to Hongkong, and in obtain- 
ing the delivery of the men.—Granted. 

June 13th and 14th.—No documents of 
interest. 

HONAN. AMMUNITION STOLEN, AND ALLEGED 
PECULATION AT YELLOW RIVER WORKS. 
June 15th.—(1) A certain Censer, Chou 

T‘ien-lin by name, reports that according 

to a private letter just received by a friend 

of his, one day last April a body of several 
hundred men broke into the powder ma- 
gazine or works at K‘ai-feng Fu, and 
carried off twenty-seven cases containing 
5,000 catties of gunpowder and sixty boxes 
of bullets. The Censor remarks on the 
seriousness of the affair, especially under 
present circumstances, and prays that mea- 
sures may be taken to deal with the case 
and to prevent such circumstances in future. 

He has also been informed that, at the 

Yellow River works, it has become a general 

practice for the paymasters to steal part of 

the labourers’ wages, the result, being that 
the men do not get enough to eat and are 
not willing to continue their work ; and 
consequently most injurious delays occur. 

This matter he also considers worthy of 

serious attention. The succeeding Memo- 

rial in the same day’s Gazette is a reply by 

the high authorities in Honan, to whom a 

copy of the Censcr’s complaint had been 

forwarded. They acknowledge that on the 
date mentioned by the Censor a robbery 
of bullets was reported from the military 
store. But, as they explained in another 

Memorial (which was published in the 

Gazette of the 11th instant), no trace could 

be found of the store’s having been broken 

into; a quantity of lead was certainly 
missing ; but enquiry having been made, it 
was found to have been sold clandestinely by 
one of: the petty officers employed at the 
place; and the parties concerned in the 
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theft had been committed for trial. A rob- 
bery by a large body of armed men, such 
as the Censor alleged to have taken place, 
could not have occurred without some traces 
being left, without the people in the neigh- 
bouring houses being alarmed, and without 
the affair becoming generally known. But. 
the most careful enquiries cannot find any 
person in the locality itself who has heard 
anything of it, and the story therefore 
may be dismissed as untrue. At the great 
river works at Cheng Chou a body of 
troops numbering about two thousand 
six hundred men has been stationed, part 
near one embankment, and part near the 
other ; and the neighbourhood for several: 
months has been perfectly free from dis- _ 
turbance. With regard to the complaint 
that the paymasters rob the labourers of 
part of their wages, the Memorialists 
acknowledge that the practice is most 
abominable if it exists. Seeing that the 
men employed, those carrying earth and 
those carrying millet-stalks, combined, are 
to be numbered by tens of thousands, it is 
impossible to avoid entrusting the duty of 
paying them to subordinate officers. These 
ofticers have been-selected with care and 
cautioned again and again ; but still it is 
impossible to guarantee that they are every 
one of them trustworthy. But as careful 
a watch as possible is kept over them, 
and if any one is caught misbehaving 
he is immediately dismissed from his post 
and severely punished. As to the state- 
ment that the men are not willing to 
continue their work, it is true that the 
men come and go as they like and are not 
hired for a lengthened period; but still 
from the first hour that the works began, 
continued as they are both night and day, 
there has never been wanting as large a 
number of labourers as can be employed, 
both willing and joyful to be engaged. 
The Memorialists will continue to keep 
strict watch and punish unsparingly anyone 
they may detect in peculation.—Rescript : 
Noted. 
PROGRESS OF WORK AT THE YELLOW RIVER. 
June 16th.—Li Hung-tsao, President of 
the Board of Ceremonies, Li Ho-nien, 
acting Director-General of the Yellow 
River, and Ni Wén-wei, the Governor of 
Honan, present a joint Memorial reporting 
the progress that had been made with the 
work of repairing the breach in the Yellow 
River during the fortnight ended the 20th 
May last. The eastern embankment had 
been extended for a distance of 38 chang, 
making its total length 168 chang, and 33 
chang had been added to the western 
embankment which had now attained a 
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total length of 261 chang. In referring 
to the dissatisfaction with which their last 
report had been received by the Throne, the 
writers explain that the difficulties of the 
work have been greatly enhanced of late. 
During the early months of the year the 
freshets offered no serious obstacle, materials 
were plentiful, and everything was so 
favourable that it was fully expected the 
closure could be completed in the course of 
the fifth Chinese month. Since the begin- 
ning of summer, however, the vulume of 
the water has been greatly swollen by 
freshets, rapids have appeared in the 
middle of the river, and both embankments 
have been lashed by a strong current. 
The summer solstice is barely a month off, 
and over 180 chang of the breach still 
remain unclosed. This is equivalent to 
about 30 stages ; and were there a sufticient 
supply of materials ready at hand the work 
might possibly be completed in time by 
pressing on both night and day. About 
1,500 or 1,600 stacks of millet stalks are 
still required, and the amount in stock is 
very far short of that. The supply in the 
neighbourhood is entirely exhausted, and 
farmers are so busy with their crops that 
carts cannot be got to bring them from a 
distance. The work is, however, so near 
completion that it cannot be dropped at its 
present stage. The Imperial Rescript ap- 
proves the sentiment of the Memorialists 
respecting the impossibility of stopping the 
work, and directs them to take steps for 
procuring materials and so insuring the 
speedy closure of the breach. 
MEMORIAL TEMPLES TO TSO TSUNG-T‘ANG AND 
LIU CH‘ANG-YU IN NAN CH‘ANG FU. 
June 17th.—The Governor of Kiangsi 
reports that he has received a petition from 
a number of retired officials, including Su 
Féng-wén, formerly Director-General of 
Grain Transport, Mei C‘hi-chao, Director- 
General of the Yellow River, Su Yen-ch‘un, 
Lieutenant-Governor of Yiinnan, and Hsii 
Chao-lan, a member of the Hanlin, praying 
for permission to erect a memorial temple 
to Tso Tsung-t‘ang and Liu Ch‘ang-yu in 
the capital of the province. Tso Tsung- 
t‘ang’s services to Kiangsi date from 
the year 1860, when, as an officer of the 
fourth rank, he undertook the manage- 
ment of the military affairs in the 
Two Kiang provinces. At that time 
the rebels from the Canton province had 
divided their forces into several large 
bodies, and were assailing Kiangsi in 
different directions. The soi-disant Chung 
Wang, Li Hsiu-ch‘éng, was investing Yi- 
shan, Kuang-féng, and Kuang Hsin ; while 
another division of the Canton rebels had 
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taken Hsing-an, Té-hsing and Wu-yuan. 
Tso Tsung-t‘ang led his troops into Kiang- 
si, retook the latter places, and in the 
following year fought three successful en- 
gagements against the self-styled Tu Wang, 
Huang Wén-chin, by which he re-captured 
Po-yang and five other district cities. Li 
Shih-hsien, or the so-called Shih Wang, 
broke through the besieging forces at 
Nanking, and with an army which was 
said to number 100,000 men and to 
cover a distance of 200 li, made a 
sudden descent upon Po-yang, Lé-p‘ing 
and Ching Té-chén and utterly defeated 
the Imperial forces at the latter place. Tso 
Tsung-t‘ang posted himself in the city of 
Lé-p‘ing, dug a moat round the walls, and, 
watching his opportunity, attacked every 
weak point of the enemy. He gained six 
victories in one month and took over 20,000 
heads. As he was pursuing the Shih Wang, 
the rebels from Chih-chou, under Liu Kuan- 
feng, again made an assault on Po-yang. 
The Governor-General, Tséng Kuo-fan, 
being convinced that if Po-yang were lost 
the whole province would be in danger, 
wrote with all haste to Tso to come to the 
rescue ; and it was mainly by his efforts that 
the rebels, who had firmly resolved to con- 
quer Kiangsi, were unable toget any hold on 
that province. In later years, when Tso 
Tsung-t‘ang was Governor-General at Nan- 
king, he apportioned Tls. 20,000 for the 
relief of distress in Kiangsi, and promoted 
the interests of the province by encouraging 
the people to grow trees for the conservancy 
of the river embankments. Liu Ch‘ang- 
yu’s services are considered equally deser- 
ving of being transmitted to posterity. In 
1853 he assisted the then Governor of 
Anhui, Chiang Chung-yuan, in repelling 
the attack upon Kiukiang. Some months 
later the rebels sallied out of Nanking in im- 
mense numbers, the whole river being hiden 
from view by their flags and banners, and 
proceeded to the assault of Nan-ch‘ang Fu. 
The people had enjoyed such a long period 
of peace that they were utterly panic- 
stricken at the sight. Liu Ch‘ang-yu broke 
through the rebel ranks, ascended the 
city wall, and talking up a position of 
defence, sent an urgent message to Hunan 
for assistance. The rebels tried every means 
of dislodging him, and sometimes in a single 
day battered down several chang of the city 
walls. He repaired the wall as soon as it 
was demolished, and, throwing explosive 
materials into the breaches to keep off 
the enemy, held the city for seven months 
until assistance arrived. For over ninety 
nights he lay with armour below his pillow 
sleeplessly awaiting the approach of dawn. 


On one occasion, during the year 1857, his 
ammunition had entirely failed, and his 
troops were so hard pressed by the enemy 
that he had his sword drawn to commit 
suicide, but was deterred from doing so by 
Liu K‘un-i, who was acting as his military 
secretary. Even to the present day the 
people are overcome with emotion when 
speaking of his victories and arduous ser- 
vices. 


RIOT IN SHANSI IN CONNECTION WITH THE 

ADDITIONAL leken LEVY ON NATIVE OPIUM. 

June 18th.—The district of Yuan-ch ‘i 
in Shansi borders upon the province of 
Honan, and is the seat of an extensive 
trade in native opium, which, on account of 
the facilities which the country offered 
for smuggling, had until recently usually 
escaped the payment of likin. In February, 
1887, the Acting Magistrate of the dis- 
trict received a copy of the new regulations 
issued by the Board of Revenue, which 
imposed a total levy of Tls. 45 per 
picul on native grown opium. He pub- 
lished a proclamation on the subject, and 
as the amount received in payment of the 
tax was inconsiderable, he established, with 
the assistance of some literary graduates, 
an office for the purpose of inspection. On 
the 16th of July last a festival was being 
celebrated in a'temple in the district city, 
and there was a large sale of native opium 
to snpply the wants of the crowds of people 
who attended it. The Increase of the tax 
had given rise to considerable discussion in 
the neighbourhood, and a military graduate 
named Chang Lin-chiao was especially loud 
in protesting against it. Taking advantage 
of the large assemblage of people, he con- 
ceived the idea of forming a party and 
making a demonstration at the Magis- 
trate’s yamén with a view to coercing 
him into granting an abatement of the 
tax. Seven of his friends having as- 
sented to this proposal, they collected 
a crowd of considerably over 100 peo- 
ple, and, bursting into the Magistrate’s 
‘yamén, demanded a reduction of the lekin. 
The Acting Magistrate, hearing the uproar, 
went into his court-house, and summoned a 
number of the ringleaders to ascertain the 
object of the demonstration. As they 
would not come forward he gave orders for 
their arrest, whereupon the crowd, becom- 
ing more violent, rushed into his public 
office. The Magistrate, seeing the critical 
nature of his position, retired into his inner 
apartment, where he was followed by the 
crowd, who commenced to pelt him with 
stones and beat him with their bludgeons, 
He received several severe wounds before 
the military arrived and dispersed the 
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mob. A most searching inquiry into 
the whole case was held, and it was proved 
that the disturbance was due entirely to 
the instigation of the military graduate, 
Chang Lin-chiao, who made his escape at 
the time and has not since been heard of. 
In the event of his being discovered he will 


be decapitated and his head exposed. Some | 


of the others surrendered to the Governor 
in person during one of his tours of inspec- 
tion, some delivered themselves up to the 
Ho-tung Taotai,-and others were given up 
by their friends, while a great number 
escaped to other provinces. Persons who, 
to the number of forty or fifty, on pretext 
of public business, assemble, enter, and 
make a disturbance in an official apart- 
ment .and maltreat an official, are, if 
accomplices, condemned to be strangled 
after the usual period of incarceration. 
Persons who have been forced to join 
in such unlawful assembly ‘receive 100 
blows. If they have submitted to justice, 
either of their own accord or through 
friends, the punishment is to be reduced 
by one degree. Three of the offenders 
have consequently been sentenced to re- 
ceive 100 blows and banishment to a dis- 
tance of 3,000 li, and the rest lighter sen- 
tences in proportion to the degree of their 
offence. The Magistrate is acquitted of 
having attempted to levy any unauthorised 
tax, but is to be handed over to the Board 
for the determination of a penalty for 
having failed to arrest the rioters. The 
levy of the additional lekin is to be con- 
tinued, and strong measures taken for 
the repression of smuggling. 

MURDER OF A FAMILY OF FOUR PERSONS IN 

SZECHUAN. 

June 19th.—The Governor-General of 
Szechuan, Li Ping-chang, reports the trial 
and execution of a man convicted of the 
murder of four persons of the same family 
at a place called Yung Ch‘iian. From the 
facts elicited at the trial it appears that the 
criminal, one Hsia Man, a farm labourer, 
went one day last March to a butcher’s 
shop and purchased a piece of salt beef, 
which he took home with him to cook. On 
his, way back to his house he was met by a 
neighbour, Ch‘ou Shéng-ch‘éng by name, a 
man with whom he had lived on terms of 
intimacy. It so happened, however, that 
this man had a piece of meat stolen from 
him, the same day, similar to the piece in 
Hsia Man’s possession, and he and his wife 
charged the latter with being the perpet- 
rator of the theft. Hsia Man was repelling 
the accusation when a brother of his, Hsia 
Jén-kuei, came upon the scene, and took 
upon himself to settle the dispute, advis- 
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ing Hsia Man to return home. He pro- 
posed to Chou Shéng-chéng, that they 
should go together to the butcher’s shop 
and find out the truth of the matter, 
but both he and his wife obstinately refused 
to do so, and abused Haia Jén-kuei for try- 
ing to cheat them. The woman seized a 
bamboo and struck him on the head, and 
the husband inflicted several wounds on his 
back with a knife. Hsia Jén-kuei then 
made his escape, but was pursued by Chou 
Shéng-chéng and his wife, and Hsia Man 
seeing this hastened to his brother’s assist- 
ance. He succeeded in depriving the hus- 
band of his knife, and threw him to the 
ground, but the wife continued to offer 
resistance with a bamboo. Hsia Man de- 
fended himself with the knife, and in the 
melée the woman received several stabs. 
Seeing them both down and cursing and 
railing his father and mother and vowing 
vengeance when they should have reco- 
vered, Hsia Man became incensed with 
rage, and the idea entered his brain that 
he should kill them both. He was in the 
act of carrying out his fiendish design 
when Chou Shéng-ch‘éng’s two children, 
one a boy and the other a girl, rushed to 
the shop and endeavoured to appease his 
wrath. This, however, sou enraged the 
latter that he resolved to kill them also, 
and left them bleeding on the road side. 
A man named Ts‘ai Hsing-fa was a witness 
to the crime, but was powerless to interfere 
or prevent the murder ; however, he sum- 
moned the headman of the district and 
together with him effected the arrest of the 
criminal. It was then discovered that Chou 
Shéng-ch‘éng, his wife and two children 
had succumbed to the injuries they had 
received. The brother of the murdered 
man was then informed, and the case 
eventually came before the Governor- 
General on a report from the Provincial 
Judge and Prefect of Ch‘éng-tu, who had 
already passed sentence upon the murderer. 
According to statute law, any person guilty 
of killing three persons of one family who 
have not committed any capital offence shall 
be adjudged worthy of death by slicing (ling- 
chih), and in this instance, the case being 
of an aggravated character, orders were 
at once given to the Provincial Judge and 
the General commanding the district to 
have the sentence carried out and the head 
of the criminal forwarded to the scene of 
the murder to be placed on a pole as a 
warning to evildoers. The criminal was 
not a married man and leaves no family ; 
he was a farm labourer living in a hired 
house, and possessed nothing of value to 
compensate the relations of his victims. 
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The Governor-General remarks that Hsia 
Jén-kuei interfered in the dispute between 
his brother and Chou Shéng-ch‘éng solely 
with a view of bringing about an amicable 
arrangement of the dispute, and that when 
he was attacked, instead of defending 
himself, he made his escape. He must 
therefore, he held free from all blame. 
The attack, however, which Chou Shéng- 
ch‘éng and his wife made upon him render- 
ed them liable to punishment, but as they 
are already dead there is no occasion to 
consider the matter further, neither is 
there any need to discuss the case of Ts‘ai 
Hsing-fa who, it was clearly proved at the 
trial, was merely an on-looker without any 
means of rendering assistance. Instructions 
have been issued to have the bodies interred, 
and the knife with which the murder was 
committed has been returned to the Ma- 
gistrate to be melted down.—Case referred 
to the Board of Punishments by Rescript. 


RISING AMONGST THE LOLOS OF SZECHUAN. 


June 20th.-—The Tartar General at Ch ‘éng- 
tu Fu and the Viceroy of Szechuan report 
the steps which they have taken to suppress 
an insurrection amongst the Lolos of the 
country adjoining the districts of Lei-po, 
P‘ing-shan, and the Sub-prefecture of Ma- 
pien. The region inhabited by the Lolus 
is covered with dense woods and communi- 
cates at every pvint with the adjoining 
Chinese territory. In the first year of the 
reign of T‘ung-chih, and in early years 
of the present reign, these Lolos sallied 
out of their confines and carried devastation 
into the Chinese districts until measures 
were taken for their subjugation. Last 
autumn information was reccived to the 
effect that the Lolos in the vinicity 
of the P‘ing-shan district were suffering 
from dearth caused by a short harvest, and 
orders were issued to the authorities to 
post troops at certain places to be in readi- 
ness in case of any outbreak. At the 
beginning of the present year the Lolos, in 
conjunction with the savage tribes of the 
Liang Shan country, made a raid upon the 
P‘ing-shan district, and, being repulsed 
with heavy loss by the local troops, were 
obliged to retire into their fastnesses. 
Here they again collected to the:number of 
several thousands and, separating into 
parties, made an inroad upon the sub-pre- 
fecture of Mapien. Yii Ch‘ing-chiang, the 
Lieutenant in command of the local troops, 
put himself at the head of his forces and 
opposed their advance. Being overpowered 
by their numbers, he himself and three of 
his men fell in action, while five others 
were wounded. Reinforcements were sent 


90 ‘  . [June 20—22. 





and the Lolos were driven back into their 
old haunts. Owing, however, to the extent 
of the prefecture, additional troops were 
required to complete the work of sub- 
jugation, and an appeal for help was 
addressed to the high authorities of the 
province. The latter, feeling the ueces- 
sity of administering a warning to the 
savages, whose brutish disposition is in- 
fluenced solely by fear, sent large re- 
inforcements from the provincial capital 
armed with foreign breech-loaders and some 
pieces of ordnance. Guides were obtained, 
and through them was ascertained the 
position of the chief strongholds of the 
savages. During the 3rd moon the Im- 
perial troops marched in several columns 
against the encampment of the enemy, and 
bringing their foreign cannon into action, 
killed some scores of the Lolos and burnt 
over 500 of their huts. Firing was kept up 
for several days, and great loss was inflicted 
ou the enemy. The same operations were 
repeated on subsequent days, with the 
result that the Lolos were obliged to 
betake themselves to their mountain 
haunts. The troops have barred up every 
exit, and are at present waiting fora favour- 
able opportunity for renewing the attack. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TOWARDS RELIEF OF DISTRESS 
IN ANHUI. 

June 21st.—The Governor of Anhui for- 
wards a list of the contributions by officials 
in other provinces towards the relief of the 
sufferers from the floods which occurred 
last year in the province over which he 
rules. Chihli sent Tls. 20,000, out of 
which Tls. 2,000 was a subscription from 
the Viceroy Li Hung-chang. Tls. 10,000 
were forwarded from Nanking, including a 
contribution of Tls. 1,000 from Tséng Kuo- 
ch‘iian. The Viceroy of Hu Kuang gave 
Tis. 1,000. Kiangsu forwarded Tls. 26,000 
which were to be divided evenly between 
Anhui and Honan. In this were included 
subscriptions of Tls. 1,000 each from the 
Governor, the Chief Justice, the Super- 
intendent of the Imperial Manufacture at 
Soochow, the Grain Intendant, and the 
Taotai of the Ch‘ang Chén T‘ung Hai 
Cireuit. The Taotai at Shanghai sub- 





of Hupei, Tls. 400. Tls.. 13,000 were 
collected by the. Commander-in-Chief of 
Hunan, including a donation of Tis. 2,000 
from the Commander-in-Chief in Szechuan. 
The Commanders-in-Chief of Chihli and 
Kuangtung and the Brigadier-General of 
Ta-ming gave Tls. 500 each, while Tls. 
1,000 were received from the Brigadier- 
General at the Pescadores. The Briga- 
dier-General of Taiwan subscribed T's. 
1,000, and an officer of the same standing 
at Hai-mén in Chekiang gave $1,000. Liu 
Ming-ch‘uan purchased 3,000 piculs of rice 
at his native place in the north of Anhui 
aud handed it over to the Relief agency 
for distribution. Its estimated value is 
Tis. 4,400. Although the donors had no 
wish that any notice should be taken of 
their liberality, they have, at the request 
of the Governor, been recommanded to the 
Board for the bestowal of fitting rewards. 
APPOINTMENTS. 

Yiin Yen-pin and Ch‘u Ch‘éng-po are 
appointed Chief and Assistant Examiners 
respectively for the province of Kuang- 
tung; Wang Tsu-kuang and Ts‘ui Yung- 
an are gazetted as Examiners for Kuangsi, 
while the appointments for Fukien have 
been conferred on Huang T‘i-fang and Lii 
P'ei-fén. 

RESTORATION OF A MEMORIAL TEMPLE TO 

YANG SHIH IN THE CITY OF FOOCHOW. 


June 22nd.—The Viceroy of Foochow, 
who has been transferred to the Shénkan 
provinces, states that the city has been a 
great centre of metaphysical studies since 
the days of the Sung dynasty, so much so 
indeed that it has been styled the Tsou and 
and Liu (land of Confucius and Mencius) 
of the maritime provinces. On tracing back 
the subject to its origin, the Viceroy finds 
that the study of moral philosophy began 
with Yang Shih, a Libationer of the 
Imperial Academy under the Sung dynasty. 
Starting as a pupil of the brothers Ch‘éng, 
he carried back with him to the south, 


| and propogated as an example to all 


scribed Tls. 3,500, and the late Lieutenant- | 


Governor of Kiangsu gave Tls. 500. Other 
subscriptions were received as follows: Yeh 
Po-ying, Governor of Shensi, Tis. 500 ; the 
Lieutenant-Governor of Hupei, Tis. 1,000 ; 
the Lieutenant-Governor of Shensi, the 


Grain Intendant of the same province, and. ! 


the Taotai at Hankow, Tls. 600 each ; the 
Lieutenant-Governor at Canton, the former 
‘Taotai of Hankow, and an expectant Taotai 
in Kuangsi, Tls. 500 each ; the Chief Justice 
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ages, the doctrines of the Sages. Since 
his accession to office the Viceroy has 
studiously striven to educate the people 
in the precepts of ‘the former worthies, 
and to impress upon them the distinction 
between love of righteousness and self- 
interest. He has found with regret, how- 
ever, that the Temple of Yang Shih has 
fallen into disrepair. Yang- Shih started 
his career as a graduate in the reign of Hsi 
Ning of thé Sung dynasty, and after ruling 
over the districts of Liu-yang, Yii-hang 
and Hsia-shan became a member of ‘the 
Censorate late in life. In 1130, he re- 
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tired from public life and was rewarded 
with the title of Grand Preceptor. He was 
cannonized as Wén Ch‘ing, and in 1256 a 
temple was built in his honour in the 
south-west corner of the city of Foochow, 
where libations were offered to his memory 
in the spring and autumn of each year. 
About the middle of the Ming dynasty 
the temple became dilapidated and was 
repaired at tbe instance of the Censor, 
Yang Ssu-chih. In the reign of Kang 
Hsi it was again repaired, and to the 
great satisfaction of the people, the Em- 
peror was pleased to bestow upon it a tablet 
with an inscription written by his own hand. 
Properly speaking a Memorial temple ought 
to be restored at the public expense, but in 
the present instance this is impossible 
owing to the embarrassed state of the pro- 
vincial exchequer. The Memorialist, there- 
fore, started a public subscription, heading 
the list himself with Tls. 500, and induced 
Yang Chiin and other descendants of the 
deceased worthy to contribute for the same 
purpose. The work of repair was commenc- 
ed in November last and finished on the 
16th of April of the present year, when 
the Memorialist, accompanied by all the 
civil and military officials, inspected the 
building, and found it to he of a substantial 
and enduring nature. In conclusion the 
Memorialist ventures to hope that the 
Emperor, following the example of his 
ancestors, will be pleased to confer an Im- 
perial tablet upon the Temple. 


HORSES FOR ARMY IN HUPEI. 

June 23rd.—(1) The Goveronor-General 
Yii-lu reports that the General-in-Chief for 
Hupei is desirous of sending an officer to 
procure two hundred horses in the country 
outside Kalgan. The horses are required 
for the use of the Hupei army. The 
Memorialist has written to the Governor of 
the Chahar country and to the high au- 
thorities of the provinces along the line of 
route. He further prays that a permit 
may be issued allowing the animals to pass 
the customs station at  Kalgan without 
being charged duty.—Approved by Re- 
script. 

HUPEI. SUBSIDY TO PEKING FROM SALT 

REVENUE. 

(2) The subsidy required by the Central 
Government from the likin on salt in 
Hupei is fixed this year at Tls. 100,000 ; 
and Tls. 50,000 are ordered to be provided 
from the same source for the use of the 
Imperial Household. The Hupei govern- 
ment is now forwarding an instalment of 
Tls. 10,000 under each of these heads, the 
money being sent overland in bullion under 
the charge of an officer. pe 
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ADDITIONAL GRADUATES IN SZECHUAN. 


(3) The Viceroy of Szechuen represents 
that whenever the people of a province 
subscribe or contribute as much as Ts. 
300,300 to any public undertaking or needs 
at the capital or in the provinces, a rule 
has been made that one civil and one 
military graduate shall be added to the 
established number at the following pro- 
vincial examinations. This regulation ap- 
plies to miscellaneous collections, and is 
exclusive of large donations for which a 
special reward has been granted to the 
giver. Between the years 1880-1883 the 
people of Szechuan have subscribed or 
contributed in small sums to various funds 
a total of Tis. 6,008,678. The Memorialist 
therefere requests that at the next pro- 
vincial examinations in Szechuan twenty 
additional graduateships may be granted to 
the civil and the same wuumber to the 
military candidates.—Referred tu the Buard. 


GIFT OF BOOKS TO THE KWO-TZU CHIEN. 


June 24th.—It has been reported to the 
Emper:r that Lu Hsin-yuan, formerly Tav- 
tai of Kao-chou and Lien-chou in Kuang- 
tung, has presented 150 books, comprising 
2,400 volumes, to the Kuotzii Chien, or 
Imperial Academy of Learning at Peking. 
In addition to these, which were old works 
contained in his library, he has given 300 
new volumes which he has had printed 
himself. The Emperor is much pleased 
with this act of generosity on the part of a 
retired public servant, and directs that his 
two sons, one of whom is an ordinary 
licentiate (fr sheng) and the other a salaried 
licentiate (Lin sheng), be given the honorary 
rank of Director of Studies at the Imperial 
Academy. 

SMUGGLING BY A CHINESE OFFICER AT 

CANTON. 


June 25th.—(1) According to a Memo- 
rial presented by the Viceroy at Canton, 
an Acting Naval Lieutenant, Wang Te- 
ch‘in by name, was placed in command of 
a native gun-boat and stationed at Chang 
Chou island (a little west of Hongkong) to 


‘ prevent smuggling. One day recently a 


- to take it to Chiao-t‘ang for sale. 


steam vessel engaged in the same duty 
captured two boats near Chang Chou 
laden with salt, aud having on board of 
them a number of soldiers with their uni- 
forms and military flags. The soldiers on 
being sent before a court for examina- 
tion unanimously testified that that they be- 
longed to the crew of the above-mentioned 
native gun-boat, that the salt had been 
bought by the Lieutenant in Yau-ma-ti, 
and after transhipping it he had sent them 
The 


Viceroy considers that the conduct of the 
Lieutenant is particularly reprehensible at 
the present moment, when great pains 
are being taken to put the salt revenue 
into proper order; and he begs that the 
offender may be cashiered and deprived of 
the decoration of the feather which he 
wears.—Approved by Rescript. 
REMITTANCES FROM CANTON. 

(2) In accordance with orders transmitted 
by the Board of Revenue, the Viceroy at 
Canton is forwarding to Peking Ts. 100,000 
for the expenses of the Emperor’s wedding, 
the said amount being taken from a sum of 
Ts. 200,000 due by the Canton Govern- 
ment under the head of repayment of 
foreign moneys on account of the Western 
campaign (apparently one of Tso Tsung- 
t‘ang’s loans from the Hongkong and 
Shanghai Bank). He has also been ordered 
to furnish this year from the land tax and 
salt revenue a subsidy of Ts. 7,000,000 for 
the Central Government and Tls. 50,000 
for the Imperial Household, under which 
heads he now forwards an instalment by 
bills on substantial native banks. The 
bills will be taken to Peking by an officer, 
who will cash them there and deliver the 
money to the proper parties. 


INSURRECTION SUPPRESSED IN KUEI-CHOW. 


June 26th.—(1 ) The Governor of Kuei- 
chow reports the suppression of an_in- 
surrection in the district of Cheng-an Chou 
on the Szechuen frontier. It appears that 
a number of persons of bad character 
assembled together in the above-mentioned 
district, fortified a camp and put up their 
flags, in open defiance of the law. The out- 
break having been reported, a body of regular 
troops and local militia were despatched to 
the spot to restore order. The rebels, who 
‘had occupied a strong position in the moun- 

tains, opened fire on the approach of the 
troops. They were dislodged by a spirited 
attack, thirty of them being’ slain in 
the assault and twenty more in their flight, 
and among the number of those killed were 
- several of their leaders. Peace and tran- 
quility were thus re-established. But the 
principal chief and one of his lieutenants 
had escaped, and it was absolutely necessary 
that they should be secured. Therefore, as 
the local Magistrate was known to be some- 
what wanting in energy, he was made to 
exchange posts with another officer, and the 
latter soon reported the arrest of the two 
rebels. The locality was far from the pro- 
vincial capital, and it was thought better 
not to send the prisoners in for trial, lest 
some accident should happen by the way. 
A special officer was therefore despatched 
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to superintend proceedings on the spat, 
and the men’s guilt having been clearly 
demonstrated, they were punished by im- 
mediate decapitation. In conclusion the 
Mewmorialist begs to be allowed to recom- 
mend for promotion a limited number of 
officers who have distinguished themselves 
in connection with the aftiair.—Approved. 


MURDER OF A MOTHER AND SON, 


In the neighbourhood of Shen Chou in 
Chihli, there were two distant cousins 
named Sung Shuan-chu and Sung Shu-yun. 
The former was married, but the latter 
had neither wife or home, and therefore 
went to live in his cousin’s house, giving in 
return his labour and the produce of two 
mu of land that he owned. One day last 
winter, when Sung Shuan-chu was gone 
away in search of temporary employment, 
the lodger objected to the bad quality of the 
food Mrs. Sung gave him, and said that he 
would not work unless he was properly fed. 
Mrs. Sung replied by abusing him for greed- 
iness and laziness, and wanted to turn 
him out of the house. One night soon 
afterwards, the lodger came back from 
a wine-shop where he had been drinking ; 
the woman again met him with abuse and 
reproaches, and told him to take his things 
and clear out that very night. Losing his 
temper on account of her violent language 
he took a hoe and knocked her down; and, 
as she continued to revile him, his anger 
completely overmastered him, and he at- 
tacked her again and killed her outright. 
Her son, who was asleep when the quarrel 
commenced, was awakened by the noise, 
and caught hold of the man and would not 
let go. The latter, in order to free himself, 
struck the boy with the hoe and injured 
him, so that he died some time afterwards. 
For these two murders, the Viceroy Li 
Hung-chang has sentenced the criminal to 
be branded on the cheek, and decapitated 
without delay.—Referted to the Board of 
Punishments. 


CHARITABLE CONTRIBUTIONS FROM HUPER 
FOR CHIHLI. 

June 27th.—(1) Twoyears ago, when great 
distress was caused by widely spread floods 
in the province of Chihli, the Viceroy Li 
Hung-chang presented a Memorial asking 
that rewards might be conferred on the ofii- 
cials of other provinces who should exert 
themselves in collecting subscriptions for 
the relief of the sufferers. The Viceroy now 
reports that he has received from the Pro- 
vince of Hupeh no less than Tls. 34,000, a 
magnificent gift, which has preserved from 
starvation a large number of unfortunate 
people, and which is all the more creditable 
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to the donors, because they had not long 
befure contributed to the famine fund for 
Shantung and the adjacent regions. He 
begs that the Board of Civil Office may be 
directed to choose some substantial mark 
of the Emperor’s approbation, to be con- 
ferred on the Grand Treasurer of Hupeh, 
and he proposes rewards fur the Prefect of 
Wuchang and certain other officials whom 
he names. —Approved. 


TITLES AND TABLETS FOR TWO TEMPLES 
IN SHANTUNG. 


(2) The Governor of Shantung_ re- 
presents that in Chi-mo Hsien there is a 
temple in honour of the Dragon Spirit, 
which has always been a shrine of wonderful 
virtue. In 1876, during a time of drought, 
a bronze tablet was brought from the 
temple to the provincial capital, and its 
arrival was followed by showers of fertilis- 
ing rain. Last summer again there was a 
drought in both Chi-mo Hsien and Lai-chou 
Fu. An official procession visited the tem- 
ple and carried the tablet froin it first to 
the one place and then to the other, and in 
each case rain fell and the corn grew and 
ripened for the harvest. Also, in Ch‘ang- 
ch'ing Hsien there is a temple of the Five 
Dragon Spirits, to which the Magistrate 
repaired last summer when the country 
was suffering from dryness, and in im- 
mediate response to his earnest prayer, 
the earth was gladdened by fertilising 
showers. In each of these cases the people 
of the district unanimously pray that the 
Emperor will confer on their temple an 
honorific title and bestow on it a tablet as 
an Imperial gift. 

APPLICATION ON BEHALF OF 4 TEMPLE IN 

CHEKIANG. 

June 28th.—The Governor of Chékiang 
makes an application on behalf of the temple 
of the City Walls in the town of Chin-hua, 
During the reign of the Emperor Hsien 
Féng, in the year 1861, the country was 
overrun by the long-haired rebels, and the 
people were reduced to sore distress. Si- 
lently they prayed for help, till in the year 
1863 the Imperial armies advanced to their 
rescue. Every night the anxious refugees 
within the walls saw faintly displayed in 
the vacant expanse of the north-west sky 
a supernatural appearance of lamps and 
flags, which continued many days without 
vanishing. By the protection of the god 
which was thus manifested to them, they 
were freed from the. enemy; and the re- 
membrance of their preservation still dwells 
in the hearts of the grateful people. This 
district of Chin-hua is a tract of poor land 
lying along the course of a mountain stream, 
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liable to be either parched or flooded 
whenever the rainfall be in any degree 
either scanty or excessive. On such occa- 
sions the officials and people proceed to- 
gether to the temple of the god, who 
never fails to respond to their prayers. At 


| the beginning of last summer there was a 


long rainless period. The dry earth cracked 
and gaped, the streams were dry, the 
pumps could not be worked, nor the rice 
shoots be planted out. A procession to the 
temple was organised, and the same night 
the needed showers began to fall. The 
corn was planted, the harvest assured, and 
the gratitude of the people knew no bounds. 
In accordance with the desire expressed 
by them, the Governor prays the Emperor 
to grant the temple a title of honour to- 
gether with a tablet bearing an inscription. 
—Decree issued separately. 


June 30th.—[No documents of interest. ] 
APPOINTMENTS. 


July 1st.—Chang Po-hsi and Chao I- 
chiung are gazetted Chief and Assistant 
Examiners respectively for the province of 
Sechuan. Ch‘én Mao-hou and Féng-hsiin 
have received similar appointments in 
Hunan, while the examiners appointed to 
Kansu, are K‘ung Hsiang-lin and Chou 
K‘o-k‘uan. 

[Note.—Two of the above, Chao I-chiung 
and Féng-hsiin, were Senior and Third 
Wranglers respectively at the last metro- 
politan examination, and the remainder are 
all members of the Hanlin. The only post 
t+» which a Vice President of a Board now 
seems to be appointed as examiner is Nan- 
king, where the largenumber of the students 
requires the presence of an officer of high 
rank. ] 

MINING OPERATIONS IN YUNNAN. 

(1) T'ang Chuing, Director of Mines in 
Yiinnan, reports the measures which he 
has taken for developing the mining in- 
dustry of the districts of Chao-t,ung, Tung- 
ch,uan, and Wei-ning in the north-eastern 
corner uf the province above the Yangtze. 
Towards the end of last year he started for 
Chao-t‘ung, and on his arrival there he 
found the Japanese mining engineers await- 
ing him. Accompanied by them he went 
over all the hills in the district, and made a 
tour of over three months duration. Rich 
seams of copper were found at the following 
places : Ch‘ing-fu-shan and Ch‘ing-shan in 
the jurisdiction of Yung-shan; Hsiang- 
shan-ch‘ing in Lu-tien and Pai-hsi-la in the 
Ch‘iao-chia district. Lead was found in 
abundance in Wei-ning. Mining establish- 
ments were started at all these places under 
the charge of a public mercantile company, 


and at outlying points where the company 
could not start operations the natives were 
allowed to open mines on their own account. 
The company was to purchase the out-turn 
of these mines at certain fixed rates, and to 
prevent smuggling ; the miners were not 
authorized to establish smelting furnaces. 
Mining, smelting, and all other operations 
were at first to be conducted on the native 
principle, but if this proved unsuitable, an 
admixture of Western systems was to be 
introduced. The great objective was to 
give employment and support to a needy 
population. Every care was taken to pro- 
vide for the comfort of the miners and the 
maintenance of discipline amongst them, 
and the institution of societies and sworn 
brotherhoods was strictly forbidden. As 
soon as success was secured for the enter- 
prise in the east of the province, oper- 
ations would be extended to the south, 
and as soon as the lead mines in Wei-ning 
justified expectations, others would be 
opened at Shui-Ch‘éng. There is one 
difficulty. All the above are new mines, 
and the Japanese engineers told the Me- 
morialist that it was only by sinking to a 
depth of four or five hundred chany that 
they could be worked on a large scale. 
The rock is so hard that unless foreign 
machinery is employed, no result could be 
obtained for eight or nine months. The 
Memorialist made inquiries of experienced 
miners in the different places, and they 
asserted that nothing but mere surface ore 
is obtained at a depth of a few chang, and 
that it is impossible to work a succession of 
chambers and sv procure an unfailing sup- 
ply of the metal. The statement seems to 

e based upon reason. All the Memorialist 
can do is to urge the company to use its 
utmost efforts to obtain successful results at 
the earliest possible date. 

(2) The same writer states that copper 
mining in Yiinnan has been conducted 
under government supervision since the 
year 1705. In former days loans of public 
money were made to district ofticers for the 
purpose, and the latter selected respectable 
people to act at smelters and engaged 
miners and refiners. The rule was that the 
capital should be advanced a month before 
the copper was received, and if the latter 
was not forthcoming, the authorities were 
held responsible fur making good the loss. 
The system, which worked admirably at 
first, became liable to abuse in course of 
time. From 1724 to 1795 great defalca- 
tions took place, some of which the officials 
had to repay, while in other cases less 
creditable steps were taken for repairing 
the loss. In 1801 a law was passed making 
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the Viceroy, Governor, and other high 
officials responsible in certain fixed propor- 
tions. Though the mining industry was 
then in a very prosperous state, yet losses 
were unavoidable. The smelters were 
poor people who thought only of 
supplying the wants of the moment, and 
the officials, being engrossed with a multi- 
tude of other work, could not always be no 
the spot to watch their doings. Obliga- 
tions were incurred which there was no 
prospect of discharging. It 1864 the experi- 
ment was started of forwarding the copper 
direct to Peking. This was just after the 
rebellion, when labour was very scarce and 
the cost of fuel exceedingly high. The 
management of the business was in the 
hands of officisls who had no experience of 
the work, aud were obliged to be guided in 
everything by the smelters. For several 
years the enterprise was as unsuccessful as 
ever. In 1883 a company of merchants 
was formed to take over the business, but 
their capital being insufficient, the system 
of making advances was continued. Though 
they took overthe debts of their predecessors, 
they not only failed to pay them but con- 
tracted others of their own. They have now 
been replaced by a Mining Company compo- 
sed of merchants with a large aggregate 
capital, who are to provide the copper before 
receiving its price. Exclusive of the copper 
sent to Peking, a certain proportion is 
allowed by law to be placed in circulation 
on the local market. The former amount 
was fixed two years ago at the instance of 
Ts‘én Yii-ying at 1,000,000 catties a year, 
and a tenth of it was to be sold locally. 
Asamatter of fact, only 500,000 catties 
have been sent to Peking, and nothing was 
left for local consumption. For the last 
20 years or so the people have been de- 
prived of their legal supply, while the 
articles of copper manufacture for house- 
hold use have greatly increased. The metal 
has been obtained by melting down the 
cash coinage, of which there is now a great 
dearth in Yiinnan. To obviate this state of 
things, the Memorialist. now proposes that 
the Government should regulate its pur- 
chases as follows. Of every 100 catties of 
copper that is mined, 10 are to be placed 
on the market, 14 are to represent waste 
and duty, and the remaining 76 are to be 
taken over by the Government. 


MINING CAPITAL FROM CHEKIANG. 
T’and-chiung acknowledges the receipt 
through the Financial Commissioner of 
Yiinnan of Tis. 10,000 being a contribution 
from Chekiang on account of mining capital. 
The cost of transmitting this sum by bill of 
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exchange was Tls. 160, and this was de- 
ducted from the amount received. To this 
the Memorialist objects, and asks that the 
Governor of Chekiang should be instructed 
to make good the deftcit. 


MINING ABUSES IN KUEICHGW. 

Since the middle of the reign of Chia 
Ch‘ing the lead mines of Kueichow have 
been under the contrul of the oftice of the 
Taotai of the Kuei Hsi Circuit, where all 
sorts of illegal fees have been levied under 
a variety of names. White lead, for in- 
stance, in addition to the regular duty, is 
subjected to a deduction of 4 catties and 
10 oz. for every 100 catties, and has to pay 
a melting fee of Tls. 0.2.1. On black lead 
a deduction of 20 per cent. is made on the 
weight, and fees amounting to Tls. 0.2.6.2. 
are levied on each 100 catties. Even in 
prosperous times the mines were unable to 
stand the innumerable exactions to which 
they are exposed, and their resources having 
been crippled by the rebellion, their busi- 
ness is now utterly ruined. The Taotai 
has now drawn up a number of regulations 
having for their object the removal of the 
existing abuses, and in the Rescript ap- 
pended to the Memorial, T‘ang-chiung has 
been directed to abolish illegal fees of every 
description. 

PRAYERS FOR RAIN. 

July 2nd.—(1) Decree.-—Suime time ago, 
owing to the scarcity of rain, which has 
prevailed since the beginning of the sum- 
mer, We repaired in person to the Ta Kao 
Tien to burn incense, and deputed Prince 
Tun and others to proceed to various 
temples for the same purpose. The season 
is now advancing, and fields are anxiously 
awaiting refreshing showers. We feel the 
deepest svlicitude on the subject, and pro- 
pose to repair once more to the Ta Kao 





Tien on the 5th July to offer renewed | 


prayers for rain. Prince Tun will go for 
the same purpose to the Shih Ying Kung, 
and.the other members of the Imperial 
family will visit the temples to which they 
repaired on the last occasion. 
OFFICERS SENT TO ASSIST SE LENG-O IN ILL. 

(2) Sé Léng-o having applied for addi- 
tional assistance in Ili, the following officers 
have been ordered to place themselves 
under his orders :—Chiang-kao, the acting 
Prefect of Ti-hua-Fu, Ch‘én Ch‘un-chih, 
an expectant Magistrate in Kangu, and 
Kan Yo-hsiang, a Magistrate on the Shensi 
establishment. 

APPOINTMENT. 

(3) Shao-jung is gazetted Taotai of the 
Ch‘ang Pao Circuit in Hunan, with control 
of the Salt Revenue. 
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PROGRESS OF WORKS AT BREACH IN THE 
YELLOW RIVER. 


(4) The high authorities in charge of the 
works at the Yellow River forward a report 
of the progress that has been made from 
29th May to the 7th June last. The East- 
ern Embankment has been extended a 
distance of 42 chang, 5 feet, making its 
total length 211 chang, while the length 
of the Western Embankment is 321 chang, 
59 chang of which have been added during 
the ‘period under review. There is still a 
great scarcity of millet stalks, especially at 
the east side, and as there was a danger of 
not being able to complete the work in 
time on the original scale, the following com- 
promise has been hit upon. On the western 
embankment a line of fascines was omitted 
from the work same time ago, and in the 
construction of the eastern sideit is now pro- 
posed to make a similar reduction, so as to 
effect a saving of material and make both 
ends of the same width at the point where 
they are to meet. This modification of the 
original design takes effect from the 37th 
stage of the work. The opening is now 
only 180 chang in width, which represents 
sume twenty more stages. Calculating at 
the rate of a stage every two days, the 
whole will be completed in the last ten days 
of the 5th moon. The uncertainty of the 
weather and the freshets, as also the scarcity 
of material, make it impossible for Memo- 
rialists to speak with certainty ; but if every 
thing goes well, they think that the middle 
of the 5th moon ought to see the work 
nearly finished. When it is, they will lose 
no timein reporting the factto the Throne. — 
Rescript: We have made Ourselves fully 
acquainted with the above, and we command 
the Mem -rialists to act in strict compliance 
with Our telegraphic Decree. We earn- 
estly trust that the work will quickly be 
brought to completion. 


CAPTURE OF BRIGANDS IN MANCHURIA, 


July 3rd.—The Governor of Féng-t‘ien 
gives the following account of the capture 
of some famous brigands who have been 
infesting the province for the last three 
years. The chief band, which was under 
the leadership of Yang San-ti and Yang 
Ssii-ti, harried and plundered the country 
lying between the prefecture of Ch‘ang-t‘u 
and the city of Hai-lung, and repeatedly 
met the Imperial forces in the open field. 
Although operations were conducted against 
them by the combined forces of Kirin and 
Féng-t‘ien, and several of their followers 
were at different times arrested, still the 
leaders managed to effect their escape. 
Last year a numerous band of the brigands 


appeared in the district of K‘ai-yuan, and 
committed the most frightfn] excesses. 
They were dispersed with the loss of some 
ten of their number, but Yang San-ti and 
Yang Ssii-ti made their escape to the 
Imperial Hunting Ground, where they 
caused great destrnction by cutting down 
the trees. Here they were surrounded by 
the Imperial troops, and after desperate 
fighting and considerable loss of life, the 
two Yangs with their following made their 
escape to Hu-lan and Pa-yen-su-su in the 
province of Hai Lung-chiang. Being 
closely followed by the Imperial troops, 
they were obliged to turn back to Kai-ping 
and Hai-ch‘éng in Féng-t‘ien, where they 
proposed to take ship and seek a refuge in 
Shanghai. Before they could do so, howe- 
ver, they were surprised and made prisoners 
by their pursuers on 18th of April last, in a 
densely wooded country to the south of Kai- 
ping. Both Yangs were tried by court-martial 
and condemned to instant decapitation. Con- 
currently with the above proceedings, two 
local brigands and Tu Hsi-ch‘én and Féng 
Po-ch‘ien collected a body of nounted rub- 
bers which they armed with foreign weapons 
and supplied with false flags and other 
devices so as to give them the appearance 
of being Government troops sent in pur- 
suit of the two Yangs. This party, plunder- 
ing and devastating the country as they 
went along, made their way to Jeho, where 
their doings came to the cars of General 
Tso Pao-kuei. A force having been sent 
out to operate against them, they retreated 
to the Ch‘ih-féng district, where they were 
attacked by the Imperial troops, and after 
heavy firing a number of them were taken 
prisoners and instantly decapitated. The 
entire campaign occupied six or seven 
months, and the operations covered a dis- 
tance of some thousands of li. The Gover- 
nor submits a list of officers of whose ser- 
viees he speaks in very high terms, and re- 
commends then for various rewards com- 
mensurate with the exceptional nature of 
the work they were called upon to perform. 


RE-HEARING OF AN APPEAL CASE. 

July 4th.—Wang Ta-shéng was a peasant 
occupier in Ho-.Chou in the province of 
Anhui. In the year 1867, on account of a 
very bad harvest, he found it very hard 
to subsist on his farm, and went with 
_ his wife and a little daughter to Nanking 
with the intention of becoming cook to 
a regiment stationed there. Unfortunate- 
ly, however, the regiment was disbanded 
before he arrived, and he was left without 
occupation. For a time he lived by pawn- 
ing his clothing, but ultimately becoming 
deeply involved in debt, and seeing his wife 
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and child suffering from cold and hunger, 
he decided to go elsewhere to try and find 
a living. One early morning he started off 
without his wife’s knowledge and begged 
his way to Kiangsu. His wife searched for 
him in all directions without finding him, and 
was very miserable in his absence. Three 
years after his departure his daughter died, 
and his wife being threatened with eviction 
from her house, and thinking that her hus- 
band, from whom she had heard nothing in 
the interval, must be dead, determined 
to commit suicide. She accordingly went 
outside the walls of the city and threw her- 
self into the river. A disbanded soldier 
named Chang Ming-t‘ang happened to be 
passing down the river in a boat at the 
time and noticed the occurrence. With 
the assistance of some boatmen he rescued 
the woman, took her on board his boat, 
and restored her to life. On learning her 
history, he advised her to return home. 
She replied that she had no home to go to 
and expressed a desire to remain with him 
and assist in any work that he had to do. 
He at last yielded to her repeated requests 
and took her with him to Kuang-té 
Chou, where in course of time she had 
two sons by him. In 1872 the hus- 
band, Wang Ta-shéng, returned to Nanking 
and instituted a search for his wife. He 
heard the story of the rescue of @ woman 
from the river, and knowing that her 
rescuer was a native of the Ho-fei district he 
went there in search of the woman whom 
he thought to be his wife. He obtained no 
redress from the authorities, who had no 
knowledge of the case, and thinking that 
they were purposely screening the culprit, 
he appealed, and finally carried his case to 
Peking, where he appeared as a suppliant 
before the chair of the 7th Prince, and 
subsequently made his way into the pre- 
sence of the Emperor during an Imperial 
procession. For this contumacious pro- 
ceeding he was sentenced by the Board of 
Punishments to 100 blows and banishment 
to a near frontier station, and this sentence 
is now to be carried into effect by order 
of the court below. The woman and her 
paramour are each sentenced to wear the 
cangue for a month and receive 100 blows, 
but the former is to be allowed the com- 
mutatiou due tohersex. The two children 
are to continue under the charge of their 
father ‘Chang, and the woman is to return 
to her husband, who is at liberty to take her 
with him into exile or not as he pleases. 
REDUCTION OF DUTY AND likin ON TEA IN 
THE PROVINCE OF ANHUI. 

July 5th.—The Viceroy at Nanking states 

that on account of the pressing needs for 
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funds caused by the military operations 
that were being conducted at the time, a 
heavy duty and likin were originally im- 
posed upon tea in the south of Anhui, 
Though frequent Memorials were subse- 
quently presented to the Throne praying 
for reduction in the tax, the tea merchants 
still remained in a crippled condition. 
During the last few years the production of 
tea in India and Japan has been daily in- 
creasing, and the price of the article has 
become proportionately cheap. Western 
merchants have been contending with each 
other for the purchase of foreign tea, with 
the result that the Chinese dealers have 
suffered heavy losses for a number of 
years. This is a fact well known both 
at home and abroad. A report has been 
received on the subject from the head 
oftice charged with the collection of likin 
on tea in the south of Anhui. In this 
it is stated that during the eleventh and 
twelfth years of Kwang-hsii (1885 and 1886) 
these losses amounted to frum 30 to 40 per 
cent. of the capital in some cases, and to 50 
and even 60 per cent. in others. This state 
of things was scarcely tolerable, but in 1887 
still severer losses were sustained.’ It is 
estimated that the total loss during the 
years in question did not fall far short of 
Tls. 1,000,000. It was not only the traders 
who suffered thus heavily, but the tea 
growers on the hills, and the owners of 
plantations were also deeply involved. The 
Anhui merchants had time after time be- 
sieged the likin office, and implored that 
a representation should be made on their 
behalf with a view to having the question 
of reducing the duty on tea brought 
under the consideration of the higher au- 
thorities. Although the likin authorities 
had appealed to their public spirit and 
entreated them to remember the difticulties 
of the time and make a strenuous effort to 
continue to pay the tax, yet their resources 
had unfortunately become so utterly ex- 
hausted that the burden was no longer to 
be borne. In former years the tea firms 
had always started operations before the 
Ch‘ing Ming period (early in April), but 
this year the new tea had come upon the 
market, and the dealers had not yet decided 
what course to pursue. The trade was at 
the moment in a much worse position than 
it had ever been before. According to tha 
regulations drawn up under Imperial sanc- 
tion, each yin of tea in Southern Anhui 
pays a total duty of Tis. 2.08, eight mace 
of which represent likin. The likin authori- 
ties therefore proposed that in accordance 
with precedents a temporary reduction of 2 





mace per yin shoults: made, leaving the . 
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total tax Tls. 1.88. This would slightly 
lessen the outlay of the merchants, and by 
acting as a stimulus to further exertions, 
might perhaps bring about the desirable 
result of attracting capital to the trade. 

On this report the Memorialist remarks 
that the likin tax upon tea in Southern 
Anhui is of importance as forming the 
source from which are drawn the funds for 
the support of the Naval Forces of the 
Yangtze, and that, therefore, a real diffi- 
culty presents itself in entering upon the 
question of reduction. However, in the 
very earnest appeal presented by the head 
likin office at the instance of the tea mer- 
chants, it is stated that Anhui tea is being 
crushed out of the market by foreign teas, 
that the traders have not the means to 
hold any longer, that the new tea is already 
on the market, and that the dealers have 
nut yet decided how to act. In the 
event of their withdrawing in large numbers 
from the business, the supply of funds for 
the naval forces on the Yangtze would be 
at once cut off. The Memorialist therefore 
considers it better that the tax should be 
reduced and this source of supply maintain- 
ed than that the merchants should be 
allowed to scatter and no duty be left to 
collect. The request for a temporary re- 
duction of 2 mace per yin in order to lighten 
the burden on the capital employed, pro- 
ceeds from a desire to safeguard the interests 
of trade. The tea season has already arriv- 
ed, and the question is too pressing to be 
deferred. The Memorialist, therefore, has 
approved of the suggestion, and has, asa 
first step, ordered the likin authorities to 
issue instructions for its general enforce- 
ment. In submitting this Memorial to the 
Imperial glance, he would ask that the Board 
should be instructed to sanction this imei- 
sure.—Autograph Rescript. Let the Board 
of Revenue take note. 

July 6th.—{No papers of interest. ] 


July 7th.—No document of interest. 


TRIAL OF COINERS IN HUPEH. 


July 8th._(1) The Governor of Iupeh 
reports the arrest and trial of a number of 
persons guilty of coining false cash in the 
neighbourhood of Hankow. In November 
last year a copper-smith named Liu Fu 
being out of work bethought himself of 
trying to make some money by melting 
down cash and selling the copper.. The 
same night be put thirteen hundred cash 
into a furnace and reduced them to seven 
pounds twelve ounces of metal. Four 
days afterwards Liu Fu happened to meet 
an acquaintance named Li Ming-hsing, 
a copper smith like himself, and three or 
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four other workmen. The party began to 
talk about their poverty, and Liu Fu then 
conceived the idea of inviting them to join 
him in fabricating illicit cash. The pro- 
posal having been accepted, one man con- 
tributed 1,500 cash, another 7,000, anda 
third 3,500. Liu Fu himself produced 
3,500 cash and the copper that he had 
previously melted down, merely saying 
that it was material which he had in hand, 
and not informing the others of the source 
whence he had obtained it. Li Ming-hsing 
paid nothing into the common stock ; but it 
was arranged that he should undertake the 
labour of casting the coins and should be 
given a share of the profits with the money 
which had been subscribed. Liu Fu pur- 
chased a quantity of waste copper, and 
procured the moulds and other articles 
required. Having found a tumble-down 
cottage without owner or occupant in a 
retired spot near Han-yang, the party 
secretly assembled in it, set up a furnace, 
and proceeded to work. They were accom- 
panied by three or four more men, whom 
they had let into the secret, and whom they 
engaged for fifty cash each per day, to draw 
water, prepare fuel, and do cooking, but 
without having any further share in the 
profits of the enterprise. On the 18th of 
the month operations were commenced. 
Liu Fu and Li Ming-hsing took it in turns to 
work at the furnace; two other of the con- 
federates polished the coins when cast, and 
the fifth was installed as book-keeper. 
Meanwhile the hired men performed the 
household duties as previously arranged. 
On the 19th 10,300 cash had been manu- 
factured, and one of the party took them 
away to sell them. But on the following 
day, before he could return, a party of 
soldiers and police arrived, arrested the 
gang, and carried them and their instru- 
ments off to the Magistrate. The criminals 
were tried first by the ordinary and then 
by the higher authorities. The facts 
above detailed were proved conclusively, 
and it was further elicited that the pri- 
soners had not previously been guilty of any 
other offences, nor were they in league 
with any persons undiscovered. The laws 
applicable to the case are found to be as 
follows: Any person guilty of destroying 
the coin of the realm shall be punished by 
immediate decapitation, and his property 
shall be confiscated to the crown. Persons 
convicted of illicitly coining copper cash to 
the number of ten thousand shall be de- 
capitated after imprisonment ; and acces- 
sories shall be transported to Turkestan 
and employed as slaves to the troops 





there. Any persons who take part as | 
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workmen in the actual manufacture of 
the coins are principals. Hewers of wood, 
drawers of water, and the like are 
accessories in the second degree, and their 
punishment is three years’ banishment with 
a flogging of a hundred blows. Liu Fu, who 
in the first instance melted down a number 
of cash, is accordingly sentenced to imme- 
diate decapitation. As the others were not 
privy to this offence, they are not in any way 
concerned in it. But Li Ming-hsing took 
part afterward in the manufacture of the 
coins, and he is therefore sentenced to deca- 
pitation after imprisonment. The other 
three confederates, as polishers and account- 
ants, are accessories in the first degree, while 
the men hired are accessories in the second 
degree, and sentence has been passed on them 
as such. The hut where the coining was 
carried on has been confiscated to the State. 
As this case is of great importance at the 
present moment when the currency of the 
country is being put into a proper condition, 
the Memorialist thinks it advisable to send 
x special account of it to the Emperor, 
instead of reporting it with other cases in 
the ordinary way.-—Referred to the Board 
of Punishments. 


DEPTH OF WATER IN HUNG-TSE LAKE. 


(1) According to a report presented by the 
Director-General of the Grain Transport, 
more than a month agothe water hadalready 
begun torise in the Hung-tse Lake, whichnow 
receives the’ contents of the Yellow River. 
The condition of the lake up to the Ist of 
May has been reported in prevous Memo- 
rials. Between that date and the 30th of 
May, there was a rise of four inches, the 
height above the water mark being five feet 
five. In the Grand Canal southward there 
was a rise varying in different parts from 
a few inches up to a foot. But in the 
northern section, towards Shantung, the 
water had fallen more than a foot. The 
river works under the Memorialist’s super- 
intendence are all for the present in a per- 
fectly satisfactory state. But as the breach 
has not been closed in the Yellow River, 
he is well aware that he must give them 
his most watchful care during the coming 
months. 


INSTITUTION OF ROAD GUARDS IN SHENSI. 


July 9th.—(1) The Governor of Shensi 
reports that for the purpose of guarding the 
roads in his province he has revived an old 
system which fell into disuse at the time of 
the Mohammedan rebellion. This system 
consists in building small huts of brick or 
earth by the side of the road and sending 
two men from the-neighbouring villages to 
keep watch in them. Along the high roads 
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these guard houses are at regular intervals 
of five li apart. But in the mountain 
country and unfrequented districts they 
are placed at greater or less distances, 
perhaps seven li or perhaps three li, as 
the circumstances of the locality seem to 
require. The local authorities will collect 
contributions, from which they will furnish 
the watchmen with whatever they require: 
flags, weapons, lanterns, oil, food, and such- 
like things. The Memorialist anticipates 
that the houses will further prove useful as 
places of refuge for travellers who may be 
overtaken by sudden storms during the 
smmer months. 
CONTRIBUTION T0 YELLOW RIVER WORKS. 


(2) The Governor of Honan refers to cer- 
tain regulations by which rewards are 
cunferred on persons constributing to the 
fund for the repair of the Yellow River 
embankment at (héng Chou, these rules 
being similar to those previously frained 
with regard to persons subscribing money 
for the maritime defence of the country. He 
has previously reported the receipt of two 
sets of subscriptions. He now announces 
that a sum of Tis. 10,276 has been handed to 
him, the donors numbering thirty-six per- 
sons, and also a sum of Tls..6,106, given by 
seventeen persons. He has passed Ts. 
16,382 to the public account, to be employ- 
ed as the Buard of Revenue may direct, 
and he begs that the prescribed rewards 
may be issued in accordance with the regula- 
tions established. 


TROOPS ENROLLED IN SZECHUEN. 


(3) The Tartar General and the Vice- 
roy of Szechuen present a Memorial to the 
Throne. As has been previously reported, 
it became necessary to take military 
action against the Lolos of Ma-pien and 
I‘ing Shan who had united with the wild 
savages of Liang Shan and harried the 
Chinese in the neighbonring country, 
plundering property, carrying away prison- 
ers, and killing the soldiers of the govern- 
meit. The forces despatched against the 
Lolos defeated them in several actions, 
drove them back, destroyed two thousand 
and more of their houses, and so far sub- 
jugated them that they dared not any 
longer offer open resistance. Tranquillity 
however has not been perfectly restored, 
as marauders still issue from the depths 
of the forests, appearing suddenly and 
disappearing again as quickly. The roads 
which require to be guarded are very 
numerous; and the troops in Szechuen 
are few in number, having constantly 
been reduced from motives of economy at 
different times since the suppression of the 
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great rebellion. Indeed, though the pro- 
vince is a thousand miles in length and the 
same in breath, there are only some twenty 
battalions, a part of which are engaged 
occupying passes and watching the various 
aborigines, and part are told off to protect 
the salt works. The Memorialists therefore 
have thought it necessary to raise two more 
battalions, the men being hardy fellows who 
have seen fighting. They will be stationed 
on the Lolo frontier till peace and tranquil- 
lity be completely re-established. After 
that they will be disbanded in order to save 
the state from unnecessary expense.--Ap- 
proved. 
ESCAPE OF A PRISONER. 

(4) In the year 1876 a Gioro, or distant 
relative of the Emperor, was found to have 
taken part in the fabricating and issuing of 
false bank notes. He was therefore sen- 
tenced to banishment to the province of 
Tsi-tsi-har, where he was ordered to be 
employed in painful work for the public 
service. At the end of the year he arrived 
at the town of Merguen, where his sen- 
tence has been carried out. The Lieut- 
enant Governor of Merguen now repurts 
the escape of the prisoner, and begs that 
the Imperial Clan Court and the Board of 
Punishments may give their assistance in 
discovering and arresting him. 


BAD HEALTH OF PENG YU-LIN. 


July 10th.—The Governor of Anhui 
states that he first met the Minister of 
State, Peng Yii-lin, when that officer was 
making a tour of inspection on the Yangtze 
in the course of last year. The Memorialist 
was then greatly grieved to tind that Peng 
Yii-lin was suffering from some climatic 
disease caught in Canton, which prevented 
his speaking distinctly and rendered him 
unable to walk without assistance. Peng 
Yii-lin has recently paid another visit to 
Anhui on his way eastward, and his health 
appears to be even more impaired than 
before. The Yamén physicians have pre- 
scribed for him, and he has taken ten or 
twelve doses of medicine which have done 
him some slight good. The Memorialist 
has advised the invalid to stay some time 
where he is and submit to treatment, as in 
consequence of his great age this appears 
to be only means by which he can be bene- 
fited. Seeing that everything is quiet in 
the provinces at the mouth of the Yangtze, 
it is hoped that the Emperor will approve 
of this course being adopted 

ALLEGED BRIGANDAGE IN HONAN. 

July 11th.—One of the Censors repre- 


sents that brigandage has become of fre- 
quent occurrence in Honan, and that in 
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order to preserve order either more troops 


ought instantly to be enlisted or else some 
regiments be moved up from Shantung. 
He says that as many as 1,600,000 persons 
were thrown into distress by the floods 
last year, and that among such a number 
some must be persons of bad character. 


Unless therefore most careful measures be | 


taken for guarding the public peace, 
widespread disturbances cannot fail to 
occur. At the end of last year brigades of 
labourers were enrolled for work at the 
Yellow River. These men, 3,000 in num- 
ber, were nominally distressed country- 
men, but in reality at least half were 
disbanded soldiers. At the beginning of 
April one portion of the conducting canal 
having been completed, and the remainder 
being in a fair way to be finished also, 2,000 
men were thereupon discharged from their 
work, A number of them gathered in aband, 
proceeded toChu-hsien Chen, and plundered 
three shops there. 
they attacked the house of a man named 
Tien, killed him and cut up his body, and 
also killed two servants. Next day a band 
of some 200 men armed with all sorts of 
weapons marched, to the house of one Liu 
ch‘ing-pin in T‘ai-k‘ang Hsien, plundered 
and burnt it, and wounded several persons. 
Then they attacked the house of a gentle- 
man named Liu Tzii, breaking down the 
courtyard wall, swarming over the roofs, 
firing guns, and throwing tiles The owner 
trying to escape from an upper window fell 
to the ground and received an injury which 
brought on blood-spitting. Having spent 
several hours in ransacking the place, the 
robbers at length departed, carrying with 
them more than ten thousand taels’ worth of 
property, and blowing up several rooms with 
gunpowder before they went. The Magis- 
trate arrived on the scene in the evening ; 
but the men were then gone, and nothing re- 
sulted from his visit. Three more houses are 
known to have been pillaged the same day, 
aud two the next. How many more suffer- 
ed cannot be said, as the authorities compel 
the unfortunate people to report their 
cases as thefts instead of robberies with 
violence, and so many of them dare not 
come forward. In Chenliu and Chi Hsien 
highway robbery has become common and 
travellers are afraid of the road even in the 
day-time. It seems to the Memorialist 
most deplorable that scenes like these 
should follow the calamity of the floods, 
and he begs that measures may be taken to 
put an end to them without delay. 

In the same Gazette is published the reply 
of the Governor of Honan, to whom a copy 
of the above Memorial had been sent. The 
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Governor states that the labourers’ brigades 
contained as many as 5,200 men, almost all 
of whom were sufferers from the floods and 
brought with them certificates to that effect. 
There might well have been some old 
soldiers among them ; as it har been the 
custom from time to time to enlist. troops 
locally when required, and to disband them 
when their services are no longer needed ; 
a man could thus be an old soldier 
and a distressed labourer as well. 2,600 
men were discharged, as the Censor states, 
some at the works and some at Chu-hsien 
Chen, where they had been marched for 
that purpose. But there was no plunder- 
ing of three shops ; andit is thought that the 
origin of the tale must have been in aslight 
disturbance, which has already been report- 
ed to the Throne and which was suppress- 
ed by the shooting of a man by General 
Tung Ming-li. The next case appears to 
refer to a robbery, which took place 
however just a month before the date given; 
when the house of one T‘ien Kang-shu was 
entered in the middle of the night. The 
owner’s son was killed, but his body was 
not cut up, and two servants wounded, but 
not mortally. The house of Liu Tzi was 
really broken into by several dozen men on 
the date giveri by the Censor. They 
entered at midnight from the yard of a 
neighbour, Liu Ch‘ing-pin, plundered the 
place, and burnt nine rooms before retreat- 
ing. Some of them, who had their faces 
blackened, were heard talking by a watch- 
man, and he thought them to be natives 
of the district, trying to imitate the speech 
of men from Kuei-té Fu or Shantung. 
Some of them were evidently well ac- 
quainted with the premises, and others 
by their close fitting dress and activi- 
ty in climbing showed themselves to 
be professional thieves. It is therefore 
thought that the affair was a burglary ar- 
ranged by people of the neighbourhood, who 
were temptcd by the wealth of the family. 
No confirmation can be found of the story 
of the five other cases of house-breaking 
alleged by the Censor to have happened at 
the same time. Again, the road through 
Ch‘en-liu and Chi-hsien is the great high- 
way to the provincial capital. It is con- 
stantly traversed by numbers of people, 
travelling, conveying goods, or carrying 
treasure. Nevertheless no cases of robbery 
by daylight have been reported, and this 
portion of the Censor’s complaint may be 
dismissed as unfounded. An _ increase 
in the number of the troops stationed 
in the province is a suggestion which 
the Memorialist would he delighted to 
But the force already 
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present, though not sufficient for the extir- 
pation of all the nests of evil-doers, is strong 
enough for the general preservation of 
peace. In view therefore of the extraordi- 
nary drain on the public treasury at the 
present moment, the Memorialist is un- 
willing to incur any further expense which 
can possibly be avoided. He finally begs 
to report that four of the men who broke 
into the house of Liu Tzi have been disco- 
vered and caught, and that they will be 
nade to give information as to the gang and 
the disposal of the plunder.—Approved by 
Rescript. 

July 12th.—[No documents of import- 
ance. | 


MILITARY REVOLT IN SHANTUNG. 

July 13th.—The Governor of Shantung 
reports the occurrence of an outbreak, not 
however of an important character, among 
the troops under hiscommand. The Shan- 
tung authorities were ordered to deepen 
the bed of the Yellow River where it flows 
through their province ; and as this means 
a distance of three hundred miles, the task 
has been one of great magnitude and ex- 
pense. The Governor has therefore found 
it necessary to make use of soldiers as work- 
men in addition to hiring ordinary labour- 
ers. The section of the Grand Canal just 
to the south of the Yellow River has also 
required dredging, in anticipation of the 
descent of freshets from the Wen River ; 
and a detachment of troops were set to dig 
it out. On the 19th of the month (? 29th 
May) a hundred of these men and three 
petty officers, being weary of their toil, 
applied to be discharged. This being re- 
fused, they deserted together, killing three 
of their comrades and two baggage coolies 
who would not jointhem. They were pur- 
sued and caught next day in the neighbour- 
hood of Fan Hsien. Two of the petty 
officers and another man, who were the 
originators of the revolt, have been tried 
and summarily executed. The rest have 
returned to the colours, with the exception 
of twenty-seven men and one of the petty 
officers, who escaped during the night in 
plain clothes, and have not yet been found. 
As the Colonel in command appears to have 
used unnecessary harshness and to have 
been much disliked, it is requested that he 
may be cashiered, as also two of his cap- 
tains.—Approved. 

TRIBUTE RICE FOR PEKING. 

July 14th.—The Governor of Chékiang 
reports the transmission by sea of the last 
instalment of rice from his province for the 
year 1887. The total amount forwarded 


was 520,900 piculs; the first instalment | 
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consisting of 234,400 piculs, was despatched 
early in the 2nd month of the present year, 
the second of 172,800 piculs, was sent about 
a fortnight afterwards, and the third and 
last instalment of 113,700 has now been 
forwarded. Of the last two instalments 
126,000 piculs was forwarded by foreign 
steamers and the rest by junks. 


ERECTION OF A MEMORIAL TEMPLE TO A 
DISTINGUISHED GENERAL. 


Jnly 15th.—The Governor of Shantung 
submits a petition signed by a number of 
the gentry in the three prefectures of 
Téng-chow, Lai-chow and Ch‘ing-chow 
praying for permission to erect a Memorial 
Temple to Fu Chén-pang, late Commander- 
in-chief of Hupei, who was a native of the 
Ch‘ang-i district in the prefecture of Lai- 
chow, and whose distinguished services 
have conferred great honour upon his 
native place. After obtaining his military 
degree, Chén-pang was appointed a Captain 
in Hunan shortly before the outbreak of 
the Taiping and Nien-fei rebellions. When 
the rebels over-ran Hunan and the adjacent 
provinces, the deceased headed a body of 
troops against them and gained a succession 
of victories in Kwei-chou and Kuangsi, 
For capturing the rebel leader Li Yuan-ja 
he was promoted to the rank of Major. In 
1853 he served under the Commander-in- 
Chief Hsiang-jung and gained success after 
success in Kuangsi, Hunan, and Hupei, 
and after marching over 1,000 li took the 
rebel encampments at Wu-ch‘ang, pursued 
them to Kiukiang, and pressed them so 
hard at Nanking that they were obliged to 
make their escape eastwards. For this he 
was decorated by the Emperor and pro- 
moted to be Colonel at Ting-kuang in Kwei- 
chou. In 1855 he again defeated a strong 
force of rebels at Tung-pa and following up 
his victory recovered the city of T‘ai-p‘ing 
in Anhui, burning over 800 rebel ships 
and thus preventing reinforcements from 
being sent to the rebels at Nanking. For 
these and other services he was made Bri- 
gadier-General at Hsii-chow. In 1856 when 
the Imperial troops at Nanking were com- 
pletely surrounded, Fu Chén-pang made a 
stealthy march and came to their rescue, 
and for services in capturing several cities 
in this and the following year, he was men- 
tioned in a decree of the Emperor Hsien- 
féng as an officer of equal excellence in the 
camp and in the council. Such were his 
services against the Taipings, his career 
against the Nienfei was equally prolonged 
and successful. When Chang Lo-hsing, 
the Nien-fei leader, was at the very height 
of his glory and besieged Hsii-chou with 
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five large armies, each consisting, it was 
said, of over 100,000 men, Fu Chén-pang 
with a comparatively small force made a 
fierce onslaught on the enemy, gained a 
great victory, slaughtering countless num- 
bers of the foe and forcing them to 
raise the siege of the city, he saved 
the lives of over 10,000 men. Advanc- 
ing into Honan he attacked the enemy 
at the Fei-ho and slaughtered them 
in such numbers that the rives ran red with 
their blood. For this he was recommended 
to the first vacancy that occurred for the 
post of Commander-in-Chief and received 
this Appointment in Yiinnan in the follow- 
ing year. In 1863 he was transferred to 
Chih-li and in 1875 was employed in special 
service against the brigands in Manchuria, 
and in 1880 he was trausferred to Hupei 
where he was engaged for some time in the 
work of army re-organization. He died 
from the effects of his wounds and excessive 
zeal for the public service, and the Gov- 
ernor, in recommending that a Memorial 
Temple should be erected in his honour 
and that his services should be recorded by 
the Court Historian, states that he need 
not dwell upon his private virtues as they 
live in the memories of the people. Re- 
script. Let the request he granted and 
let the Yamén concerned take note. 


ADDITIONS TO THE STAFF OF THE BOARD 
OF CIVIL OFFICE. 


July 16th.—The Board of Civil Office hav- 
ing represented that its staff was inadequate 
to perform the heavy duties which had been 
thrown upon it in recent years, the Emperor 
has been pleased to sanction its being sup- 
plemented by the addition of two Senior 
Secretaries, two Second Class Secretaries, 
and two Second Class Assistant Secretaries 
one of each being Manchu and the other 
Chinese. This is not, however, to be taken 
as a precedent for strengthening the staffs 
of other Yaméns. 


PACIFICATION OF BORDER COUNTRY IN 
YUNNAN. 

(2) The, Viceroy of Yiinnan states that 
it is extremely desirable to establish civil 
and military authorities in the district 
known as the Black Lolo Country which 
has been recently reduced to subjection 
and where the native tribes are anxiously 
looking forward to a settled administration. 
There is an expectant prefect named Wang 
Té-kao, who was formerly commissioned to 
procure the submission of the local chieftain 
Li-chih-lung, and who has gained the 
confidence of the natives. This officer 
he proposes to appoint to be Acting 
Magistrate of the newly created inde- 
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pendent department of Chén-pien. An 
expectant Colonel, Yii-ch‘ih Tung-hsiao, 
who was associated with Wang Té-kao in 
the above commission, and who subse- 
quently did good service in his operations 
against the chieftain Chang Téng-fa, he 
nominates as Acting Lieutenant-Colonel of 
Chén-pien for which post his knowledge of 
the country renders him eminently suit- 
able. The appointment of Captains, Assist- 
ant Magistrates and other officers is at pre- 
sent under consideration. Should the work 
of re-organization, be attended with satis- 
factory results, the appointmeuts will be 
made substantive, 


APPOINTMENT OF A LOCAL ADMINISTRATOR 
FOR THE ABOVE TERRITORY. 


(3) When the Imperial troops invaded 
the Lo-hei district last year, one of the 
native Chieftains Li Hsien-ch‘un, awed by 
their approach, sent his son and nephew 
to the camp of the Imperial Commander 
and tendered his submission. This was 
reported to the Throne by Ts‘én Yii-ying 
in a Memorial dated the 15th of December 
last. The Viceroy now states that he has 
been informed by the Military Secretary 
of the Commander-in-Chief that the Chief- 
tain in question is thoroughly sincere in 
embracing Chinese civilisation. As he he 
has full control over the natives in his 
district it has been suggested to the Vice- 
roy that he should be given the rank of 
local Administrator. The Viceroy adds 
that he has also ascertained from the officers 
who conducted the campaign in the Lo-hei 
country last year that while all the other 
natives gave their support to Chang Téng-fa 
in resisting the Imperial troops, Li Hsien- 
ch‘un alone stood aloof. He even showed 
a commendable spirit of submissiveness by 
acting as guide to the Chinese forces, and 
the Viceroy ask that in accordance with 
the precedent established last year in the 
case of Li Chih-lung, he should be appointed 
Local Administrator with the brevet rank, 
of Lieutenant.—Granted by rescript. 


MUNIFICENT SUBSCRIPTION TOWARDS YELLOW 
RIVER WORKS. 


July 17th.—Li Hung-tsao and the other 
officers in charge of the works at the Yellow 
River report that Li Yung-ch‘ing who was 
recently recalled to Peking when Acting 
Lieutenant-Governor of Shensi, by way of 
showing his sympathy in the present crisis, 
and as some slight return for the favours 
which he had received from the Throne, 
has subscribed out of his private savings a 
sum of Tls. 20,000 towards defraying the 
expenses of the repairs to the great breach 
of the Yellow River. Although the donor 
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did not presume to claim that any notice 
should be taken of his act, still the Memo- 

. Tialist thought that it should not be with- 
held from the knowledge of the Emperor. 
The Imperial Rescript issued in reply con- 
fers upon Li Yung-ch‘ing a button of the 
first class and the privilege of wearing a 
peacock’s feather. 

[Note.—Li Yung-ch‘ing is the officer 
against whose recall Yen Ching-ming re- 
cently remonstrated. A button of the first 
class cannot be purchased but a peacock’s 
feather can be had for about Tls. 3,000.] 


CASE OF ADULTERY AND MURDER IN 
TURKESTAN. 

(2) The Governor of Turkestan makes 
the following report :—Ch‘in-hsi and Chou 
Ch‘ing-chien lived and carried on business 
in the same street in the town of Turfan. 
The latter had a wife called Mei-lan, who 
was in the habit of seeing Ch‘in-hsi when 
he came to the house, as he frequently did, 
to see her husband. During one of these 
visits last autumn he found Chou Ch‘ing- 
chien absent, aud prevailed upon the wo- 
man to commit adultery. Finding it im- 
possible to continue his intimacy with the 
woman in her own house on account of the 
strict, surveillance under which she was 
kept, he rented a house for the purpose 
from a Mohammedan woman, named Mai 
lang-tzti where improper intercourse took 
place between them on two occasions. One 
evening at dusk Mei-lan had come to the 
house to meet her paramour, with whom 
she was laughing and jesting, when her 
husband arrived, kicked open the door, 
and surprised the guilty pair. The wo- 
man ran away, but before Ch‘in-hsi could 
escape, the husband caught him by the 
pig-tail, a violent struggle took place in 
the course of which Chou Ch‘ing-chien 
received a kick in the stomach, from the 
effects of which he died the same night. 
The law applicable to the case is embo- 
died in the following three provisions: 
1, A person who is guilty of an offence and 
in resisting capture kills another is liable 
to decapitation. 2. In a case in which a 
man commits adultery with a woman and 
kills the husband, the woman though not 
privy to the act, is liable to strangulation. 
3. A person who harbours people who com- 
mit adultery is liable to one degree less of 
punishment than the adulterers themselves. 
Ch‘in-hsi has been condemned under the 
first, Mei-lan under the second, and Mai- 
lan-tzii under the third of the above pro- 
visions. 

CASE OF MATRICIDE BY A LUNATIC IN FUKIEN. 

July 18th.—Li Ying was a native of the 
Nan-an district, where he lived with his 
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wife and his mother. Last autumn he 
became insane, but as he continued to have 
lucid intervals and was not dangerous, his 
relations concealed his state from the 
authorities for fear that he might be placed 
in confinement. Early in the present year 
the whole family removed to the Chin- 
chiang district, where they rented a house, 
and had scarcely settled down when Li 
Ying had a fit of insanity. Picking up a 
vegetable chopper, he whirled it wildly 
about and wounded his wife, who closed 
in upon him and endeavoured to wrest the 
weapon from him. His mother who came 
to the rescue received a slash on the 
forehead which killed her on the spot. 
The wif2 recovered, and the lunatic was 
secured and examined by a doctor. The 
‘* six pulses” were found to be beating at 
a violent rate, and his condition showed 
that the madness was real. After a period 
of confinement and medical treatment, he 
got well enough to give his evidence and 
confessed to the commission of the crime. 
The law is that a son who kills his mother 
shall be condemned to death by the slow 
and painful process, insanity being no ex- 
tenuation of the offence, and this is the 
sentence that has been passed upon Li 
Ying. As the family had only been three 
days in Chin-chiang, the tipao there is held 
blameless in the matter, but the local 
bailiff in the lunatic’s native district is to 
be punished for having failed to acquaint 
the authorities with the man’s condition. 


APPOINTMENT. 


July 19th.—(1) Shan Lien is gazetted 
Grain Intendant of Shantung. 


TEMPLE TO DECEASED VICEROY. 


(2) The Governor of Hunan submits a 
petition which has been presented to him 
by Kuo Sung-t‘ao, formerly Vice-President 
of the Board of War and Chinese Minister 
in England, in which he and several other 
retired officials and members of the gentry 
in Hunan ask for permission to erect and 
maintain at their own expense a temple 
to be dedicated to the memory of Yii-t‘ai, 
whose services when Viceroy of the Hu 
Kuang provinces are still gratefully remem- 
bered by the people. In the early yéars 
of the reign of Tao Kuang, Yii-tai was 
Lieutenant-Governor of Hunan ; he subse- 
quently became Governor and eventually 
rose to be Governor-General. During his 
ten years’ tenure of the latter office he 
spared no pains in alleviating the misery of 
the people, and he specially devoted him- 
self to the promotion of education. | The 
first symptoms of the Taiping rebellion 
occurred during his time in Hunan, In 
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1847 a rising took place under the leader- 
ship of Lei Jan-hao and two years later 
Li Yiian-fa organized an outbreak. Both 
were promptly suppressed by Yii-t‘ai and 
the latter was sent to Peking as a 
prisoner in a cage. By his example 
and precept the deceased Viceroy was the 
first to promote and establish the loyal 
and brave spirit which characterises the 
Hunanese and which has delivered the 
country from such formidable aggressions, 
and the men of Hunan, who can never for- 
get the valiant deeds of which some of them 
were eye-witnesses, would feel gratified if 
they were permitted to pay this slight 
tribute to the memory of a ruler whom they 
all cherish with such admiration and affec- 
tion. 


REMITTANCE FROM CHEKIANG SALT REVENUE, 


(3) For the present year the salt reve- 
nue of Chékiang was required to furnish 
Tis. 210,000 of the Peking subsidy, total 
amount of which is Tls. 8,000,000, and Ts. 
50,000 as a contribution towards the 
expenses of the Imperial Household. Half 
of these sums was to be sent within 
the first six months of the year, and 
the remainder was to be despatched 
early in the 12th moon. Tis. 60,000 
of the former and Tls. 15,000 of the 
latter allotment have already been for- 
warded, and the Governor now reports the 
transmission of further remittances of Ts. 
50,000 and Tis. 10,000 under these respec- 
tive heads. Tls. 5,000 have been added 
for the purchase of gensing. 


TEMPLES TO DECEASED GENERALS, 


(4) At the request cf Kuo Sung-t‘ao 
and other members of literary families in 
Hunan, the Governor of the province has 
applied for permission to construct me- 
morial temples to Fu-ch‘éng and Téng 
Shao-liang, two officers whose defence 
of Ch‘ang-sha Fu against the Taipings 
fully entitles them to such an honour. 
Fu-ch‘éng encountered a host of the 
rebels numbering tens of thousands with 
a small force of 2,000 men, 740 of whom 
he lost before he himself fell fight- 
ing. The engagement, though it entailed 
great sacrifice, gave time for preparing the 
defence of the city and virtually saved it 
from falling at once into the hands of the 
rebels. Téng Shao-liang completed what 
Fu-ch‘éng had so well begun. He was 
stationed within the city and when the 
rebels scaled the walls, he nobly defended 
every breach and killed with his own hand 
several of the foremost assailants. The 
siege lasted for four months, and it was by 
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saved. Téng Shao-liang has already received 
a niche in the temple dedicated to Lo Ping- - 
chang, but it is fitting that both he and 
Fu-ch‘éng should have separate temples of 
their own. 


APPOINTMENTS. 


20th July—(1) The following appoint- 
ments are announced :—Ching-shan, Vice- 
President of the Board of Civil office, to 
be Chief Examiner for Kiangsi ; Ch‘ien 
Kuei-shén and Féng Kuang-chii to be 
Chief Examiners for Chékiang and Hupeh 
respectively. 


FLOODS IN CANTON PROVINCE. 


(2) The Viceroy at Canton forwards an 
abstract of the reports which he has received 
on the recent floods from all the Magistrates 
in the province. Rain seems to have fallen 
in torrents in nearly every district during 
the whvle of the second moon. Much da- 
mage has everywhere been caused to pro- 
perty, but only a few lives are reported to 
have been lost. The deluge has greatly 
retarded the planting of the paddy shoots, 
and considerable suffering prevails, for the 
relief of which the Viceroy has sent agents 
with supplies of money. 


RECOMMENDATION OF AN OFFICER FOR 
SERVICES IN CONNECTION WITH 
FRONTIER DELIMITATION. 


(3) Wu Ta-ch‘éng, the Governor at Can- 
ton, enters a strong protest against the 
Board’s treatment of Shén Kéng-yao, an 
officer who served under him in the delimi- 
tation of the Kirin frontier. The under- 
taking was one of an entirely new nature, 
which required a knowledge of map making 
and considerable tact in execution. Of all 
the Governor’s staff Shén was the one who 
possessed the greatest experience, and 
whose services were of most value. It is 
quite unfair, therefore, that while others 
are rewarded he should be left out in the 
cold, and it is asked that the Board should 
be directed to reconsider his case.—Granted 
by Rescript. 

PARRICIDE IN SHANTUNG, 


July 21st.—(1) The Governor of Shan- 
tung reports the occurrence ofa case of 
parricide in his province. The murderer 
was a native of Fci Hsien. He had always 
been a dutiful and obedient son; but last 
autumn he became subject to periodical 
attacks of madness. As he was not in any 
degree violent, his father induced his 
neighbours and the tipao not to report the 
In the month 
following the first appearance of the disease 
the son was seized one day with a sudden 
fit, under the influence of which he began 
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to dance about the courtyard, brandishing 
a kitchen knife. His father came up and 
tried to take away the weapon, upon which 
the son cut him about the face with it, and 
then picking up a billet of wood battered 
his head and felled him to the ground. The 
madman was secured by the neighbours and 
the wounded man carried into the house. 
The daughter of the latter, a married 
woman, was sent for, and he narrated to 
her what had happened, after which he ex- 
pired in the course of the night. The 
woman reported the affair to the authorities, 
and the murderer was arrested. When 
put on his trial he showed the alienation of 
his intellect by his staring eyes, his gaping 
mouth, and the complete incoherence of 
his speech. He was also examined by 
medical men, who testified that his swollen 
veins and violent pulse proved him to be 
really insane. On acconnt of the grave 
nature of the case the Memorialist ordered 
the man to be brought to the provincial 
capital. He was there tried again by supe- 
rior judges, who confirmed the truth of 
the facts elicited by the court below, and 
found that nothing had been concealed 
or glossed over. In cases of parricide 
there is no mitigation of the penalty 
on account of the insanity of the mur- 
derer. The guilty man was therefore 
condemned to suffer the punishment of 
death by slow degrees, and as the capital 
of the province, where he had been brought, 
was distant more than three hundred li 
from his home, it was ordered that he 
should be sent to the scene of the crime 
and there exposed as a warning to others. 
It is also laid down in the law that when a 
murder is committed by a madman, and his 
friends and acquaintances have previously 
failed to inform the authorities of his in- 
sanity, they shall be condemned to undergo 
the punishment allotted to those who are 
aware of a case of intended homicide and 
take no steps to prevent it. Under this 
law, the tipao and two neighbours have 
been sentenced to receive one hundred 
blows of the bamboo.—Approved by Re- 
script. 
T0 LO-LUN, GRAIN TAOTAI, CENSURED. 


(8) Three months ago a Decree forwarded 
by the Grand Council instructed the Go- 
vernor of Shantung to keep careful watch 
over the behaviour of the Shantung Grain 
Taotai, To Lo-lun, and to report him to 
the Throne if he proved eventually not 

ual to his position. Last year, when the 
said Taotai was officially censured and pri- 
vately attacked in the law courts, the Go- 
vernor ordered him to send away two of 
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his servants whose misconduct had brought 
odium upon him. It now appears, how- 
ever, that instead of obeying this command, 
he has retained both the men in his Yamén. 
Further, he has lent his assistant officers 
Tls. 7,000 from the government moneys in 
his treasury, a proceeding which cannot 
fail to put him in the power of his under- 
lings to the detriment of the public interest. 
Lastly he has revived the practice of accept- 
ing birthday gifts, which had been abolished 
by his predecessors.—Decree issued separ- 
ately. 


VISIT OF TIBETAN LAMAS TO EASTERN TOMBS. 

July 23rd.—The officials in charge of the 
Imperial Tombs, East of Peking, present 
a Memorial concerning a visit made by the 
envoy of the Dalai Lama at Lhassa for the 
purpose of offering obeisance and present- 
ing gifts at the Mausoleum of the Emperor 
Hsien Féng. The Memorialists were pre- 
viously informed by the Mongolia Office 
that the Minister Shao-ch‘ti had been 
ordered to take charge of the Envoy and 
his suite, and that they would start on the 
29th of June. In accordance with the in- 
structions laid down in a decree issued in 
the Manchu language in the fourth year of 
the Emperor Chia Ch‘ing (A.D. 1799), they 
would sleep the first night of their journey 
in the ‘‘Court’” House attached to the Im- 
perial Rest House at Yen-chiao, the second 
night at Fu-lo Ssii Temple in Chi-chow, and 
the third at the Lung-fu Ssii Temple. They 
would return after the performance of the 
ceremony by the same stages. The party 
having arrived on the Ist of July, the 
Minister visited the Mausolea alone on the 
following day ; and early on the morning of 
the 3rd of July, he conducted the Djassak 
Lama with the Abbot and the rest of his suite 
to the Mausoleum of the Emperor Hsien 
Féng, in order that they might perform 
their obeisances and present their offerings. 
Under the verandah in front of the principal 
hall the Memorialists and their staff had set 
a yellow table, on which they reverently 
placed the articles brought, in the centre 
the written Memorials, the silk scarves, the 
images and pictures of Buddha, and at the 
sides the Tibetan incense and safflower, 
After which, Minister Shao-ch‘i prostrated 
himself in front of the steps, and the 
Djassak and the Abbot followed his exam- 
ple. Then the suite were made to ascend 
in separate detachments on to the Terrace, 
and, having chanted their hymns, they 
marched round the outside of the hall to the 
Chamber on the western side, where, their 
instruments of music being set out on tables, 
they played and sang till, the service being 
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concluded, they were conducted back again. 
When this was ended, the Memorialists 
carefully opened the foor of the principal 
hall and reverently placed the eighteen 
images and the nine picture scrolls within 
the éastern wing fora time. The Memo- 
rialists find that according to established 
custom gilt images of Buddha ought to be 
preserved in the eastern wing of the princi- 
pal hall on a table in the upper storey, 
while scrolls with pictures of Buddha should 
be kept in the Lung-fu Ssii Temple. But it 
appears that in the Mausoleum of the 
Emperor Hsien Féng the east wing of the 
principal hall has no such upper story. The 
Memorialists therefore, not daring to de- 
cide for themselves, beg to be instructed 
whether they shall transfer the images with 
the s¢rolls to the Lung-fu Ssii, or shall con- 
struct an altar for their reception and place 
it within the eastern wing. The two written 
Memorials and the two scarves they burnt 
according to precedent in the western stove, 
The three hundred and ninety-three packets 
of Tibetan incense, fine and coarse, the 
two boxes of gum, and the two hundred 
and fifty ounces of safflower, they have 
stored in the east side chamber, and will 
offer them as incense on the days appointed 
for the performance of religious rites. The 
Decree in reply orders the images to be 
placed on an altar constructed for the pur- 
pose and set within the eastern wing. 
TITLE OF HONOUR FOR EMPRESS. 

July 24th.—(1) On the 16th July a 
Decree was issued by the Empress Dowager 
ordering that the ceremony ofthe Emperor’s 
marriage should take place in the first 
month of next year. The Board of Rites 
thereupon presented a Memorial praying 
that Her Majesty would assume for herself 
‘an additional title of honour to comme- 
morate the auspicious occasion. With much 
modesty Her Majesty declined to entertain 
the proposal, and did not yield till she had 
thrice been earnestly solicited by the Em- 
peror. Her consent having at length been 
given His Majesty now directs the Depart- 
ments of State concerned to take the neces- 
sary steps for carrying out the proposal. 

REWARD FOR COLLECTING LAND TAX. 


(2) The High Authorities of Hupeh call 
‘attention to the important position held by 
the land-tax in their provincial revenue ; 
and they state that, whenever the whole 
sum due from any one district is collected 
and paid in within the year, it is the cus- 
tom according to precedent to bestow a 
reward onthe Magistrate concerned. The 
Magistrate of Sui Chow has now paid into 
ithe provincial treasury the whole sum due 
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from him for the past year, namely, regular 
tax Tls. 19,825, and additional levies, 
Tis. 10,337. It is therefore requested that 
a step in rank may be conferred upon him 
as a reward to himself and an encourage- 
ment to others.—Approved. 


HUPEH LIKIN-—REWARD FOR COLLECTORS, 


(3) The Hupeh Governor reports that the 
amount of likin collected in his province dur- 
ing the past twelve months is greater than 
it has been for many years, the sum being 
2,800,000 strings of cash. He therefore 
prays that he may be permitted to recom- 
mend for promotion the head of the Han- 
kow collectorate and a few other officers, 
who are found after careful enquiry to have 
displayed the highest merit, both the 
amount of increase in their receipts, and the 
ease or difficulty of collecting the tax, being 
taken into account for the purpose. For 
those who are deserving of approbation in 
a lesser degree, he will endeavour himself 
to find some small rewards.—The Rescript 
orders the Board of Civil Office to report on 
the question. 


July 25.—(No documents of interest.) 
TRANSPORT OF YUNNAN COPPER. 


July 26th.—(1) The Board of Revenue 
presents a list of the Chief Treasurers and 
Chief Justices for the Provincesof Szechuen, 
Hupeh, Kiangsu and Chihli, and requests 
that according to precedent one of these 
officers may be appointed from each of the . 
said provincesto superintend the conveyance 
of copper en route from Yiinnan to Peking. 
Like their predecessors the officers nomina- 
ted will be charged with this duty for a 
period of three years. They will each ap- 
point an assistant of the rank of Taotai or 
Prefect, who will take part with the local 
authorities in seeing to the forwarding of 
the copper; and they will report at once 
any case that may come to their notice 
of unreasonable delay, pilfering, or other 
malpractices. 

SOLDIER'S TEMPLE AT URUMTSI. 

(2) Liu Chin-t‘ang reports that twelve 
years ago he raised subscriptions and built 
a temple at Urumtsi, within the walls of 
Ti-hua, in memory of the Hunan officers 
and men of all ranks who died during the 
Turkestan war. A house and garden were 
also bought, from the rents of which are 
provided the means of offering sacrifice and 
other necessaries. Being at the time 
‘engaged in the prosecution ofhis campaigns, 
the Memorialist did not report to the 
throne what he haddone. Urumtsi having 
now been raised to the position of provin- 
cial capital, he begs that the building, of 
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the temple may be placed on record, and 
that the authorities of the town may be in- 
structed to offer sacrifice in it every year 
at the proper seasons. Approved by Re- 
script. 


SEAL FOR OFFICIAL ALMANACS IN FORMOSA. 


', (8) It is the custom to furnish to the 


government of each province a seal with 
the superscription of the Board of Astro- 
nomy. With this seal the provincial autho- 
rities stamp the copies of the official 
almanac issued by them every year. Taiwan 
having been made into a separate province, 
the Governor Liu Ming-ch‘uan requests that 
the Board of Civil Office at Peking may be 
instructed to cast a seal and forward it to 
him for use in the island. Referred to the 
Board of Ceremonies. 


RETIREMENT OF EMPRESS FRUM THE 
GOVERNMENT. 

July 27th.—(1) Her Majesty the Empress 
Dowager announces that when the Emperor 
first assumed the reins of power, she could 
not refuse him her advice and assistance in 
his doubts and difficulties, and therefore 
she constrained herself to comply with the 
prayers of the Ministers that she would 
instruct him in the art of governing for a 
few years. Since then two years have 


“passed, and to Her Majesty’s great satis- 
faction, the Emperor has applied himself 


with such zeal and success to the task of 
governing, that he is able of himself to 
decide and regulate the affairs of State as 
they come before him. As soon as his 
marriage has been celebrated in the first 
month of next year he should immediately 
assume thecomplete control of the Empire in 
accordance with the desires of both officials 
and the people. The Board of Astronomy 
is desired to select an auspicious day in the 
second month of the coming year for the 
eee of the Emperor's unassisted 
rule. 


EMPEROR'S COMPLETE ACCESSION TO POWER. 


(2) In a Decree published by the Em- 
peror it is declared that when he ascended 
to the Throne in his childhood, Her Ma- 
jesty the Empress Dowager ruled the 
country as Regent. For many years in an 
unexampled manner she gave herself to the 
severest labour, toiling day and night and 
knowing no rest. When two years ago the 
Emperor began to govern in person, Her 
Majesty affectionately consented to exercise 
supervision over his acts, and still con- 


-tinues her arduous toil. Her: Majesty has 


now decreed that in the second month of 
next year he shall assume complete-con- 
trol of the State. Appreciating Her Ma- 
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jesty’s feelings of thoughtful humility, he 
is filled in his heart with mingled senti- 
ments of gratitude and distress, as he 
reflects that, devoting herself to the 
good of the State, Her Majesty has 
been for thirty years consumed by 
trouble and anxiety without the per 
sibility of an instant’s repose. As Her 
Majesty has with kindly words again 
been pleased to make known her com- 
mands, he cannot dare to disobey. With 
awe and care he will give his whole heart 
to the multitudinous affairs of the nation, 
hoping to repay the love of Her Majesty, his 
holy mother, who nurtured and instructed 
him. But as in these times of difficulty 
the weight upon his shoulders will be 
doubly heavy, he hopes and trusts that the 
officers of the Government, great and 
small, will share his feeling of responsi- 
bility, and continue unswervinglv to afford 
him their most loyal assistance. In con- 
clusion he desires the Yaméns concerned 
to consider carefully what ceremonies 
should be performed on the occasion of his 
assumption of sole power. 


EXPENDITURE IN IMPERIAL SILK FACTORIES 
AT NANKING. 


(2) Chuang-shan reports that last month 
he took over charge of the Imperial Silk 
Factories at Nanking. He finds that in 
the last two years his predecessor expended 
on account of the annual indents and 
extra orders a total of Tls. 195,227.3.7.4.5. 
The small balance in hand, with the 
materials and machines iu stock have been 
handed over to the Memorialist. 


UNLAWFUL EXECUTION OF CRIMINALS, 

(3) The magistrate of Jen-huai Hsien in 
Kuei-chow, Ts‘ai Chien by name, received 
information that a man in his district had 
married the widow of his elder brother. 
He therefore caused the two persons to be 
arrested and brought before him, when 
both confessed that the accusation was 
true. The magistrate was de ply incensed 
at this breach of the laws of seniority for 
which the legal punishment is death, and 
caused the guilty couple to be exposed 
in a wooden cage till they expired. The 
younger brother of the man put to death 
lodged a complaint in a superior court, 
and a report having been sent to the 
Governor, he obtained the permission of 
the Emperor to cashier the magistrate 
and try him for his offence. The charge 
was heard and the above facts were proved 
conclusively. It appears that the punish- 
ment laid down in the law for unau- 
thorisedly putting to death a person who 
chas- committed a capital offence is a flog- 
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ging of one hundred blows; and a Magis- 
trate who convicts a person of marrying the 
widow of his elder brother is bound to re- 
port the case to the superior authorities in 
order that action may be taken by them. 
The offence of the Magistrate is aggravated 
by the fact that he has killed two persons 
of one family. It would therefore be too 
light a treatment of his conduct merely to 
punish him by dismissal from the public 
service ; and the Memorialist feels bound, 
in accordance with the suggestion made by 
the Court which heard the case, to propose 
that he be sent to serve at one of the post 
stations in Mongolia. 
Referred to the Board of Punishments. 


THE LAND QUESTION IN CHIHLI. 

July 28th.—Some six years ago the 
Viceroy Chihli, in a Memorial to the 
Throne, referred to the heavy taxation 
on what is known as the eight kinds 
of Banner Land in the province, and 
pointed out the inability of the people 
to pay such an excessive levy. To his 
proposal, however, that some reduction 
should be made, the Board offered stren- 
uous opposition, and insisted that the full 
amount should continue to be collected by 
the district officers. His experience during 
the years which have since elapsed has 
confirmed the Viceroy in his conviction 
that full payment is impossible, and that 
some compromise ought to be adopted. 
The land referred to is everywhere scatte- 
red among ordinary tenures held direct 
from the state. On eighty or ninety per 
cent of the latter the land tax does not 
exceed Tls. 0.4.8 per mu, while frequently 
it does not amount to more than a few li per 
mu. The rent levied on the banner land 
varies for Tls, 0.8 to Tls. 0.2.1 per mu, or 
almost tive times as much as the tax levied 
on the common tenure, The common 
tenures, it is true, are subject to the 
imposition corvée, but from this also the 
banner land is not, in all cases, exempt. 
The fact is that the tax originally imposed 
on the latter isso heavy that the whole 
produce of the land is not sufficient to 
meet it. Another consideration is that in 
measuring thc common tenure, the instru- 


ments used are larger, and that a mu often’ 


‘represents as much asa mw and a half or 
even several mu. During the reign of Chia 
Ch‘ing the penalties attaching to the failure 
on the part of the district officers to collect 
the entire tax were considerably increased. 
Since then the holders of banner land have 
constantly thrown up their land and made 
their escape elsewhere to evade the severity 
of the law, and in some cases have even 
been willing to pay others to take over 
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their land—their sole object being to 
escape from the unbearable position of 
tenants. In other cases the land is falsely 
represented to be ‘‘ black land,” liable to no 
tax, while some even go so far to report 
the land as their own property, and have it 
registered as held by the ordinary tenure. 
These abuses have long existed all through 
the province, but they are more severely 
felt in Liian Chou, An-su, Li Hsien, Kao- 
yang, Chiao-no, and Ku-an. This evil at 
first arose from negligence on the part of 
the local authorities, but in course of time 
detection became extremely difficult and 
the authorities had no resource but to make 
good themselves the arrears due by the te- 
nants. Finally, on account of poverty of the 
the country and their own embarrassments, 
they could continue to do so no longer, 
and were obliged to disclose the real state 
of the case. The rent unpaid amounts in 
every instance to about 30 or 40 per cent. 
of the total. and as there is neither land 
nor owners from which to collect it the 
work of clearance will be extremely difficult 
as unfortunately there are no ‘‘fish scale” 
registers to which to refer. This must, 
however, be attempted, as, if the abuse is 
allowed to continue, the amount of land 
under rent will become less and less and in 
the end disappear altogether. Acting there- 
fore upon the advice of the Financial 
Commissioner of the province, the Viceroy 
recommends that the yearly arrears of 20 
or 30 per cent. should for the present be 
entirely remitted, and that the officers of 
the abeve-mentioned districts should be 
given a term of five years within which to 
ascertain the quantity of land held under 
false titles, have it reported for purposes 
of taxation, and generally clear up the whole 
question. In his previous Memorial the 
Viceroy asked that reductions should be 
granted in T‘ungchow and seventy other 
districts and departments in the province, 
but in view in the objections raised by the 
Board he confines himself in the present 
Memorial to obtaining an alleviation for the 
most pressing cases without prejudice to 
the others .—Referred to the consideration 
of the Board of Revenue. 

REMITTANCES FROM CHEKIANG ON ACCOUNT 

OF THE EMPEROR’S MARRIAGE, - 

July 29th.—(1) The Governor of Che- 
kiang acknowledges the receipt from the 
Board of Revenue of a Memorial contain- 
ing of list of the appropriations to be sup- 
plied by his province on account of the 
Alto- 
gether Chekiang is to forward Tls. 350,500, 
of which Tls. 200,009 is to be taken from 
the fund for the repayment of the foreign 
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loan raised in connection with the campaign | The deceased 


in the West. The total amount forms part 
of the remittances whi¢h shonld otherwise 
have been sent to Peking to meet various 
Imperial disbursements during this and the 
previous years. So far, only Tls. 100,000 have 
been despatched, but owing to the urgency 
of the ma@er, the money will be drawn in 
advance from the provincial treasury. 


CATTLE PLAGUE IN SHANSI, 


(2) The Governor of Shansi reports that 
owing to the mildness of last winter and the 
present spring, a very serious outbreak of 
cattle plague occurred in the four prefec- 
tures of Hsi-an, T‘ungchow, Ch‘ien-chow, 
and Lu-chow in his province, which has 
carried off an immense number of animals. 
Many of the farmers, on account of the want 
of oxen, were obliged to allow their fields 
to remain untilled. On receiving a report 
of the epidemic the Governor had medical 
poceceipeions printed and widely circulated 

y means of proclamation. He also issued 
instructions that the more necdy of the 
farmers should be relieved froma fund which 
he had in hand for the purpose of purchasing 
animals in connection with the reclamation 
of waste land, and when this proved in- 
sufficient he authorised the temporary ap- 
propriation of public money for the same 
object. In eight of the districts where the 
disease was unusually severe, the farmers, 
besides being assisted by ofticial subscrip- 
tions and the loan of Government funds, 
received a contribution of Tls. 2,900 from 
the provincial capital. The cattle have 
been for the most part replaced, and work 
in the fields is so far advanced that there is 
every prospect of an abundant harvest. 

DECREE BY H.M. THE EMPRESS DOWAGER. 

30th July.—(1) Having received a Me- 
morial from the Imperial Board of Astro- 
nomy electing an auspicious day for the 
occasion, We hereby command that the 
assumption of Government by the Emperor 
in person should take place on the third 
day of the second month of next year (4th 
March, 1883). 

APPOINTMENT OF EXAMINERS. 

(2) Li Wén-t‘ien and Wang Jén-kan are 
gazetted principal and Assistant-examiners 
for Kian-nan. Similar appointments in 
Shensi are coferred upon Tai Chao-ch‘un 
and Chou Hsi-én. 

HONOURS TO A DECEASED TAOTAI, 

(3) The Governor of Anhui presents a 
long Memorial extolling the virtues and 
services of Jén Lan-shéng, late Intendant 
of the Féng Ying Liu Set Circuit in that 
province, who died about 2 months ago. 
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, who was 51 years of age, 
had served for over a quarter of a century 
in the province, and had done much to 
advance its material and moral progress, 
by restoring the water communication, en- 
couraging the growth of silk worms, erect- 
ing schools and other public institutions. 
A year or two ago he was denounced for 
having a degraded clerk in his service, and 
lost his position. The people, however, 
raised a subscription on his behalf, and 
procured him restitution to his original 
rank, When the breach occurred last year 
in the Yellow River embankment, his 
services were placed at the disposal of Me- 
morialists, and he has since been engaged 
in the distribution of relief all over the 
province. During one of these expedi- 
tions he was riding a vicious horse, and 
the restive movements of the animal pro- 
duced an ulcer, which baftled all medical 
skill, and eventually caused his death. 
Even in his last moments he kept anxiously 
enquiring about the state ‘of the floods, but 
made no reference to his private affairs. 
Memorialist, though not personally ac- 
qainted bist the deceased until quite 
recently, was formerly a Taotai of an adja- 
cent circuit in the province, and often heard 
of his excellent administration. It was 
only, however, when he came back as Go- 
vernor that he fully realized the extent of 
the deceased’s services. He concludes by 
recommending that posthumous honours 
should be awarded to the memory of Jén 
Lan-shéng, and that his career should be 
recorded by the State Historian—Granted 
by Rescript. 


REWARDS FOR OFFICERS ON ACCOUNT OF 
SERVICES AGAINST THE LI TRIBES 
IN HAINAN. 


31st July.—Last year the Governor- 
General and Governor at Canton recom- 
mended a number of officers for various 
forms of promotions and rewards on account 
of services performed during the campaign 
against the Li tribes in Hainan. In course 
of time they heard from the Board of 
War that objections had been raised to 
their proposals on the ground that the re- 
wards were toohigh, and they wererequested 
to suggest others more in keeping with the 
services performed. This they have con- 
sented to do, but strongly recommend an 
exception in two cases. The first is that of 
Féng Hsiang-‘hua, who is the fifth son of 
the Commander-in-Chief, Féng Tzu-ts‘ai. 
This officer crossed over to Kiungchow with 
his father and though a civilian took a pro- 
minent part in the campaign against the 
Lis, leading the troops into mountain fast- 


nesses that had never before been entered, 
and exterminating the aborigines in their 
own strongholds. He carried the war into 
Nan Chou, Ling-shui and other districts, 
always heading his troops in person, and 
completely reduced 18 villages belonging to 
the native tribes. At Ai Chou he caught 
the deadly fever of the district and nearly 
fell a viction to the disease. His troops, 
seeing the son of their General always 
in the thick of the fight, followed him 
everywhere regardless of their own lives. 
It was mainly due to his example that the 
rebel camps were discovered and destroyed. 
The second case is that of Chung Fén-ch ‘ung, 
who being teacher of a school in Wan Chou 
raised a force of braves and commenced 
operations against the aborigines. His 
knowledge of the country proved of great 
service, and after distinguishing himself in 
every engagement throughout the campaign 
he was employed in opening up the country 
for communication, and in bringing under 
settled administration the Lis over a 
distance of seven or eight hundred li. He 
is now stationed at Fan Yang, a strategic 
place of importance in the very centre of 
the country which must form the basis in 
all further operations against the aborigines. 
The Memorialists strongly insist upon these 
two officers being granted the rewards pre- 
viously suggested, and they hope that the 
amended scale of distinctions will be sanc- 
tioned in the other cases without further 
delay. The correspondence in the case has 
already extended over a year, and quite a 
number of the officers who were originally 
recommended have sunk into their graves 
without receiving any token of the Imperial 
favour. 


REWARDS FOR SONS OF LIU CH‘ANG-YU, 


A few months ago an Imperial decree was 
issued extolling the services of Liu Ch‘ang- 
yu, who had been successively Governor- 
General of the Two Kuang, of Chihli and of 
the Yiin-kuei provinces, and directing the 
Governor of Hunan to ascertain if he had 
left any issue. The latter now reports 
that he heard from the Magistrate of Hsin- 
ning that the deceased Viceroy had had 
four sons, the second of whom was dead, 
and nine grandsons, several of whom were 
of tender years. The eldest son who had 
served as an expectant prefect in Kansu 
had retired some years ago on account of 
defective eyesight. The other two hold 
minor Government offices. Decree con- 
ferring rewards previously published. 


PENG YU-LIN VACATES OFFICE. 
1st August.—Decree—We have received 
a Memorial from Péng Yu-lin asking per- 
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mission to vacate office and to give up the 
various appointments he holds on account 
of the dangerous character of his illness. 
Péng Yu-lin, whose services in the in- 
spection of the ‘naval force on the 
Yangtze have been of a very eminent 
character, has made repeated applica- 
tions for permission to retir@‘to which 
we have hitherto been unable to accede. 
As his present Memorial reports that his 
condition is much aggravated and as it is 
couched in the most earnest language We 
feel constrained to show our sympathy with 
him by granting his request. We there- 
fore anthorise him to retire from his posi- 
tion as President of the Board of War, and 
return to his native place to recruit his 
health in peace and quiet. He need not 
however vacate his appointment as Inspec- 
tor of the naval forces on the Yangtze, the 
management of which will be undertaken 
by Li Ch‘éng-mou in order to show the 
reliance which the Court places on P‘éng 
Yu-lin as a public servant. We command 
him to resume his old office as soon as he 
is restored to health. 


REMITTANCES FROM CUSTOMS DUTIES AT 
CANTON, 

(2) The Viceroy, Governor and Superin- 
tendent of Customs at Canton, forward a 
joint Memorial reporting the transmission 
of the second instalment of the Peking 
subsidy for the present year. The follow- 
ing are the sums required for the year 
from the Canton Customs—Tls. 100,000 
from the Foreign Customs, Tis. 60,000 as a 
recent additional assessment on the same, 
Tis. 120,000 from the six-tenths of the 
Foreign Customs duties as a contribution 
towards the military expenses of the North- 
east frontier, two sums of Tls. 18,000 and 
Tls. 40,000 to meet the expenses of the 
Emperor’s marriage which are to be drawn 
from the amount which would otherwise 
be forwarded for inereasing the salaries of 
Peking officials. Also Tls. 300,000, the 
fixed amount annually furnished by the 
Canton Customs to the Privy Purse of the 
Imperial Household. Owing to the diffi- 
culty of forwarding specie from Canton, it 
has been the custom to transmit such pay- 


- ments in bills drawn upon Shanse bankers 


in the city, and accordingly Tls. 180,580 is 

now despatched in this way as the second 

instalment of the above payments. ; 

DEATH OF HSI LUN—SE-LENG-O ON FOREIGN 
DOCTORS. 

Aug. 2nd.—Sé-léng-o Military Governor 
of Ili, and Chang K‘éng, Deputy Lieute- 
nant General report the death of Hsi-lun, 
the President of Tarbagatai. Sé-léng-o 
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states that since his arrival in Ili he had 
frequently seen the deceased in his ordinary 
health. He learned, however, that a for- 
eign doctor had been treating him for his 
old complaint and that the sore was com- 
pletely healed, but his left wrist became 
swollen as large as a gourd. .Memorialist 
warned him that the methods pursued by 
foreign doctors were different from those of 
Chinese and he ought not lightly to put 
faith in them. When the summer came 
on the swelling extended to the whole arm 
and again the foreign doctor performed an 
bed arage Yellow matter oozed continu- 
ally éut of the sore, and the deceased lay 
quite prostrate on his bed. Still his voice 
remained clear and distinct, and he was 
able to take several cups of thin gruel at a 
time. His friends all said that he had been 
quite as ill the year before, and that he 
would recover as soon as the poisonous mat- 
ter had been got rid of. During one of his 
visits Memorialist noticing that the patient 
was much worse, reassured him with words of 
comfort and had an able native physician 
put in charge of his case, but on the 16th 
of June his disease suddenly took a turn 
for the worse, diarrhoea set in, and medical 
aid was of no avail. Conscious of his ap- 
Sane end he dictated his testamentary 

emorial to the Throne and expired on 
the following day. Hsi Lun who started 
official life as a Secretary of a Board was 
appointed Resident at Hamei in 1871, and 
during the Mohammedan rebellion in the 
North-west performed most distinguished 
services in the bleak and icy regions to the 
North of the T‘ien Shan. He was a man of 
extremely abstemious habits in private life, 
never partaking of more than one dish at his 
meals or wearing more than one silk coat. 
His house contained nothing but books 
and archives and at the time of his death 
he was so poor that he did not have enough 
money to cover his funeral expenses. Two 
little sons aged five and three respectively 
survive him, and their desolate condition 
in a strange country is deserving of much 
sympathy. 


HONORIFIC TITLE FOR H.M. THE EMPRESS 
DOWAGES. 


The President of the Board of Ceremonies 
and his colleagues present a Memorial for 
the expression of the Imperial wish on the 
following point. They reverently observe 
that the Imperial Institutes contain a pro- 
vision for the bestowal of an honorific title 
on Her Majesty the Empress Dowager on 
occasions of the celebration of national 
rejoicing, in order to invest the ceremonies 
with due splendour and dignity. In 1651 
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and 1654 during the reign of Shun Chih, 
and 1665 in the reign of Kanghsi, and in 
1872 in T‘ung Chih’s reign, in connection 
with the completion of Imperial Marriage 
ceremonies such honorific titles were con- 
ferred. A decree having now been received 
from H.M. the Empress commanding that 
the Emperor’s marriage should be celebrated 
in the Ist moon of next year, it is fitting 
that in accordance with previous precedents 
a request should be made for the bestowal 
of an honorific title on H.M. the Empress 
in order to exalt the principle of governing 
by filial piety and maintain the glory of 
past traditions. On the receipt of His 
Majesty’s commands it will devolve upon 
the Grand Secretariat to draw up and sub- 
mit for Imperial approval an honorific title 
couched in language of suitable dignity. 
The Board of Ceremonies will communi- 
cate with the various department concerned 
and request them to make the necessary 
preparations for the celebration of the ce- 
remonies: connected with the conferring of 
the distinction. 

August 3rd.—No documents of interest. 


CHARITABLE GIFT oF TLS. 10,000. 

August 4th.—According to a report made 
to the Governor of Honan by the Charity 
Board in that province, a gentleman 
named Huang Shih-hsii has presented to 
the Board, for the relief of sufferers from: 
the Yellow River floods, first Ts. 5,500 in 
silver, then six thousand strings of cash, 
equal in value to Tls. 4,000, and lastly 
1,000 articles of wadded clothing, worth 
Tls. 500, making a total of Tls. 10,000. The 
donor wasformerly an expectant Prefect, but 
afterwards was dismissed from the public 
service. In making the gift he declares that 
he is only actuated by a feeling of kind- 
ness to the people among whom he has 
served, and he does not desire that any 
favour should be granted to him in return. 
The Governor lays before the Emperor the 
report of the Charity Board, and at the 
same time represents that the offence for 
which Huang Shih-hsii was dismissed was 
that of opening pawn-shops in the province 
where he was employed as an official, and 
therefore was not one of an unpardonable 
character. Seeing that the Taotai Kung- 
hsiian was restored recently to his rank in 
consequence of his having made a charit- 
able donation of a similar amount, the 
Memorialist very humbly suggests that the 
Emperor may perhaps take into considera- 
tion the propriety of according a like favour 
to Huang Shih-hsiii—The Emperor’s Re- 
a restores Huang Shih-hsii to his former 
rank, 
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REWARDS FOR SAVING LIVE AT SEA. 


August 5th.—(1) The Governor-General 
at Nanking refers to the regulations emana- 
nating from the Tsung-li Yamén, by which 
rewards may be requested for the officers 
of Chinese steam men-of-war who rescue as 
many as thirty persons of any nationality 
from imminent peril of drowning at sea. 
It has already been placed on record that 
Wu Ch‘ing-tang the Commander of the Hu 
wet has preserved the lives of twenty-six in- 
dividuals ; since which he has saved a man 
near Pao-shan Hsien, and four others at 
Tongkadoo, Also, the Captain and off- 
cers of the Fei-t‘ing saved eighteen 
lives in the neighbourhood of Paoshan 
and fifteen more near Tung-liu Hsien 
in Anhui. All these persons were rescued 
from imminent danger, their boats being 
dismasted and helpless in violent storms, 
and they themselves actually taken from 
out of the water. It is therefore requested 
that, in accordance with the regulations, 
those of the officers in each vessel, to whose 
courage and energy the preservation of 
these lives in more especially due, may be 
recommended for the receipt of a fitting 
reward. —Referred by Rescriptto the Tsung- 
li Yamén. 


RESUMPTION OF ORIGINAL NAME. 
(2) The Governor-General at Nanking 


reports that a petition has been presented . 


by the General at Sung-kiang on behalf of 
a Corporal named Wang Tsai-tung. It 
appears from the petition that the original 
name of the Corporal was Huang Wen-pin ; 
but in his childhood he was adopted by an 
uncle, the husband of his father’s sister, 
and given the name which he has since 
borne. His uncle, however, has since been 
blessed with offspring, while his real parents 
have been left childless. He therefore 
prays that he may be allowed to resume 
his old surname and take his place in 
his own family once more. The Memoria- 
list, after mentioning that the said Corporal 
rose from the ranks, declares that there is 
nothing in the regulations to prevent the 
granting of the petition. He therefore 
begs that His Majesty will be pleased to 
give his assent, and direct the Board of 
War toplace the matteron record.—-Granted. 


KIANG-SU RIVER WORKS COMPLETED. 

(3) Some time ago Chang Fu-nien, the 
Provincial Chief Justice for Kiang-su, was 
temporarily detached from his post and 
put in charge of the river works “which 
were undertaken in the part of Kiang-su 
near the sea in consequence of the change 
of course of the Yellow River. The Gov- 
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ernor-General now reports that these works 
have been completed, the Chief Justice 
has therefore resumed the regular duties 
of his office. 
TEMPLE TO HSIUNG TS‘UN-HAN. 

August 6th.—(1) The Board of Censors 
presents a Memorial on behalf of a number 
of officials and gentlemen belonging to the 
province of Kiangsi, who beg to be allowed 
to erect two temples to a deceased fellow- 
provincial named Hsiung Ts‘un-han. In 
the year 1868 the deceased was Magistrate 
of Hsien Hsien in Chihli, when the coun- 
try was overrun by the Nienfei rebels. 
In -the month of March that year Hsien 
Hsien was attacked, Binding the citizens 
by oath to resist to the death, the 
magistrate mounted the walls with them 
and offered a vigorous resistance to the 
assailants, many of the fiercest of whom 
were killed. But the numbers of the 
rebels prevailed, and the city was taken 
by storm. The Magistrate, however, con- 
tinued the fight in the streets, and was 
killed sword in hand. The circumstances 
of the case having been reported to Peking, 
he was given the rank and title of Director 
of the Imperial Stud, and an hereditary 
office was conferred on his descendants. 
In the following year at the request of the 
then Viceroy, Tseng Kwo-fan, permission 


' was given for the building of a temple in 


his honour at Hsien Hsien; and later, 
on the application of the Viceroy Li, his 
name and exploits were recorded in the 
national annals, and the local authorities 
were ordered to offer sacrifice at his temple 
in the spring and autumn every year. The 
petitioners now pray that they may be 
allowed to build temples in his honour in 
the province of his birth, one in the town 
which was his original home, and another 
in the place to which his family has been 
transferred. In making this application 
they are acting upon a precedent establish- 
ed in the present year. For they find that 
His Majesty has permitted a temple to be 
built in Chekiang to a native of that pro- 
vince, the Literary Chancellor of Kuangsi, 
whose fate was exactly similar to that of 
Hsiung Ts‘un-han.—Granted by Rescript. 
LITERARY EXAMINATIONS IN HUNAN, 

(2) The Literary Chancellor of Hunan 
presents a memorial showing the examina- 
tions conducted by him during the past 
year. In a previous report he gave an 
account of his visits to the towns of Yo-chou 
Fu, Li-chou, Ch‘ang-te Fu, Ch‘en-chou 
Fu, Yung-chou Fu, Yuan-chou Fu, and 
Ching Chou. In the month of Septem- 
ber he held an examination in Ch‘ang- 
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sha, after which he revisited Yo-chou, 
Li Chou, and Ch‘ang-té for the purpose 
of conducting the second examination in 
those places. In the beginning of the pre- 
sent year, as soon as the seals were opened, 
he proceeded to Pao-ch‘ing, Yung-chou, 
Kuei-yang, Ch‘en Chou, and Heng-chou, 
returning to Ch‘ang-sha in June. As re- 
gards the number of students and the lite- 
rary ability displayed he found each place 
to be much the same as in the earlier 
examinations. He was careful everywhere 
to publish regulations beforehand for the 
guidance of the competitors, and he enjoin- 
ed upon the inspectors and other oflicers 
to be most careful that no irregularities were 
permitted in the halls ; and he found that 
there was a strong check placed on such 
malpratices as the substitution of candi- 
dates or copying of papers. He was con- 
tinually in the hall himself, keeping strict 
supervision over all; and when dismissing 


the students, he gave them advice as to. 


their future behaviour and diligence. He 
also urged upon the literary instructors 
that they must be zealous in teaching and 
exercising their pupils. He desires to add 
that in the country through which he 
passed there was a seasonable amount of 
rain and sunshine, a satisfactory harvest 
was expected, and perfect tranquility pre- 
vailed. In the month of August he will 
proceed to hold supplementary exaimina- 
tions according to custom. 


HUNG-TSE LAKE IN JUNE, 

August 7th.—The Director-General of 
the Yellow River reports that between the 
31st May, and the 29th June, the water in 
the Hung-tsé has only increased two inches 
in height. The Grand Canal in the districts 
adjacent to the lake and in those to the south 
of itremains about the sameas before, with an 
inch or so of rise in some places and as much 
fall in others. Northward, towards Shan- 
tung, it has risen a few inches. The barrier 
and other works are all perfectly secure. 
The upper streams of the I and Sst Rivers 
not having yet swelled and the Huai River 
at Shou Chou having somewhat fallen, the 
water is generally low throughout the rivers 
and lakes of Northern Kiangsu but the 
Memorialist is none the less aware that, 
the summer freshets being at hand, there 
will be need of the greatest watchfulness 
on the part of himself and his assistants. 

WANT OF MAGISTRATES IN FORMOSA. 

August 8th.—(1) The Governor of For- 
mosa represents that he is unable to find a 
sufficient number of Magistrates to fill the 
vacant posts in the island. This spring 
several deaths having occurred among the 
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local officials, the Government of Fukien 
was requested to transfer three expectant 
Magistrates from that province to Formosa. 
But of the three, only one arrived, and he 
too has since died, so that the Memorialist’s 
staff is no better off than before. It ap- 
pears that owing to the bad climate and the 
presence of malaria in the island, more 
than ten Sub-prefeqts or Magistrates have 
died within the last two years; and, this 
having become known, officers who are 
transferred from other provinces find means 
to escape complying with their orders. It 
is thus impossible to fill the vacancies which 
occur. There are at the present moment 
eight or nine posts without regular occu- 
pants, and in addition, the acting Magis- 
trate at Feng-shan has applied to be re- 
lieved immediately on acconnt of serious 
illness. This state of things is particularly 
to be deplored at the present moment, 
when the land has just been measured with 
a view to its taxation, and certificates are 
being issued to the owners, so that there is 
special need of competent officers. There 
are officials under the orders of the Memo- 
rialist who possess the requisite experience 
and knowledge of the country, but unfor- 
tunately they are not of the standing 
required for promotion to the rank of 
Magistrate. Under these circumstances the 
Memorialist suggests that the regulations 
regarding promotion should be placed in 
abeyance for a limited time, say for ten 
years, or till the works at the new provincial 
capital be completed, and that during the 
said period he shall be allowed to exercise 
his discretion in making appointments to 
District Magistracies without being bound 
by the ordinary rules.—Referred to the 
Board of Civil Office for a report without 
delay. 
YELLOW RIVER REAPPEARANCE IN 
SHANTUNG. 

(2) The Governor of Shantung states 
that hearing the works in Honan were pro- 
gressing very satisfactorily, and the closing 
of the great breach in the Yellow River 
might be effected any day, he proceeded 
with all speed to the western frontier of his 
province in order that he might be on the 
spot when the water began to descend. He 
found the repairs along the upper course of 
the river had been successfully executed, 
except that the private embankment im 
P‘u Chou and Fan Hsien appeared to 
require strengthening, which he immediate- 
ly ordered to be done. On the frontier 
of K‘ai Chou in Chihli, where an inunda- 
tion occurred last year, a new embankment 
had been constructed for a length of 5,000 
yards. This embankment was entirely com- 
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pleted, and the break-waters were just being 
attached when, on the 8th of the month, 
(July 16th? June 17th ?), he heard by tele- 
gram both from the Director General of the 
Yellow River and from his own agent at 
Cheng Chou that the conducting canal had 
been opened two days previously, that 
everything was going on well: and that the 
water had begun to flow eastward. He at 
once gave orders to the officials to be on 
the watch. There was not long to wait ; 
for next dayat 4 a.m. the stream had already 
reached Shantung and by 1 p.m. it was 
rushing past in a torrent. Where break 
waters had been constructed they most of 
them began to sink in, owing to their 
having become dry through exposure to 
wind and sun. But steps were immediate- 
ly taken to raise and strengthen them by 
the addition of fresh materials. In con- 
clusion, the Memorialist states that on the 
two following days the volume of water 
had still increased, and the river guards 
were ordered to do their utmost to preserve 
the banks. 


BRIGANDAGE IN ANHUI. 


August 9th.—(1) The Emperor in a De- 
cree notices the suppression of a band of 
brigands in the District of Ho-fei in northern 
Anhui. It appears that a number of bri- 
gands after fighting and plundering their 
neighbours, united with the members of an 
illegal religious society, and fortified them- 
selves in a strong position in the mountains, 
where they offered resistance to the troops 
sent against them: They were unable how- 
ever to résist the attack made upon them, 
their stronghold was taken, and their leader 
captured and summarily executed. Per- 
mission is given to recommend for promotion 
the officers who distinguished themselves 
the most in the suppression of the insurrec- 
tion. 

APPOINTMENTS. 

(2) Hsit Keng-shen promoted to be Pre- 
sident of the Board of War. 

Sun Yii-wen transferred to the Junior 
Vice-Presidentship of the Board of Civil 
Office. 

Hsii Yung-i transferred to the Senior 
Vice-Presidentship of the Board of Works. 

Wang Ming-luan promoted to be Junior 
Vice-President of the Board of Works and 
Master of the Mint. 


INSURRECTION IN HUNAN. 

(3) According to a Memorial presented 
by the Governor of Hunan, a serious 
disturbance occurred last May in Pa- 
lin Hsien, the Central District of Yo- 
chou Fu. In the previous autumn there 
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had been a slight deficiency in the 
harvest at Pa-ling ; but the spring crops 
this year did well, and there was no great 
rise in prices. However, a man named 
Wang-lu raised the cry that the exporta- 
tion of rice from the district was making 
food dear. He posted a number of notices 
inviting people not to allow the passage of 
grain boats. At the same time he collected 
all the distressed people he could from the 
country round, furnished them with strips 
of white cloth as a distinguishing mark, 
and marched with them from the house of 
one rich man to another, plundering their 
barns and granaries and burning or pulling 
down their houses. Finally, he beheaded 
an unfortunate man in order that he might 
be able to ‘‘blood” his banners. When 
the troops which had been sent to restore 
order arrived they found themselves open- 
ly defied by a strong body of insurgents 
armed with all sorts of weapons, and dis- 
playing banners of different colours. The 
soldiers commenced a fire of musketry and 
artillery, and set a light to the buildings 
occupied by the insurgents, who thereupon 
broke and ran in every direction. Several 
of them were captured, but the leader him- - 
self, Wang Lien-lu disappeared. Orders 
were given to take measures to disperse 
those people who had been pressed into the 
insurrection against their will, and to insti- 
tute a house to house search for persons 
concealed. A few days afterwards Wang 
Lien-lu and the man who acted as his prin- 
cipal lieutenant were captured in Hupei, 
whither they had fled. Having been brought 
to trial they were immediately executed, 
while the other prisoners were left to be 
dealt with by the ordinary process of law. 


DEATH RESULTING FROM FLOGGING. 


(4) The Military Governor of Kirin re- 
ports the trial of an officer for causing the 
death of a soldier by flogging. 

A Yiin-ch‘i-yii (hereditary officer) named 
Ch‘ang-shan, a Manchu belonging to the 
Bordered Blue Banner, was ordered two 
years ago to take up his quarters at a post 
station called Su-wa yen for the purpose of 
patrolling the country against robbers. At 
the same time special orders were given to 
him to keep a watch on the soldiers of the 
station, who were reported to be in the 
habit of oppressing the people in its neigh- 
bourhood. One day, when the officer in 
charge of the station was away ‘at Kirin, a 
soldier named Sun Tien-hsiang went to a 
shop and tried to buy some drugs on credict. 
As however he owed money for previous 
purchases the shopkeeper refused to let 
him have anything without payment. He 
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therefore became very violent, upon which 
the shopkeeper went to complain of him to 
Ch‘ang-shan, who sent for him, reprimanded 
him, and then let him go. Next day the 
shopkeeper came again to say that the 
soldier had gone back to the shop, knocked 
over the counter and threatened to kill the 
complainant and all his family. The ofticer 
again called up the soldier, who behaved in 
a very refractory and insubordinate manner 
in Court. He therefore ordered him tu 
receive a flogging of twenty blows, which 
were inflicted with a whip on the back of his 
leg. As soon as he was released, the man 
went to the kitchen of the post-station, 
where he remained for twelve days, at the 
end of which he died from the injury he 
had received. A complaint was lodged by 
his brother, and a thorough enquiry was 
made into the case by officers specially de- 
puted for the purpose by the Memorialist. 
The Memorialist finds that the officer 
Ch‘ang-shan acted quite rightly in taking 
notice of the soldier’s misbehaviour, more 
specially as he had been particularly desired 
to see to such matters. Also. the soldier’s 
conduct, towards the shopkeeper, and in 
Court was such as to merit a flogging ; the 
punishment was inflicted on a proper part 
of his person, and the number of blows was 
moderate. Nevertheless the Memorialist 
condemns the officer to receive 100 blows 
under a statute which awards that penalty 
for causing a man’s death by flogging 
him improperly. As the offender in this 
case is a commissioned officer, his dismissal 
from the service will take the place of the 
corporal punishment. He will also lose his 


hereditary post, to which another member 


of his family be appointed to succeed. In 
accordance with a further clause of the law 
above quoted the man by whose hand the 
fatal flogging was actually inflicted has been 
condemned to receive ninety blows, that 
being a penalty one degree lighter than the 
sentence of his superior under whose orders 
he acted. As he is a Manchu, the flogging 
will be given with the whip instead of the 
bamboo. —Referred to the Board of Punish- 
ments. 
DAY FOR EMPEROR’S MARRIAGE. 

August 10th.—The Board of Astronomy 
represents that it has reverently received 
Her Majesty’s Decree ordering it to fix on 
an auspicious day in the second month of 
next year for the celebration of the mar- 
riage of His Majesty the Emperor. After 
carefully consulting the Imperial Book on 
Astronomy it has reverently selected two 
days in the second month, from which Her 
Majesty will choose one. The numbers of 
the two days are forwarded as a separate 
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enclosure.—Decree in reply already pub- 
lished. 
COAL MINES NEAR JEHO. 


August 11th.—(1) The Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor of Jeho submits a report which the 
Board of Works had called for, respecting 
the proposed working of coal mines at Yii- 
shu-kou, a place within the prefecture of 
Ch’éng-té. The foreign machinery em- 
ployed at the Jeho mines required such a 
vast quantity of coal to work it that it was 
decided some time ago try and raise the 
supply locally. The Throne having been 
Memorialised on the subject, the question 
was referred to the Board, and the latter, 
before coming to a definite decision, asked 
information as to the situation of the pro- 
pused mines, whether they were to 
be worked by a mercantile company or 
as a Government monopoly, and whether 
their opening would have any prejudicial 
effect on graves or cultivated land. The 
Board also wished to know what measures 
it was proposed to adopt for preventing 
trouble amongst the miners. Replying to 
these questions, Chu Ch‘i-chao, the ex- 
pectant Taotai in charge of the business, 
stated that the mines are to be entirely 
under Government control, and forwards 
a tracing of the district which shows that 
there are no graves or arable land in the 
neighbourhood. The enterprise originated 
with the Viceroy Li who instructed the 
Taotai to try and find coal somewhere in 
the vicinity to work the machinery at the 
Jeho mines. If the present request is 
sanctioned, the Taotai proposes to employ 
only the people of the place, to the 
exclusion of rowdies, idlers, and tramps 
from other districts, and all due care will 
be taken by the civil and military authori- 
ties for the maintenance of order. If the 
experiment proves successful, formal re- 
gulations will be drawn up for its future 
management. 


INSPECTION OF DISUSED LEAD MINES. 

(2) The Assistant Governor of Kobdo 
reports the inspection by a commission of 
some old lead mines at a place called Tu- 
lan-ha-la within his jurisdiction. These 
mines, the working of which was stopped 
in the reign of Kia K'‘ing on account of 
their interference with frontier concerns, 
are examined once every year, after the 
breaking up of the winter's ice and snow, 
by a commission composed of officers from 
Kobdo and Pa-li-k‘un. Some two years ago 
a Colonel Shih obtained permission from 
the Governor of Turkestan to open mines 


/ in the Ch‘i-t‘ai district and extended his 


operations to Tu-lan-ha-la without taking 
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any notice of the prohibition. The Me- 
morialist reported the matter to the Throne 
and directed the Colonel to discontinue 
the work and disband all the miners. The 
commission which visited the locality early 
this year found six men there still, who 
stated that they were merely waiting for 
the arrival of baggage animals to take away 
the mining tools. The Colonel’s death, 
however, delayed matters a little, and some 
days would elapse before they could pack 
up and take their departure. No other 
traces of illicit mining were discovered, and 
proclamations were issued warning the 
people agaiust any further attempt of the 
kind. 


SUPPLY OF FUNDS FROM HUPEH FOR RELIEF 
WORKS IN CONNECTION WITH YELLOW RIVER 
INUNDATIONS. 


(3) On the 5th of November, 1887, a 
Decree was issued commanding the aboli- 
tion of the camp followers in the provincial 
armies, and ordering the payment of 
certain contributions by salt merchants, 
pawnbrokers and exchange shops to provide 
a fund for relief works in connection with 
the Yellow River disaster. A copy of it 
having been forwarded to Hupeh the 
Governor-General now states that the 
abolition of the camp followers was carried 
into effect more than two years ago, and 
the savings resulting therefrom are remitted 
annually to the Board. The salt consum- 
ed in Hupeh comes either from Szechuen 
or the Liang Huai district, and there 
being no salt merchants in Hupeh the con- 
sideration of this portion of the subject will 


devolve upon the Governor-Generals of * 


Szechuen and the Two Kiang. There are 
altogether 59 licensed pawnshops in the 
whole province paying an annual fee of 
Tls. 5 each. In accordance with the terms 
of the Decree, an advance representing 20 
years’ payment was to be made at once, 
which is being at present done and will be 
completed before the end of the year. 
Exclusive of the above there are 230 
small pawnshops not possessed of sufii- 
cient capital to enable them to pay a 
licence. For some years past each of 
these has paid a yearly fee of Tls. 100, 
and the amount derived from this source 
for the present year will also be placed to 
the credit of the above fund. The number 
of these shops constantly varies, and it 
would be impossible to estimate beforehand 
what amount the taxation would yield, but 
reports will be furnished to the Board from 
time to time. It would appear from a 
statement presented by the exchange shops 
that their contributions will be paid direct 
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to the Board by the head establishments in 
Peking. 
RESTORATION OF FORMER RANK TO SHAO 
YUEH-LIEN. 


August 12th.—Shao Yueh-lien, while 
holding office as Director of the Court of 
Sacrifices, was degraded some two years 
ago for having failed in his duty by makin 
an application for sick leave. He died 
shortly afterwards, and his son Shao Chi, 
who is an expectant Secretary of a Board, 
reports through the Viceroy Li Hung- 
chang that his father on his death-bed 
left an injunction on him to requite the 
kindness he had received from the Em- 
peror by contributing towards the relief of 
any public disaster that might occur. In 
obediency to his father’s wishes he has 
now sold part of his ancestral estate and 
realised a sum of Tls. 10,000, which he 
presents as a small offering towards de- 
fraying the expenses of the Yellow 
River Works. The Viceroy remarks that 
Shao Yueh-lien rose gradually from being 
a member of the Hanlin, and that the 
fact that he quitted office during a period 
of sickness gives his offence a very dif- 
erent complexion from what it would 
have had if it had arisen from other circum- 
stances. The son did not ask any reward 
for his deceased father, but the Viceroy 
suggests that in accordance with the pre- 
cedent established inthecase of Féng Tséng, 
Superintendent of the Imperial Factory at 
Soochow, Shao Yueh-lien should be re- 
stored to his former rank. This being 
only of the nature of a compliment to the 
dead may be all the more easily granted. — 
Granted by Rescript. 

PROPOSED MONTHLY EXAMINATION OF 

EXPECTANT OFFICIALS IN YUNNAN. 


August 13th.— Yiinnan, the Viceroy 
and Governor state, being an extremely 
poor province on the borders of the Empire, 
was not formerly in much request as a 
field for expectant officials. Owing, how- 
ever, to recommendations during the rebel- 
lion and subsequent purchase of office, the 
number has gradually risen until there is 
now a great block in promotion. There are 
over 150 expectants above the rank of 
Magistrate, and about 180 officers wait- 
ing for minor appointments. More than 
100 others have reported their arrival, but 
have not yet been examined or posted on 
the expectant list. The available posts are 
limited, and there are men waiting idly 
for years who have never obtained any 
employment whatever. Many of them are 
men of learning and ability, but having no 
opportunity of showing their worth most 
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of them gradually deteriorate, and the 
result is that when they do get a responsi- 
ble post they prove ludicrously unfit for 
their work. In 1875 monthly examina- 
tions were introduced for military expect- 
ants, and a sum of Tis. 1,000 per month 
was devoted to conferring rewards on those 
who proved most deserving. Since then 
a marked improvement has been observable 
in the capacity of military officers, and it 
is now proposed to apply the same system 
to the Civil Department, as has been done 
in Kiangsu and other provinces. The 
Viceroy proposes to assemble all the ex- 
pectant officials by turns once every month 
and examine them in essay writing, know- 
ledge of administration and other subjects, 
and to devote a monthly sum of Tls. 500, 
drawn from the likin receipts, to provide 
rewards for those who may distinguish 
themselves. He has already tentatively 
introduced the measure for some months 
past, and it has produced a marked im- 
provement in the body of civil servants. 


REMITTANCE OF FUNDS FROM FOOCHOW TO 
PEKING, 


August 14th.—The Viceroy of Foochow, 
who is temporarily acting as Tartar-General 
and Superintendent of Customs, reports 
the transmission to Peking of certain funds 
including Tls. 50,000 to defray the expenses 
of the approaching Imperial Marriage. 
The following are the contributions which 
the province of Fukien has been required 
by the Board of Revenue to forward to 
Peking during the present year; Ts. 
110,000 towards the fund for supplement- 
ing the salaries of Peking officials, Tls. 
80,000 for military expenses on the fron- 
tier, and Tls. 200,000 for paying off the 
foreign loan raised in connection with the 
campaign in the west. Of the above, Tls. 
100,000 is now being forwarded to Peking 
by an officer specially deputed for the 
purpose. 

APPOINTMENTS. 

August 15th.--Shéng Yii and Ch‘én Yii- 
chiung we appointed Principal and Assistant 
Examiners respectively for Shantung. Simi- 
lar appointments for Shansi are conferred 
upon Hsii Hui-féng and Wu T‘ung-chia, 
while the Examiners gazetted for Honan 
are Ch‘ang Tsfii and Liu Ming-yii. 
REWARDS TO OFFICERS FOR SURVEYING AND 

RECLAIMING LAND IN FORMOSA. 

Decree. We have received a memorial 
from Liu Ming-ch‘uan soliciting the bestowal 
of rewards upon certain officers, who ren- 
dered special services in connection with 
the surveying and registration of hitherto 
uataxed land in Formosa. The measure 
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was the first step in the inauguration of a 
new etate of things in the island, and the 
whole survey extending over a distance of 
more than 1,000 l¢ was completed within a 
period of two years. The addition to 
the land tax resulting therefrom will not 
fall below Tis. 600,000 a year, and the pay- 
ments of the new tax are made readily by 
the people. The arrangement was made 
promptly and satisfactorily, and the officers 
to whose efforts success is due have certainly 
established a claim to reward. On Shao 
Yii-tien, Lieutenant Governor of Formosa, 
we hereby confer a button of the first class. 
For Shén Ying-ku‘ei and T‘ang Ching-sung, 
Taotai of Taiwan, we command the Board 
to determine fitting rewards. On Ch‘én 
Ming-chih we confer a patent of honour 
extending back for two generations, and 
we command that Ch‘éng Ch‘i-é, prefect of 
Taiwan, and Lei Ch‘i-ta, prefect of T‘ai- 
pei be appointed expectant Taotais with 
the brevet rank of Salt Commissioners. 
Let Lin Wei-yiian, Director of the Sacrificial 
Court, who rendered great assistance in 
the work of surveying and registration, 
receive a button of the second class. 


FUNDS FROM SHANTUNG FOR YELLOW RIVER 
REPAIRS AND RELIEF WORKS. 

As has appeared from previous Gazettes 
the Board of Revenue drew up a scheme 
last year, for providing funds to meet the 
disaster at the Yellow River, by the aboli- 
tion of camp followers in the provincial 
armies, and the imposition of certain taxes 
upon salt merchants, pawnbrokers and ban- 
kers. The Governor of Shantung reported 
some months ago the abolition of the camp 
followers, and he now states that the con- 
tributions of the bankers, amounting to 
Tls. 120,000, have been paid direct to 
the Board by their head offices in Peking. 
Proceeding to deal with the case of the 
salt merchants, he states that the trade 
has long been in a crippled condition, and 
that owing to the successive rebellions and 
Yellow River disasters the resources of the 
traders have been completely exhausted. 
In fact many of them have been obliged to 
sell their licenses and are no longer salt 
merchants in anything but name. Though 
urged to subscribe they all at first refused 
on the grounds of inability, and it was 
only after repeated exhortations that they 
eventually agreed to give one candareen 
per licence from the beginning of the 
present year. Of these yin or licences 
issued direct by the Board of Revenue 
there are in Shantung about 300,000 and 
of p‘iao or local licences there are about 
100,000. The total amount of the subscrip- 
tion therefore would have been about Tis. 
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4,000, but they subsequently agreed to 
raise the amount to a sum not exceeding 
Tis. 8,000. The Governor adds that owing 
to the want of water communication since 
the course of the Yellow River has been 
diverted from Shantung, the cost of con- 
veyance of Shantung salt has been greatly 
enhanced, and the market for it consequent- 
ly greatly restricted. Four years ago the 
Shantung merchants had to provide Tls. 
2,000 a year for the cost of the war then 
going on, and considering the likin and 
preventive service payments which they 
have now to make, he considers that the 
present subscription is all that could be 
expected from them. There are altogether 
189 pawn shops in the province paying a 
yearly fee of Tls. 5 each. The Board’s 
instructions were that an amount repre- 
senting 20 years’ payment should be ad- 
vanced at once, and accordingly a sum of 
Tls. 18,900 has been already remitted for 
this purpose. Shops which had reported 
‘their intention of closing before the receipt 
of the despatch announcing the levy of the 
tax have been exempted from payment, 
but those which have since closed have 
anne obliged to discharge the amount in 
ull. 

Iéth August.—No papers of interest. 

APPOLNTMENT. 

17th August.—(1) Decree. We com- 
mand Wu Ta-ch‘éng to assume the acting 
appointment of Director General of the 
Yellow River and proceed at once to his 
post without coming to Peking for in- 
structions. Let Chang Chih-tung combine 


with his other duties that of acting Gov- 


ernor of Kuangtung. 


DEGRADATION OF HIGH OFFICERS IN CHARGE 
OF YELLOW RIVER WORKS. 


(2) Decree. We have received this day 
a Memorial from Li Hung-tsao and his 
colleagues at the Yellow River, stating that 
the autumn freshets are at hand. and ask- 
ing permission to postpone the work until 
they had slightly subsided. The perusal 
of this report has caused Us deep annoy- 
ance and vexation. Since the occurrence 
of the disaster at Chéng Chou in the 8th 
moon of last year, We have repeatedly 
issued instructions to the Director-General 
of the river and his colleagues to lose 
no time in devising measures for closing 
the breach, and have, at various times, 
furnished them with funds to carry 
on the works, amounting in all to Tls. 
9,000.000. We repeated our injunctions 
time after time both in explicit decrees 
and telegraphic messages. 
its anxiety for the well-being of the people 
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The Court in- 


spared no efforts in raising funds to meet 
the emergency, but in spite of repeated 
and urgent reminders, the Director-General 
and his colleagues remained inactive and 
took no measures for starting the work 
until the end of the year. Fortunately 
during the spring and early summer the 
water in the river was lower than it has 
ever been known to be in the past. 
Some time ago the Throne was informed 
that only six stages of the work re- 
mained to be completed, and that the 
closure of the breach might be effected 
at an early date. We confidently hoped 
that the whole work would be soon 
finished and some millions of Our subjects 
restored to their houses and homes. On 
the 29th July last however a boat contain- 
ing materials was accidentally sunk at the 
western embankment, and the obstruction 
caused thereby prevented the advancement 
of the work. Further, no steps were taken 
beforehand to divert the current, and the 
result was that the volume of water that 
kept rushing up to the breach grew greater 
day by day until at length when the freshets 
did arrive no closure was possible. Li 
Hung-tsao and his colleages cannot escape 
blame for the inefticiency of their manage- 
ment. Having regard to their statement 
that the matter is beset with difticulties, it 
would serve no good purpose if We were to 
force them reluctantly to press on the work, 
and We therefore commana that it be tempo- 
rarity postponed, that steps he taken forsafe- 
guarding what has been already finished, 
and that materials be collected for imme- 
diately resuming it as soon as the autumn 
freshets shall have subsided. Li Ho-nien, as 
Director-General of the river was invested 
with a responsibility which could not be 
devolved on others. On the day he took 
leave of Us he boasted that he would com- 
plete the work in a very short time. From 
the time he reached his post, however, the 
whole tone of his reports was of an evasive 
nature, and he never exerted himself in the 
least to press on the work. His whole 
conduct was trifling and perfunctory, with 
the result that the work has miscarried on 
the eve of completion, and public funds 
have been wasted. His offence and that of 
Ch‘éng Fu are alike, and if either of them 
were left at work, it can scarcely be expect- 
ed that they would attain any success. 
We command that Li Ho-nien be stripped 
of his feather and his brevet rank and 
that both he and Ch‘éng Fu be sent to the 
military post roads to atoue for their guilt. 
Li Hung-tsao was the officer in supreme 
control of the work, and Ni Wén-wei had 
joint responsibility with him. They had 
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neither method nor fixed plans in the 
direction of the work, and they are also 
blame-worthy. We command therefore that 
both Li Hung-tsao and Ni Wén-wei be 
degraded to third class rank and left for 
the present at their posts. We have already 
deputed Wu Ta-ch‘éng to act as Director- 
General of the Yellow River, and we com- 
mand Li Hung-tsao to remain in charge 
until his arrival, after which he will pro- 
ceed at once to Peking. Shao Hsien and 
P‘an Chii-wén, who were in charge of the 
works at the eastern and western embank- 
ments both failed to attain any measure 
of success, and have incurred a grave 
penalty ; let them both be degraded and 
remain at the work to atone for their 
offence. If they again fail to exert them- 
selves and to assure the safety of the new 
work they will assuredly be severely dealt 
with. We have directed the Board of Re- 
venue to raise large funds without delay for 
the prosecution of the work, aud We com- 
mand Li Hung-tsao to take the requisite 
measures for diverting the current, making 
excavations and collecting supplies of 
materials, furnishing Us at the same time 
with a minute report on the subject. He 
and Ni Wénu-wei will ascertain the names 
of the civil and military authorities at the 
two embankments who have contributed to 
the present mishap and denounce them 
unsparingly. 


MILITARY CHANGES IN ILI AND TARBAGATATI. 


August 18th.—(1) The high authorities 
for Kansu, Turkestan and Ili present a 
Memorial on the subject of certain proposed 
changes in the military establishments of 
Ili and Tarbagatai. In a former Memorial 
it was proposed to withdraw the Assistant 
Military Governor (ts‘an-tsai.) of Tarbagatai 
and replace him by one of the two Deputy 
Lieutenant Governors (fu-tu-t'ung) from 
Ili ; also to select separate commanders with 
captains of thousands and captains of hun- 
dreds under them for the Solon Sibo, Chahar 
and Elenth Tribes; thirdly, to do away with 
the separate Commissariat departments and 
the officers belonging to them, substituting 
instead the newly established civil ofticials, 
who would receive monthly the pay and al- 
lowances for the troops from the Turkestan 
Treasures, and issue them to the military 
commanders, with which the latter would 
purchase stores for themselves as required. 

The Government Board to which the 
Memorial was referred at Peking approved 
the immediate abolition of the Commis- 
sariat department in Ili, but recny mended 
that the other points should brreco sidered 
before a final decision was aken. 4 
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The new Military Governor (Chiang-chiin) 
of Ili having new arrived at his post. it has 
become possibie to bestow upon the various 
questions the further attention desired by 
the Board. The Memorialists are of opinion 
that as the Assistant Military Governor 
of Ili has been withdrawn and the Military 
Governor there has the services of two 
Deputy Lieutenant Govornors to aid him, 
one of whom is quite sufficient for the 
performance of local duties; for the sake 
of uniformity the Assistant Military Go- 
vernor of Tarbagatai should likewise be 
withdrawn aud be replaced by the second 
Lientenant Governor from Ili. Precise 
rules concerning the management of the 
body of one thousand Tartar troops retained 
by the Emperor’s command, should be left 
till the other matters under discussion are 
finally approved. 

As the Solons, Chahars and Eleuths all 
speak different languages and differ in 
habits, the Memorialists hold that order 
can only be properly maintained among 
them by the appointment of separate com- 
manders. It therefore is necessary to 
retain the four existing posts of general, 
leaving for future discussion the question 
of the abolition of the fifth or Tarbagatai 
generalship. For the preservation of 
subordination and the proper administra- 
tion of the government all these officers, 
as well as the Deputy Lieutenant Governors 
and the newly appointed civil officials must 
be under the orders of the Military Gov- 
ernors of Ili. 

As the commissariat department in Ili 
has been replaced by the civil officers there, 
and a civil officer, a sub-prefect, has now 
been appointed for Tarbagatai, it seems that 
there should be a similar change with regard 
to the commissariat in the latter place also. 
What shall be done with the junior commis- 
sariat officers is left for future discussion. 

The Governor of Turkestan and the 
Military Governor together will frame rules 
with regard to the local troops, whose 
strength has been fixed at 4,000 men. This 
is exclusive of the Tartar troops with whom 
the Military Governor will deal separately. 
In the mean time the commanders have 
been ordered to clear up their accounts 
and get ready the muster rolls of their 
battalions, in order to facilitate any mea- 
sures which may be adopted as to the con- 
solidation or disbanding of the regiments. 
The [li troops will be dealt with first and 
then those of Tarbagatai.—Referred to the 
Board. 

MINING CaITAL FOR YUNNAN 

(Z) At the beginning of last year, the 

Yiinnan Government being in urgent want 
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of funds for undertaking mining operations, 
the Governor of Chékiang was instructed to 
send Tls, 30,000 with all speed to Yiinnan, 
taking the money from the subsidies due 
from Chékiang under the head of frontier 
defence. As the payments which the Ché- 
kiang government has been required to 
make on account of various subsidies far 
exceed inamount the total of the funds inthe 
provincial treasury, the Governor has great 
difficulty in obeying his instructions. But 
having been notified that the money is im- 
mediately wanted in Yiinnan, he has man- 
aged to set apart a sufficient sum from last 
year’s land tax, and has forwarded it to 
Yiinnan by mercantile bills, in accordance 
with the wish expressed to him in a letter 
from T‘ang Chiung, the High Officer in 
charge of the Yiinnan Mining Department. 


INSURRECTION SUPPRESSED IN ANHUI. 


August 19th.—The high authorities con- 
cerned report the quelling of an insurrection 
in Ho-fei Hsien in Anhui. A great deal is 
made of the affair by the Memorialists, but 
it does not seem really to have been of a 
very serious character. The origin of the 
trouble appears to have been a family quar- 
rel in the course of which a certain Colonel 
Liu Wen-pi collected a number of armed 
men and attacked some of his own relations, 
whose houses he plundered and destroyed. 
The local officials civil and military, hurried 
to the spot and endeavoured to induce him 
quietly to disperse his followers; but he 
refused to pay any heed to their words. 
They therefore deemed it necessary to 
apply to the high authorities for a strong 
military force. At the same time a tele- 
gram arrived from Liu Ming-ch‘uan, the 
Governor of Formosa, representing that 
the said Liu Wen-pi was at the head of 
several hundred men, and was meditating 
open rebellion. A similar message was 
also received from the Viceroy Li Hung- 
chang. Several bodies of troops belonging 
tothe Anhui and Kiangsu forces were set in 
motion without delay. When they arrived 
at the place, they found that Liu Wen- 
pi had collected a large number of ruffians, 
deserters from the army, members of 
affiliated societies and the like. He had 
set up flags bearing the word ‘‘ Rebel- 
lion,” and was plundering travellers and 
pillaging houses. The commanders of the 
troops made one more attempt to induce 
the insurgents to disperse quietly ; but 
their notifications were torn down, and 
their proposals treated with contumely. 
They then saw plainly that they must have 
recourse to military measures. Havin: 
made a reconnaissance, they bsccered 
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that Liu Wen-pi had fortified a camp in the 
midst of some paddy fields, which could only 
be approached along the field banks. Outside 
it on the south was a temple, and on the east 
a village in a thick grove, both of which were 
also held by him. The troops took up their 
position on opposite sides of the fortified 
camp, with the local trainbands supporting 
them in the rear. When all was ready, a 
couple of shells were fired over the head of 
the enemy, aimed high intentionally, in 
hopes that his men might be frightened 
andrun. The rebels however showed no 
fear and replied by discharging their cannon 
and muskets. As the imperial troops were 
tired after their long marches, they were 
‘givenhalf a day’s rest to restore theirardour, 
and nothing more was done that night. Next 
day at dawn vigorous attacks were made on 
the temple and village above mentioned. 
The rebels fought to the death ; many of 
the troops were killed and wounded, and 
the places were only taken after a four 
hours’ struggle, their defenders retiring into 
thé fortified camp. The captured positions 
were at once occupied by the trainbands, so 


that the regular troops might be free to” 


move forward to the attack again. As the 
entrances to the camp were defended by 
cannon, and to storm it would therefore 
have caused much loss of life, the generals 
determined after consultation to try the 
effect of abombardment. Next day a brisk 
cannon and mortar fire was maintained 
from morn till eve, more than forty rounds 
being discharged. The rebels replied with 
guns and small-arms, with which they did 


| considerable execution. At length portions 


of the camp wall were knocked down, 
shewing the men inside still standing boldly 
at their posts. The day was now spent, 
and apprehension was felt lest the rebels 
should succeed in escaping during the 
night. After dark therefore a Captain 
was instructed to take his company quietly 
up to the edge of the ditch. At about 
10 o’clock a violent conflict commenced 
under the wall. The other troops rushed 
up, swarmed into the place, capturing 
it, and taking alive Liu Wen-pi and 
some forty of his men. Liu Wen-pi con- 
fessed that after exterminating his family 
and taking their wealth, he intended to 
make an attack on the town of Liu-an, 
and then openly revolt. To vindicate the 
majesty of the law and tranquillise the 
public mind, he was executed on the 
spot in the presence of the troops. At 
the same time the officers reported what 
they ha;".done and requested instructions 
as to thy g;,,¢8al of the prisoners. It ap- 
peared t¢ she Meiporialists that the punish- 
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ment of death ought to be inflicted im- 
mediately on some forty in number, who had 
bound themselves to Liu Wen-pi by un- 
lawful oaths and resisted the troops in open 
fight. They therefore issued orders to that 
effect, giving instructions at the same time 
that all persons who had been forced to join 
the insurgents against their will, should be 
punished slightly and allowed to return to 
their homes. Finally the Memorialists 
request that rewards may be bestowed on 
the officers who distinguished themselves 
most highly in the affair.—Decree issued 
previously. 

August 20th.—_[No documents of inter- 

‘ est.] 
OVERFLOW OF YUNG-TING RIVER. 

August 21st.—(1) An Imperial Decree 
notices a report from the Viceroy Li Hung- 
chang reporting that the Hun Ho or Yung- 
ting River has overflowed its banks at 
several points in the neighbourhood of Lu- 
kou Ch‘iao (the bridge west of Peking). 
In accordance with the Viceroy’s request, 
the officials immediately concerned are 
punished by being stripped of their But- 
tons, or deprived of their rank withont 
being removed from their posts, and the 
Viceroy’s own name is sent to the Board of 
Punishments, in order that a penalty may 
be inflicted on him. It appears that three 
breaches in the embankments have occur- 
red each from four hundred to five hundred 
feet in length, and the floods are of a sufti- 
ciently serious character to require that 

“measures should be taken for the relief of 
the sufferers. 
NEW TITLE OF HONOUR FOR EMPRESS. 

(2) An Imperial Decree is published with 
reference to the bestowal of an additional 
honorific title on the Empress Dowager. 
The Emperor remarks on the ceaseless 
labours of the Empress in ruling the country 
and instructing himself in the art of govern- 
ing. Two years ago she twice refused to ac- 
cept suchadignity. But now in complianee 
with the desire of all classes of people she 
has overcome her modesty, and in accord- 
ance with the precedent set by earlier 
monarchs of the line she has consented to 
receive a title on the occasion of the Em- 
peror’s assuming the reins of sole power 
at the beginning of next year. The State 
Departments concerned are desired to give 
their attention to all the ceremonies which 
will require to be performed in connection 
with this matter. 

CHARGE OF CAUSING FOUR DEATHS AT 
SHANGHAI. 

(3) The Court of Censors presents a memo- 

rial giving the contents of a petition pre- 
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sented to them by a small official who has ap- 
pealed for justice to Peking. The petitioner 
is a native of Shao-hsing. He states that 
he paid the sum of four thousand three 
hundred dollars to a clerk in the office of 
the Taotai at Shanghai, in order to secure 
his appvintment to a certain post in the 
native Customs Service. The clerk, Yao 
Lan-chou, after taking the money, put the 
petitioner off with excuses ; and the post 
was never obtained for him. At last the 
petitioner, his grandfather, two uncles, 
and a brother came to Shanghai to see after 
the matter. The grandfather having gone 
to the clerk to remonstrate with him was 
so severely beaten by him that he died ; 
but by intrigues of the clerk the authori- 
ties were made to ascribe the death to 
suicide. An appeal was presented to the 
higher authorities ; but while a rehearing 
was pending, the clerk hired certain people 
to seize the petitioner, confine him in their 
house and beat him severely. Next day 
his persecutors were dragging him to the 
Magistrate’s Yamén, when his uncles and 
brother endeavoured to rescue him, 
with the result that they were struck, 
kicked, and severely injured. Then the 
clerk induced the Taotai to make the 
Magistrate lock up the whole family ; 
and before they had been in confine- 
ment a month the uncles and brother all 
died. Finally by the employment of bribes 
the clerk arranged that a forged application, 
purporting to come from the petitioner, 
should be presented to the Magistrate ask- 
ing that the case might be closed. After 
this the petitioner was unable to obtain any 
further hearing. He declares that he has 
presented two appeals to the Taotai, five to 
the Chief Justice, and four to the Governor, 
but in no case has he been able to secure a 
hearing by any of these officers in person. 
—Decree issued previously. 

August 22nd.—[No documents of in- 
terest. ] 


RESUMPTION OF ORIGINAL NAME. 


August 23rd.—The Viceroy of Yiinnan 
makes a representation on behalf of the 
Acting Provincial Commander-in-chief, 
Ts‘ai Piao. Retween thirty and forty years 
ago Ts‘ai Piao joined the army in Yinnan, 
and was engaged in many campaigns 
throughout the length and breadth of the 
province. In the course of a certain expe- 
dition he was present at the taking of the 
town of Ch‘u-hsuing; and among the 
persons rescued was a little child whom he 
adopted a3 his own son. He gave the boy 
a good education, teaching him both book 
learning and military accomplishments, and 
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making him, when old enough, accompany 
him in his campaigns. The boy grew up 
into a bold soldier and won high promotion 
at an early age. When the Commander- 
in-chief was sent last year on the expedi- 
tion to Lo-hei, he obtained permission 
to take his son with him. Passing through 
Ch‘u-hsuing on their way, they learned 
that the adopted son’s real father was a 
man named Chang, who had neither bro- 
thers or other children living. The Com- 
mander-in-chief now prays that this adopt- 
ed son may be permitted to resume his 
original name and re-enter his real family, 
in order that he may be ableto continue the 
line of succession. —Granted by Rescript. 


THEFT OF GOVERNMENT AMMUNITION. 


August 24th.—(1) Reference has been 
made more than once in the Peking Gazettes 
to the theft of a quantity of bullets belong- 
ing to the government in Kai-féng Fu. 
The Governor of Honan now reports the 
trial and conviction of the soldier who 
stole. It appears that about thirty boxes 
of bullets, weighing some sixty catties 
each, were placed for safety in a certain 
temple. A soldier was told off to take 
charge of them, and a petty officer visited 
the temple in order to inspect them twice a 
day, at morning and night. One day last 
winter the soldier, being desperately in want 
of money, conceived the idea of stealing 
and selling some of the bullets. Waiting till 
the petty officer had gone his rounds and 
the priest had left the temple on an expedi- 
tion in quest of alms, he opened one of the 
cases and took out about ten pounds of 
bullets. These he wrapped up in an old 
coat and carried to a friend, whom he asked 
to sell them, saying that they were surplus 
stores condemned by the officers. The 
friend sold the bullets to a tinman, who 
paid the soldier 850 cash for them and 
melted them down to use in his trade. 
The soldier afterwards continued his de- 
predations, carrying away and_ selling 
at different times to various parties more 
than 1,400 catties of lead. In pay- 
ment he received altogether ninety strings 
of cash, which he spent as he got it. 
He finally became alarmed at the pro- 
spect of his mis-doings being discovered, 
and determined to pretend that a robbery 


had been effected by thieves from outside. - 


In the middle of the night he stealthily 
conveyed the empty boxes into the street 
and scattered them about there. He then 
shut the temple door without fastening it, 
and retired to his bed. Next morning the 
petty officer came round and discovered 
the boxes. He interrogated the soldier, 
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and believing that the house had really 
been entered by thieves, made a report to 
that effect to the Lieutenant under whose 
orders he was. The Lieutenant re- 
ported to the General, and the civil 
authorities were called in; but their 
suspicions were at once aroused and after 
questioning the soldier they elicited the 
truth from him. He and the petty officer 
were therefore arrested, as well as some of 
the agents through whom the stolen bullets 
were sold. At the trial the above facts 
were established beyond dispute. The 
soldier was condemned to penal servitude 
on the frontier and a flogging of a hundred 
blows. The petty officer was condemned 
to receive 80 blows, and to be dismissed 
from the service for negligence. As an ex- 
officer he was allowed to commute his 
punishment by a fine. The agents were 
not considered to have been privy to the 
theft, but they were nevertheless sentenced 
to forty blows of the light bamboo. The 
Lieutenant had been cashiered in order 
that he might also be placed on his trial for 
connivance in the theft ; but as he disap- 
peared immediately, it has not been possible 
to deal with his case. Warrants however 
are issued for him, and as soon as he can 
be arrested he will be tried separately. It 
is finally requested that the Board may 
determine to what penalty the General in 
command should be sentenced.—Referred 
to Board. 


YELLOW RIVER IN SHANTUNG. 


(2) In continuation of a memorial dated 
the 20th July, the Governor of Shantung 
makes a further report concerning the 
return of the Yellow River to that province. 
Between the 23rd and the 26th the water 
fell more than a fuot and a half. In the 
lower course of the river, where the bed is 
narrower, the maximum depth was eight 
to nine feet. The cuttings and other works 
made in the spring proved to be very suc- 
cessful. On the 20th of July the water 
reached the mouth of the river, and en- 
tered the sea at T‘ieh-men Kuan in Li- 
ching Hsien. . 

DEATH OF HO CHING. 


(3) The Governor at Canton reports the 
death of Ho Ching, formerly Governor- 
General at Foochow. The deceased was a 
native/of Hsianshan. He obtained the 
degree of Provincial Graduate in 1843 at 
Peking, and Metropolitan Graduate in 1847. 
He was appointed a member of the Han-lin 
college, and was promoted to be a Censor. 
He was afterwards made a Taotai in Anhui, 
and promoted to be Chief Justice in that 
province. He received marks of distinction 
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for services in connection with the capture 
of Nanking from the Taipings. He next 
became Chief Justice in Hupeh and acting 
Governor there. He was transferred to 
Shansi, and thence promoted to the post of 
Governor at Foochow. He was transferred 
first to Shansi and then to Kiangsu, and 
acted as Governor-General at Nanking. 
In 1872 he went into mourning. On his 
return to the public service he was made 
Governor-General at Foochow, and for a 
time held the post of Acting Tartar General 
as well. In 1885 he was dismissed from 
his office (on account of the destraction of 
of the fleet by the French) and went into 
retirement, where he has recently died. 
Rescript : noted. 


POSTHUMOUS HONOURS TO A DECEASED 
GENERAL. 


August 25th.—Memorials appear in this 
issue of the Gazette from Hsi Lun, who 
lately died as Resident at Tarbagatai and 
Sé Léng-o, the Military Governor of Ili, 
soliciting posthumous honours for Liu 
Hung-fa, a general who died some three 
years ago, under circumstances which were 
not accurately reported at the time. A 
meeting had occurred in his camp, and in 
his efforts to suppress it he received a severe 
wound in the forehead,.from which he 
never recovered. The incident gave rise 
to much excitement at the time, and the 
General, from motives of public interest, 
concealed his wound so carefully that 
it was reported that he had died of a natural 
death, and he was not awarded the honours 
accorded to those that die in active service. 
The deceased commenced his military 
career in Hunan, and served throughout 
the Taiping and Nienfei rebellious. He 
subsequently served in the north-western 
provinces under General Tu Hsing-a, and 
was his trusted Lieutenant for many years. 
Wherever there was fighting to.be done he 
was always in the thick of the fray, and often 
turned the fortune of the day by his own per- 
sonal prowess. At the seige of Hsi Chou he 
was in command of a division which scaled 
the walls during the night. As those in front 
fell the soldiers in the rear took their place, 
and advanced through a perfect storm of 
shot and shell until the General himself 
mounted the walls and cut down several of 
the rebels with his own hand. Even to 
the present day men grow pale at the 
mention of his exploits. The Emperor 
himself bestowed upon him during his life- 
time a white jade thumb-ring, a knife with 
a white jade handle, a flint and several 
purses, and a Decree has now been issued 
ordering the publication of his biography, 
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and conferring upon him the highest post- 
humous honour conferred on military 
officers. 


COLLAPSE OF THE YELLOW RIVER WORKS. 
August 26th.—Li Hung-tsao, Li Ho-nien, 
and Ni Wén-wei present a joint Memorial 
reporting the arrival of the autumn freshets, 
and request permission to postpone the 
work of repair until they have subsided. 
They state that the total breadth of the 
breach was at the outset 550 chang, and 
that it had been reduced to 30 chang on 
the 20th of June, last. They had every 
hope of having the work soon completed, 
when on the 30th of June an accident 
happened to one of the boats carrying 
the materials and upset all their calcula- 
tions. For the last month or so the em- 
bankments have been giving way in one 
place as fast as they have been put up in 
another, and the material which ought to 
have been used in closing the breach has 
been wasted in making other repairs. All 
that human effort can accomplish has been 
done. And there are no further measures 
which can possibly be devised. Shao-Hsien, 
P‘an Chiin-wén, and and other officers in 
charge of the works have reported on 
the impossibility of continuing during the 
freshet season. The boats carrying the 
materials have been drawn into the vortex 
of the flood and upset on several occasions 
with the loss of more than twenty lives. 
Even if they persisted in continuing the 
work it would probably be swept away by 
the flood. As the outflow would require an 
opening of at least 100 chang and the por- 
tion of the breach at present unclosed is 
only 30 chang, there is no guarantee that 
the width of the latter will not be 
greatly increased by the action of the 
water. Over Tts. 7,000,000 of the funds 
attached for the work have not yet been 
received and the balance in hand does 
not amount to more than Tls. 200,000, 
which is totally inadequate for ensuring the 
continuance of the work. It is therefore 
earnestly requested that the Board should 
be instructed to send farther remittances 
to the extent of Tls. 2,000,000. The Memo- 
rialists are well aware of the financial em- 
barrassments of the Board, but the extreme 
urgency of the case justifies their request. 
The number of workmen at present engaged 
does not fall short of 100,000, and though 
a great reduction of this number is contem- 
plated, still a certain percentage will need 
to be retained to safe-guard what has already 
been completed. The great difficulty 
throughout has been the deficiency in the 
supply of materials, and as soon as the 


124 


[Ava. 26—30. 





harvest shall have been gathered in, it is 
proposed to make extensive purchases of 
millet stalks. What may be the condition 
of things after the freshets pass away it is 
impossible now to conjecture.—Decree al- 
ready published. 

SURVEY AND REGISTRATION OF LAND IN 

FORMOSA. 

August 27th.—The Governor of Formosa 
reports the survey and registration for land- 
tax purposes of a considerable portion of 
island. And he recommends for various 
rewards a number of officers whose services 
contributed to the success of the under- 
taking. It appears that no register of the 
arable’ land in the island had ever before 
existed, and that some two years ago the 
Board of Revenue forwarded a number of 
forms on which the area, the population and 
other details concerning each.district were 
to be entered as a basis for the collec- 
tion of land-tax. These forms were sent 
to the various authorities with instructions 
to have the assessment made as soon as 
possible. In the north of the island the 
work has already been finished, but in the 
south, where the area of cultivated land is 
large and the population scanty, the task 
has been one of great difficulty. It has, 
therefore, been found impossible to have 
the forms completed and distributed in 
time to make use of them for the levy of 
the land-tax during the first half of the 
present year, but it is expected that they 
will be in readiness by the 10th month of 
the year, when the second half of the land- 
tax is collected. The new system, which 
has met with very general acceptance, 
will add over Tls. 100,000 to the land 
revenue of the island. The Governor states 
that the work of surveying in a place like 
Formosa is very different from what it is 
on the mainland, where former registers 
and maps can be consulted, and he recom- 
mends for promotion and various forms of 
reward the following officers :—Shao Yu- 
lien, Lieutenant-Governor of the island, 
Shén Ying-kuei formerly Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor of Kuei-chou, T‘ang Ching-sung, the 
Taotai of Taiwan, Ch‘éng Ch‘i-ao, the Pre- 
fect of Taiwan, and several others. 


APPEAL CASE. 


August 28th.—A woman named Han, a 
native of Shun-t‘ien Fu, having lodged a 
petition at the Censorate that she had been 
violently dispossessed by a number of 
scoundrels of some land and that the case 
had been hushed up by the officials who 
investigated it, a Decree has been issued 
directing the Board of Punishment to have 
all the parties brought before it and a 
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thorough enquiry made into all the circum- 
stances. 


DECISION ON POINT OF OFFICIAL ETIQUETTE, 


August 29th.—Li Hung-chang reported 
in a previous Memorial that he had ap- 
pointed Liu Han-fang to Act temporarily 
as Customs Tactai at Tientsin in succession 
to Chou Fu, who was promoted to be 
Judicial Commissioner of the province. 
The latter reports that his son is married 
to Liu Han-fang’s daughter and both officers 
request instructions as to whether the cus- 
tomary retirement ought to take place. The 
Viceroy remarks that the duties of the Cus- 
toms Taotai at Tientsin are of an exceptional 
nature. He is charged in conjunction with 
the military authorities with the control of 
the defences and naval forces at Taku, 
Pei-t‘ang, Shan-hai Kuan, Port Arthur, 
Ta-lien Bay, Wei-hai-wei and other places. 
Liu Han-fang is an officer of long military 
service who has for some years past been 
engaged at Port Arthur in connection with 
the dockyards, fortification and other works, 
He has also had great experience as 
Director of the torpedo practice, has a 
knowledge of foreign matters and is alto- 
gether a man of abundant capacity. The 
question of retirement on account of rela- 
tionship is determined by the relative 
positions of the officers concerned. Judges 
and Lieutenant-Governors exercise a certain 
control over Taotais and officers below that 
rank, and in the event of the above rela- 
tionship existing between them, the lower 
officer would be obliged to retire. “Officers 
connected with River works and Salt 
Commissioners over whom the Judges 
and Lieutenant Governors have no direct 
control, are not required to retire under 
such circumstances. The Customs Taotai 
at Tientsin being directly subordinate to 
the Northern Superintendent of Trade, has 
even less connection with the local authori- 
ties than officials charged with the Salt and 
River administration, and it would appear 
therefore unnecessary that Lui Han-fang 
should retire. Chou Fu is at present in 
Peking for audience and before his return, 
the Viceroy would wish to be furnished 
with the commands of the Throne on the 
point.—Rescript. Retirement unnecessary. 


SALT ADMINISTRATION IN SHANSI 

August 30th.—The Governor of Shansi 
states that it has been found impossible to 
dispose of the regulation quantity of salt 
for 1884 in the Ho Tung circuit within the 
prescribed period and asks for an extension 
of time to enable him to complete his 
accounts for the year. The Taotai in charge 
of the circuit has informed the Memorialist: 
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that the arrears carried over from past years 
have lately accumulated to such an extent 
as to render it impracticable to give a clear 
account at the end of every year. Since the 
famines of 1877 and 1878 the population of 
the province has been greatly reduced and 
consequently the quantity of salt consumed 
considerably diminished, while on the other 
hand, the cost of transport has been greatly 
enhanced. During the period between 
1877 and 1883 arrears were carried over 
every year and it was not until July 1887 
that the salt licences for 1884 were put 
into operation and by May of the present 
year 4,271 new licences in addition to 508 
old ones were already used up. This re- 
presents fully 90 per cent of the old and 
the new combined and leaves only a balance 
of about 1,020 outstanding. As however 
it will be impossible to dispose of these 
during the prescribed time an extension of 
four months is requested. 


FUNDS FOR THE SUPPLY OF FUSE TO THE 
MILITARY AND NAVAL FORCES OF FUKIEN, 


The Governor-General at Foochow states 
that by a decree issued in the 55th year 
of the reign of K‘ien-lung the provin- 
cial £roops were directed to manufacture 
their own fuse out of good hemp and were 
forbidden to use paper as a substitute, and 
by way of enforcing the decree, the officers 
were obliged to make a declaration on the 
subject which was forwarded to the Grand 
Council and the Board of War in Peking. 
A deduction was originally made from the 
pay of the troops to cover this expense, but 
about ten years ago on account of certain 
alterations and reductions in the army 
authority was given to charge the amount 
tu the public account. For the present 
year the total amount required for the 59 
battalions of military and naval troops in 
the province will be 125,344 rolls for musket 
practice, and 6,264 rolls for artillery 
practice, the estinated cost of which is Tls. 
5,440.1.6.7.5. This estimate does not take 
into account the recent reduction in the 
provincial army, but as the use of fire-arms 
is the first essential in warfare, the Memo- 
rialist proposes to make the archers join in 
the musket practice and the full amount 
will therefore be required. 

¥LOODS OF THE YUNG-TING RIVER. 

31st August.—The Viceroy, Li Hung- 
chang, reports that on the night of the 13th 
August the Yung-ting River, or Hun-ho, 
burst its banks in the neighbourhood of Lu- 
kou Ch‘iao and fluoded the surrounding 
country. The continuous rain which had 
fallen from the beginning of autumn had 
formed torrents which came pouring down 
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the mountain and had swollen the river to a 
height of 23 feet 5 inches. At Lu-kou 
Ch‘iao the bed was no longer able to contain 
such a volume of water, and it dashed furi- 
ously over the parapets of the bridge and the 
stone embankments on either side, carrying 
away forty chang of the embankment to 
the southern side of the bridge, and leaving 
great gaps in many other places. A north 
wind was blowing at the time and although 
the rain fell in torrents, the offiicials in 
charge of the works at the eminent risk of 
their lives opened the flood-gates and did 
all in their power to cope with the disaster. 
Two soldiers were drowned and six others 
swept away, and yet their companions 
remained at their post while the water rose 
in billows several feet above the banks 
rendering human effort of little avail. 
Further down over 50 chang of the main 
embankment was carried away and the cur- 
rent of the river was diverted out of its_ 
natural course. At a station further north 
floods had occurred some hours previously 
and had made a breach of over 50 chang. 
Fortunately, however, there was an ex- 
tensive reed marsh in the _ neighbour- 
hood which. gave consistency to the soil 
and kept the flood from spreading. The 
Viceroy states that the bed of the Yung- 
ting river has long been silted up, and it 
has been compared in former times to water 
running over a platform between two raised 
walls. The embankments are formed of 
loose sandy soil and there is always danger 
of an overflow in the present season. The 
only effectual way of keeping the waters 
within bounds would be to alter the course 
of the river and construct new embank- 
ments. This would, unfortunately, entail 
vast expense, and he opposed to the 
wishes of the people, and as_ things 
are at present, all that can be done 
is to take all possible preventive measures 
as occasion may require. From the report 
furnished to the Viceroy, it seems that 
from Shih Ching Shan at the Western Hills 
up the course of the stream, no river works 
are maintained and the hill villages suffered 
very severely in loss of human life, animals 
and property. Such sudden and violent 
floods have not occurred in recent years. 
The Acting Taotai of the river, Chin Fu- 
tséng, is represented by the Viceroy asa 
man who has given great satisfaction by his 
zeal in the discharge of his duties, but as 
his responsibility for not taking effective pre- 
cautions beforehand in the present instance 
is unquestionable, it is suggested that he 
should be stripped of his rank and left 
at his post. A number of other officials are 
to be similarly punished, and the Viceroy 
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asks also that he himself should be handed 
over to the Board of Punishment for the 
determination of a penalty for his failure 
in exercising due supervision. — Decree 
already published. 


TITLE OF HONOUR FCR EMPRESS. 


September Ist.—After quoting the Im- 
perial Decrees proclaiming that His Majesty 
would now assume the sole control of the 
Empire, the Memorialists remark that, 
when the Emperor commenced under the 
direction of Her Majesty to take part in 
the government of the country, they twice 
requested that Her Majesty would be 
pleased to adopt an additional title in com- 
memoration of the event, in accordance 
with the precedents afforded in the 8th 
year of Shun Chih, the 6th of K‘ang Hsi 
and the 12th of T‘ung Chih. Her Majesty, 
however, in view of the then serious state 
of the public affairs, declared that the 
occasion was not suitable, and the Memo- 
rialists did not dare to press their proposal 
further. Now that the Emperor, profiting 
by Her Majesty’s instructions, has become 
perfected in the art of government and is 
about to take upon himself the task of ruling 
alone, the Memorialists, desiring to express 
the popular gratitude, pray that His Majesty 
will persuade the Empress to permit another 
title to be added to those she bears.—De- 
cree issued previously. 

(The Decree in reply to this Memorial 
appeared in the Gazette of the 21st August. 
In it the Emperor announced that the Em- 
press Dowager had consented to accept the 
proffered mark of honour.) 


TSAO CHI-CH‘UN CASHIERED. 


September 2nd.—According to a report 
made by the Viceroy, Tseng Kuo-ch‘iian, 
a Hunan man named Tsao Chi-ch‘un came 
to Nanking some time ago with the object 
of obtaining a military appointment. He 
was a violent man, and his conduct gave 
rise to a good deal of suspicion. He closely 
allied himself with a number of cheats and 
blackguards, in company with whom he 
created great trouble, bullyingand swindling 
honest people. Rumours of his misconduct 
having reached the Viceroy’s ears, enquiries 
were made, and then some oflicers were 
instructed to interrogate him. On being, 
questioned he asserted that he held the 
brevet rank of General, but he was unable 
to produce any documents showing his 
right to the title. His baggage was searched 
and was found to contain three or four 
military uniforms, a large number of false 
notes, and a dozen testimonials in blank, 
which appear from the writing and the 
seals on them certainly to have been forged. 
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Under these circumstances criminal pro- 
ceedings ought to be taken against him 
without delay. But as he persists in 
claiming the rights of a General officer, it 
is requested that His Majesty may be 
pleased to order that ‘‘General” Tsao 
Chi-ch‘un may be cashiered forthwith.— 
Granted. 


DATE OF EMPEROR’S MARRIAGE. 


September 3rd.—(1) A Decree of the 
Empress Dowager announces that the 
marriage of the Emperor will be celebrated 
on the 27th day of the 1st month of next 
year (26th February, 1889.) The formal 
betrothal will take place on the 2nd of the 
11th month, and the final arrangements 
will be settled on the 4th day of the 12th 
month. : 
EXAMINATION OF OFFICIALS. 

(2) The Viceroy at Nanking refers to 
the regulations instituted a few years ago 
requiring the examination of all officials 
by purchase as a preliminary to their 
helding a territorial appointment. These 
rules apply to all private individuals and 
graduates by purchase who are nominated 
either to an actual post or to the expect- 
ant position of Prefect, Sub-prefect, or 
Magistrate ; and this is equally the case, 
whether they have obtained such oftice or 
position either by purchase or as a reward 
for distinguished services. Six ofticers have 
now been sent by the Chicf Treasurer to 
the Viceroy for examination ; and he re- 
ports that he has passed two of them in 
the first and four in the second class. 

[Note.—It is said that these examinations 
are generally conducted with some strict- 
ness ; and that they have had the effect of 
deterring many uneducated men of wealth 
from purchasing appointments. ] 

COPPER FROM YUNNAN FOR PEKING. 

(3) The Hupeh authorities report the 
trausmission through their province on its 
way to Peking of the first instalment of the 
eighth lot of copper from Yiinnan, weigh- 
ing 515,000 catties. On the 13th of May 
the copper arrived at Patung in Hupeh from 
Wushan in Szechuen. The next day it was 
sent to Ichang and thence shipped by China 
Merchants’ steamers to Hankow. In the 
course of the next three days it was in- 
spected and weighed and then sent forward 
by the two steamers Kiangyung and Kiang- 
yt. Ts. 1,800 were paid from the Hupeh 
Treasury to the officer in charge on account 
of freight. 


AN OFFICER KILLED IN HUMAN. 
September 5th.—The Governor of Hunan 
presents a report describing an affair in 
Héng-chow Fu, which resulted in an ofticer 
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being killed by some soldiers. It appears 
that three years ago a man named Fan 
Hsiang-wei, who held the inherited rank of 
Yun-chi-yii, was attached for service to a 
brigade stationed in his native town of 
Héng-chow. By some means he was allowed 
to borrow a sum of about five hundred 
dollars from the funds of a local orphanage. 
As he did not repay the money, an 
action was brought against him by the 
director of the orphanage. He was conse- 
quently placed in confinement by the civil 
authorities, and died shortly afterwards of 
dysentery in the house of detention. An 
inquest was ordered to be held upon his 
body, and the Magistrate from another 
district was, according to custum, summoned 
to assist in conducting it. When the in- 
quest began, the proceedings were inter- 
rupted by a number of the relations of the 
deceased, both male and female, and in- 
cluding his wife, his mother and his brother. 
They had already brought an action in the 
Prefect’s Court against the director of the 
orphanage for causing their relative’s death, 
and now they raised a clamour, declaring 
that the director ought to be compelled to 
make amends by providing a sumptuous 
funeral for the deceased. The uproar and 
disturbance which they created were so great 
that the Magistrate was forced to call in 
the aid of the military ; and it was only on 
the arrival of a Lieutenant-Colonel Tsao 
Kuang-tsé and a body of soldiers that order 
was restored and the inquest concluded. 
The imprisonment and death of Fan Hsiang- 
wei had already caused a goud deal of feel- 
ing among the troops at Héngchow. The 
soldiers were indignant that an ofticer at- 
tached to their regiment should be thus op- 
pressed, as they considered it, by the civil 
authorities. When, therefore, after the in- 
quest the dead man’s mother came to the 
quarters of their commander to cry for ven- 
geance for her son, they became greatly 
excited; and several of them entered into a 
conspiracy to collecta crowd and proceed to 
the Yamén of the Magistrate with the 
object of intimidating him into trying and 
punishing the director of the orphanage. 
Accordingly a crowd of soldiers and street 
roughs assembled together in front of the 
Yamén, where they remained a long time 
clamouring and hooting, but finally dis- 
persed without having dared to force their 
way in. The same day, at about six o’clock 
in the evening, Lieutenant-Colonel Tsao 
Kuang-tsé went tothe quarters of the Colonel 
in command, to whose battalion the deceased 
officer had been attached, in order to give 
him (the Colonel) an account of his having 
been called in to restore order at the inquest. 
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Some of the Colonel’s men heard of his 
being there, and agreed to waylay him on 
his way out and give him a beating for having 
lent his assistance to the civil authorities. 
This came to the ears of the intended 
victim, who was therefore afraid to venture 
out. At midnight, however, he tried to 
make his escape by a back way, escorted by 
a couple of men and accompanied by a 
Sub-lieutenant, named Ku T‘ing-jui, who 
had also gone to the Colonels quarters on 
business. They climbed the wall of the 
yard and had got into the street when they 
were discovered and pursued. The Sub- 
lieutenant strove manfully to protect his 
superior officer, and received a blow from 
an iron bar which was aimed at the latter. 
They were, however, both of them knocked 
down and kicked and beaten about the body. 
One of the men with them went back to 
give the alarm. The Colonel sent some 
soldiers to their assistance, and their as- 
sailants ran off. The Lieutenant-Colonel 
recovered, but the Sub-lieutenant died 
after twenty-six days from the effects of 
the injuries which he had received. As the 
Memorialist remarks, there were altogether 
three separate cases, which though con- 
nected with the same affair were quite dis- 
tinct fromeach other, namely the disturbance 
at the inquest, the riot at the Magistrate’s 
Yanien, and the murderous assault on 
the two oflicers. For the first offence 
two of the male relatives of Fan Hsiang- 
wei have been sentenced to three years’ 
banishment, the women who took part in it 
being pardoned. For the riot at the Yamén; 
tie prime mover in the conspiracy has been 
sentenced to death, aud his accomplices to 
banishment for a distance of thre thousand 
li. The sentence of death, however, is non- 
effective, as the man has already committed 
suicide. Of the men who actually kicked 
or struck the Sub-lieutenant and caused 
his death, one is condemned to immediate 
decapitation, one has taken his own life, 
and the third has not yet been captured. 
Their accomplices and abbettors are sent- 
enced to various degrees of penal servitude. 
Referred to the Board of Punishment. 


YEN CHING-MING APPLIES TO RETIRE. 
September 6th.—(1) Yen Ching-ming, 
Grand Secretary and Head of the Board of 
Revenue, applies again for leave to retire 
into private life. The additional leave which 
had been granted to him has now expired. 
He has nursed himself carefully during his 
period of absence from duty ; but the ail- 


ments with which he is afflicted, and which 


he enumerates in great detail, are such as to 
prevent his being able to return now to his 
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work, much as he would desire to do so ; 
nor can he hope for the restoration of his 
health within the immediate future. Ashe 
is too unwell to undertake the journey to his 
native home, he hopes that, if his applica- 
tion be granted, he may be permitted to 
remain and nurse himself in Peking.— 
Decree issued previously. 


RETURN OF AN OFFICER FROM BANISHMENT. 


(2) An hereditary Major in one of the 
Tartar Banners was sent some time ago in 
punishment for an offence to serve for 
three years at one of the post stations in 
Mongolia. By the rules in force officers of 
the rank of captain and upwards thus sent 
on penal service, are required to pay the 
expenses of the post-station to which they 
are attached, and if they are unable to do so, 
they are compelled to remain there for an 
additional period of five years. The Major 
in question was found to be entirely with- 
out funds, as was verified by an official 
enquiry at his native place. It therefore 
became necessary for him to serve eight 
years. As, however, four years of his 
sentence were remitted by an act of grace, 
and he has now done duty for four years, 
it is requested that he may be allowed to 
return to his home.—Granted. 


WATER IN HUNG-TSE LAKE. 


7th September.—Between the 30th of 
June and the 28th of July the water in the 
Hung-tsé Lake has only risen two inches. 
There have been some dangerous freshets 
in the streams below the Lake, but no 
disaster has occurred. This fortunate result 
may be ascribed to several causes: the 
partial return of the Yellow River in its 
old channel, the quantity of water drawn 
from the rivers for the irrigation of rice 
fields, and the fact that there was not a 
simultaneous increase of water in the lake 
and the rivers. When they rise at the 
same moment the peril to the country is 
very great. 
MEASURES FOR THE RELIEF OF DISTRESS IN 

HONAN. 


September 8th.-—The Governor of Honan 
reports the measures which he has taken 
for the relief of the distress which now pre- 
vails in that province on a very large scale, 
and which promises to be of long duration. 
He states that 15 districts and departments 
in the lower part of the province were sub- 
merged by the overflow of the Yellow River 
at Chéng Chou, and that close upon 
2,000,000 of people were left dependent 


upon charity. In the districts where the. 


suffering was most severe, tents were erected 
and gruel was distributed free by the 
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Government; a number of benevolent 
gentlemen from the South brought a large 
supply of funds and administered relief 
personally over a large tract of country. 
As soon as the repairing of the breach was 
commenced all the able-bodied men of the 
neighbourhood found work enough to 
afford shem a living, but unfortunately the 
spring was well advanced before operations 
were started. In the meantime those who 
had at first something left from the dis- 
aster became totally impoverished and were 
also obliged to seek relief, and from the 
spring onwards the number of applicants 
has been continually on the increase. 
During the damp and sultry weather 
which followed disease appeared among the 
refugees, who were so closely huddled to- 
gether and it was found necessary to re- 
lieve the overcrowding by sending away 
those who were able to work, as also those 
who had relatives to whom they could ap- 
ply for assistance. The old and feeble as 
well as the women and sick were retained 
in the refuges, and fed upon rice instead of 
gruel. All the rice in the Government 
granaries as well as that subscribed by 
the people was used up in this manner, 
and officers were sent to procure fresh 
supplies. It was feared that the mer- 
chants in the district itself would 
hold back their stock of grain for higher 
prices, and recourse was had to the 
markets of Huai-an, Yang Chow and that 
neighbourhood, whence supplies were con- 
veyed up the river Huai to Honan. The 
consequence is that the price of grain in 
Honan has not risen materially, and that 
the refugees have not been allowed to drift 
away uncared for. The work of relief, 
however is intimately connected with the 
work of repair, and Memorialist saw from 
the beginning that relief would require 
to be continually administered as long 
as the breach remained unclosed. He 


| pressed the subject upon the attention 


of the Throne, but even after sanction 
had been given for the closure of the breach 
the work was delayed for a long time owing 
to the doubts and difficulties with which 
the subject was beset. ‘The water of the 
Yellow River flowed into the Chia-lu and 
Sha-wa rivers, and as these were full of 
shallows these was no means of draining it 
off. All that could be done was to take 
such precautionary measures as circum- 
stances would permit for confining the 
damage within as small bounds as possible. 
Embankments of great length were con- 
structed in the Hsing-fu, Hsi-hua, Shén- 
chiu and other districts. The three 
district cities of Chung-mou, Wei-shih 


Surr, 8—10.] 


129 





and Fu-rau encountered the full force 
of the flood, and were exposed to the 
utmost danger. Since the commencement 
of the summer freshets reports from the 
district officials state that not only have 
the villages which were flooded last year 
been again submerged, but that places 
which then escaped are now under water. 
The result has been a large increase in the 
number of applicants for relief. The North 
West wall of the town of Chung-mou was 
demolished by the flvod, and it was only 
by working night and day that the city was 
with difficulty saved from destruction. 
Orders have been issued for the rerhoval 
by boat of the prisoners in the town 
jail to a neighbouring district, and the in- 
habitants have been advised to have all 
the aged and infirm as well as women and 
children also removed to a place of safety. 
For the past eleven months the measures 
taken for relief of distress have fortunately 
- prevented any deaths from destitution. 
But now, what with the autumn freshets 
and the uncertainty of being able to cluse 
the breach, this distress has been greatly 
intensified, and the sums required for its 
relief will be proportionately greater. Me- 
morialist feels appalled at the prospect 
and cannot rest by night or day.—Rescript. 
We have perused the foregoing, and we 
command the Governor to direct his sub- 
ordinates to make suitable arrangements 
for administering relief and carrying on the 
work of repair so that the sufferers may 
not be deprived of their homes.—Let the 
Board take note. 


STRANGE BEHAVIOUR OF AN OFFICIAL. 


Sept. 9th.—The Governor of Hupeh re- 
ports that an expectant Magistrate, named 
Li Lien-tu, came tuwards the end of last 
year and brought a charge of maltreatment 
and cruelty against a brother officer named 
Ch‘én Wu-shun, an expectant Prefect in 
the Canton province. On examination, his 
statement was found to be incoherent, and 
his demeanour was not unlike that of a 
lunatic. He was handed over to the Prefect 
of Wu-ch‘ang, where his brother made a de- 
claration that he was suffering from mental 
aberration. Early in the present year he 
again turned up at the Governor’s yamén, 


and asked admittance on the ground that | 


he had important public business to discuss. 
He was again examined by the Prefect and 
behaved very wildly in public Court. The 
general drift of his statement was as follows: 
—Some fifteen years ago when serving under 
Tso Tsung-t‘ang he was deputed to assist 
Ch‘én Wu-shun in obtaining some military 
supplies and he asserted that the latter 
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had sent in false accounts and had been 
guilty of malversation of public money. 
He himself had been subsequently nomi- 
nated to the office uf Magistrate in Hupeh, 
and being deeply involved in debt and un- 
able to meet the expenses of proceeding to 
Peking, he applied for assistance to his old 
colleague, Ch‘én Wu-shun. At first he 
wrvte to him, but meeting with a refusal, 
he went to Canton and consulted him per- 
sonally. On one of these visits he was 
drugged and lost entire control of his 
senses. The Canton auth rities, seeing 
his condition, treated him as a raving 
maniac and sent him back to Hunan, 
where his relatives placed him in con- 
finement much against his will. His whole 
story was extremely confused and con- 
firmed the belief that he was not in 
possession of his senses. The Meimorialist 
comments on the fact of the man allowing 
sv many years tv expire before bringing 
his charges, and even supposing that they 
were not fictitious, points out the difficulty 
of having them properly investigated so 
long after Tso T'sung-t‘ang’s death. He 
has’ however, forwarded a copy of them to 
the Governor-General of the Shen Kan 
provinces, and asked him to take what 
steps he may think requisite in the matter. 
In the meantime, as the plaintiff is a re- 
sponsible officer who might at any time be 
‘entrusted with official duties for which he 
is obviously unfit, the Memorialist asks 
that he should be stripped of his rank and 
placed under restraint, which is granted by 
Iinperial reseript. 


CUSTOMS REVENUE AT HUAI-AN, 


September 10th.—The fixed assessment 
of the Huai-an Customs was originally Ts. 
254,363.6.0.2, to which a surplus amount 
has since been added of Ts. 110,000, making 
a total of Tls. 364,363.6.0.2. The last 
Superintendent was only in oftice fora single 
day and collected Tls. 89.1. During the 359 
days of the present occupant’s term of office 
he has collected at the three Custom houses 
under his control a sum of Tls. 61,173.4.6.4. 
The following remissions of duty were grant- 
ed, Tls. 2,083.2, upon grain for the relief of 
the distress in Honan and Tis. 3,605.5.2.9.2 
upon timber aud other materials to be used 
in the repairs of the Yellow River and the 
palace of Duke Confucius. The collection 
fell short of the total assessment by a sum 
of Ts. 297,412.3.0.9. This deficit is ex- 
plained as follows: Huai-an_ was in former 
days a great entrepdt of trade between the 
North and South and the revenue then 
was proportionally large. Since the esta- 
blishment of foreign trade at Shanghai, 
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foreign and native produce travel under 
transit passes issued by the various Custom 
houses and are exempt from all duties ew 
route. The consequence is that the collec- 
tion at the Huai and Su Custom houses 
has dwindled down to an_ insignificant 
amount. At the present time, however, the 
stapl2 source of revenue is derived from 
beans and bean-cake from Hsii Chou and 
Pi Chou. ‘The present Superintendent’s 
term of office did not commence until the 
season for this crop was over, and during 
the present year, owing to the breach ac 
Chiéng Chou and the great distress caused 
by the floods in the Northern part of 
Auhui, very little of this produce reached 
the Huai-an Custom house. A great uuim- 
ber of bank failures followed, aud 
money being tight merchants withdrew 
from the business, and the consequence 
was that considerable smuggling took place 
in Gorernment vessels. ‘Lhe chief cause of 
the falling off is however the Transit Pass 
system, which is daily becoming a more 
important factor in the conveyance of mer- 
chandise. 

APPOINTMENT OF EXAMINERS AT PEKING. 

September l1th.—(Q) Fu Kun and 
Wéng T'ung-ho are appointed Chief Ex- 
auiuers for the second Degree at Pe ing, 
the Assistant Examiners being Hsii Kéng- 
shén and Hsiieh Yiin-sheng. With the 
above are associated eighteen members of 
the Hanlin and a number of subordinate 
officers. 

POSTHUMOUS HONOURS FOR A BRIGADIER 

GENERAL, 

(2) The Governor of Hunan reports the 
death of Trang Jui-tting, who had held 
office for thirteen years as Brigadier-General 
of Chéng-t'ang, and who had so endeared 
hiwself to the people that numerous peti- 
tions have been received asking that honour 
should be paid to his memory. The deceas- 
ed who had been in the army for over 40 
years started his career as a volunteer 
under Li Méng-ch‘iin and = served all 
through the Taiping and Nienfei rebel- 
lions, having taken an active part in the 
re-capture of nearly all the important 
cities, and receiving a gunshot wound 
which gave him trouble during the rest 
of his life After his appointment as 
General at Chéng-t‘ang he exposed the cor- 
ruption that had been practised by his pre- 
decessors, and applied his whole mind to 
attaining perfection in the military system. 
He took a great interest in the material 
welfare of the people, eucouraged the 
growth of tea and silk, established a widow’s 
fund in the army, and raised a fund for the 
benefit of the students proceeding to Pe- 
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king for their final Degree. Asa warning 
to himself, he had the two characters 
for ‘respect and awe” hung up in his 
drawing room, and on receiving his sub- 
ordinates he never failed to put them 
through a close examination on questious 
of drill. He had a few houses in his 
native village for the accommodation of the 
caretakers of his ancestral cemetery, but 
with this exception, he did not own an 
inch of ground at the time of his death. 
Last year he was deputed to perform: the 
periodical rites at the grave of the Emperor 
Shun, and while on the way there, died at 
Tao ‘Chou from a recurrence of his old 
malady. By a Rescript appended to the 
memorial he has been granted the pos- 
thumous honours accorded to officers who 
die from troubles brought on by active 
service in the field. 
REWARDS TO LIKIN COLLECTORS IN HUNAN. 

(1) Some time ago the Governor of Hunan 
recommended ‘vr promotion the officers in 
charge of the two likin collectorates at Yo 
Chou and An-hua on the ground that the 
receipts for the year had been greatly aug- 
mented by the activity of their administra- 
tion. The Board of Civil Office objected 
to the recommendation, maintained that 
the collection of likin, was a mere routine 
matter of duty which gave no claim to 
reward, and asked that the Governor's 
suggestion should be vetoed. To this 
the Governor now replies and admits that 
the collection of likin in the old time- 
honoured style would not establish a title 
to any exceptional reward. In all the 
provinees a likin berth is looked upon as 
a fine place to feather one’s nest in, and 
the Governor thinks that defalcations of 
this kind ought to entail punishment. 
Acting upon this view of the question, he 
recently degraded the likin collector at 
Hankow, and he submits that if defaulters 
are to be punished, otticers whose conduct 
has contributed to av improvement in the 
revenue ought to receive some encourage- 
ment in the form of reward. In the pre- 
selit instance, the receipts at Yo Chou were 
increased by the management of the officer 
in charge by a sum of Ts. 270,000, while 
at An-hua the advance on former years 
amounted to Tls. 105,154. The Memorialist 
therefore asks that the Board should be 
directed to confirm his former recommenda- 
tion and in an Autograph Rescript the 
Emperor has been pleased tv accede to this 
request. 

APPOINTMENTS. 

September 12th.—(1) Fu K‘un having 
been appointed Chief Examiner for the 
second Degree at Peking, his numerous 
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offices have been temporarily filled as 
follows :—En Ch‘éng is to act as Com- 
mandant of the Peking Gendarmerie, K‘un 
Kang is to supply his place as President of 
the Board of Revenue, and Lung Ch‘in, or 
Prince Su, will take command of the Plain 
Red Banner Corps. During the time that 
the other Chief Examiner, Wéng T‘ung- 
ho, is absent from his post as President of 
the Board of Revenue, P‘an Tsu-yin will 
fill the vacancy in addition to his present 
appointments. 

The Assistant Examiners are Hsii Kéng- 
shén. and Hsiieh Yiin-shéng. For the 
former, Ch‘i Shih-ch‘tang will act as Pre- 
sideut Gf the Board of War, and the lat- 
ter’s place as vice-President on the Board 
of Punishments will be filled by Hsii Fu, a 
Senior Wrangler and vice-President of a 
Board. 

IMPROPRIETY OF LANGUAGE. 

(2) A Decree.—In a Memorial which we 
received to-day from the Censor Tuan 
Liang reference is made to the 23rd day 
of the 8th moon, which is a palpable blun- 
der, and the phrase ai pao is written t'e pau 
another piece of gross carelessness We com- 
mand that the writer be handed over to the 
Board for the determination of a penalty. 


APPOINTMENT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF 
CUSTOMS AT THE CH’UNG-WEN GATE. 


(3) Fu K‘un, the President of the Board 
of Revenue, reports that E-lé-ho-pu’s term 
of office as Cullector of the Peking octroi 
duties has expired, and submits a list of 
officers belonging to the various public de- 
partments as also to the eight Banners and 
the office of the Imperial Household who 
are eligible for the appointment and from 
whum the Throne is asked to make a selec- 
tion. The last three incumbents of the 
ottice are as usual excluded from the list of 
candidates, the appointment which is one 
of the wnost lucrative in the capital being 
held only for one year. 

APPOINTMENT OF DEPUTY SUPERINTENDENT 
OF CUSTOMS. 

(4) The Comptroller of the Imperial 

Household solicits the Imperial instructions 


respecting the appointment of the Deputy- , 


Superintendent of Customs at the same 


gate, the nomination of whom lies with his | 


department. He proposes either to submit 
the names of two officers vr to await such 
selection as the Throne itself may please to 
make, 
RETIREMENT IN MOURNING OF THE SUPERIN- 
TENDENT OF CUSTOMS AT HUAI-AN. 

(5) The Governor-General at Nanking 
and the Director-General of the Grand 
Canal present a joint memorial reporting 
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the retirement on account of the death 
of his mother of the Superintendent 
of Customs at Huai-an and the steps 
which have been taken to fill the tem- 
porary vacancy. The Superintendent hav- 
ing reported the fact to the Director- 
General, the latter could find no precedent 
on the subject, and telegraphed to the 
Governor-General to ascertain his views on 
the question. The Governor-General held 
that, although there were no special regula- 
tions for the retirement under such cir- 
cumstances of Superintendents of Customs, 
the same rule ought to apply as in the case 
of Vicervys and Governors, and telegraphed 
a reply to that effect. This was communi- 
cated to the Superintendent, one of whose 
clerks, Ch‘éug Tséng, was appointed to 
take over temporary charge of the duties of 
the post. As soon as the Superintendent 
has handed over charge, he will return to 
Peking to keep his term of office. 
September 13th.—No papers of interest. 


SUSPECTED SUICIDE OF AN OFFICIAL. 
September 14th.—Ting An, the Military 
Commissioner in Manchuria, reports the 
death under suspicious circumstances of 
An Chang, a. Lieutenant of the Guards, who 
came from Peking with the late Commis- 
sioner Mu T‘u-shan. The deceased, who 
was a zealous and energetic officer, had long 
been subject: to occasional fits of mental 
aberration which had recently become so bad 
that it was decided to send him home to 
recruit. On account of the continual rains, 
the rivers had become swollen, and he was 
obliged to postpone his journey. One 
morning. quite early he went out in his 
ordinary dress, and as he did not return 
for dinner a search was made for him 
everywhere, but without result. His corpse 
was subsequently found floating in a pond 
in the neighbourhood, and a_ coroner's 
inquest having been held to enquire into 
the circumstances, it was found that he 
had slipped and fallen into the water. 
PROLONGED DETENTION OF PRISONERS. 
September 15th.—(1) It has been repre- 
sented to the Emperor by a Censor that 
there is an excessive nuinber of prisoners 
detained in the prisons of the capital and 
the provinces. His Majesty therefore issues 
a Decree, in which he directs that in 
order to avoid causing suffering to innocent 
people, all criminal trials must be conduc- 
ted and concluded with rapidity. Those 
now in hand must be terminated within 
the legal limit, and there must be no 
improper accumulation of cases in future. 
People must not be subjected to lengthened 
periods of detention under the pretext of the 
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absence of important criminals or witnesses, | T‘ing. In reply to the original Memorials 


with whom they ought tu be confronted. 
Moreover, provincial officers pussessing 
criminal jurisdiction must conform to the 
rule requiring them to report to their supe- 
riors every month what persons they are 
keeping in continement; and they must 
post up notices given the same information 
for the benetit of the public. If it be found 
that any one is kept unlawfully in deten- 
tion, the officers responsible must be re- 
ported for punishment. 


APPOINTMENTS. 

(2) Ch‘en Chtin-ming is appuinted Chief 
Justice for the Province of Kiangsu. Jung- 
shan is appointed Deputy Lieutenant Ge- 
neral of the Tartar Garrison at Foochow. 


SUPERVISION OF THE EXAMINATIONS AT 
FOOCHOW. 


(3) The Governor-General at Foochow 
presents a Memorial requesting that the 
Literary Chancellor for the province of Fu- 
kien may be permitted tu take the Memo- 
rialist’s place in presiding with the chief 
examiner at the provincial examinations 
about to be held in Foochow. The duties 
of the Governor-General’ are very numer- 
ous at the present time. Since the removal 
of the Governor of Fukien from Foochow 
to Formosa, he has to perform the work of 
that officer in addition to the ordinary 
duties of his post. He is at the moment 
also holding the acting Tartar Generalship, 
an appointment, which carries with it the 
position of Superintendent of Customs. 
Lastly, his time is much occupied by inter- 
national matters, about which he is con- 
stantly consulted by the local Board of 
Foreign Affairs. He finds several prece- 
dents for the application which he has the 
honour to make, namely once in the time 
of the Emperor Ttung Chih, and twice 
during the present reign.—Granted. 

FUNDS FOR EMPEROR'S MARRIAGE. 


(4) The province of Fukien has been 
required to furnish from various funds a 
sum of Tls. 390,000 to assist in defraying 
the expenses of the Emperor’s marriage. 
Tls. 200,000 have already been forwarded, 
and Tis. 50,000 are now being remitted 
through a native banker, who proceeds to 
Peking in company with an officer deputed 
fur the purpose. ; 

REWARDS TO OFFICERS IN YUNNAN. 
16th September.—(1) The Viceroy of 
Yiinnan refers to two military expeditions 
undertaken a year ago in the southern por- 
tion of that province, one against the Lolo 


aborigines of Lo-hei Shan, and the other | 








against a place called Mu-ka in T‘a-lang | 
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describing the expeditions (which were pub- 
lished in the Peking Gazette), the Emperor 
gave permission to the Viceroy to recom- 
mend for rewards the officers who had speci- 
ally distinguished themselves in the two 
affairs. Heat thesametimeinstructed himto 
make such arrangements as might be neces- 
sary for preserviug the peace of the country 
in future. The Vicervy has already re- 
ported the plans which he has formed for 
the future civil and military government of 
the region, as well as the selection of an 
official to take charge of it for the moment. 
He now presents tothe Emperor lists of the 


|; officers whom he recommends, and of the 


rewards which he proposes should be con- 
ferred upon them. The Lo-hei mountains, 
says the Memorialist, are a wide tract front- 
ing on Burmese territory. The inhabitants 
rely on the difficulty of penetrating into 
their country and frequently break out into 
revolt. Within the last ninety years troops 
have been moved into the district three 
times, but none of the expeditions were- 
perfectly successful, the rebellious chiefs 
escaping and their strongholds not being 


' destroyed. Four years ago when the Memo- 


rialist left Yiinnan to march into Tongking, 
the refractory attitude of the Lo-hei chiefs 
and the danger of their allying themselves 
with their neighbours beyond the frontier 
rendered it necessary that he should request 
his colleague, the then Governor, to under- 
take the pacification of the district. Al- 
though several chiefs submitted, a family 
named Chang remained irreclaimably re- 
calcitrant, and a year ago, as a last resource, 
the Memorialist obtained the Emperor’s 
permission to despatch a strong force to 
deal with them. Just when success had 
crowned the efforts of the troops, the Mu-ka 
district was in great disorder, being harried 
and plundered by a local chief who had 
returned from Tongking, whither he had 
previously fled. A portion of the Lo-hei 
force was therefore directed to proceed to 
Mu-ka, by whose action peace was restored 
there, the principal freebooters being all 
killed. The celerity of these operations, 
their complete efficacy, and the difticult 
conditions nuder which they were per- 
formed, all combine to render the achieve- 
ments of the troops very different from the 
meritorious services in the provinces in the 
interior of China for which rewards are 
ordinarily asked. ‘The Memorialist there- 
fore begs that the recommendations for 
exceptional honours, which he herewith 
submits, may meet with the approval of 
His Majesty.—Referred to the Board of 
War. 
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YUNNAN SALT REVENUE. 


(2) Rewards are requested for the officers 
fn charge of the Yiinnan salt wells, on the 
ground that the amount of salt manufac- 
tured there last year exceeded the regu a- 
tion quantity. The revenue from the wells 
for the year in question amounted to Tls. 
286, 260. 

OFFICER DISCHARGED FOR INSANITY. 

17th September.—It is requested that an 
officer of the Government at Moukden, a 
senior secretary named Shih-ch‘ien, may be 
discharged on account of his having become 
incurably insane. The said secretary was 
mentally deranged some time ago; but it 
being hoped that he would recover his health, 
the former Vice-president of the Board to 
which he belonged merely deprived him of 
his keys and reported him to Peking as being 
under punishment for slothfulness. After 
that he ceased altogether to attend at the 
Board, and recently it was complained of 
him that he was constantly troubling the 
ferble at the Telegraph Office. The present 

emorialist therefore sent for him and ad- 
ministered a mild rebuke to him, explain- 
ing that the office was a Government De- 
partment and could not send his private 
messages for him. The man however would 
not listen, and broke forth into violent lan- 
guage, becoming more and more incoherent. 
This happened a month ago, and enquiries 
now made show that he has become hopeless- 
ly mad. It istherefore requested thathe may 
be discharged from the public service and 
handed over tu the charge of the Banner to 
which he belongs.—Granted by Rescript. 


AN APPEAL TO THE EMPEROR FROM SZECHUEN,. 


September 18th.—(1) The Governor- 
General of Szechuen presents a Memorial 
describing the result of an investigation 
into a case which had been inade the subject 
of an appeal to the Emperor in person. It 
appears from the Memorial that a man 
named Liu was living in the district of Sui- 
ming. He was a licentiate by purchase, but 


was notoriously a violent and overbearing | 


person. In the neighbouring district dwelt 
an acquaintance of his, named Chang. The 
latter owned a piece of land which he had 
inherited from his ancestors. On it stood 
an old grave, and at about a bowshot’s dis- 
tance from the grave three cypress trees had 
been planted. During the autumn four years 
ago Chang cut down these trees, upon which 
Liu tried to extort money from him,on the 
pretence that the grave belonged to his 
family. Soon afterwards Liu’s aunt died, 
and he tried to make out that the cutting of 
thetrees had caused her death. When Chang 
could not pay him any money, he carried oft 
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Chang’s son and locked him up, demanding 
five hundred strings of cash for his ransom. 
Chang went with a friend to see his per- 
secutor, but the only reply which he re- 
ceived was a threat that if the money was 
not forthcoming on the morrow, his son 
would be put to the torture. Chang went 
home in despair, knowing that he could 
not raise the sum required, and committed 
suicide by hanging himself to the bar of a 
window. When this became known, Liu 
released Chang’s son and then ran away to 
another part of the country. He was how- 
ever arrested ; but his trial was delayed by 
the absence of an important witness, the 
friend who had accompanied Chang on 
his visit the day before the latter died. 
He therefore endeavoured to screen him- 
self by bringing an action against Chang’s 
sons, whom he accused of violence and 
extortion. When this story was disproved, 
he made out a petition in the name of his 
mother, and gave it to a servant to take to 
Peking and present to the Emperor. As 
he had no real charges to bring, he invented 
a number of false ones, even accusing 
members of Chang’s family of plunder- 
ing his house and ravishing his daughter- 
in-law. The Memorialist finds that accord- 
ing to law, if any person is guilty of ground- 
less extortion, and thereby causes his vic- 
tim to commit suicide he shall be condemn- 
ed to death by strangulation. There is a 
difficulty in the present case, because the 
victim was Chang’s son, and it was Chang 
himself who committed suicide. But as it 
is stated in a book of legal precedents, the 
Board of Punishments decided, with refer- 
ence to a case in Yiinnan some years ago, 
that where the person who is driven to 
commit suicide is a near relation of the 
person who actually suffered duress, the 
crime must be taken as coming under the 
law quoted above. Moreover, in his petition 
to the Emperor, Liu brought a charge of 


. capital offences against members of Chang’s 


family ; and, these being false, he is liable to 
the punishment which would have been in- 
flicted on them had his accusations been 
true. The Memuorialist therefore sentences 
him to the penalty of strangulation after 
confinement, and his son, who aided and 


| abetted him, to one hundred blows and 


banishment to a distance of three thousand 
li. As the servant who presented the 
petition to Peking was acting under his 
master’s orders, it is proposed that he should 
be pardoned.—Referred to the Board of 
Punishments. 

RECAPTURE OF PRISONERS AT SOOCHOW. 

(2) The Governor of Kiangsu reports the 
recapture and execution of a prisoner, who 
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had escaped with several others from thegaol 
at Soochow. On the eve of the year before 
last the prisoners were counted, and the doors 
fastened up at nightfall according to the regu- 
lations. An hour or two after dark a violent 
storm came on. The high wall of the yard 
was blown down and fell against the pri- 
son, which seemed on the point of coming 
down also. The men were hastily removed 
to another building. But soon the same 
thing occurred also there, the wall came 
smashing on to the roof. The lamps were 
extinguished by the wind and rain, the war- 
ders were at their wit’s end, and nine pri- 
soners tore off their fetters and made their 
escape. Several of them were retaken at 
different periods, and lastly the man whose 
recapture is now reported. On examina- 
tion he stated that having got in safety 
through the city gates, which were left open 
for the new year, he induced a begger to 
shave his head for him, and cut out with a 
knife the marks branded of his body. He 
remaiued at large for some time, but was 
finally discovered in his native place, where 
he had ventured back to tind out what was 
goingon. The Governor has sentenced him 
tu immediate decapitation, such being the 
law with regard to criminals under capital 
sentence, who make their escape from 
prison. 
HOPPO AT CANTON. 

(3) Ch‘ang-yu is re-appointed Superinten- 
dent of Customs at Canton. 

September 19th.—[No papers of interest. ] 


LI HUNG-TSAO IN CHARGE OF THE YELLOW 
RIVER. ; 

September 20th.—(1) Li Hung-tsao re- 
ports that he has had the honour to receive 
the Imperial Decree inflicting certain penal- 
ties on him for his failure to repair the 
embankment of the Yellow River, and 
ordering him to act as Director General 
until the arrival gf Wu Ta-ch‘eng from Can- 
ton. He states that when he received the 
despatch last January instructing him to 
take charge of the Yellow River works, he 
immediately presented a Memorial explain- 
ing at length the difficulty of the task and 
his own unfitness for it. 
arrival at the river he found that there were 
six thousand feet of embankment to be 
constructed, the stock of millet stalks was 
only three thousand stacks, and in less than 
two months the river would begin to rise. 
The ofticers present moreover unanimously 
declared that the undertaking could not 
be completed in time. Helpless as he felt, 
he set himself to the task without giving 
way to despair. After six months of un- 
remitting toil, the six thousand feet of 
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embankment were constructed, and there 
only remained an opening of three hundred 
feet in breadth. But in the beginning of 


‘July all went wrong, and the enterprise 


was overwhelmed by failure just at the 
moment when success seemed assured. 
The Memorialist is overcome by grief aud 
disappointment. He is deeply grateful for 
the merciful treatment which he has re- 
ceived from the Emperor and for his tem- 
porary appointment as Director-General. 
So far everything remains safe; but as 
freshets occur frequently in the autumn 
months, it will be necessary to bestow 
the most watchful care upon the embank- 
ments and breakwaters, in the neighbour- 
hood of the breach, as well as upon the 
river bank higher up stream. 


CONSPIRACY AT TARBAGATAI. 


September 21st.—The officer in charge of 
the government at Tarbagatai reports the 
discovery and suppression of an audacious 
conspiracy in that town. The originators 
of the plot were an Anhui man named Yo 
Fu-lin, and Hu Lai-yu a native of Honan, 
who had recently been an officer, but was 
now unemployed, owing to the disbanding 
last winter of the battalion to which he 
belonged. Yo Fu-lin, having recently ar- 
rived from Ili at Tarbagatai, happened to 
meet Hu Lai-yu, who was an old friend of 
his, and suggested to him that they should 
do something together. There were at the 
time in prison in Tarbagatai three soldiers 
who had taken part ina military revolt and 
killed an officer some time before. They were 
being kept in confinement in order that they 
might be confronted with an officer who 
was engaged in the same affair, but had 
escaped to Kur-hara-usu and been arrested 
there. It was arranged by Yo Fu-lin and 
Hu Lai-yu that they should get together a 
party of desperadves, and set fire to the 
busy part of the town. While the officials 
were engaged in putting out the conflagra- 
tion, they would release the three soldiers 
in prison, and plunder the public treasury. 
Finally they would carry off their booty to 
Tli, and occupy a place there called Hsi- 
kow. The three prisoners agreed to 
join in the scheme, some other persons 
were invited to take part in it, and the day 
was actually fixed for its execution. But 
before the time arrived, the affair came 
to the hearing of the officials and the 
two meu were arrested. Ou being brought 
up for trial they confessed their guilt, 
and were thereupon ordered to be beheaded 
immediately, together with the three sol- 
diers in prison who had entered into the 
conspiracy with them. There were also 
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three common soldiers in the garrison who 
were declared by the two men to have joined 
in the plot. But after a rigorous examina- 
tion these soldiers persisted in denying 
everything except that they heard of the 
scheme and refused to take part init. The 
Memvrialist accepted their declaration as 
true but he thought that men who had been 
approached by couspirators were not likely 
to be orderly and well-behaved persons. 
He has therefore dismissed them and sent 
them away to their homes to be kept under 
the surveillance of the lucal authorities. — 
App yoved. 
RIVER WORKS IN CHIHLI. 


Septemer 22nd.—(1) In former days there 
was a river known as the Chang Ho, which 
flowed some little distance to the north- 
west of the prefectural city of Ta-ming in 
the south of the province of Chihli. Its 
northern course having been stupped up in 
course of time, the river changed its course 
to the south of the city, but here too it 
silted so much within the last few years 
that its continual overflow became a source 
of grave apprehension during the freshet 
seasons. Last year it burst its bauks at 
the village of Ta Ching, and deluged the 
surrounding country and no small portion 
of the city. Over 100 villagas were plunged 
in distress, trade was completely stopped, 
and the price of commodities was greatly 
enbanced. Not far from the village the old 
bed of the river was discovered, but as it was 
higher than the surrounding country, it was 
thought better rather than deepen it to hit 
upon s me way for finding an entirly new 
outlet for the water. The flow being in an 
eastern direction, a canal was dug for a dis- 
tauce.of tive li to Pai Shiu-t‘an, whence by 
excavating an old river bed the water was 
catried over 25 li till it entered the River 
Wei. The work was performed partly by 
forced labour on the part of the people, 
and partly by four battalions of troops under 
the command of Brigadier General, Hsii 
Tao-kwei. The excavations measured 
150,000 fang of earth, and the new river 
was strongly embanked throughout its 
course, the whole having been completed 
within a period of two months, General 
Hsii was subsequently charged with the 
repair of the lanks of the Yellow River, 
where it runs through the Tuug-ming 
district, and by his services there and in 
connection with the Chang Ho rescued 
several hunderds of villages from inunda- 
tion, and so drained the flooded districts 
that the crops were everywhere got into the 
ground in fairly good time. The undertak- 
ing was managed on a very economical 
scale, and the total expenditure, including 
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the cost of niaterials and machinery, 
amounted only to Tls. 7,440.3.6.5., which 
is to be reimbursed from the likin receipts 
of the Ta-ming perfecture. ‘There will be 
some further outlay to compensate the 
farmers for the removal of graves and the 
land of which they were dispossessed, but 
this will be reported later on. 


PATROL OF THE COREAN FRONTIER, 


(2) The Governor of Féng-t‘ien reports 
the completion of the summer patrol of the 
debatable ground between China aud Corea 
by officials deputed by the respective Gou- 
vernments of both countries. Squatters 
have settled down on the banks of the Yalu 
Chiang, which forms the only dividing line 
between them and Corean territory, and by 
an old standing arrangement the border 
country is inspected twice a year by Chinese 
and Corean authorities. The King of 
Corea is notified of the approaching meeting 
on the frontier by the Board of Rites at 
Moukden, and the Corean representative 
hands his Chinese colleague a stamped 
document certifying to the tranquillity of 
the country inspected. This year the in- 
spection was conducted by the Colonel of 
Chin Chvu, and Corean officer named Shén 
Yi-ch‘nn. 

DENUNCIATION OF OFFICIALS RESPONSIBLE 
FOR COLLAPSE OF YELLOW RIVER WORKS. 


(3) By a recent Decree Li Hung-tsao, 
and his colleagues were conmanded to 
denounce without fear or favour the officers 
who were responsible for the collapse of 
the repairs at the great breach in the 
Yellow River. In carrying out these in- 
structions the Memorialists enter into what 
appears to be rather a defence than a 
censure of the actiuns of their subordinates. 
The work, they state, was conducted with’ 
unremitting care and constant personal 
supervision all through the severe winter 
and the blazing heat of the summer. When 
the freshets arrived the breach had been 
reduced to very small dimensious, but the 
violence of the current and the fury of the 
eddies it created added infinitely to the 
difficulty of the task. Sometimes the boats 
carrying the fascines were violently tossed 
about, sometimes a portion of the new 
embankment would give way, and the offi- 
cers and men were continually exposed to 
fresh dangers which enlisted for them the 
hearty sympathy of all, who witnessed their 
trials and troubles. For any blame that 
may attach to the ultimate failure of the 
undertaking the Memorialists consider 
themselves mainly responsible, but they 
hold that the immediate cause of the break- 
down —the sinking of the boat-load of 
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fascines—was due to circumstances against 


which it was impossible to contend. After 
the occurrence the officials lost not a moment 
in endeavouring at the imminent risk of 
their lives to safe-guard what was left of 
the embankments, and their conduct in 
this respect affords a striking contrast to 
what happened in connection with the 
Chung Mou repairs some forty years ago. 
As, however, their responsibility for the 
disaster remains undeniable, a list of those 
who are tu be degraded are given an op- 
portunity of atoning for the past by renewed 
exertions in future is submitted to the 
Throne. The officers who were m charge 
of the boat, when it sank, were both 
drowned, and as their bodies have not 
been recovered, it is asked that the penal- 
ties to which they would otherwise have 
been liable may be remitted. 


September 23rd.—[No papers of interest. ] 


CONDITION OF THE BOARD OF PUNISHMENTS 
IN PEKING. 


September 24th.—(1) The Censor for 
the Fukien circuit, Ho Fu-k‘un, states 
that the number of criminals detained 
in the Board of Punishments .is exces- 
sive, and asks that as an act of com- 
ages for the sufferers, instructions should 

e issued for the immediate investigation 
of all out-standing cases. Prisoners are 
sent to the Buard from all the detective 
departments in the capital, and the mal- 
treatment and exactions which they endure 
at the hands of the warders are heatrending 
in the extreme, The authorities of the 
Board, however intelligent and active in 
their supervision, are unable to ascertain the 
particulars of each individual case, the re- 
sult is that persons convicted of slight 
offences for which banishment and bambvo- 
ing would be sufficient punishment often, 
languish for a long time in prison and are 
either ruined out of house and hume or 
starved todeath in large numbers every year. 
In 1860 a Decree was issued pointing out 
that by law a fixed limit of time was assign- 
ed to the Board of Punishments for the 
determination of all matters that came be- 
fore it, and enquiring how it was that there 
were so many cases unsettled. Any delay in 
legal inquiry was for the future to be consi- 
dered a ground of punishment. In the fol- 
lowing yeara further Decree was issued on the 
same subject and the Board was ordered to 
clear off all its arrears without delay. At 
the present inoment, however, over 250 
prisoners are in the Board’s prison awaiting 
trial. This number is almost double what 
it was some seven or eight years ago. It 
comprises of course some recent offenders, 
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but no small proportion of the total is 
composed of persons who have undergone 
a long period of incarceration and have 
not yet had the benefit of a trial. In 
summer the filth and pestilential air of 
the place breed disease, while in winter 
the inmates are pierced tu the very bones 
with wind and cold. This may be suitable 
enough treatment fur criminals condemned 
to death, but it certainly should elicit 
sympathy, when applied to persons con- 
victed of minor offences. The Memorialist 
therefore asks that the Board should be 
directed to clear off at once all the less 
serious cases, the investigation of which 
presents no great difficulty. No attention 
whatever is now paid to the limit of time 
prescribed by law and it is requested that 
the Board should be required to adhere to 
the tixed period in future and prevent any 
further accumulation of arrears.—Decree 
already published. 


ABUSES OF PROVINCIAL COURTS. 


(2) The same Censor complains strongly 
of thetreatin ent of prisoners in the provinces. 
Only the worst class of offenders should, he 
explains, be committed to prison, the re- 
mainder being either released on bail or 
placed under strict surveillance. Unfor- 
tunately, however, the latter are expused 
to all the maltreatment, and extortion 
which go on in the prisons. Under regula- 
tions recently issued all Magistrates were 
required to furnish monthly returns of 
criminals detained within their jurisdic- 
tions, distinguishing between old and new 
offenders, and those kept in and those 
under surveillance. A list of discharges 
was also to be added. The arrangement 
is securing accurate returns of the criminals 
in prison. The same cannot however 
be said of persons in temporary detention 
or under surveillance. People who have 
thus been detained for years are entirely 
omitted from the monthly reports, while 
loug and circumstantial accounts of purely 
fictitious cases are drawn up so that the 
offenders this month may appear on the 
discharge list the next. What was there- 
fore an excellent idea in itself has come to 
be regarded as a mere matter of form, and 
it is requested that the high provincial 
authorities should be directed to depute 
Commissioners to hold investigation intu 
the judicial procedure in their respective 
districts. To facilitate inquiry, Magistrates 
should be required to post periodic lists of 
all cases at the city gates. On taking over 
office a new incumbent should within a 
fortnight forward a list of all prisoners 
handed over to him by his predecessor, 
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and certify at the same time to the genuine 
nature of the record. 
DEATH OF THE CHIEF JUSTICE OF KIANGSU. 
September 25th.—The Governor-General 
at Nanking reports death about a month 
ago of Chang Fu-nien, the Chief Justice of 
Kiangsu, who had only recently returned 
from the Yellow River, in the repairs df 
which he had borne an active part. The 
deceased, who was carried off by an infec- 
tious disease, was a man of sterling worth 
and great energy, on whom the Viceroy 
placed much reliance. Since his appoint- 
ment to Kiangsu he had always promoted 
good, and repressed evil and had done 
much to clear off judicial arrears. The 
vacancy is to be filled for the moment by 
the Salt Intendant, Tien-Kuo-chiin an 
officer of wide experience, much intelligence 
and industry. An expectant Taotai 
named Ts’ai Shih-pao, whose standing and 
training qualify him for the post, is to act 
as Salt Intendant until a new appointment 
is made by the Throne to the oftice of Chief 
Justice. 


REWARDS TO OFFICERS FOR ADMINISTRATION 
OF WASTE LANDS IN KIRIN, 


September 26th. —-The Governor of Kirin 
states that repeated applications have been 
made during the last thirty years for the 
allotment and reclamation of the waste 
land in the province, but that nothing was 
done until some nine years ago, when the 
matter was taken up in earnest with a view 
to procuring funds for the military necessi- 
ties of the time. The pressing need for 
money that then existed induced the author- 
ities to manage the business at first through 
the agency of middle-men, who took over 
the land in large quantities from the Gov- 
ernment and parcelled it out indicrimi- 
nately to tenants irrespective of the char- 
acter of the holder or the quality of the soil. 
The settlement of ‘boundaries, fixing of 
rent, size of holdings, and all such ques- 
tions were decided exclusively by these 
middle-men, and the result led to much 
confusion and interminable disputes. Some 
tenants cultivated land for which they paid 
no rent, while others paid twice the amount 
of their assessment. There were even 
cases where the holders threw up the land 
and decamped rather than pay the heavy 
rent demanded. These abuses had con- 
tinued so long that a return to a better 
order of things seemed almost impossible. 
Some years ago the Board of Revenue, 
having issued instructions for a full survey 
of all the waste land in the province, a 
department for carrying out this object 
was established in the capital, and otticers 
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were sent duly equipped to execute the 
task. Great opposition was encountered 
on the part of influential land-grabbers, 

ut by a judicious application of stern 
and persuasive measures, the Commis- 
sieners succeeded eventually in  over- 
coming all obstacles, and made a complete 
survey of all the waste land in the pro- 
vince. Cases of disputed boundary and of 
exorbitant rent and other complicated 
questions which had been going on for 
scores of years were all disposed of, and 
the whole matter was placed on a plain 
footing. Altogether over 1,010,000 hsiang 
(one hsiang equals about an English acre) 
of land were surveyed, and the proceeds 
of the sale amounted to an equal number 
of strings of cash, or say, a million of 
dollars. In addition to this there will be 
an increased income of about Tls. 60,000 
a year accruing from the rental of waste 
lands now placed at the disposal of culti- 
vators. The Memorialist ascribes the suc- 
cess of the enterprise in a great measure 
to the ene:gy of his subordinates, who 
braved all weathert and spared themselves 
no trouble in carrying out his instructions. 
He submits the names of 33.of the most 
deserving officers, for whom he solicits the 
bestowal of such rewards as the Throne 
may consider suitable. 


TRIBUTE GRAIN DIVERTED FOR THE RELIEF 
OF DISTRESS IN ANHUI AND KIANGSU. 


(2) A Decree. During the present year 
Féng-yang, Yin Chow, Sst Chow, and other 
places in Anhui bordering on the river Huai 
have suffered from floods, while in Yang- 
chow, Chinkiang, Hsii Chow, and Nanking 
in Kiangsu great drought has prevailed. 
Much misery is felt in consequence, and 
the condition of the peopl¢, with winter so 
close at hand, is deserving of all commisera- 
tion. It behoves the Court, with that anx- 
ious solicitation which it ever shows for its 
people in distress, to make provision before- 
hand to succour its needy subject. We 
accordingly authorise the retention, for the 
relief of suffering in Anhui and Kiangsu, of 
all the tribute rice that Kiangpei should have 
now sent to Peking by the Canal, and We 
sanction the expense of transport, freight, 
etc., being applied to the same purpose. 
Let Tséng Kuo-ch‘iian, Sung Chiin, and 
Ch‘én Yi decide in consultation with their 
respective staffs as the best means of ad- 
ministering the funds thus placed at their 
disposal, and report on what relief works 
it may be considered advisable to organise. 
The great essential is that Our bounty 
should reach the people in all its fulness 
and that no abuses should be permitted. 


‘ 
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CUSTOMS DUTIES AT CH‘UNG-WEN GATE. 


September 27th.—The Superintendent of 
Customs at the Ch‘ung-wén Gate reports 
the completion on the 7th instant of his 
term of office, and adds that the receipts, 
though comparing favourably with previous 
years, are still considerably short of the 
total amount required. The deficit is attri- 
buted to a variety of causes. The great 
fluctuations during the year in the exchange 
between copper cash and silver, and the high 
price of commodities caused a great slack- 
ness of trade. The bulk of the produce 
that reaches Peking comes from the South, 
and since the Yellow River disaster last 
year, this traftic has been seriously dimin- 
ished. During the present summer the 
roads have been rendered impassable by 
heavy rains and the conveyance of produce 
from even comparatively near regions has 
been attended with great ditliculty. Added 
to all this is the fact that the law does not 
authorize any additional levy upon goods of 
foreign origin, and it will be understood 
how, in spite of the most strenuous efforts, 
it has been found impossible to bring the 
revenue up to the desired standard. The 
late Superintendent, who experienced the 
same difficulties, asked permission to ac- 
count for only what he received, irrespec- 
tive of the amount of the assessment, 
but to this the Board objected and 
urged that in the event of a deficit each 
outgoing Superintendent should submit to 
it an explanation of the circumstances. 
The total receipts of the office for the year 
under review were Tls. 173,171.4.5.6.7, or 
Ts. 141,793.1.8.3 less than the total of the 
fixed and supplementary assessments. In 
addition to the ordinary presents to the 
eunuchs, a sum of Tis. 1,000 had to be 
furnished this year to the Court and the 
expenses of an additional staff at Tung-pa 
and six other stations were defrayed from 
the year’s receipts. 

DUTY ON NATIVE OPIUM AT CH‘UNG-WEN 

GATE COLLECTGRATE. 

The same Memorialist reports the 
amount of duty collected on native opium 
entering Peking during his term of office. 
In former years he states that the duty 
on native and foreign opium was levied 
on the same scale and that a special 
return of the receipts was made to the 
Board of Revenue. In February, 1887, 
however, a communication was received 
from the Board transmiting a copy of 
the new. regulations under which duty 
and likin on foreign opium were to be 
levied simultaneously. In that document 
it was stated that foreign opium, 
whether in whole chests or balls, was 
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after the payment of the twofold levy of 
likin and duty, to be subjected to no 
further charge, provided it bore the Cus- 
toms marks and seals. Memorialist has 
been careful since his assumption of office 
to adhere to these rules as also to the pro- 
cedure followed by his predecessors in 
office and has allowed foreign opium to 
pass free. There reniains, therefore, 
only native opium to be accounted for, 
and for many years past the quantity 
passed through the office has been incon- 
siderable. At present there is a brisk 
consumption of the foreign article, with 4 
corresponding decrease in the use of the 
native drug. During the past year only 
Tls. 530.4.8 were received as duty on the 
latter, which sum has in accordance with 
the instructions issued in 1859 been remit- 
ted separately to the Board of Revenue. 
September 28th.—No papers of interest. 


FRESH OPERATIONS AT THE YELLOW 
RIVER BREACH. 

September 29th.—(1) An Imperial De- 
cree notices a report by Wu Ta-ch‘éng, the 
new Director-General of the Yellow River. 
That officer has arrived at his port in 
Honan and, as instructed by the Emperor, 
has had under his consideration certain 
Memorials to the Throne censuring various 
officials who were concerned in the opera- 
tiens carried on in the past winter and 
spring. Wu Ta-ch‘éng finds that the 
charges formulated are the most part un- 
founded ; but in consequence of his report 
a few officials are withdrawn from their 
appointments in connection with the river 
works, or are subjected to other penalties. 
An application made by him for the sum of 
Tis. 100,000 in ready money is referred to 
the Board of Revenue, which is directed 
to report on it without delay. The Em- 
peror concludes by remarking that ten 
million taels and more have now been 
devoted to the repairs. The Director- 
General and subordinates must take the 
greatest care that no money is squandered, 
and must give their utmost efforts to the 
performance of the task entrusted to them. 
‘As soon as the period of hoar frost (October 
23rd) shall arrive, the reconstruction of 
the embankments is to be commenced, and 
they are to be completed as soon as pos- 
sible. 

EXECUTION OF A RECAPTURED PRISONER. 

Sept. 30th.—(1) The Governor at Soo- 
chow reports the execution of a prisoner who 
had escaped from custody. The prisoner, 
Kao Yii-ts‘ai, was originally a loafer with- 
out employment and was a native of P‘ai- 
chow in northern Kiangsu. One day be- 
tween two and three years ago he himself 
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was in want of money. At the suggestion 
of one of the party it was agreed that they 
should rob the house of a rich country 
gentleman who lived in the neigh- 
bourhood. Some more men were in- 
duced tu jointhem, and one evening they 
set out together for the house which 
they intended toattack. The gang consist- 
ed of about a dozen men carrying foreign 
fire-arms, swords, or bludgeons, and they 
were accompanied by thirteen others who 
were unarmed. Reaching the house at 
about ten o’clock in the evening, they found 
the door unfastened. Leaving a guard at 
the entrance, they went in and commenced 
to ransack the place. The son of the pro- 
prietor attempted to resist, but he was cut 
down by Kao Yii-ts‘ai, and died next day 
from the effect of the wound. The robbers, 
having carried off their booty to a safe 
place, divided it among them and dispersed. 
Kao Yii-ts‘ai was captured some time after- 
wards After being tried first at P‘ei- 
chow, he was taken before the Prefect and 
the Taotai at Hsii-chow Fu, by whom 
he was condemned to decapitation fol- 
lowed by exposure of the head. In order 
that his sentence might be carried out he 
was ordered to be taken back to P‘ei-chow. 
He was in the charge of two police officers, 
who had brought him to Hsii-chow, and 
four other men were told off to accompany 
the party for additional security. On the 
way they stopped for the night at an inn. 
One of the guards was taken with an attack 
of cholera, and the others busied them- 
selves with attending upon him and getting 
medicines. After midnight the sick man 
got better, and his companions, who were 
wearied out, all fell asleep. The prisoner, 
seeing his opportunity, slipped out into the 
back-yard, wrenched off his fetters, climbed 
over a gap in the wall, and escaped. His 
head was shaved by a travelling barber 
whom he met, and whom he told that he 
had been ill and had therefore let his hair 
grow. Sleeping in out-houses at night and 
begging by day, he made his way to Hai 
Chow, where he was discovered and re- 
captured. 

{n accordance with the law in force in 
such cases, the Memorialist has ordered 
the immediate execution of the prisoner. 
Further, an enquiry has been made into 
the conduct of the guards. It has been 
found that they were not guilty of releas- 
ing the man intentionally or of committing 
any breach of the regulations. They had 
merely failed to exercise sufficient care, as 
has been described above. On this account, 
and as the prisoner was recovered within a 
year, the two police officers who were 
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responsible for his keeping are sentenced 
to receive a hundred blows and to be 
banished for three years. The four addi- 
tional guards it is proposed to pardon 
entirely.—Referred to the Board of punish- 
ments. 
_ ROBBERY AT COPPER MINES NEAR JEHO. 
(2) The Tartar Lieutenant-General at 
Jeho reports that the office of the P‘ing- 
ch‘iian Copper Mining Company, has been 
plundered by robbers. The Memorialist 
had previously been notified by the Viceroy 
Li Hung-chang that mining operations 
were to be undertaken in the neighbour- 
hood of P‘ing-ch‘iian Chow under the 
superintendence of Chu Taotai, and he 
therefure had issued instructions to the 
civil and military authorities of the locality 
bidding them exercise the greatest watch- 
fulness in order to prevent any trouble 
being caused by robbers. At the end of 
last month, however, he heard a rumour 
that an attack had been made upon the 
mines ; and an official report to the same 
effect reached him from the authorities 
concerned just as he was proceeding to 
send out orders in consequence of the 
rumours. Since the affair occurred, the 
Sub-prefect at P‘ing-ch‘iian has retired 
from his post on account of the death of 
one of his parents. It is therefore not 
proposed to do anything with regard to 
him ; but the sergeant in charge of the 
guard in the neighbourhood has been de- 
prived of his button. Orders also have been 
issued for the recovery of the stolen pro- 
perty and the arrest of the robbers.—Re- 
script: Noted. 


PRINCE CH‘UN WILL RETAIN HIS OFFICIAL 
POSTS. 

October Ist.—(1) The Empress has re- 
ceived an application from Prince Ch‘un 
(the father of the Emperor), begging to be 
allowed to give up his official duties on the 
grounds that he still remains in ill-health, 
that the Admiralty regulations have been 
drawn up, and that the Emperor will soon 
assume sole power. Her Majesty remarks 
on the loyalty and ability with which the 
Prince has served his country, and the 
success with which he has organized the 
navy, labouring unweariedly in spite of ill- 
health. Her Majesty herself has studied 
the scheme that he has framed, and has 
been struck with its clearness and com- 
pleteness. She feels great compunction in 
laying upon his shoulders the toils and re- 
sponsibilities of office, when he has declared 
that his health is still impaired. But the or- 
ganization of the navy is a matter of extraor- 
dinary importance, and there will be much 
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to be done in putting into practice the 
rules that have been made ; the Prince tuo, 
from his nearness to the Throne, cannot 
but feel a personal interest in the good 
government of the country; and in the 
visits which Her Majesty has paid to his 
sick bed, she has watched his gradual re- 
covery of his strength. Her Majesty, there- 
fore, desires that for the present he will 
continue as before to take charge of the 
Admiralty and the Peking Field Force. 
But he need not add his name to any 
Menoorials which shall be presented by his 
colleagues in the latter office after the 
Emperor’s assumption of sole power; and 
when he considers that the navy has been 
completely organized, he may report the 
fact to Her Majesty, who will then issue 
fresh instructions. On the one hand the 
Prince must not decline to undertake the 
important duties entrusted to him, while 
on the other he must be careful to nurse 
himself till he completely recovers his 
strength. 
THE NEWCHWANG FLOODS. 

(2) The Governor of the Manchurian pro- 
vince of Feng-t‘ien presents a Memorial, 
giving a further account of the receut floods 
there, and of the measures which he has 
adopted for relieving distress. According 
to reports forwarded to him in Feng-huang 
T‘ing the level country was several feet 
under water, the crops drowned, and public 
offices and private houses alike all flooded. 
In the district of An-tung there were from 
twenty to thirty feet of water on the ground, 
the people had fled to the hills, and sixty 
or seventy per cent. of the houses were 
washed completely away. In Tung-hua 
the dykes had burst, and the country 
both inside and outside the town was 
converted into a lake. At Liao-yang Chou- 
the T‘ai-tzit River and the mountain streams 
combined had covered the level country to 
a depth of five or six feet, and in the town 
itself there was more than a foot of water. 
In Hai-ch‘eug Hsien, the plain was three 
or four feet under water, and the crops in 
the low lands were drowned. All the 
neighbourhood of Newchwang was flooded, 
and the town was full of refugees. In Kai- 
p‘ing the walls were washed away in places 
and many houses had fallen. In Yen-hsin 
the inundation was very severe, especially 
to the south of the town ; but the amount 
of damage and loss of life has not yet 
been ascertained. In Hsing-ching Ting 
twenty-one houses had been destroyed 
at Hsin Pin-p‘u ; but, as the roads were 
all impassable, it was not yet known 
what had happened in other parts of the 
district. The Memorialist remarks that the 
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floods extend for a distance of three hun- 
dred miles, and the calamity is therefore 
most serious. He has sent nearly twenty 
thousand taels to the various local au- 
thorities for immediate distribution. But 
the distress is so severe that further ex- 
traordinary measures must beadopted, and it 
willnot be sufticient, ason ordinary occasions, 
merely to remit or postpone the collection 
of the land tax. For unless adequate relief 
be affurded, the old and the weak will die 
of starvation and the young and the strong 
will be driven to resort to brigandage. He 
proposes therefore to issue the grain in all 
the ofticial granaries, whether Tartar or 
Chinese, and, as may be most suitable in 
each locality, to open soup-kitchens, dis- 
tribute grain, or give away actual money. 
Ina postscript Memorial the same writer 
makes the extraordinary statement that the 
Hun Ho and the T‘ai-tzi Ho (which flow 
into the Liao River a little. above New- 
chwang), communicate with the Yalu River 
on the Corean frontier, and he ascribes the 
unusual severity of the floods to the fact 
that they followed close after a rise in the 
waters in the Corean district of I-chow. 
He is unable as yet to state what was the 
loss of human life ; but it must be very 
great, on account of the suddenness of the 
catastrophe and the impossiblity of con- 
veying help across the flooded region. 
Fortunately the Imperial Mausoleum near 
Hsing-ching, that known as the Yung Ling, 
has escaped all injury, except a little damage 
to the terrace by the water side in front ; 
though the official residences attached to it 
have suffered severely. The Memorialist 
is afraid that the calamity must be due to 
his own short-comings. For in the five 
years that he has been Governor there have 
been three terrible floods. He begs there- 
fore that he may be removed from his 
post, and his place taken by a better officer. 
In the Rescripts to the two Memorials, the 
Emperor approves the measures adopted 
so far, and the plans proposed. It is also 
ordered that the most strenuous efforts be 
made for the relief of the distressed, and 
the Memorialist is told not to take to him- 
self the blame for what has happened. 
October, 2nd.—[No papers of interest. ] 
PROPOSED NEW PREFECTURE IN KIRIN. 
October 3rd.—The Governor of Kirin 
requests that the Independent Sub-prefec- 
ture of Ch‘ang-ch‘un may be changed inro 
a Prefecture of the same name, with the new 
district of Nung-an under its jurisdiction. 
This alteration he considers necessary for 
the proper government of the country. 
Ch‘ang-ch‘un lies to the north-west of 
Kirin city, and isa large tract, being nearly 
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a hundred miles in length from north to 
south, and about as much from east to 
west. It originally formed part of the 
territory of the Ghorlos Tribe of Mongols, 

. was brought into cultivation during the 
latter half of the last century, and a Sub- 
prefecture was established these during the 
early part of the present one.—Referred to 
the Board. 


ROBBERS IN A GOVERMENT GRANARY. 


October 4th. —(1) One night a short time 
ago it was discovered that a party of rob- 
bers had entered one of the granaries in 
Peking, for the purpose of stealing the rice 
stored there. The officer in charge collect- 
ed such men as were at hand and went in to 
arrest thieves. The latter, who- were six in 
number, were armed with pistols and iron 
whips, and offered a violent resistance : but 
four of them were captured, while the other 
twoescaped. It was found afterwards that 
they had taken a number of rafters from 
the roof of an adjacent granary (presumably 
a disused one), with these they had impro- 
vised a ladder and had climbed in through 
an aperture over the door. The prisoners 
refused at first to tell who they were ; but 
after a rigorous examination they disclosed 
their names, as well as those of the two 
men that escaped, whom they said were the 
leaders of the party. 


LI HUNG-TSAO RETURNS FROM YELLOW RIVER. 


(2) Li Hung-tsao reports that he has 
handed over to Wu Ta-ch‘éng the official 
seal, and the archives belonging to the 
Director-General of the Yellow River. 
During the time that the Memorialist has 
held the Acting Directorship, the autumn 
freshets have not been severe, and he has 
succeeded in keeping the works at the 
breach from suffering any damage. As the 
‘*period of white dew” (September 8th) is 
passed, no further rise in the water or 
injury to the embankment need be anti- 
cipated during the coming months. 


PRINCE CH‘UN GIVES UP HIS PALACE. 


October, 5th.—Her Majesty the Empress 
Dowager publishes a Decree. Prince Ch‘un 
has sent in a Memorial, representing that 
the palace which he inhabits by imperial 
favour is the place of birth of His Majesty 
the Emperor. He therefore begs to be 
instructed whether, in accordance with 
precedent, he ought to render it back 
again to the crown. In reply, Her Majesty 
is pleased to order that the Prince shall 
surrender his dwelling, which will become 
an Imperial Palace in accordancs with the 
precedentsin the second yearof Yung Cheng, 
and the fifty-ninth year of Ch‘ien Lung. 
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The Palace now occupied by the Peitza Yii- 
hsiu is hereby bestowed on the Prince as a 
residence ; and the Board of Revenue is 
ordered to pay to him the sum of one 
hundred thousand taels in order that he 
may repair itin a suitable manner. When 
the repairs are completed, he will transfer 
his household there. Prince Yi-hsiu is 
given an unoccupied palace inside the 
north-west gate of the city, and ten thou- 
sand taels for effecting repairs. 


FUNDS RAISED BY THE SALE OF OFFICIAL 
RANK FOR THE REPAIR OF THE BREACH 
IN THE YELLOW RIVER. 


October 6th.—(1) Last year, on the 
recommendation of the Censor Chou T‘ien- 
lin, an Imperial Decree was issued authoris- 
ing the resumption of the sale of official 
rank in order to provide the funds which 
were urgently required for the repair of the 
Yellow River works. The same principle 
was to be followed as was adopted in the 
case of subscriptions for coast defence, and 
the provincial Treasurers were to submit 
monthly returns of all receipts, and to re- 
tain the money pending the issue of instruc- 
tions by the Board as to its disposal. The 
system was only to remain in operation 
for one year. During the first six months 
of the year a sum of Tls. 4,787.4 was 
received under this head in Kiangsi, and 
the Governor now reports that the proceeds 
for the seventh month have raised the 
amount to Tls. 9,636.8. A list of the names 
of the persons on whom rank has thus been 
conferred, with particulars as to their age, 
personal appearance, place of residence, 
and family history for three generations, 
forms an enclosure in the Memorial. The 
Governor, at the same time, mentions that 
Tls. 22,000, being a balance from a former 
fund, have in accordance with the Board’s 
instructions been remitted to Shantung to 
aid in defraying the expenses of river works 
in that province. 

FLOODS IN SHANTUNG. 

The Governor of Shantung reports that 
the heavy rains which have fallen since the 
beginning of autumn have caused much 
destruction and considerable loss of life in 
the province. In the Lin-ch‘i district five 
persons were drowned and a large number of 
houses swept away by the water pouring 
down from the mountains. At Taku-shan 
in the Wei district, where the river Pai- 
lang takes its rise, after many days of 
continuous rain, the water caine rushing 
in torrents from the mountains and swept 
away twenty-eight persons and over seven 
hundred houses in the course of one night. 
The Hui-min, Ch‘ing-ch‘éng, P‘u-t‘ai and 
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other districts also suffered severely, and 
adequate measures have everywhere been 
taken to relieve the distress. 

RETURN OF LI HUNG-{SAO TO PEKING. 

October 7th.—(1) Li Hung-tsao, who 
has returned to Peking from the Yellow 
River, has been received in audience and 
granted fifteen days’ leave of absence. 


MOVEMENTS OF NEWLY APPOINTED TARTAR 
GENERAL AT FOOCHOW. 

(2) Hsi-yiian, who was recently transfer- 
red from the post of Military Governor of 
Kirin to be Tartar General at Foochow, 
reports that his successor Ch‘ang-shun has 
arrived in Kirin, and that, after handing 


over charge, he himself started for Peking” 


on the 9th September, to have audience of 
the Emperor before proceeding to his new 
post. 


FUNDS FROM CHEKIANG FOR PEKING. 


(3) During the present year the salt 
revenue of Chékiang was required to 
furnish a sum of T]s. 220,000 as contribu- 
tion towards the Peking subsidy, and Ts. 
50,000 to aid in defraying the expenses of 
the Imperial Household, one half of which 
was to be forwarded in the first six months 
of the year, and the remainder before its 
close. Tls. 110,000 of the former and 
Ts. 25,000 of the latter contribution have 
already been forwarded, and the Governor 
now reports the transmission of Tls. 50,000 
and Tls. 10,000 as further instalments to 
the respective funds. 


MURDER OF FOUR MEMBERS OF ONE FAMILY. 


The following case is reported by the 
Governor-General of the Shén Kan pro- 
vinces. Lu Lai-pao, a farm labourer in the 
department of Ho Chou, engaged himself 
last year toa man named Wu Té-yuan at 
the wages of one tiao eight hunded cash 
per month. He was to share the same 
apartments as his master and eat at his 
table ; both men were to address each 
other in terms of equality, and there was 
to be no-distinction of master and servant 
between them. Wu Té-yuan was also a 
clerk in a Government office, and during 
his frequent absence from home on public 
duty, his wife managed the affairs of his 
farm. Lai-pao being of an _ indolent 
nature, frequently came in for abuse from 
his mistress which he bore in silence rather 
than lose his employment. One morning 
early in the present year, when he was 


sick, his mistress called him to go out to’ 


his work in the fields, and as he did not 
obey her, she dismissed him on the spot. 
Having no other place to go to he earnestly 
begged to be allowed to occupy an empty 
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room on the premises until he could find 
other employment. To this his master 
assented, but his mistress strongly ob- 
jected, and seizing his bed-clothing pitched 
it into the street. The master brought 
it in and again gave him permission to 
remain until he got better, but the wife 
vehemently protested against his doing 
so. The thought of all this harsh ‘treat- 
ment so incensed Lu Lai-pao that he 
determined to murder his mistress. Accor- 
dingly one day at noon, armed with a hat- 
chet, he stole into his mistress’ room, and, 
taking her unawares, dealt her a deadly 
blow from behind. A son and daughter of 
the deceased appearing at this moment 
were also killed by the murderer. Think- 
ing that the crime would be discovered on 
his master’s return he determined to set 
fire to the house, and make it appear that 
the death of his victims had thus been 
caused by accident. He piled up aheap of 
faggots and having set them on fire threw 
into the flames the three bodies, as well as 
a living child, who was lying asleep in its 
mother’s bed. The law on the subject is 
that a person who murders three members 
of the same family should be put to death 
by the slow and painful process, and his 
property should be confiscated for the bene- 
fit of the relatives of his victims, and Lu 
Lai-pao has already suffered the extreme 
penalty of the law. 
RESTORATION TO FORMER RANK OF A 
DECEASED OFFICIAL, 


(3) The Governor of Honan mentions 
having received a report from Liu Hsiio- 
hsiin respecting his deceased father Liu 
Ch‘i-hsien, who was formerly Lieutenant- 
Governor of the province, and was degraded 
about ten years ago for some impropriety 
in connection with the distribution of a 
relief fund. He died shortly afterwards at 
Ka‘i-féng Fu, and left dying injunctions 
upon his son to do his utmost to atone 
for his father’s shortcoming in the event 
of another famine occurring in Honan. 
In compliance with this request the son 
has now sold his property, and rea- 
lised a sum of Tis. 10,000 which he has 
offered to the Government as a trifling 
contribution towards repairing the breach 
in the Yellow River embankment, and the 
relief of distress in Honan. The donor is 
content with giving effect to his father’s 
wishes, and does not look for any form of 
reward, but the Governor, who dilates at 
considerable length on the services rendered 
by the deceased during a long otticial career, 
suggests that in order to encourage such 
acts of charity he may be restured to his 
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former rank, and enjoy fitting honours 
after death.—Rescript: Let Liu Ch‘i-hsien 
be restored to his original rank. 


EXAMINATION AT NANKING. 

October, 8th.—(1) The Governor of An- 
hui reports that, it being his turn this year 
to superintend the examinations for the 
second degree, he started for Nanking on 
the 29th of August, in order to make the 
preliminary arrangements for the event. 
The most important matter to be dealt with 
at present in the province is the relief of 
distress, and this he has confided to a 
number of trustworthy subordinates who 
are to furnish him with periodical reports 
on the subject. In all ordinary questions 
the Lieutenant-Governor will act for him 
during his absence. 


INFANTICIDE IN HUNAN. 


The Governor of Hunan mentions the 
fact that infanticide, which he stigmatises 
as a most abominable practice, has long 
been rife in Hunan, and reports the mea- 
sures which have been taken in recent years 
to counteract the habit. Among these the 
most important is the institution of found- 
ling hospitals, to which the gentry and 
people have subscribed in a most liberal 
manner. The latest offering of this kind 
has been from a literary graduate who, 
in compliance with the dying request 
of his parents, made over a farm of 
land valued at Tis. 3,690 for the benefit 
of the charity. The same officer had 
previously contributed a still larger sum 
for the support of orphaned girls among 
the members of his clan, and as both 
donations were prompted by his parents’ 
advice, he has received permission to erect 
a monumental arch to their memory. 


SALT COMMISSIONER OF SHANTUNG PROCEEDS 
TO PEKING FOR AUDIENCE, 


P‘an Chiin-yu, who held office for six 
years as Intendant of the Chao Lo Circuit 
in Kuangtung before he received his pre- 
sent appointment as Salt Commissioner in 
Shantung, has received instructions from 
the Board of Civil Office to proceed to 
Peking for audience. His place is to be 
temporarily filled by Mei Ch‘i-hsi, the Pre- 
fect of Chi-nan Fu. 

RETURN FROM BANISHMENT OF HO JU- 

CHANG. 

October, 9th.—-Ho Ju-chang, who is a 
native of the Ta-p‘u district in the vicinity 
of Swatow, held office for some time as 
Superintendent of the Arsenal at Foochow, 
where he was degraded during the French 
trouble and sent into banishment in the 
neighbourhood of Kalgan. Having com- 
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pleted his term of three years and paid a 
sum of Tls. 1,221 for the maintenance of 
the post roads, this ‘‘ worthless officer” 
has been set free and permitted to return 
to his home. 


OFFICERS FOR THE MANAGEMENT OF FOREIGN 
QUESTIONS IN KUANGSI. 

Some little time ago Shéng Ping-ch‘éng, 
the recently appointed Governor of Kuang- 
si, represented the inadequacy of his staff 
of expectant officers, and asked permission 
to transfer some officials of this class from 
other provinces to assist him at the outset 
in the management of commercial questions 
and the adjustment of the likin revenue. 
One of these, Yang Hsiio-yiian, an officer 
who formerly served in Hupeh and who is a 
native of Canton, was on his arrival placed 
in charge of the Foreign Department, and 
from his knowledge of foreign questions 
and his intimate acquaintance with the 
border country between the two Kuang 
provinces, his services are likely to prove 
of great value. It is therefore asked that 
he should be permanently retained in 
Kuangsi and in the event of this request 
being favourably entertained, he will be 
called upon to pay the transfer fees usual 
in such cases. 


APPOINTMENTS, 


October 10th.--K‘uei-Jun, President of 
the Board of Rites, K‘un Kang, President 
of the Board of Works, and Hsii Yung-i, 
Vice-President of the same Board, having 
been deputed on a special mission to convey 
the relics of the late Emperor to Moukden, 
Shao Ch‘i, Lin Shu, and Liao Shou-héng 
have been appointed to fill their respective 
posts during their absence, while Tséng 
Chi-tsi will act in the interval for Liao 
Shou-héng, as junior Vice-President of the 
Board of Punishments. 


DEATH OF THE GOVERNOR OF SHENSI. 

In an Imperial Decree issued to-day is 
announced the death of Yeh Po-ying the 
Governor of Shensi. The deceased, who 
had risen from the post of Taotai, had 
always displayed great care and diligence 
in.the discharge of his high functions, and 
the news of his sudden death has caused 
great sorrow at Court. He is to receive 
all the obituary honours due to his rank 
and to be pardoned all the faults committed 
during his official career. 


APPOINTMENTS. 

Chang-Hsii, the present Lieutenant Go- 
vernor of Shansi is appointed to the vacant 
Governorship of Shensi. Yii Shan, the 
Chief Justice of Hunan, being nominated 
his successor in Shansi, the post of the 
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latter in Hunan will be filled by Hsiieh 
Fu-ch‘éng. 

IMPEACHMENT OF THE GOVERNOR OF HONAN 
AND OTHER OFFICERS CONNECTED WITH 
THE YELLOW RIVER WORKS. 

The Censor, Liu Lun-hsiang, declaims in 
very strong terms upon the waste of money 
on the Yellow River works and asks that a 
sharp warning should be administered to 
those responsible for the outlay. He read 
the Decree in the Gazette of the 15th Sep- 
tember on the mismanagement of the re- 
pairs at Chéng Chou and infers that the 
Emperor is cognisant of the actual state of 
the case. He would ask permission, however, 
to supplement the facts already published by 
a detailed account of what has reached his 
own ears from other sources. Honan, he 
remarks, has an unenviable notoriety for 
the dishonesty of its officials, and things 
have not improved in this respect during 
the Governorship of Ni Wén-wei. In spite 
of the earnest injunctions of the Throne 
commanding him to procure a supply of 
materials with all possible speed, the 
Governor, without informing himself as to 
the character of his subordinates, placed 
the whole matter in the hands of the district 
officers by whom it was in turn entrusted 
to the worst class of underlings. The result 
is that people were forced to part with 
their materials without receiving any price 
forthem and were exposed to maltreatment, 
the news of which caused indignation far 
and near. Rather than sell them to the 
Government, the farmers burnt their millet 
stalks in large quantities and the work at 
the River was delayed for the want of 
materials. Ou-yang Lin, a Taotai whom 
the Governor employed as his trusted agent, 
is thoroughly detested in Hunan as an 
officer whose previous career was marked 
with greed and dishonesty which ultimately 
ensued in his disgrace. In entrusting to 
him the supervision of the collection of the 
material, the Governor showed a partisan 
spirit which makes his oftence quite as bad 
as that of Ch‘éng-fu and the rest, and the 
mere deprivation of rank would not, the Cen- 
sor thinks, constitute an adequate punish- 
ment. As soon as it was decidec, to bring 
the water back into its old cpurse in 
Shantung, the very first measure that ought 
to have received careful consideration was 
the excavation of a drainage channel. 
Instead however of a survey beiag made of 
the ground with a view to procuring a proper 
fall for the water, the work ‘was let out 
by contract to General Ts‘ui T‘ing-kuei 
who pocketed Tis. 1,200,000 and made a 
channel which was at once fav too narrow 
and too shallow, and siltec. up a day 
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or two after the water was let into it. 
The main current of the River con- 
tinued to flow as before, and the con- 
tinual action of the water against the 
opening delayed the closure of the breach 
and prevented the completion at the last 
moment of the entire enterprise. People 
from Honan who have recently come to 
Peking affirm that only a portion of the Tls. 
9,000,000 allotted by the Government ever 
found its way to the works. Li Hung-tsao 
was perfeetly clean-handed throughout, 
but as for the rest, they one and all 
made large profits out of the transaction. 
Fortunately, however, there is a good basis 
to proceed upon in future. Only six stages 
remain to be finished, and Wu Ta-chéng 
should be instructed to report at once the 
amount at which he estimates the expendi- 
ture on each section, so that an efficient 
check may be placed upon the wasteful use 
of public money. 


ANSWER TO FORMER CHARGES BY WU 
TA-CH‘ENG, THE PRESENT DIRECTOR-GENERAL 
OF THE YELLOW RIVER. 


October 11th.—Wu Ta-ch ‘éng acknowled- 
ges the receipt on the 11th September of an 
Imperial Decree enclosing copies of the 
above and another Memorial, in which 
charges have been made against Ni Wén-wei 
and his colleagues, and reports the result of 
a minute investigation which he has held 
on the subject. Immediately on assuming 
his present office, he made a personal in- 
spection of the condition of the river and 
had all the correspondence on the question 
of repairs brought before him and carefully 
examined. By this means and by closely 
interrogating the officers concerned, he 
learned that the water in the river was 
unusually low at the beginning of the 
present summer, and that the failure to com- 
plete the work was due to the following 
circumstances. In the first place the ex- 
tent of the work was very great, and the 
continual beating of the water against 
the breach rendered the execution of it 
extremely difficult. A second cause was 
the lateness of beginning the work and the 
great scarcity of materials. In accordance 
with the practice followed in a similar case 
in 1840 the materials were procured through 
the district officers, and as Ni Wén-wei 
thought they would act more promptly if 
they received their instructions direct from 
himself, he assigned them a limited time 
within which to procure the necessary 
quantity. The result was that the district 
officers entrusted the matter to their 
underlings, and no doubt considerable 
hardship was inflicted on the people. 
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ments to over 400 officials in connection 


Memorialist himself on his way through 
the province from Kuei-té Fu heard many 
references made to the subject, but though 
he instituted careful enquiries he could not 
ascertain definitely the name of any district 
or any: village in which the people had 
suffered oppression. He, himself, has estab- 
lished Government agencies for the purchase 
of materials, and has issued proclamations 
which will, be hopes, do away with any 
abuses of ‘the kind in future. Ou-yang 
Lin, the officer denounced in the Censor’s 
Memorial, had previously held successive 
offices in Honan for a number of years, and 
certainly dues not enjoy a very good reputa- 
tion, but there is not sufficient proof that he 
had acted dishonestly in the collection of 
materials. The outcry against him at pre- 
sent is rather to be ascribed to the jealousy 
occasioned by the fact that he was transfer- 
redfromanother province. He will, however, 
be removed from his present post and sent 
back to Kiangsu. The charges against 
General Ts‘ui T‘ing-kuei are held to be 
unfounded. The work of excavating the 
drainage channel was not let out to him by 
contract. The channel, which was dug out 
by soldiers under the General’s command, 
is divided into 96 sections and is 3,000 chang 
in length, and cost Tls. 700,000 and not 
Tls. 1,200,000 as stated by the Censor. 
Detailed accounts of the whole expen- 
diture were furnished at the time. The 
Memorialist has had the channel accur- 
ately surveyed, and finds that, far from 
being silted up as stated by the Censor, 
it is navigable for sinall beats through- 
out its entire course. At its mouth it 
is from 8 to 10 feet deep, while in the 
other parts it averages a depth of 4 to 5 
feet, its shallowest part, which is in the 
42nd and 43rd section being from 2 to 
4 feet. General Ts‘ui will be retained 
in charge of the work. In another of the 
accusations it was stated that the higher 
otiicials in charge of the work received 
Tis. 1,000 per mnth, their subordinates 
Tls. 200, and that the volunteers for posts 
amounted to several hundreds. The Gov- 
ernor called for a report on the subject 
and finds that the salaries paid were as 
follows :—Li Hung-tsao received salary in 
accordance with the Board’s regulation at 
the rate of Tls. 7 a day, the officers of his 
staff Tls. 3 a day and other officers in pro- 
portion to their rank—Taotais Tls. 100 
a month, Prefects Tls. 70, District Offi- 
cers Tls. 60, and all of lower degree Tls. 
30 a month, while the number of vo- 
lunteers was not nearly so great as repre- 
sented. Another accusation made against 
Ch‘éng Fu was that he had sold appoint- 
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with the works. This is entirely without 
other foundation than that of malicious 
gossip. The total number of officers ap- 
pointed by both Ni Wén-wei, and Ch‘éng 
Fu did not exceed 200, and they were 
nearly all officers previously connected 
with the River Works. Shao Hsien was 
accused of having remitted Tls. 400,000, to 
Peking on his private account. The books 
of all banks in the district which remit 
money to Peking have been carefully ex- 
amined, and the name of Shao Hsien does 
not appear at all among those who sent 
drafts to Peking. Over 2,000 volumes con- 
taining the accounts in connection with the 
river repairs have also heen examined, and 
have been found to correspond in every par- 
ticular with thedisbursementsof the Provin- 
cial Treasury. There is, however, one item 
regarding which doubts may be entertained. 
An Acting Magistrate, named Chiang Wén- 
hai, a relative of Shao Hsien, received no 
less than Tls. 200,000, for the purchase of 
materials. His name does not appear in 
the list of his staff furnished by Shao Hsien, 
and although it is known that 660 stacks of 
millet stalks were purchased by him, it is 
now impossible to ascertain whether he 
may not have taken advantage of this op- 
portunity to embezzle public money. At 
all events, he has left an exceedingly bad 
reputation behind him, and it is asked that 
he should be degraded. The Acting Taotai 
of the Kai Kuei Ch‘én Hsii circuit and 
several other officials ought to be similarly 
punished. 


STEAMER AND OTHER DREDGING APPLIANCES 
FOR PORT ARTHUR. 


October 12th.—The Viceroy of Chihli 
remarks that the ironclads and steel vessels 
which have been procured for the Northern 
squadron are too large and draw too much 
water to allow of their entering the Tientsin 
River. It became necessary therefore tu 
find some other suitable place for docking 
them, and Port Arthur was selected as pos- 
sessing the most natural situation for the 
purpose. The one great drawback to it 
was the narrowness of the entrance and the 
silting bottom, which rendered excavation 
on a large scale an indispensable necessity 
for facilitating the anchorage and movement 
of vessels. Dredging machines have been 
at work for some time, and much trouble 
has been taken to clear out the harbour but 
to prevent its being blocked up again, 
it is necessary that the mud should be 
carried right ont to sea., Hitherto, only 
one small launch, the Zi Shun, has been 
available fur this service, but recently the 
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Taku dockyard was ordered to construct a 
new screw steamer for towing purposes 
named the Yi Shun. The new vessel was 
to be 120 Chinese feet long and 20 feet 
broad and was to draw 84 feet of water. 
The hull was to be of steel plate and the 
deck of pumelo wood. She was to have 3 
boilers and a complete set of compound 
engines; her horse power was to be 350, 
and her speed 12 knots an hour. In case 
of need she could be converted into a gun- 
vessel and could be employed in laying down 
torpedoes. She carried two sampans and a 
small steam-launch, and her gear and fittings 
were complete in every respect. Exclusive 
of the wages of the workmen which were 
paid from the dock-yard funds, the total 
cost of the materials used in her construc- 
tion amounted to a fraction over Tls. 
34,106. Six iron lighters were built separ- 
ately for the same work at a cost of Ts. 
39,427. The annual expenditure of the 
vessel for coal, oil, repairs, etc., will be a 
variable quantity which it is impossible to 
fix beforehand. Her complement consists 
of 20 officers and men, drawing a total 
monthly allowance of Tls. 414. As the 
engines were of entirely new design, it was 
deemed advisable to engage a foreign 
engineer named Makéng (Malcolm) for a 
period of three months to give directions as 
to the proper mode of working them. He 
received a salary of Tls. 280 a month, and 
was to be got rid of at the end of the three 
months. 
and he has been sent away. 


FLOODS IN KUANGSI. 


October, 13th.—(1) The Governor of 
Kuangsi reports that the heavy rains in the 
middle of June last caused serious floods 
in the Prefecture of Hsiin-chou, bordering 
on the West River of Canton. A great 
deal of country was overflowed, houses 
were washed down, and there was a certain 
amount of loss of human life. Instructions 
were given to the local anthorities to 
ascertain the amount of damage done and 
to issue relief to those poor persons who 
were in need of it. 


DROUGHT IN ANHU1. 


(2) According to a Memorial presented 
by the Governor of Anhui, during the 
past summer there has been a great 
deficiency in the rainfall in a part of the 
province. The tract of country affected is 
that lying in the valley of the Yangtze on 
th- north bank of the river. The drought 
was particularly severe in the district of 
Ho-fei ; and the general distress there was 
aggravated by the insurrection of Liu 
Wen-pi, which, though speedily suppressed, 
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The time has already expired, 


increased the difficulty to the poor of earn- 
ing a livelihood. The Memorialist therefore 
despatched an officer to the district in 
question to distribute relief, and furnished 
him with ten thousand taels from the 
charitable fund and five thousand strings of 
cash from the Likin Office. He also found 
that the districts round Ch‘u Chou on the 
Kiangsu frontier had suffered greatly from 
drought. The irrigation ponds were dry, 
and, the land being high, there were no 
canals by which additional water could be 
introduced. The rice had therefore withered 
in the blade, and the poor were left without 
means of supporting life. The Memorialist 
has given orders to the Taotai of the circuit 
to give away such money as may be required 
for charity, and to ascertain the exact 
particulars of the failure of the crop, with 
a view to a general postponement or 
remission of the land tax, if it be found 
necessary. For the moment he is taking 
money from the Charity Fund. But in 
view of the calls upon that fund on account 
of the distress in the districts flooded 
by the Yellow River further north, he is 
afraid that he may have to ask permission 
to draw upon the contents of the provincial 
treasury.—Approved by Rescript. 


CHANG K‘AI-SUNG’S POSTHUMOUS HONOURS 
CANCELLED. 


October 14th.—(1) After the death of 
Chang K‘ai-sung, formerly Governor of 
Kuangsi, some of his friends begged that 
they might be allowed to erect a temple to 
his memory and that his exploits might be 
recorded in the national annals. Both of 
these requests, which were forwarded and 
supported by the proper authority, received 
the approval of His Majesty the Emperor. 
Afterwards certain Censors, acting on behalf 
of officials belonging to Kuangsi, made re- 
presentations to the Throne charging Chang 
K‘ai-sung with corruption and misconduct, 
on which account they begged that the Em- 
peror would withdraw the sanction which he 
had given for the proposed honours. By the 
Emperor’s orders the accusatory memorials 
were placed in the hands of Shén Ping- : 
ch‘eng, the present Governor of the pro- 
vince. Shén Ping-ch‘eng has now reported 
that he considers the specific charges to be 
unproven ; but still if the deceased officer’s 
conduct and character had really been such 
as to give him a high place in the popular 
estimation, it would not now be found that 
there are as many men ready to declaim 
against him as there are to speak in his 
favour. Such being the case, the Emperor 
withdraws the authorisation given by him 
for building a temple. 
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ALLOWANCES TO CHARITABLE INSTITUTIONS. 


October 15th.—({1) This day’s Gazette 
contains the annual applications for dona- 
tions of food for a number of charitable in- 
stitutions located inside the Kuang-an Gate 
at Peking. The first mentioned is an or- 
phanage, where children are brought up 
free of expense and are given a literary 
education, or, if they show no turn for 
books, are taught a trade instead. In 
connection with the orphanage is an in- 
stitution for assisting young widows, who 
virtuously refuse to marry again. The 
relatives of the widows are required to 
contribute something according to their 
ability, and the society supplies whatever 
more may be required. For the orphanage 
and its adjunct three hundred piculs of 
millet are asked. The other institutions 
mentioned are a soup-kitchen for the dis- 
tribution of porridge, and a refuge, where 
a certain number of destitute folk are 
provided with a warm room to live in 
during the winter months. For these the 
eight hundred and three hundred piculs of 
millet are asked respectively. — Decree 
issued previously. 

TELEGRAPH LINE NEGLECTED. 


(2) An officer named Ch‘eng-yun, in 
charge of the Mao-hsing post station in 
Tsi-tsi-har, was entrusted with the care of 
part of a telegraph line in process of con- 
struction last year. He, however, neglected 
his work in such a way as almost to entail 
very serious consequences. He was there- 
fore removed from his post and brought 
to the provincial headquarters in order 
that he might be under the supervision of 
his superiors. Since then he has made 
amends by performing in a very satisfactory 
manner whatever official duties were en- 
trusted to him. It is therefore requested 
that he may be allowed to return to his 
original appointment.—Approved. 
CONTRIBUTION FROM SZECHUEN AND FUKIEN 

FOR YELLOW RIVER. 


October 16th.—(1) The Governor-General 
of Szechuen reports that he has received 
further sums amounting to Tis. 2,500 for 
the Yellow River Repair of Embankment 
Fund. This money was contributed dur- 
ing the month of July, and forms the sixth 
instalment reported by the Memorialist. 
The subscribers are twenty in number, and 
the offices which they desire to purchase 
are substantive appointments, four buttons 
of the lowest rank, two senior licentiate- 
ships and ten ordinary licentiateships. The 
Memorialist prays that the proper creden- 
tials may be issued to them by the Board 
concerned without delay. 
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Similarly the Governor-General at Foo- 
chow reports the receipt of Tls. 2,700, con- 
tributed for the Yellow River by twenty- 
six persons desirous of purchasing buttoms 
or titles of low rank. This is the second 
instalment from Foochow and covers a 
period of three months up to the begin- 
ning of last July. 

PRINCE CH‘UN GIVES UP HIS PALACE. 

(2) Prince Ch‘un represents that the 
Emperor Yung Chéng in the second year 
of his reign approved a Memorial of the 
Board of Ceremonies to the effect that the 
house in which His Majesty had been born 
should be ‘‘ promoted” to be an Imperial 
Palace ; also the Emperor Ch‘un Lung in the 
fifty-ninth year of his reign issued instruc- 
tions, which were recorded both in the Im- 
perial Library and the Office of the Grand 
Secretariat, directing that the above rule 
should be observed in the case of the dwell- 
ings inhabited by any of His Majesty’s des- 
cendants who might be raised afterwards 
to the Imperial Throne. As the palace 
which was granted to Prince Ch‘un for a 
place of residence is the spot in which 
His present Majesty came into the world, 
the Prince begs that Her Majesty the 
Empress will be pleased to decide whether 
he ought to surrender it in accordance 
with the previous expressions of the 
Imperial will.—Decree issued previously. 
(See Gazette of 5th October.) 


PRINCE CH‘UN’S DESIRE TO RETIRE. 

(3) In the Gazette of the 1st October a 
Decree was published, in which the Empress 
declined to allow Prince Ch‘un to give up 
his official appointments. The Memorial 
to which the Decree was a reply is published 
in this day’s Gazette. In it the Prince states 
his limbs are still weak, and he requires as- 
sistance whenhe moves. Though the disease 
of his liver is cured, any brain work causes 
dizziness and panting. That he had desired 
to continue the performance of his duties 
in spite of so serious and longstanding 
ailments was entirely because the orga- 
nisation of the navy still remained 
uncompleted. But now after much con- 
sultation between himself, the Viceroy Li, 
and his other colleagues, a scheme has been 
presented to Her Majesty for approval. 
The outline having thus been established, it 
will be easy enough to alter the regulations 
as may seem necessary. For these reasons, 
and seeing that the Emperor is about to 
assume sole power, he begs to be allowed to 
retire from his duties in connection with 
the Peking Field Force and the Board of 
Admiralty. When his health is restored 
he will hasten to present himself at Court ; 
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and should anything of pressing importance 
occur, he will be bound on account of his 
relationship to the Throne to offer counsel 
without attempting to screen himself by his 
position of retirement. 

FUNDS FOR THE YELLOW RIVER. 

(4) Wu Ta-ch‘éng, Director-General of 
the Yellow River, has been notified that, in 
accordance with a request made by his pre- 
decessor, the Board of Revenue is directed 
to forward to him the sum. of two million 
taels for the repair of the embankment at 
Chéng-chou. The Director-General remarks 
that the nine million taels previously sup- 
plied are almost all expended, and that the 
stock of materials on hand is not large. 
The preservation of the existing works is 
costing money every day, and it is necessary 
in addition to look forward to the moment 
when the breach shall have been closed, 
and to have funds in readiness for the 
protection of the completed works. For 
these reasons he has concluded, after 
careful calculation, that the supply authoris- 
ed will not be sufficient, and he may be 
furnished with another million taels as well. 
The Board has infurmed him that it is 
transmitting to him one million. But as it 
is of the utmost importance to execute and 
complete the repairs with all speed, he 
would pray that the Board may be instructed 
to send him the second million not later 
than the 23rd of October. The third million 
for which he has applied, he suggests might 
be provided by the Governors of the 
provinces, who could recoup themselves 
from their Yellow River Contribution 
Funds, or, if these be not enough, from 
their Opium Likin Reserve Funds. This 
money he hopes may be caused to reach 
him before the end of the present year. — 
Decree issued separately. 


NEW GOVERNOR OF HUNAN. 


October 17th.—(1) Wang Wén-shao, the 
new Governor of Hunan, reports that he 
has arrived at his post and has taken over 
charge from his predecessor. After having 
been received in audience by the Emperor 
he set out from Peking, and travelled vid 
Tientsin to Shanghai. From that port he 
ascended the Yangtze, andarrived at Chang- 
sha Fu, the capital of Hunan, on the 23rd 
of the month of August. He recalls the fact 
that he is well acquainted with the Pro- 
vince, having formerly ;assed nearly ten 
years there, first as Provincial Treasurer 
and then as Governor. He at that time 
enjoyed the full confidence of all classes of 
people, and he now finds that he still 
retains their affectiun. Remembering that 
things have changed in the ten years since 
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he left the province, he will not presume 


‘upon his knowledge of local affairs, but he 


will enquire into everything with unceas- 
ing care and seriousness. In matters of 
grave importance he will not fail to take 
counsel with the Governor-General at Wu- 
chang Fu. 


DEPARTURE OF OLD GOVERNOR FROM HUNAN. 


(2) Pien Pao-ti, the late Governor of 
Hunan, has been appointed Governor- 
General of Fukien and Chékiang. He re- 
ports that he has handed over his seals of 
office and archives to the new Governor, 
and has started for his present post. When 
the news of his promotion reached him, he 
expressed his desire to be received in audi- 
ence by the Emperor ; but he was informed 
in reply that he was not required to come 
to Peking. He has given his successor 
detailed information as to all matters of 
importance, and he is now starting on his 
journey. He will travel down the river as 
far as Kiang-yin, where he will embark up- 
on a sea-going ship for Foochow. 

In a postscript Memorial the same writer 
states that when in the course of his journey 
he reaches Chinkiang he will be within a 
dozen miles of his native city of Yang-chow. 
He therefore prays that he may be allowed 
a fortnight’s leave of absence, to enable 
him to visit his home, and to allow him to 
submit to medical treatment a long-stand- 
ing ailment from which he suffers. As 
soon as ever his holiday has expired he will 


coutinue his journey without delay.—Ap- . 


plication granted. 
PRECAUTION AGAINST FIRE AT MAUSOLEA. 


(8) An officer named Ying-lien reports 
that he is starting fur the Imperial Tombs 
west of Peking, fur the purpose of super- 
intending the clearing away the dead grass 
from what is called the ‘fire path” at 
the Tombs. This fire path appears to be 
a belt of open ground in the forest at 
the back of the tombs, made for the pur- 
pose of preventing the access of fire. The 
allowance for the work was originally three 
hundred taels, and the Memorialist has 
drawn eighty per cent of this sum in accord- 
ance with the rules now in force. 


A CAPTAIN RESTORED TO HIS POSITION. 


October 18th.—Some time ago, an officer 
in the army named Huang Jui-ch ‘ing, a Cap- 
tain with the brevet rank of Lieutenant 
Colonel, held a military command in the 
prefecture of T‘ai-chow Fu, in Chékiang. 
After a time reports reached the Governor 
of Chékiang that Huang Jui-ch‘ing was 
greedy and treacherous, and had been har- 
assing the people under the pretence of 
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repressing brigandage ; and the Provincial 
Chief Justice was consequently instructed 
to hold an enquiry regarding his conduct. 
The Chief Justice found that the charges 
were not proved ; but nevertheless Huang 
Jui-ch‘ing was cashiered in consequence of 
a representation made to the Throne by 
the then Governor-General at Fouchow. 
The disgraced officer protested against 
the injustice which he declared had been 
done to him, and he was assisted by some 
gentlemen, retired officials living in the 
neighbourhood, who certified that he had 
been wrongfully accused. They also stated 
that he had been the means of bringing to 
justice more than one important criminal. 

he Provincial Treasurer and the Chief 
Justice were therefore instructed to make a 
joint investigation into the case. They 
caused private enquiries to be conducted 
through the civil and military authorities of 
T‘ai-chow ; and they finally announced that 
they considered the charges made against 
Huang Jui-ch ‘ing to be without foundation.. 
He had acted with great vigour in suppress- 
ing brigandage, shrinking neither from per- 
sonal labour nor from the risk of causing 
offence. T‘ai-chow Fu at the time was over- 
run with robber bands, the members of 
which from motives of policy and spite 
combined, fabricated and spread about the 
reports which led to the dismissal of Huang 
Jui-ch‘ing. It was also established that 
after he had been withdrawn from his post, 
he had still shown great zeal and energy. 
For he arrested some important criminals, 
‘men who had been guilty of killing officials 
or breaking out of prison, and who were 
executed immediately afterwards. Also, 
enquiries made by the Governor-General 
through other sources entirely coincide with 
the finding of the two Commissioners. He 
therefore begs that the sentence passed 
against Huang Jui-ch‘ing may be annulled, 
and that he may be restored to his former 
position. — Approved. 

TYPHOON AT FOOCHOW. 

October 19th.—According to a Memorial 
presented by the Governor-General at Foo- 
chow, dry weather generally prevailed there 
during the summer, and the country people 
began to look anxiously for rain. However, 
from the 9th to the 13th of August, there 
was a, steady downpour without intermission 
and the fields were all completely saturated. 
Afterwards, towards evening on the 16th of 
the same month, a violent tempest of wind 
arose, accompanied by drenching rain. 
Tiles from the house tops were blown about 
in all directions, and the storm only began 
to abate at dawn. Officials were despatched 
by the Memorialist to examine the public 
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and private dwelling houses in the place as 
well as the powder magazines, granaries, 
arsenals, mints, and such places. On their 
return they reported that a certain number 
of buildings had fallen, and that some loss 
of life had occurred. The shipping, also, 
had been injured to some extent. . For- 
tunately the early harvest had been gathered 
in, and the second crops but lately sown, so 
that the farmers had not suffered any loss. 
The neighbouring Districts of Lien-chiang 
and Lo-yuan were injured by the same 
storm, the former rather the more severely 
of the two. Orderé have been given to the 
officials concerned to proceed at once with 
the repairs of the public buildings which 
most require it, and to take measures for 
the relief of any poor people who may be 
reduced to destitution. 


EXPENDITURE OF IMPERIAL FACTORY AT 
HANGCHOW. 


Oct. 20th.—The Superintendent of the 
Imperial Factory at Hangchow submits an 
account of expenditure incurred in the 
manufacture of materials for the use of the 
Palace during the year ending on the Ist 
September last. The total disbursements 
amounted to Tis. 147,011.5.5.7, to defray 
which Tls. 17,486.2.0.4.2 were received from © 
the likin receiptsand Tls. 129,739,8.6.9.3 
from.the Provincial Treasurer. The pre- 
sent balance on hand is Tis. 1,126.3.4.2 
which will be carried over to next year’s 
account. 

In addition to the above there was an 
exceptional outlay during the present year 
of Tls. 114,299.4.7.8 on account of the ap- 
proaching marriage of the Emperor which 
was met from the contributions due by the 
province to the Peking subsidy. 


DEATH OF YEH PO-YING, GOVERNOR OF 
SHENSI. 


Oct. 21st.—Tséng-ho, the acting Lieuten- 


; ant Governor of Shensi, reports the death 


on the 1st October of Yeh Po-ying, the Gov- 


, ernor of the province, on whose administra- 


tive abilities he passes a high eulogium. 
The deceased, who was formerly Taotai 
of the Ch‘ing Ho in Chihli, had held oftice 
in Shensi for some years and is said to 
have shown an unwearying interest in 
the manifold duties of his high position. 
Some days before his death he undertook 


; the conduct of the provincial examinations 


for the second degree, and the confine- 
ment and damp weather brought on a 
return of a malarial fever which he had 
originally contracted in Chihli. On leaving 
the examination enclosure he complained 
of having no appetite and being unable 
tu obtain rest, and his condition was so 
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bad that by the advice of his friends he 
wrote a Memorial asking for a month’s 
leave to enable him to recruit his health. 
Overwork and anxiety had however so 
undermined his health that medical treat- 
ment proved of no avail and his end came 
sooner than was expected. With his last 
words he lamented that he had no further 
opportunity of repaying the Imperial kind- 
ness, and reproached himself for having 
been remiss in his filial duties to his father 
who is now living in Honan and is over 80 
years of age. The deceased left three sons, 
two of whom were unsuccessful candidates 
at the recent examination in Peking, the 
younger, who is only 10, being with his 
father at the time of his death. 

RETIREMENT IN MOURNING OF THE TAOTAI 

OF AKSU. 


The Governor of Turkestan reports the 
retirement in mourning on the account of 
the death of his father of Huang Kuang-ta, 
the Taotai of Aksu, who has been in 
Turkestan for the last six years and was 
previous Taotai of Kashgar. He is a native 
of the Hsiang-hsiang district in Hunan and 
in early life volunteered for service in the 
army. The Board of Civil Office has 
been asked to make arrangements for filling 
the vacancy which is one of high import- 
ance. 

TWO INNOCENT MEN TORTURED TO DEATH ON 
A FALSE CHARGE. 


Oct. 22nd.—The following case, which is 
reported by the high authorities of the Hu 
Kuang provinces, has been under judicial 
investigation for some time past and its 
final settlement is now reported. The 
principal parties to it were Shé Yiin-shan, 
aman who kept a drapery establishment 


ata place called Jén-ho in the Kung-an | 


district, and two persons named Chang T'su- 
mao and Chang Ming-fa, father and son, who 


carried on a trade in firewood. About the | 


middle of last year the latter purchased the 
trees of a small wood in the Chiang-ling dis- 
trict, and went with a number of their ser- 
vantstocutthem down and convert them into 
firewood. They then hired a boat belong- 
ing to a Chungking man to convey the 
produce to the Kung-an district, where they 
heard there was a prospect of a high market 
for it. One night shortly after their arrival 
at that place, the drapery establishment 
of Shé Yiin-shan was attacked by robbers 
and completely rifled, the proprietor him- 
self and his wife being wounded in the 
struggle with the assailants. The robbers 
were pursued by the village police, but con- 
trived to make their escape under cover 
- of night. Next morning Shé Yiin-shan 
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instituted a search for the property and 
found five bales of cloth, part of the plunder, 
at a place not far from where Chang Tsu- 


mavo’s boat was anchored, and his suspicion - 


having fallen on its six occupants, he called 
in the aid of the police and had them at once 
arrested. When he brought them before 
the Magistrate, he charged them with piracy, 
and falsely alleged that he had found the 
stolen goods on board the boat. The ac= 
cused, having refused to confess, were beaten 
and tortured, and in the end one or two of 
them dreading further torture said that they 
had agreed with Chang Tsu-mao and his son 
to rob the house, but were not present at the 
commission of the deed. Chang Tsu-mao 
and his son were again brought before 
the Magistrate, and were exposed once 
more to torture, but they still firmly ad- 
hered to the declaration of their innocence. 
Both men died under the ordeal, and the 
wife of the former instituted proceedings 
against all che parties responsible for the 
death of her husband and son. The magis- 
trate was at once removed from office and 
degraded, and a full investigation of the 
whole circumstances was held in the pro- 
vincial capital, with the. result that the 
innocence of the six men was completely 
established. The blows it was proved, were 
administered on the usual places, the but- 


- tocks and legs, and no illegal torture was 


used. The law is, that any one who falsely 
accuses an innocent person and thereby 
causes his death is to suffer strangulation 
after the usual period of confinement. In the 
present instance, although the immediate 
cause of death was torture, still as the 
torture was the consequence of the false 
accusation, Shé Yiin-shan has been con- 
victed under the above provision of the law. 
The Magistrate is to be banished for his 
careless management ofthe case, the police- 
men who made the arrest, and the Yamén 
underlings who only carried out the law in 
the usual way, are exonerated from all 
blame, and a fresh search is to be.made for 
the actual robbers. 


HONOURS TO 4 DECEASED GENERAL. 
October 23rd.—The Governor-General at 
Nanking submits an application from Hsia 
Tzi-yang, a member of the Hanlin, and 


other natives of Kiangsi, in which they ask’ 


for permission to erect a memorial temple 
to Huang K‘ai-pang, formerly Brigadier- 
General at Kiukiang. The deceased was 
given a command in the year 1862 against 
the Taiping rebels, and fought a series of 
successful engagements in the neighbour- 
hood of Kao-yu Chou, which he saved from 
falling into the hands of the enemy. He 
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was present also at the capture of Yang- 
chow where the rebels were completely and 
finally overthrown. Long after his ofticial 
connection with the district ceased, he con- 
tinued to take a warm interest in the wel- 
fare of the people, and liberally contributed 
to the relief of distress and the support of 
education. He died at Kiukiang in the 
year 1872, but his deeds are still fresh in 
the ‘recollection of the people, to whom a 
favourable response to this application would 
give great satisfaction. 


APPLICATION FOR LEAVE BY THE LITERARY 
CHANCELLOR OF SHANTUNG. 


(2) Liang Yiieh-shu, a furmer Senior 
Wrangler, and at present Literary Chancel- 
lor of Shantung, states that he has been 16 
years in official life without ever having 
had an opportunity of returning to his home 
in the neigbourhood of Canton. From 
letters which he has recently received, he 
is grieved to learn that the ancestral ceme- 
tery has fallen into a sad state of neglect, 
and his heart yearns with renewed longing 
for the South. He asks, therefore, that as 
soon as he is relieved from his present 
office he may be granted three months’ 
leave to enable him to return home at his 
own expense, and put the family cemetery 
in a proper state of repair.—Granted by 
Rescript. 

CASE OF HOMICIDE. 

(3) The following case is reported by the 
Governor of Turkestan. Ai-man-érh and 
Ai-ping-la were two Mahometans who lived 
together on friendly terms in the district 
of Suchou. One day early in the present 
year the former sent some wheat to Ai-ping- 
la’s mill to have it ground, and went him- 
self shortly afterwards to fetch the flour. 
Ai-ping-la, happening to be very busy, was 
unable to have the wheat ground at the 
time agreed upon, whereupon Ai-man-érh, 
who was very anxious to get his flour, took 
the bag of wheat on his back, and started off 
with it in a rage to another mill. Ai-ping- 
la unwilling to loss his custom tried to pre- 
vent him, and a struggle ensued between 
the two men for the possession of the bag, 
during which Ai-man-érh drew a knife and 
inflicted a mortal wound on his opponent. 
In accordance with the law on the subject 
of homicide in a brawl, he has been sen- 
tenced to strangulation after the usual 
period of confinement. 

REQUEST TO CANCEL AN IMPERIAL DECREE 

CONFERRING POSTHUMOUS HONOUR ON 

A DECEASED GOVERNOR. 











October 24th.—The Censor Li Shih-k‘un, — 


observes that it is one the high privileges of 
the Government to requite services and exalt 
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virtue. Men, who during their life time have 
by their deeds earned a title to enduring 
fame, enjoy the sweet odour of incense after 
theirdeath, butthose whoduring their official 
career have never been credited with a good 
administrative act, and have been followed 
into their retirement by the universal de- 
testation of the people should on no account 
be allowed to usurp sacrificial honours, and 
take their place side by side with the illus- 
trious dead. These were the thoughts that 
occurred to the Memorialist as he _ perused 
the Decree of the 12th March last ordering 
that a temple should be built in Kuangsi to 
the memory of Chang K‘ai-sung, former 
Governor of Yiinnan, and that an official 
account of his career should be compiled by 
theCourt Historian. Memorialistisa Kuang- 
si manand has an intimate knowledgeof what 
he writes. Chang K‘ai-sung began official 
life as a Magistrate in Kuangsi, and though’ 
but poorly gifted with natural endowments 
he managed by his tact and his conciliatory 
manners to rise to the position of Prefect 
of Ch‘ing-yiian Fu. In 1857 this c'ty was 
attacked by the Taiping rebels and as they 
entered the east gate, the Prefect abandoned 
his post and sneaked out by the west. For 
this he was degraded, but the city having 
been recovered in the next year by Chiang 
Yi-li, he falsely took credit for the act and 
got reinstated, and soon afterwards rose 
to be Taotai. Liu Ch‘ang-yu and other 
Generals subsequently recaptured a number 
of cities in the province, and the deceased, 
who did not perform the least service got 
himself time after time placed on the lists for 
promotion and in a very few years became 
Lieutenant-Governor of the province. Once 
in authority his avaricious spirit knew no 
limits, and he formed a confederacy with 


| a number of local graduates and openly 


dealt in wholesale bribery. His subordi- 
nates took their cue from him and stopped 
at nothing to gratify his cupidity to the 
great detriment of all good government. 
Obsequiousness to him was the only avenue 
to success, and under his rule as Lieutenant 
Governor and subsequently as Governor, 
the whole country was plundered. What 
with exactions and embezzlement of public 
funds, he carried off with him when he left 
Kuangsi several hundreds of thousands of 
taels which had been wrung out of the very 
lives of the people. During the last genera- 
tion, there has been no Governor in the 
province at all to be compared to him for 
greed and depravity, and this is the verdict 
of the whole province without exception. 
Evil administration characterized his whole 
career in the province, no good act is re- 
corded of him, he left behind him a legacy 
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of misfortune, and no friend among this 
people to defend his memory. His name 


even to the present day is never mentioned | 


without calling up bitter recollections. In 
accordance with the Board’s regulations, a 
request for the construction of a memorial 
temple is only to be made after due con- 
sideration, and Li Ping-héng in recommend- 
ing the present application has acted with 
precipitancy and want of care. It is there- 
fore asked that the decree acceding to his 
request should be cancelled, and that he 
should be handed over to the Board for the 
determination of a suitable penalty. 


METHOD OF PROCEDURE WHERE AN ACCUSED 
PERSON REFUSES TO CONFESS. 


The Governor of Anhui reports the fol- 
lowing case which is of interest as show- 
ing the mode of procedure adopted: in law- 
suits when, as sometimes happens, the 
accused party refuses to make a confession 
of guilt. A woman named Chou, a native of 
Suchow, had a scamp of a son, Chou Shao- 
hsin, who gave such trouble that the head 
of the family, Chou Yung-ch‘ang, and the 
village elder, Chou Shao-pang gave formal 
notice to the authorities that they would 
not be responsible for his conduct. This 
caused some gossip in the neighbourhood 
and gave great offence to the mother. 
In 1873 Chou Shao-hsin mortgaged a farm 
of seven mu of land for 21 tiao to a neigh- 
bour of the name of Wu T‘ing-chieh, and 
some years later the latter made it over for 
a similar consideration to one Tsou-mo, 
Chou Shao-hsin objected to this arran- 
gement and took advantage one day of 
Tsou-mo’s absence from home to plough up 
a field of beans he had planted on the land. 
The two men chanced to meet soon after- 
wards and an altercation took place between 
them resulted in blows and the death of 
Chou Shao-hsin. Tsou-mo delivered him- 
self up to justice and was senteneed to 
strangulation for homicide in brawl. The 
mother of the deceased formulated a charge 
against Chou Yung-ch‘ang and Chou Shav- 
pang who had, she alleged, taken part in 
the affair which caused the death of her son. 
Failing to obtain a hearing in the local 
court she started for Peking and there 
presented a purely fictitious account of the 
occurrence. The case has been reheard in 
Anhui and as the woman, relying upon the 
protection affurded her by her age and sex, 
most stubbornly refused to admit that her 
accusations were false, recourse was had to 
the law which allows the unanimous testi- 
mony of witnesses to be accepted in place 
of a confession of guilt. In this way she 
was convicted of having carried a false 
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, appeal to Peking and sentenced to banish- 
: ment, with the usual privilege of commuta- 
tion due to her sex. 


POSTHUMOUS HONOURS TO THE LATE GOVER- 
NOR OF YUNNAN—REPORT FROM 
GOVERNOR OF KUANGSI. 

October 25th.—Shén Ping-chéng, the 
Governor of Kuangsi acknowledges the re- 
ceipt of copies of the various Memorials 
which had been presented to the Throne 
by Censors against the award of post- 
humous honours to Chang K‘ai-sung, and 
forwards a report of the investigation which 
had been held on the subject. The 
Censors, Li Shih-k‘un and Liu Tsung-piao, 
stated in one of their charges that Chang 
K‘ai-sung, when prefect of Ch‘ing-yiian-fu 
had made his escape from the city when it 
was attacked by the rebels and had been 
degraded in consequence, and that, when 
it was recovered by Chiang Yi-li he falsely 
took credit for the services of the latter 
and got himself reinstated in office; that 
he was subsequently promoted to be Tao- 
tai of the Yu-chiang Intendancy, and rose 
in a very few years to the position of 
Lieutenant Governor. The incident re- 
ferred to occurred in the year 1858 and 
at that time Chang K‘ai-sung had 
handed over charge as Prefect and had 
been promoted to the position of Taotai. 
The capture of the city was due to the 
superiority of the enemies forces, but as 
Chang K‘ai-sung had been entrusted with 
the command of the military operations, 
he was temporarily degraded and left in 
his command to retrieve his defeat. His 
services in collecting troops and defeating 
the enemy during the following year, were 
considered to have atoned for his past 
offence, and procured him restoration to 
office. He had previously attained the 
position of Taotai and the statement that 
he did so under false pretences is there- 
fore incorrect. His higher appointments 
having all been conferred direct by the 
Throne, the means by which they were 
| obtained cannot be held open to ques- 
; tion. The second charge brought against 
him was that he had appropiated military 
funds, and had used his position as Lieu- 
tenant Governor to enrich himself, that he 
had sold good posts like the Magistracies 
of Huai-chi, P‘ing-nan and others at a rate 
of seven or eight thousand taels each, and 
inferior districts like Ch‘iian-chou, P‘ing-lé- 
etc. on a proportionate scale, and that under 
him even the very poorest posts had to be 
obtained by bribery. The districts men- 
tioned, are, for Kuangsi, comparatively 
good ones, but their annual revenue does 
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not in ordinary times average more Ts. 
10,000. When Chang K‘ai-sung held office 
as Lieutenant-Governor of the province the 
country was overrun by the rebels, and the 
revenue did not reach to even half of its 
normal amount, while in many instances 
difficulty was experienced in finding funds 
for the necessary public disbursements. It 
is therefore inconceivable that seven or eight 
thousand taels were ever paid for such ap- 
pointments. As regards the malversation of 
military funds neither the date nor the items 
can be discovered. Chang K‘ai-sung was 
further accused of having sold civil and mi- 
litary appointments and of having not only 
exacted birthday and other customory pre- 
sents far in excess of the ordinary amount, 
but of having instituted a separate system 
of fees through the agency of his trusted 
henchmen, Li-chiin and Yang T‘ing-kuei. 
It is admitted that the deceased Governor 
placed considerable confidence in these and 
some other subordinates, all of whom are 
dead, but such inquiries as can now 
instituted show no indication of the truth 
of the above charges. Indeed, a considera- 
tion of the circumstances tends strongly to 
disprove them. The rebels were at the 
height of their power, the exchequer was 
exhausted, official salaries were reduced 
and it is very unlikely that at such a time 
much extortion could have been practised. 
Liu Ch‘ang-yu was one of the most upright 
and intelligent of Viceroys and not at all 
the man to allow his subordinate to carry 
on bribery and corruption under his very 
eyes, After disposing of a number of other 
accusations which had been formulated 
against the deceased Governor, the Memo- 
rialist quotes a recent enactment of the 
Board of Ceremonies under which distingui- 
shed officials were not to be canonized until 
30 years after their death, and though the 
present case does not come strictly within 
this category, still he thinks that time 
should be allowed to pass in order to allow 
public feeling to subside before taking any 
further action in the matter. If an applica- 
tion is made 30 years hence for a temple to 
the deceased and public sentiment is in its 
favour, the question should receive full 
consideration. 
Decree published separately. 


October 26th.—[No papers of interest. ] 


RIOT IN KIANGSI. 

October 27th.—_{1) The whole of this 
day’s Gazette is occupied with the account 
of the trial of a number of persons who took 
part in a riot as long as five years ago in 
the District of Hsin-yi Hsien in Kiangsi. 
The year after the occurrence of the affair 
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a special commission was despatched from 
Peking for the purpose of enquiring into it ; 


. and in consequence of the Commissioners’ 


report the then Governor of the Province 
was punished for having furnished an in- 
complete account of the affair in the Me- 
morial which he had presented to the 
Throne concerning it. After this long de- 
lays occurred. First, some of the persons 
implicated had disappeared and there was 
a difficulty in discovering them. Then the 
case was time after time remitted again to 
the lower courts, because the prisoners, 
when brought before the higher judges, 
denied the truth of the statements which 
they had made or were represented to 
have made when previously examined. 
It is only now that the present Governor 
is able to terminate the case and pass sen- 
tence on the prisoners. In the year 1883 
the early harvest in Hsin-yii Hsien was 
about what is called a seventy per cent. 
crop. When the time for paying the land 
tax arrived, the headman and the tipao of 
one section of the District showed a want 
of energy in making the people pay. The 
Magistrate, therefore, being in a hurry to 
remit the proceeds of the tax to the Govern- 
ment, put these two men into confinement 
as a means of hastening on the collection. 
As the summer went on, the weather was 
dry, and the autumn rice on some of the 
uplands failed entirely. This was reported 
by the Magistrate to his superiors with a 
view to obtaining a remission or postpone- 
ment of the autumn tax. But still it caused 
great difficulty in getting in what was still 
due of the spring tax; and the tipao 
of an adjoining section, Hu Ch‘un-jen by 
name, began to fear that he would suffer 
the same fate as his comrade who had been 
arrested, He therefore formed the plan of 
assembling a party to frighten the Magis- 
trate into granting a remission of all the 
land tax due. He got together a small 
body of eleven men, and further induced a 
graduate of the neighbourhood to supply 
them with money to buy food on the day 
of the demonstration. The men having 
received their food money, marched to the 
Magistrate’s Yamén, carrying with them 
bundles of withered rice-plants, and shout- 
ing for the remission of the tax. The 
Magistrate was away, as it happened, hold- 
ing an inquest ; but his assistant came out 
and told-them to wait for his superior’s 
return, when their complaints would re- 
ceive attention. There was by this time a 
large mob gathered together, and the pres- 
sure of the crowd broke down the wooden 
partition of the Court Room. Two or three 


- of the leaders then effected their entrance 
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into the inner premises, forced open the 
door of the room where the tipao and head- 
man were confined and set them at liberty. 
At the moment the men in charge of the 
lock-up were away in the kitchen boiling 
their rice. As soon as they heard what had 
happened they went in pursuit but could 
not find the fugitives. So the matter ended 
for the moment. The Magistrate on his 
return learned what had happened.’ He 
immediately sent a report to his superiors 
and gave orders for the arrest of Hu Ch‘un- 
jen, the ringleader in the late affair. The 
latter on his part determined to organise a 
grand demonstration, which should at once 
secure the remission of the tax and deter the 
Magistrate from making any arrests. Notice 
was sent round to a number of villages to 
supply a representative from each family, 
those who should refuse being threatened 
witha fine. On the appointed day some fifty 
or sixty men assembled and marched to the 
Magistrate’s Yamén, carrying written peti- 
tions and bundles of withered rice. On 
their arrival the Magistrate took his seat in 
the public court and received the petitions 
which they presented to him. On his 
desiring that they should wait till their 
requests could be considered, the ring- 
leaders raised a great uproar, declaring they 
would not be quiet unless a notice were 
posted up immediately excusing payment 
of the land tax. Meanwhile a certain num- 
ber of the delegates who had loitered behind 
by the way now arrived at the place and 
seeing the disturbance, retired quietly 
without taking part in it. At last the 
Magistrate, failing to restore order by other 
means, descended from his seat into the 
courtyard for the purpose of arresting the 
chief rioters. The crowd retreated to 
the great gate, where they began stone 
throwing. The Magistrate was knocked 
over by a blow on the temple, and 
the disturbance continued till the crowd 
was dispersed by a military force. As 
has been noticed above, the judicial 
proceedings have been dragged out to a 
great length, and it is only now that the 
case is ended. The principal ringleader, 
Hu Ch‘un-jen, is condemned to decapita- 
tion and exposure of the head ; and the 
sentence is to be carried into effect, though 
he died long ago in confinement. Another 
man is condemned to be strangled ; but he 
too is already dead. Two nien are sen- 
tenced to transportation, and are not to be 
allowed the benefit of an Act of Grace, 
which has been published since the com- 
mission of their offence. Five others are 
sentenced to banishment ; and the two pri- 
soners who allowed themselves to be res- 
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cued by the rioters, receive a lighter 
punishment. The graduate who provided 
food money for the law-breakers on the 
first day has apparently escaped arrest, as 
no sentence is passed on him.—Memorial 
referred to Board of Punishment. 

SUBSIDY FOR PEKING FROM SHANSI.. 

October 28th.—{1) During the present 
year the province of Shansi has been re- 
quired to furnish from its land tax receipts 
a sum of five hundred thousand taels for 
the use of the Central Government. The 
Governor of the province reports that he 
has sent off the last fifty thousand taels 
due, so that the whole of his contribution 
has now been paid. . 

REPLANTING TREES AT WESTERN TOMBS. 

(2) Two and three years ago it was found 
that as many as 7,965 fir trees had been 
killed by grubs either outside or inside the 
enclosure in front of the Imperial Tomb 
west of Peking. A period of two years was 
allowed within which to remove the dead 
trunks, and this work has been properly 
effected. It is now proposed to plant in 
their stead 5,945 trees, which will be taken 
from retired spots in the vicinity, where 
they are growing too thickly. The Memo- 
rialist is aware of the necessity of a pro- 
tecting shade in order to secure a good féng- 
shui for the tombs. He has given orders 
that the planting be commenced on a for- 
tunate day selected by the Board of Astro- 
nomy and be completed before the winter 
solstice. He at the same time begs that an 
allowance of Tls. 500 may be granted to the 
Chinese soldiers engaged in the work, for 
the cost of their food, tools and such neces- 
ssaries ; and that Tls. 250 may be allowed 
annually for the next three years to pay for 
watering the young trees.—Approved. 

REMAINS OF LADY CH‘ING CONVEYED TO 

MAUSOLEA. 

(3) The remains of Lady Ch‘ing, one of 
the concubines of Hsien Féng, are about 
to be transported from the village of T‘ien 
Ts‘un to the Mausoleum of that Emperor. 
Taels two hundred are requested for the 
smoothing or repairing of the last eighteen 
li of the road, and an allowance of three 
hundred taels for the officers and soldiers 
who will be stationed as a guard of honour 
by the wayside. —Granted. 

DROUGHT IN TURKESTAN. 

October 29th.—(1) The Governor of 
Chinese Turkestan reports a partial failure 
of the crops this year in the country round 
Chensi or Barkoul. It is computed that 
18,911 mu of wheat, beans and (?) oats have 
suffered severely from continued drought 
and the ravages of rats. Orders have been 
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given to the local authorities to find out 
accurately whether it will be necessary to 
distribute relief, and if so, to what extent ; 
and how far it will be necessary to postpone 
or entirely forego the collection of land tax. 
Rescript: Noted. 
VISIT OF A MONGOL KHAN TO TIBET. 

(2) The Military Governor of Ili reports 
that Pu-yen-ch‘o-k‘o-t‘u Khan, the chieftain 
of the Old South Tourgonths, is about to 
visit Tibet for the purpose of performing 
thé ceremony of ‘ boiling tea.’ The Khan 
applied for permission to make the journey 
last year; but on account of his high rank 
it was thought better to refer his application 
to the Emperor before granting him leave. 
During his absence the government of his 
tribe will, in accordance with precedent, be 
entrusted to the Princess his mother, and 
his assistant administrator. 


INSPECTION OF RUSSIAN FRONTIER. 

(3) Two military officers of high rank 
have been deputed by the Military Governor 
of Ili to inspect the boundary marks on the 
frontier in company with a Russian party 
as is provided in the Treaty. The retinue 
of the two Commissioners will consist of 
fifty officers and men. The distance to be 
traversed being great, they will be provided 
with a supply of salted provisions for forty 
days ; and they will be furnished with three 
hundred taels, to be expended in repairing 
the boundary posts and in bestowing gra- 
tuities. 

LI HAN-CHANG, INSPECTOR-GENERAL OF 

GRAIN TRANSPORT. 

October 30th.—(1) Li Han-chang, is ap- 
pointed Inspector-General of the Grain 
Transport in the place of Lu Shih-chieh, 
who has just died. 

[Note.—Li Han-chang is the elder brother 
of the Governor-General of Chih-li, Li 
Hung-chang, and was formerly Governor- 
General of Hupei and Hunan. The two 
brothers were required to vacate their posts 
rather more than six years ago on account 
of the death of their mother. When the 
period of mourning had expired, Li Han- 
chang still remained in retirement, and has 
not received any new appointment until 
now. | 

OFFICIALS IN FORMOSA DEGRADED. 

(2) The magistrate of Chia-i or Ka-gee in 
Formosa is dismissed from the public ser- 
vice for misconduct in connection with the 
assessment of the land tax in his district. 
He is declared to have been guilty of mak- 
ing false reports and of regardlessness of 
human life. The Acting Magistrate of 
Fengshan, or Petow, is cashiered for making 
untrue representations, but is directed to 


Google 





155 


continue to give his assistance to the land 
surveyors. Both officers are ordered to 
refund immediately the sums wrongful- 
ly, or pretended to be expended by them. 
The Sub-prefect of Pei-nan (Pelam) is like- 
wise dismissed. He is stated in the Decree 
to have been greedy of money, to have been 
wanting in compassion towards the savages, 
to have withdrawn grain supplies and to 
have quitted his post without leave. These 
three officers are punished on the recom- 
mendation of the Governor of Formosa ; 
and if further enquiries into their conduct 
show it to be necessary, fresh proceedings 
will be instituted against them. 


REWARDS FOR MILITARY OFFICERS IN 
FORMOSA. 

(3) A long list is published of rewards 
conferred upon military and naval officers 
for their share in the recent successful 
operations against the insurgent savages at 
Pelam in Formosa. Of these officers the 
principal ones are Admiral Ting Ju-ch ‘ang, 
of the Northern Squadron, and General 
Wu Hung-lo, to both of whom are given 
buttons of the first class. 


DREDGERS FOR THE YELLOW RIVER. 


(4) The Governor of Shantung presents 
a Memorial giving an account of certain 
sums spent in purchasing dredgers, excavat- 
ing the bed, and repairing the embankments 
of the Yellow River. 

The year before last the channel of the 
river was much blocked up by silt at Yii- 
chia-k‘ou in the district of Hui-min, about 
fifty miles from the sea, and the water 
flowed out through a breach in a private 
embankment at the same point. It there- 
fore became necessary to dredge the river 
bed in order to let the water run down to 
the sea, Sanction accordingly was obtained 
for the carrying out of this work ; and it 
was at the same time arranged that the 
great earthwork, known as the Gold 
Embankment, north of the river, should be 
repaired with the surplus money saved 
from the cost of certain other operations. 

It is uow reported that thirty four places 
were marked for dredging, and Tls. 236,200 
were set apart for the cost of the work. 
Twenty three of the spots were affectually 
cleared, Tls. 150,661.1.4.8.7 being spent in 
digging and moving silt. The balance of 
Tls. 85,538.8.5.1.3 was disposed of as 
follows. Frist, as proposed in a Memorial to 
the Throne by the Viceroy Li Hung-chang, 
two foreign steam dredging vessels were 
purchased from Mr. Thevenet of the French 
syndicate, for Tls. 46,416, which included 
wath the original price of the boats, the cost 
of freight, insurance and putting together. 
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Secondly, the present Memorialist procured 
at Shanghai two steam vessels and scoops 
for a total cost of Tls. 36,630.3.6.3; and 
thirdly the Taotai at Chefoo bought two 
foreign steam pumps for Tls. 3,952.1.2.4.7. 
The total cost of the three was thus Tls. 
86,398.4.8.7.7, leaving an excess above the 
amount appropriated of Tls. 859.6.3.6.4, 
which will be charged to the general 
account for Yellow River expenditure. 

The weak places in the Gold Embankment 
were repaired or strengthened throughout 
the four districts of P‘a-chow, Fan Hsien, 
Show-chang and Yang-ku. The cost of this 
was Tls. 16,577, and only exceeded by Ts. 
49, the sum of money set apart for the 
purpose. 

CURRENT EXPENSES OF STEAMER ‘‘ T'ai-an.” 

(5) The steamer Tai-an has been for 
several years lent by the Foochow Govern- 
ment tothe Province of Shantung and placed 
under the command of the Shantung Chefoo 
Taotai: The annual expenses of the vessel 
are paid from the Shantung revenue, on 
the same principles as are followed at 
Foochow. The disbursements for last year, 
for pay to officers and men, coal, munitions 
of war, clerks on shore, and everthing con- 
nected with the ship, amount to Tls. 41,080, 
which sum has been taken from the Lekin 
on opium. 

PRESENT STATE OF YELLOW RIVER. 


Oct. 3lst.—{1) The Director-General Wu 
Ta-ch‘eng reports that on the 17th of 
August, after the autumn freshets, the 
Yellow River suddenly rose two feet two 
inches in the neighbourhood of Shan Chou, 
a hundred miles or so above the great 
breach ; and on the next day there was a 
further rise of three feet. Afterwards on 
the 15th September, the water again went 
up two feet. There was a simultaneous rise 
in the Ch‘in River; and the great care 
was required to protect both the north and 
the south bank. The place where there was 
the most danger, was on the south side in 
Shang-nan Ting, where the river flows 
past the foot of Mao-shan hill. Further 
east there were many other spots which 
also demanded serious attention. The 
efforts, however, of the officers in charge 
prevented the occurrence of any accident. 
In the mouth of the great breach itself, 
the water being compressed between the 
two ends of the embankments, a hole of 
great depth has been scoured out. Indeed 
the soundings taken there continue to 
show ninety and more feet of water in 
the deepest part. Every effort has been 
made to preserve the new embankments, 
and they still stand aloft uninjured. Large 
quantities of bricks and stones have been 
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thrown in to protect the places endangered - 
by the back rush of the water. The two 
lengths of the western embankment which 
were washed away this summer have both 
been restored to their former condition. 
Now that the middle of September is past 
there should be no more freshets to come, 
und it will be comparatively easy both to 
execute fresh work and guard what has 
been already done. 


BOATS DESTROYED BY ICE IN MANCHURIA, | 


(2) The Military Governor of Hei-lung- 
chiang presents a Memorial concerning the 
loss of six grain boats belonging to the 
government. Before the river was closed 
by ice last autumn, four large boats and 
five smaller ones were moored in a safe 
place under the river bank opposite the 
town of Tsi-tsi-hai; and certain officers 
were told off to take care of them in 
turn, On the night however, of the 
fifth of May a violent wind arose, and a 
strong freshet came down bringing along 
great masses of floating ice. Four of the 
large boats and two of the smaller ones 
were carried away and smashed to pieces. 
The officers in charge did their best in the 
darkness at the risk of their lives, but were 
unable to preserve the boats. They suc- 
ceeded, however, in salving a number of 
planks, and two ‘thousand one hundred 
and twenty pounds weight of nails or 
other iron work belonging to the wrecks. 
Fortunately the boats were old. The 
four large ones would have been pulled 
to pieces next year and the two small 
ones would have required repairs. In 
the meantime till new ones are built, as 
the remaining three are quite insufficient 
for the work to be done, the Memorialist 
has given orders to hire private boats for 
the use of the government. The Memo- 
rialist in conclusion begs that the Board of 
Punishments may determine what penalty 
shall be inflicted on the officers who were 
in charge of the boats, at the same time he 
prays that they may not be called upon to 
make good the loss incurred; as there is a 
clause in the laws which excuses this being 
done, where the accident has happened from 
causes beyond human control and not from 
negligence on the part of those concerned. 
—Approved. 


CARELESSNESS IN ARRANGEMENTS FOR 
EMPEROR’S MARRIAGE. 


Nov. 1st—Among other ceremonies to be 
performed, the Board of Rites proposed 
that certain high officials should offer 
worship at some of the principal temples in 
Peking on on the second day before the 
Emperor’s marriage. This the Empress 
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altered to the next day before the marriage, 
in accordanee with the directions given in 
the Bovk of Institutes. But later pro- 
grammes presented by the Board were 
found still to contain the date as first 
proposed. The Empress is much incensed 
at this apparently intentional carelessness, 
and orders that severe penalties be inflicted 
on both the Presidents of the Board and 
those heads of departments in it who were 
directly responsible for the production of 
the programme. 
ILL-HEALTH OF VICEROY AT NANKING. 


November 2nd.—The Viceroy at Nan- 
king, Tseng Kuo-ch‘iian, reports that he 
has nominated the Provincial Treasurer to 
represent him at the military examinations 
this autumn. During the past summer he 
suffered from the return of a rheumatic 
complaint originally caught many years 
ago in the course of one of his campaigns. 
The pains from which he suffered were 
so severe as to prevent his sleeping at 
night. He treated himself as well as 
he could without lying up; but he did 
not dare to ask for leave of absence, 
as he was engaged in business of a press- 
ing nature, namely the superintending 
of arrangements for the protection of the 
works along the lower course of the Grand 
Canal. His health is now in some degree 
restored. He is able to attend to his cor- 
respondence, and to receive the visits of 
officials who come to see him. But he does 
not feel capable of unflergoing the fatigue 
of sitting up and watching the competition 
of the military candidates. He has there- 
fore, in accordance with precedent, appoint- 
ed the Treasurer to undertake this duty on 
his behalf.—Rescript Noted. 

SELECTION OF FUTURE EMPRESS. 


November 3rd.—A Decree issued by the 
Empress Dowager commands all the Princes 
and High Officers of State who are entitled 
to present ju-i on the occasion of the elec- 
tion on the 8th November of the future 
Empress, to hand them in on the day pre- 
vious to the department in the Palace 
charged with the transmission of memorials. 
The Empress elect will leave the Palace 
immediately after the announcement and 
all the Princes and Ministers are to wear 
Court dress on the occasion. 


PROVINCIAL EXAMINATIONS. 


The remainder of this day’s Gazette is 
almost entirely occupied with Memorials 
reporting the completion of the proceedings 
connected with the conduct of the provin- 
cial examinations, both literary and mili- 
tary. The Governor of Anhui on whom 
the superintendence of the Nanking ex- 
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aminations devolved this year, reports that 
public business has called him back to 
his province before the publication of the 
list of successful candidates to which 
the Viceroy and Lieutenant-Governor will 
see in his absence. The severe distress 
caused by droughts and floods in the North 
of the province has suggested the pro- 
priety of making the occasion an oppor- 
tunity for improving the water communi- 
cation of the whole district by instituting 
public works for the relief of the sufferers. 


CALENDAR FOR NEXT YEAR. 


November 4th.—The Imperial Board of 
Astrology has submitted a copy of the 
Almanac for the ensuing year. 


ACCOUNTS OF THE IMPERIAL FACTORY AT 
HANGCHOW. 


Ying Jui, the new Superintendent of 
the Imperial Factory at Hangchow, sub- 
mits a statement of account on his assump- 
tion of office. The fund for furnishing 
the customary supplies shows a balance in 
hand of Tis. 18,901.8.3.6.7 and of the re- 
mittances furnished for special purposes by 
the Provincial Treasury there remains a sum 
of Tis. 1,126.3.4.2 unused. On the other 
hand, the Chékiang Treasury is indebted to 
the Factory to the extent of Ts. 10,650, 
while there is a sum of Tls. 3,705 due from 
the Ch‘ang-lu salt establishment in Chihli. 
The Board of Works, the Imperial House- 
hold and other departments in Peking like- 
wise owe large sums for stuffs supplied by 
the Memorialist’s predecessors in office. 


SACRIFICES AT KOKONOR, 


The Imperial Agent at Hsi-ning reports 
his return from a journey to Kokonor 
where he held a durbar of the Mongol 
Princes and chieftains and performed the 
usual sacrifices to the Spirits of the Lakes. 
Starting on the 21st September he passed 
through the Great Wall at Tankorh, and 
five days later met all the assenibled Princes, 
Dukes and Nobles at Ch‘a-han-t‘o-lo-hai 
where he invited them to a banquet, and 
distributed decorations, silks, clothing 
materials, knives, and other presents. The 
recipients were loud in their demonstra- 
tions of loyalty, and with faces turned 
towards Peking, returned thanks for the 
Imperial bounty. Strict injunctions were 

iven them to maintain peace and order 
in their respective territories, and their 
submissive and grateful bearing bodes well 
for the permanent tranquillity of the Ko- 
konor region. 


MURDER OF THREE PERSONS. 


November 5th.—The following case is 
reported by the Governor of Kuejchow. 





The murderer, Yang Hsiao-kou was a native 
of the Pi-chieh district and his victims lived 
in the same neighbourhood. Going out for 
a ramble one day some months ago he came 
across a party of gamblers in a quiet spot, 
one of whom, Lu Ch‘ing-min, invited him to 
jointhem. Hedid so, and when they came 
to square up, he found he had lost the 400 
cash with which he started and owed a 
farther sum of 600 cash to two of the 
party. He asked for time to enable him to 
pay, but his creditors refused and stripped 
him on the spot of sufficient clothing to 
cover the amount. On his way home he 
assed the house of a woman who owed a 
ong-standing debt to his mother, and 
thinking of this as a way of discharging his 
own liability, he went in and demanded 
payment. The woman gave him a slap in 
the face and he went home in a great 
passion. Towards dusk he armed himself 
with a chopper, went back to the woman’s 
house, and dealt her a fatal blow as she 
was sitting sewing in the company of 
her daughter. Having committed one 
murder, he thought he might as well 
have his revenge upon his gambling com- 
panions. He first made for the house 
of Lu Ch‘ing-min whom he killed as he 
lay fast asleep on his bed. A brother of 
the murdered man pursued him for some 
distance but failed to overtake him. He 
next went to the house of Hsieh Ma-tzii 
whom he called out to speak to him in the 
dark and stabbed the moment he made his 
appearance. A woman in the house came 
out with a lamp and saw the murderer 
clearly enough to identify him afterwards 
in Court. He has been condemned to 
instant decapitation for the murder of 
three persons, but his property is not to 
be forefeited for the benefit of his victims 
as would have been the case had they been 
members of one family. 


APPOINTMENTS. 


Fang Ju-yi is appointed Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor of Kiangsi, and his place as Chief 
Justice in Kansu is conferred upon T’ang 
Shu-nan. 


PUNISHMENT OF THE OFFICIALS OF THE BOARD 
OF CEREMONIES FOR MISTAKE IN CONNEC- 
TION WITH THE EMPEROR'S MARRIAGE. 

November 6th.—Decree by H.M. the 
Empress Dowager. We are in receipt 
of a Memorial from the Censorate and 
the Board of Civil Rites, determining, 
in obedience to instructions, the penalties 
to be imposed upon the officials of the 
Board of Ceremonies for not acting upon 
the memorandum altering a date in con- 
nection with the ceremonies attendant upon 
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the Imperial marriage. The officials in 
question fully merit the proposed penalties, 
but as the matter has to do with the cele- 
bration of national rejoicing, we desire to 
act leniently with them. In accordance 
with the suggestions now before us, the Pre- 
sident, Li Hung-tsao, the acting President, 
Shao-chi, the Senior Vice-Presidents, 
Ching-hsin and Hsii-p‘u, the Acting 
Junior Vice-Presidents, Ch‘ing-an and 
Tung-hua, ought to be degraded four steps 
and removed to other posts, while the 
Secretaries Kuei-wu and Hsii Chia-ting 
ought to be similarly removed and degraded 
five steps, but as a special act of grace We 
command that they all be deprived of 
their rank and retained at their posts. 
Li Hung-tsao, who has already been strip- 
ped of his rank, ought properly to be cash- 
iered, but as a special favour We command 
that this penalty be remitted. The other. 
President, Ku‘ei-jun, and the Members of 
the Board who are absent on a special mis- 
sion, cannot on this account be exonerated 
from the blame attaching to the repeated 
mistakes which have been made in connec- 
tion with this matter, and We command 
that he, as well as the former Acting Pre- 
sident, Chti Shih-ch‘ang, and the Junior 
Vice-President, Hsii-ch‘ang, should be de- 
prived of four steps of rank and retained at 
their posts. This is an exceptional act of 
clemency which will not assuredly be re- 
peated should any further mistake of the 
kind occur, and in the future management 
of this ceremonial the Board must be careful 
to pay strict attention to Imperial instruc- 
tions. 


PROCEEDS OF THE SALE OF OFFICIAL RANK 
FOR THE INUNDATION RELIEF FUND. 


The Governor of Kiangsi reports that 
Tls. 54,424 were realised in his province 
from the sale of official rank during the 
first seven months of the present year, of 
which Tls. 22,000 were remitted to Shantung 
for excavating the bed of the Yellow River 
in that province, and Tis. 18,314 were sent 
to Honan for repair of the breach at Chéng 
Chou. During a subsequent month he had 
sold 198 official titles, for which a sum of 
Tls. 12,697 was received and placed in the 
Treasury pending the receipt of instructions 
from the Board as to its disposal. 

The Viceroy of ‘Szechuen and the Gov- 
ernor of Formosa send in similar reports. 
During the seventh month of the present . 
year, the former had sold over 50 appoint- 
ments and realised Ts. 3,465, while in For- 
mosa the proceeds from the same surse 
during the first four months of the year 
amounted to Tls. 6,236, 
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PAYMENT OF SALARIES TO TIBETAN 
OFFICIALS, 


November 7th.—The satin and other 
materials which are used as payment of the 
salaries of Tibetan officials, have hitherto 
been purchased by the Board of Revenue 
in Peking, and forwarded periodicaliy to 
the recipients: In a Memorial which they 
recently presented tu the Throne, the Board 
proposed to abandon this system and to 
substitute for it the fullowing as being more 
convenient and economical. The authorities 
in Szechuan were to be instructed to procure 
the satin in that province at the regulation 
rates, either from the native supplies of the 
province itself, or from goods introduced 
from Chékiang and Kiangsu. The descrip- 
tion and quality of the material were to 
correspond as far as possible with that 
hitherto used, but when the exact kind 
and colour of silk or satin was not pro- 
curable, other classes of goods might be 
substituted, the only essential point being 
that the number of the pieces, and 
the length of each should be the same 
as before. It was not considered neces- 
sary to adhere strictly to the original pro- 
gramme, and should the price of goods 
from other parts be unduly high, it was 
allowable to make use exclusively of goods 
of local manufacture. The prices, however 
were to be on the regulation scale and were 
to be charged in the current accounts of 
the year. The authorities in Szechuan 
were further to be directed to furnish a 
list of all the silks and satins produced 
in the province, indicating the kinds 
that were to be substituted for those now 
forwarded to Tibet. On the receipt of this 
list the Board would finally settle the matter 
and issue instructions for the yearly trans- 
mission to Tibet of the prescribed quanti- 
ties. A copy of this Memorial was forward- 
ed to Szechuan, and the authorities there 
were asked to report upon it. In reviewing 
the scheme, the Financial Commissioner of 
the province points out sume grave objec- 
tions to its adoption. In the first place the 
correspondence with Tibet on the subject 
contains only the quality, colours andnumber 
of the pieces, but gives no information as to 
their length. Again the likin and Customs 
charges upon satin and similar materials 
imported from Kiangsu and Chékiang are 
so many as to add enormously to their 
price. The local supply is of coarse quality 
and very inferior workmanship compared 
to that produced in the above mentioned 
provinces. The current prices also are 
very high, and it is utterly impossible that 


.the material could be procured at the 


regulation rates. Even supposing the 
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Board did not insist upon the regula- 
tion rates, but authorized the purchase 
of the material at the current prices, diffi- 
culties would still occur. The ‘Tibetans 
are naturally a stupid and obstinate race 
and if they observed any inferiority in the 
quality and workmanship of the goods they 
might refuse to accept them, on the pretext 
that they were not of the prescribed kind. 
Thus a very trifling matter would entail a 
great loss of prestige. Peking is a great com- 
mercial centre at which all kinds of goods 
are procurable, and the Tibetans frequently 
resort there on public business. In recent 
times the Tibetaus in all their dealings 
with Szechuan, have shown a disposition 
to prefer commutation money to payment 
in kind. The Commissioner would there- 
fore suggest that the Board should be .- 
directed to assess the money value of the 
satin stuffs supplied to Tibet, and to furnish 
a detailed account of the same to the Sze- 
chuan authorities who should be autho- 
rized to remit the amount to Tibet from 
the present year onwards. This would be 
more acceptable to the Tibetans who would 
then be at liberty to select their own goods 
and purchase them wherever they pleased. 
The Viceroy in endorsing this proposal 
states that he has written on the subject to 
the Board of Revenue and the Imperial 
Resident in Tibet. 


ANNOUNCEMENT OF FUTURE EMPRESS AND 
IMPERIAL CONCUBINES. DECKEES BY 
THE EMPRESS DOWAGER. 


November 8th.—(1) Since the Emperor 
reverently entered upon the succession to 
the great patrimony he has been gradually 
growing up to manhooed, and it is fitting 
that a person of high character should be 
selected to be His Consort and assist him in 
the duties uf the palace, to the end that the 
high position of Empress may be fittingly 
filled and the Emperor supported in the 
pursuit of virtue. The choice having fallen 
upon Yeh-ho-na-la, the daughter of Deputy 
Lieutenant General Kuei Hsiang, a maiden 
of virtuous character and becoming and 
dignitied demeanour, we command that she 
be appointed Empress. 

(2) We command that T‘a-t‘a-la, aged 
15, the daughter of Ch‘ang Hsii, a former 
Vice-President of a Board, be raised to the 
position of concubine of the 4th degree, and 
that T‘a-t‘a-la, aged 13, another daughter 
of the same officer, be appointed a concubine 
of the same degree. Note.—Kuei Hsiang 
is a younger brother of the Empress Dow- 
ager, as also of the Emperor’s mother, and 
consequently the future Empress is a 
cousin of the Emperor. Ch‘ang Hsii, the 
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father of the two sisters who are to become 
Imperial concubines, was formerly Vice- 
President of the Board of Punishments, 
and died some three or four years ago. 
Some time before his death he got into 
trouble for having betrothed, on a day of 
official mourning, one of his daughters to 
the son of Pao Héng, then Acting Governor 
of Shansi. 


REMITTANCES TO PEKING FROM CANTON. 


The totalamount of the subsidy to be sent 
to Peking by all the provinces from’ the 
land tax and salt duties during the present 
year is Tls. 7,000,000. Of this, the Canton 
Salt revenue was to furnish a sum of Tis. 
200,000, and was at the same time to pro- 
vide Tls. 50,000 for the expenses of the 
. Imperial Household. Tis. 130,000 of the 
aboveamountshave been already forwarded, 
and a further instalment of Ts. 60,000 is 
now being remitted, together with Tls. 
1,830 to cover the cost of porterage, differ- 
ence in weight, and maintenance allowance 
to officials of the Board. 


DEGRADATION OF OFFICIALS IN HAINAN. 


Chang Chih-tung reports that the in- 
habitants of the Ting-an district in Hai- 
nan, when praying for rain early in the 
present year, carried an image to the 
magistrate’s office and asked him to come 
out and offer supplications before it. 
The magistrate was somewhat late in ap- 
pearing to make his obeisance, and the 
villagers, who had been waiting in a crowd 
for some time, gave way to a fit of exasper- 
ation and dragged the magistrate out into 
the street, where they abused and beat him. 
Both the Prefect and Taotai of Kiung-chow 
held an investigation into the circumstances, 
and from their reports it appeared that 
although the magistrate’s delay on this oc- 
casion may have been accidental and there- 
fore excusable, yet his favouritism and 
partiality in deciding cases had rendered 
him very unacceptable to the people whose 
confidence he had completely lost, and 
over whom he could exercise no proper 
control. It is therefore proposed that 
he should be removed from office and 
transferred to a lower post. The magis- 
trate of the Ssii-hui district in the same 
island is also pronounced to be incom- 
petent, and to have given rise to much 
scandal by his indiscriminate employment 
of subordinates. Being a man however of 
considerable literary ability, he is to be 
placed on the list of expectant educational 
officers, instead of being degraded, and is 
to await his turn for selection to a substant- 
ive appointment. 
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MURDER OF TRAVELLERS NEAR FOOCHOW. 


November 9th.—(1) A Memorial from 
the high authorities at Foochow gives an 
account of the murder of a party of three 
persons by the crew of the boat in which. 
they were travelling. In the middle of last 
Spring a lady named Wu, accompanied by 
a nephew and niece, arrived in Foochow 
from Tamsui. She was the wife of an 
assistant sub-prefect, and was on her way 
to the province of Anhui to pay a visit to 
her relations. A boat lying outside the 
West gate of the city was hired for a sum 
of nine dollars to take her as far as Chien- 
ning Fu, where she was to leave it and 
engageanother. The boatman, Wang Ai-tat, 
noticed that the lady’s luggage seemed very 
heavy and suggested to his wife that they 
should roband murder her. The wife having 
consented, Wang Ai-tzii induced half a 
dozen men to join in the plot, aud arranged 
that they should meet him at a place near 
some rapids a few days’ journey from Foo- 
chow. The next day he hired another man 
to help in working the boat, and they 
started on their voyage up river. When 
they reached the appointed spot, Wang Ai- 
tzii told the lady that there would be some 
difficult rapids to ascend next day, and he 
must engage a strong crew to help him. He 
dismissed the man hired in Foochow, and 
went on shore to look for his confederates. 
One of the six had fallen ill and had not 
come, but he found the other five, and 
brought them on to the boat under the pre- 
tence that he had engaged them as his crew. 
When midnight came, Mrs. Wang lita can- 
dle by her husband’s orders, and the gang 
attacked their passengers, cutting the throats 
of first the nephew and secondly the lady, 
muffling their heads at the same time to 
stifle their cries. The niece had not yet 
been touched, and one of the party pro- 
posed to keep her and sell her instead of 
taking her life. But Mrs. Wang protested 
against this on the ground that it would 
lead to their being found out. The man 
therefore seized the girl by the throat with 
one hand, took a knife from some one with 
the other, stabbed her in the body and 
killed her. They then tied stones to the 
three corpses and threw them into the 
middle of the river. This being done, they 
opened the boxes, which were found to 
contain four hundred and thirteen dollars 
and ninety articles of male or female 
clothing, besides other things. Wang Ai-tzit 
and his wife received eighty dollars and 
half the clothes, and the rest was divided 
among the other five. Finally, they 
scuttled the boat and sank her, and went 
off in different directions. About a month 
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afterwards one of the gang was at Ku-shan, 
outside the South Gate of Foochow, where 
he chanced to meet the man who had 
been prevented by illness from taking part 
in the robbery. The latter demanded a 
portion of the booty, and the other refused 
to give him anything. This led toa quarrel 
and a fight, in the course of which, 
while grappling each other, they fell into 
the water and were both drowned. Their 
deaths were reported to the authorities, 
and so the whole affair was brought to 
light. Wang Ai-tzii and his wife, as wellas 
two of their companions, were arrested and 


tried. The search made for the bodies of 


the victims proved entirely fruitless, but 
among the plunder discovered was a hang- 
ing for a bed marked with the name of the 
lady’s husband. Wang Ai-tzii the origina- 
tor of the crime, has been condemned to 
death by slow degrees for murdering three 
persons of one family, and the sentence has 
already been carried into effect. The two 
other male prisoners have both been sum- 
marily decapitated. Mrs. Wang, on whose 
cruelty special stress is laid, was sentenced 
in like manner to immediate death, but as 
she is found to be four months advanced in 
pregnancy, she has been respited until her 
delivery. Of the remaining criminals two 
are already drowned, and two more are at 
large, for whom active search will be made. 
More than half the offenders having been 
arrested, the authorities of the locality are 
not liable to punishment ; and the Magis- 
trates by whom the prisoners were captured, 
being those of districts in which the crime 
was not committed, have the right to be 
recommended for rewards.—Referred to 
the Board of Punishments, 


CEREMONIES FOR EMPEROR’S MARRIAGE. 

November 10th._(1) The Board of Rites 
presents a Memorial concerning the marri- 
age of the Emperor which will take place 
on the 26th of February next. Her Ma- 
jesty, the Empress Dowager, has already 
sanctioned a programme presented by the 
Board, wherein are set forth in order the 
ceremonies proposed to be performed on 
the auspicious occasion. According to the 
programme, first will take place the send- 
ing of presents to the bride; then the 
actual marriage ; next joint worship by the 
Imperial Pair, the conferring of a patent as 
Empress on the bride, presentation to the 
Empress Dowager, reception of felicitations 
and Imperial banquet. The Board now 
reports that it has given orders for the 
fabrication of a sheet of gold for the patent 
and a golden seal. It also presents a list 
of the duties which should be performed 
by the various departments of State in con- 
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nection with the celebration, and it will 
communicate the same to the said depart- 
ments, when Her Majesty shall have given 
her approval of them. Any further pre- 
parations which may be required of the 
departments, as the moment approaches, 
will be brought to the notice of Her Ma- 
jesty immediately that the occasion arises. — 
Decree issued previously. 
DEATH OF YEH PO-YING. 

(2) The Governor-General of Shensi and 
Kansu reports the death of Yeh Po-ying, 
Governor of the province of Shensi. It 
appears that the deceased caught a chill 
while superintending the provincial exami- 
nations at Si-an Fu, and died after only 
five days’ illness. Though living in a 
different province, the Memorialist has been 
in constant communication with him during 
the past seven years, and has the highest 
appreciation of his merits. The deceased 
laboured heart and soul for the goud 
of the people, and while in the post 
of provincial treasurer took in hand 
successfully one after another the esta- 
blishment of granaries, the reclaiming 
of wastes, removal of corvées, and the 
adjustment of likin. In like manner, after- 
wards as Governor, he was most earnest in 
repressing brigandage, disbanding for 
economy unnecessary troops, and examining 
officials to prove their ability. He feared 
none and favoured none. He was ready to 
consult the Memorialist whenever the occa- 
sion required it; and he would leave 
nothing that he began till it was satisfac- 
torily completed. This year, when on a 
tour of military inspection, he won golden 
opinions by himself paying for the main- 
tenance of his troops intead of allowing 
them to be quartered on the people. Again, 
when the refugees from the Yellow River 
districts crowded into the province he made 
arrangements for providing the strong with 
money and sending them away, while the 
old and feeble were settled in different 
towns, and soup kitchens established for 
the purpose of feeding them. The Memo- 
rialist refers to the grief felt by him- 
self, and to the great sorrow that must 
have overcome the deceased’s father, an 
aged man in his eighty-seventh year. 
Finally, he suggests that His Majesty may 
be pleased to bestow some marks‘ of com- 
passion on the deceased, and prays that a 
successor to him may be appointed. 

MILITARY EXECUTIONS IN ILI. 

November 11th.—Selengo, Military Go- 
vernor of Ili, presents a Memorial giving 
an account of the summary execution of 
certain soldiers in his province. In a pre- 
vious Memorial he reported that there had 
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nearly been a general revolt of the troops 
under his orders arising out of a demand 
they put forward for an increase of pay, 
and he attributed the trouble to mem- 
bers of illegal societies concealed among 
the soldiers. He therefore gave stringent 
orders to the commanders of battalions 
to discover the disturbers of the peace 
and arrest them immediately, while he 
at the same time issued private instruc- 
tions of a similar nature to certain officers 
in whom he could confide. The result was 
that three men, two private soldiers and a 
petty officer, were put under arrest. On 
being tried they were all convicted either of 
attempting to excite a revolt, or of joining 
unlawful societies and disturbing the minds 
of their fellow soldiers. For these unpardon- 
able offences they were condemned to death, 
and their sentence was carried into effect 
without delay, the result being the restora- 
tion of tranquillity and order throughout 
the troops. Also, some time previously, the 
Memorialist was informed by the Governor 
of Turkestan of the escape of an important 
criminal who had been concerned in a con- 
spiracy at Urumtsi. This man the Memo- 
rialist contrived to arrest, and convincing 
evidence having been produced of his guilt, 
he was condemned and executed as a warn- 
ing to others. Two discharged soldiers were 
taken at the same time, and though they 
were not found to have participated in the 
conspiracy, they were sentenced to be flog- 
ged severely for maintaining constant inter- 
course with criminals, and then to be kept 
under surveillance in their own homes. 


YELLOW RIVER, STATE OF AFFAIRS AT 
GREAT BREACH. 


November 12th.—Inspector-General, Wu 
Ta-ch‘éng, reports that from the date of his 
last Memorial up to the middle of October 
things have remained in much the same 
state at Chéng Chow. There has been no 
great rise or fall in the water, and the depth 
of the stream in the middle of the breach is 
still ninety feet and more. The main current 
sweeping along the west embankmentstrikes 
against the head of the east embankment 
and then rushes out. The situation is not 
an easy one ; but fortunately the fascines of 
stalks in both embankments have been 
thoroughly well secured with earth and 
other materials, ropes, and posts ; and the 
whole structure is perfectly firm and sound. 
In a very short time forward progress will 
be commenced again. As a supply of 
materials will immediately be required, 
offices have been opened near the works on 
both banks of the river, where millet stalks 
will be purchased direct from the people 
at a fair price without the intervention of 
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officials. Other articles can also be procured 
in the neighbourhood, but it has been found 
necessary to send persons to buy hemp, in 
Kuei-té Fu, and in Hsii-chow and Chi-ning 
in the provinces of Kiangsu and Shantung. 
The Memorialist proposes to consult his 
assistants, P‘an Chiin-wen and T‘sing T‘ing- 
kuei, with reference to the exact manner in 
which the foundations of the breakwaters 
are to be carried forward, and with regard 
to further excavation of the conducting 
canal. When they have arrived ata positive 
conclusion, he will have the honour to 
address the Throne again. 
YELLOW RIVER, DANGER AT JUNG-TSE. 


(2) In a supplementary Memorial Wu 
Ta-ch ‘éng reports upon the condition of the 
Yellow River bank at a spot near Jung-tse 
Hsien, the district above Chéng-chow. At 
this point a sand spit runs across the chan- 
nel from the north side, and forces the 
whole strength of the stream against the 
opposite shore. The result of this deflec- 
tion of the current is that the safety is 
endangered of two sections of embank- 
ment, those known as numbers 9 and 10. 
In section 9, which never had any fascine 
work, the foreshore has all fallen away, 
and the embankment is not over broad. 
In section 10, which is at the exact sput 
where a gap was once made and closed in 
former days, there used to be a line of 
fascines, but it having been left untouched 
of late years for want of money, the stuff 
has long rotted and has nearly all been 
washed away. What remains of the whole 
fabric is only seventy or eighty feet wide, 
and the earth of which it is composed is 
loose and sandy. With the recurrence of 
the old trouble the fascines have sunk, and 
cracks have appeared in the body of the 
embankment, parts of which are constantly 
dropping. The danger was so imminent 
that the Memorialist felt constrained to 
visit the place more than once, in spite of 
the many matters which required his atten- 
tion at Chéng Chow. Acting under his 
orders, the officers in charge at Jung-tse 
have laboured continuously for more than 
twenty days and nights, throwing in heaps 
of stones, affixing fascines or widening the 
embankment, as might seem best at each 
point. The peril is still such that the 
Memorialist has commanded them to con- 
tinue to employ their most strenuous 
efforts. 


In reply to this Memorial an autograph ° 


rescript states that.on the 26th of October 
the Emperor received a report by telegraph 
of the state of affairs at Jung-tse, and in 
consequence he ordered that an enquiry 
should be sent asking whether any waters 
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were escaping from the river-there ; but he 
has not yet received a further telegram in 
reply. He desires that the utmost efforts 
be made and the place rendered perfectly 
secure. 

FLOOD IN YUNNAN. 

November 13th.—The Governor of Yiin- 
nan refers to a previous Memorial in which 
he reported to the Throne early in the 
autumn thata serious flood had occurred in 
the district of P‘ing-i on the eastern frontier 
of Yiinnan. The streams were swollen by 
rain storms of great violence, and the rice- 
fields and cottages near the town completely 
inundated. In reply His Majesty directed 
that the amount of distress should be ascer- 
tained and relief given to all the sufferers 
who required it. The Memorialist now 
states that he has expended a sum of five 
hundred taels in the distribution of charity, 
the funds being provided by the opium 
likin office. 

PLUNDERING OF 8.8. ‘‘PAOTAH ;” PUNISH- 
MENT OF PRINCIPAL OFFENDERS. 


November 14th.—Last March, the Gov- 
ernor of Shantung presented a long report 
concerning the plundering of the steamer 
Paotah near the Shantung Promontory. 
In the course of the report he stated that 
the three principal prisoners in the case had 
been sent to the provincial capital to be there 
dealt with. He now addresses a fresh 
Memorial, giving abrief history of the affair, 
and reporting for approval the sentences 
which he has passed on the said prisoners. 
The names of the three men are Chou Jen- 
feng, head of the salvage office, Wang Yung- 
hsiang, a chief coast guard, and his younger 
brother Wang Chit. When the Paotah 
went ashore on the Promontory, the Magis- 
trate of the District came down to the 
place and summoned Chou Jen-feng and 
Wang Yung-hsiang to give assistance. The 
passengers on the steamer were rescued in 
boats, and a good deal of property was 
salved ; but after two days Chou Jen-feng 
and Wang Yung-hsiang, who thought the 
vessel would sink immediately, went on 
board and began to plunder the remainder 
of the cargo, much of which consisted of 
copper cash belonging to the Government. 
In doing this they were accompanied by one 
Tai Shun, who afterwards absconded, and 
a large number of people from the surround- 
ing villages. 

The Magistrate, being unable to maintain 
order and prevent the pillage, wrote to 
a military graduate in the District City to 
engage a couple of hundred men as soldiers, 
provide them with uniforms from the 
Yamén, and come to his assistance at once. 


” 
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When the graduate had started with his 
men, he heard by the way that the Pao-tah 
was already broken up by the sea and the 
villagers had dispersed with their plunder. 
He therefore sent away the larger portion of 
hismen, and came on with only asmall party 
of five and twenty. When he arrived at a 
spot called Dragon’s Braid Island, he was 
met by a message from the Magistrate in 
compliance with which he halted. Mean- 
while Tai Shun thought that an atteinpt 
would be made to recover the plunder. 
He therefore, with the aid of the three 
prisoners, assembled a large body of 
men from the surrounding villages, and 
went with them to drive the graduate 
and his party away. The graduate tried 
to arrest some of the crowd; but he 
was attacked with knives and bludgeons 
and wounded in half a dozen places. One 
of his men at the same time in trying 
to run away was deliberately forced into 
the sea and drowned. All the three pri- 
soners were present, encouraging the 
crowd, but did not actually take part in 
the affray. The Magistrate came up soon 
afterwards and carried the graduate 
into a house. Here they were besieged 
by Taishun and the crowd, who would 
not let the Magistrate go, and. even 
wished to kill the graduate to prevent 
his paying them out at some future time. 
Finally the Magistrate was compelled 
by the prisoner Chou Jen-feng to sign and 
seal a document promising ‘hat no pruceed- 
ings should be taken against any one for 
what had happened, upon which he and his 
companions were released. The Magistrate 
as soon as he returned to the town reported 
to his superiors what had occurred. Com- 
missioners aided by troops and men-of-war 
were sent to the place to deal with the 
affair, and the three prisoners as well asa 
number of smaller offenders were secured. 
The Memorialist cannot find any law 
dealing with the exact offences committed 
by these three men. But taking the laws 
which seem most applicable, he considers 
that immediate. decapitation is the fitting 
sentence to be passed on Chou Jen-feng, 
who in addition to his other misdeeds was 
the leader in intimidating the Magis- 
trate in signing the document. Chou Jen- 
feng has died in prison of a disease con- 
tracted before his arrest. There is there- 
fore no need to take further notice of him. 
The other two men are condemned to penal 
servitude on a frontier distant more than 
four thousand li, and branding on both 
cheeks, the principal offence of which they 
are convicted being that of encouraging 
others who took part in a fatal affray, but 
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not having actually struck a blow them- | fire by rockets; and a fresh assault was com- 


selves or having been the original instigators 
of the riot. This sentence is passed on the 
supposition that the riot was the work of 
Tai Shun in the first instance ; but as it 
appears that Wang Yung-hsiang, when first 
brought before the court, acknowledged 
that he was guilty of sv doing, it is pro- 
posed to retain him in Shantung till Tai 
Shun be arrested, in order that the two 
men may be confronted with each other.— 
Referred to the Board of Punishments. 


VICTORIES AT PELAM IN FORMOSA. 


November 15th.—(1) As has already been 
reported by the Governor of Formosa in pre- 
vious Memorials, last summer a number of 
savages on the East coast of the island re- 
volted against the Government, and be- 
sieged the local authorities in the town of 
Pelam. Troops were at once sent by the 
Governor to the relief of the place ; and he 
telegraphed to the Viceroy Li at Tientsin for 
the loan of two war vessels to assist in the 
operations. The arrival of the troops raised 
the siege, and most of the insurgents hast- 
ened to give their submission. The in- 
habitants, however, of a village called Lii- 
chia-wang remained refractory, and com- 
pelled those in their immediate vicinity 
to take the same course. It was therefore 
necessary to send a force to attack them. 
Lii-chia-wang is a large place, more than a 
mile across, with the villages of Ta-pa and 
Liu-chiu immediately adjoining it, and 
that of Pang-pang at a little distance. 
The houses stand among a thick grove, 
encircled by several lines of bamboo fences. 
Outside these is a wall of stones piled ten feet 
high, and a wide ditch full of pointed sticks. 
In addition to these obstacles it was found 
that the ordinary paths were blocked with 
thorns and concealed pits. The troops as- 
saulted and penetrated two lines of enclo- 
sure; but at nightfall they were constrained 
to retire with the loss of forty of their num- 
ber. After a consultation it was determined 
that one of the three commanders should 
withdraw his men, and undertake the two 
tasks of keeping open the road from Pelam by 
which supplies and munitions must come, 
and secondly of blocking the road from Ta- 
chuang, a disloyal place thirty miles away, 
whose inhabitants were likely to send re- 
inforcements to the enemy. The remaining 
two commanders extended their battalions 
on either side, to cover the ground vacated 
by the first mentioned. This movement was 
conducted during the night, and was inter- 
rupted by a sortie, which however was 
successfully repulsed. A few days later a 
number of houses-in the village were set on 
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manded: The assailants were much annoyed 
by a flank attack from the savages in the 
Pang-pang village, who advanced in large 
numbers and with great courage. In spite 
of this two of the enemy’s forts were carried, 
but with a loss to the Chinese of sixty 
killed and wounded. The Ta-chuang men 
made their appearance as had been antici- 
pated. But the battalion guarding the 
road, which had taken up a position on the 
bank of a stream, drove them back every 
time they came on. Three days afterwards 
General Wu arrived with his brigade 
from the Pescadores, and landed imme- 
diately. As they marched to the front they 
were attacked by an ambush. The General 
narrowly escaped being killed, bnt the 
enemy were repulsed. About the same 
time Admiral Ting, the commander of the 
two northern vessels, arrived on the scene. 
It was now recognized that the only way in 
which artillery could be used to advantage 
was by planting a battery on the hill at. the 
back of the enemy’s position, so as to fire 
down upon him. There was but one road 
by which the hill could be reached and 
that passed the Pang-pang village, where it 
was guarded by five forts. Four six pound- 


ers and a party of gunners having been’ 


furnished by Admiral Ting, an attempt was 
made to ascend the hill with them. The 
movement failed, and the attacking force 
suffered greatly from the fire of the enemy 
concealed within a few yards of them in 
the close underwood. Next day the assault 
was renewed by a picked force, supported 
by a vigorous fire from all the artillery 
available. 
fort, and carried it after a long and 
obstinate struggle at close quarters. Fol- 
lowing up their success without stopping, 
they soon were masters of the remaining 
fort as well. The Pang-pang villagers, 
some two thousand in number, thereupon 
withdrew into Lii-chia-wang. This success 
gave to the Chinese possession of the hill, 
and their army was bivouacked under the 
trees in three brigades, one on the summit, 
one on the slope, and the third at the foot. 
Having thus gained a great advantage by 
their superior position, next day the bri- 
gades on the hill made a general assault 
under the cover of a musketry and artillery 
fire. After a brief conflict the west gate was 
captured and the place fell, many hundreds 
of the savages being killed in the action. 
Further operations were still necessary on 
account of the conduct of the Ta-chuang 
savages, who still continued their hostile 
behaviour. But after several successful 
engagements, and the execution of certain 
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leading insurgents, general tranquillity was 
restored. 
NEW SUB-PREFECT AT PELAM. 


(2) In a supplementary Memorial the 
Governor of Formosa announces the ap- 
pointment of an officer to take charge of 
the new independent Sub-prefecture of 
T‘ai-tung, which has been substituted with 
His Majesty’s permission for the late Pelam, 
or Pei-nan Ting. 

ILLNESS OF THE VICEROY OF YiiNNAN AND 

KWEICHOU. 

November 16th.—On the 19th of Septem- 
ber last, the Viceroy Tsén Yii-ying, reported 
his intention of starting on a tour of inspec- 
tion of the provincial troops, but the day 
after he despatched his Memorial he was 
seized with a violent attack of vertigo, 
which obliged him to postpone his departure 
for several days. As soon as he was slightly 
recovered, he started on his journey and 
managed to reach An-ning Chou, where he 
again fell seriously ill. He was overcome 
with a feeling of lassitude, his mind wan- 
dered, his speech became incoherent and 
he was unable to move without support. 
After a day’s rest he again slightly im- 
proved, and was able to get as far as the 
Lu-féng district, where he had another 
attack of illness worse than the previous. 
He lost all power of his limbs, his breathing 
became affected, and he was miserable 
beyond description. The doctors pre- 
scribed a course of treatment and advised 
complete rest, and the members of his 
staff earnestly entreated him to spare him- 
self. He eventually reached Ch‘u-hsiung 
Fu, where he grew so much better that 
on 6th of October he was able to hold 
an inspection of the troops. He found 
them well acquainted with their drill, pro- 
ficient in musket practice, and so expert in 
archery that many of the attained from 
eighty to ninety per cent. Memorialist 
expresses doubt as to whether he will be 
able to complete the inspection of all the 
provincial troops, and is anxious about his 
future movements, as he is seven stages 
distant from Ta-li Fu, and eighteen or 
nineteen from Momein, Yung-ch‘ang, and 
other provincial centres. He will make 
every effort to continue his work and if he 
fails, he must appeal to the compassion of 
the Throne and ask for leave to recruit his 
health. 

TABLETS AND INSCRIPTIONS FOR TEMPLES 
IN MANCHURIA. 

The Governor of the lower province of 
Manchuria submits an application request- 
ing that tablets and inscriptions should be 
conferred by Imperial authority on several 
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temples within his jurisdiction, by whose 
divine interposition the country has been 
saved from calamity during the present 
year. No rain fell for two months at the 
beginning of last summer and the young 
crops were being quite burnt up, when the 
Memorialist and members of his staff 
repaired to the temples, and obtained an 
answer to their prayers in a bountiful 
downpour of refreshing rain, which restored 
the drooping crops, and prepared the 
ground for the planting of the later ones. 
Early in the 7th moon continual floods 
threatened to turn the whole country into 
a vast lake, and there appeared tu be no 
possible outlet for the waters. Memorialist 
again sought the aid of the deities, and fair 
weather together with a gradual abatement 
of the floods was soon vouchsafed.  Al- 
though many villages were swamped along 
the banks of the rivers, yet the crops on 
the higher grounds were generally saved, 
and Memorialist considers that the escape 
from drought in the one case and complete 
destruction in the other, was entirely due 
to the merciful protection of Heaven. He 
therefore asks that some mark of Imperial 
favour be conferred on two temples in 
Moukden, and one at Kuangning. 


DEATH OF THE LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR OF 
KIANGS1, 

November 17th.—The Viceroy of Nan- 
king reports the death which on his way to 
his post of Hsiao-shao, the newly appointed 
Governor of Kiangsi. The deceased who 
had previously received a month’s sick 
leave, was living in an inn at Nanking 
under medical treatment and was consider- 
ed on a fair way to recovery, when he 
unfortunately suffered a relapse and died 
in a paroxysm of coughing. Memorialist 
under whom he had previously served in 
Canton speaks in high terms of his worth 
and devotion to duty, and laments the loss 
the public service has suffered in his death. 


MOVEMENTS OF THE DUKE CONFUCIUS. 


Duke Confucius, who came to Peking to 
marry a daughter of H.E. Sun Yii-wén, a 
Minister of the Tsung-li Yamén, solicited 
parting instructions from the Throne befure 
returning to his ancestral home. 

REWARDS FOR LIKIN COLLECTORS. 


The Viceroy of the Hu-Kuang provinces 
resumes the discussion which he has had 
with the Board of Civil Office concerning 
the rewards to certain of his subordinates 
who had attained exceptionally successful 
results in the collection of likin. He recog- 
nizes in the Board’s objections a desire 
to exercise great care in the award of 
honours, but he begs to point out that 


166 


the likin receipts are intimately con- 
nected with the whole internal revenue of 
the province and adds that the work of 
collection has been rendered more difficult 
in recent years by the great reduction 
in the staff of likin officers, as well by 
the increase of smuggling amongst the 
merchants, and the connivance of the 
Yamén_ underlings. Everything depends 
on the honesty of the collectors, and it is 
extremely difficult to obtain suitable men. 
Memorialist has been in the habit of re- 
moving from office men who have proved 
incompetent, or whose collection has been 
unusually small, and on the same principle 
he considers that those who have attained 
success by their ability and _ integrity 
ought to receive tokens of encouragement. 
He refers to a similar case in Hunan 
where objections raised by the Board 
to the promotion of likin officers were over- 
ruled by the Throne at the instance of the 
Governor, and he would ask for a reconsi- 
deration of the present case. 


RELIEF OF SUFFERERS FROM FLOODS IN 
FANG-SHAN DISTRICT. 


November 18th.—An Imperial Decree 
issued in response to an application from 
the President of the Board of Works and 
the Governor of Shun-t‘ien Fu allots 20,000 
piculs of grain for the relief of the sufferers 
by the inundations which occurred some 
months ago in the valley of the Liuli River 
within the district of Fang-shan. 


NEW GOVERNOR OF SHENSI. 


Chang-hsii the Lientenant Governor of 
Shansi acknowledges with grateful thanks 
the receipt of the decree appointing him to 
the Governorship of Shensi, and asks 
permission to proceed to Peking for 
instructions before taking up his new pust. 
He is informed in reply that it is 
unnecessary for him to come to Peking, 
and commanded to proceed at once to his 
post. 


DECREE—POSTHUMOUS HONOURS TO LATE 
GENERAL CHAN SHENG-PO. 

November 19th.—In are in receipt of a 
Memorial from Li Hung-chang reporting 
the death from fatigue and overwork of the 
high offices above mentioned, accompanied 
by an account of his career, and a request 
that due honours should be paid to his 
memory. Chou Shéng-po, the Commander 
in Chief of Hunan served for many years 
with Li Hung-chang in his operations 
against the Nienfei and Taiping rebels, and 
assisted in recapturing many important 
cities. He was subsequently stationed at 
Tientsin where he was most careful and assi- 
duous in the instruction of the troops, and 
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faithful in the discharge of the duties of his 
high office. We have received the news of 
his death with the deepest sorrow, and 
We command that the posthumous honours 
due to a general dying in active service be 
accorded to him, that an account of his - 
career he compiled by the State Historian's 
office, and that memorial temples be 
erected to his memory at his native place 
Anhui, and in the other provinces which 
were the scene of his services. : 


APPOINTMENTS. 


Féng Nan-pin is gazetted Commander- 
in-Chief of Hunan, and Wei Yu-Kuei is 
appointed Brigadier General at Ning-hsia 
in Kansu. 


EXTRA ALLOWANCES TO THE BANNER 
TROOPS IN PEKING. 

On account of the severity of the weather 
the Imperial troops in Peking are to receive 
an extra half month’s pay, while Gioros 
and other needy members of the Imperiat 
Clan are to draw a full month’s allowance, 
widows and orphans receiving a half month 
in addition. 


PENALTIES TO BE IMPOSED ON THE OFFICIALS 
OF THE BOARD OF CEREMONIES FOR 
SELECTING WRONG DATE FOR RELIGIOUS 
OBSERVANCES IN CONNECTION WITH 
THE EMPEROR'S MARRIAGE. 

In obedience to instructions the High 
ofticers of the Censorate and the Board of 
Civil Office submit a Memorial in which 
they embody the conclusions they have 
arrived at respecting the penalties to be 
imposed on the officials of the Board of 
Ceremonies for the above offence. The 
Empress had specially stated that all the 
rites connected with the Imperial marriage. 
wereto be conducted in the manner prescrib- 
ed in the collected Institutes, and according 
to these the worship of Heaven and Earth 
ought to take place one day before the 
marriage. In their first memorandum on 
the subject, the Board had appointed the 
second day before the marriage for the. 
prescribed ceremonies, on observing which 
the Empress affixed a note altering 
the date. In spite of this, however, 
a second statement was presented by 
the Board in which the first date was. 
adhered to, and the Empress expressed 
her great astonishment at the careless- 
ness displayed, and ordered that all the 
officials responsible for the mistake should 
be handed over to the Board of Civil Office 
for the determination of a severe penalty. 
The latter department having considered 
the case, suggests that the two Senior 
Secretaries should be deprived of five steps 
of rank and removed to other posts, and 
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and that Li Hung-tsao and other members 
of the Board should be degraded four steps 
and similarly removed. Li Hung-tsao, 
however, having already been stripped of 
rank for another offence is to be cashiered. 
Decree previously issued. 


FRAUDULENT COLLECTION OF RENTS IN 
CHIHLI BY AN IMPOSTER. 


A Censor reports~that he has heard on 
good information that a man named Wang 
Fu-t‘ai, who represents himself as an official 
connected with one of the Princes’ establish- 
ments in Peking, has been travelling with 
a large retinue and in great splendour 
through a number of the districts in Pao- 
ting Fu, and collecting rent systematically 
from the farmers. He establish a public 
office, wore a button and other decorations, 


and did ,not hesitate to apply torture’ 


in cases where his wishes were not com- 
plied with. It is posible, Censor remarks, 
that the princely familes in Peking have 
no knowledge of this man’s existence, but 
his doings are none the less inflicting in- 
calculable hardship on the people. It is 
asked that the Viceroy should .be directed 
to instruct all his subordinates to keep 
themselves well infurmed respecting the 
identity of all officers collecting reuts for 
the princely establishments in Peking, and 
that they should be severely punished 
for conniving at, or failing to detect 
cases of imposture such as that now brought 
to light. 
MEMORIAL TEMPLE TO LIU CH‘ANG-YU 
FORMER VICTORY OF THE YiiN 
KUEI PROVINCES. 


The Governor of Hunan submits on 
application from a uumber of literary 
residents in the Hsin-ning district of his 
province, asking for permission to erect a 
memorial temple to Liu Ch'‘ang-yu, to 
whose services his native place was greatly 
indebted for preservation during the re- 
bellion. The deceased Viceroy commenced 
his career with Liu K‘un-yi, formerly 
Vicervy of Nanking, who is now living in 
retirenient in his native place in the same 
province, and served with distinction 
throughout the rebellion until he rose to 
be Governor of Kuang-si. A number of 
his associates, who have already passed 
away, have received monumental honours 
at their native place and it is considered 
that the great servicss rendered by the 
deceased to his country establish a claim to 
a similar distinction granted. 


MOVEMENTS OF OFFICIALS. 
November 20th.—The Governor of Ché- 
kiang, Wei Yung-Kuang, is transferred to 
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the Governorship of Shansi, and his post 
in Chékiang is taken by Sung-chin, the 
latter’s position as Governor of Kiangsu 
being conferred upon Kang-yi, the present 
Governor of Shansi. 

Ch‘én-yi, the Governor of Anhui, has 
received orders to come to Peking, where 
he is to hold third class rank as a metropo- 
litan official and await further employment. 
His place in Anhui is taken by Shén Ping- 
ch‘éng, at present Governor of Kuangsi and 
recently a member of the Tsungli Yamén, 
the Governorship of the latter province 
having been conferred upou Kao Ch‘ung- 
chi, the present Lieutenant-Governor at 
Canton. 

AFFAIRS IN FORMOSA. 
f A Decree. We have received a Memorial 
from Liu Ming-ch‘uan reporting the subju- 
gation of a band of local bandits who had 
plundered a place called Yen-kuan and 
invested the townof Chang-hua. Chu Huan- 
ming, Lin Chao-tung and several other 
officers having been sent to operate from 
different directions against the rebels, a 
great number of their adherents were cap- 
tured and decapitated, their encampments 
in 21 different places were totally demolish- 
ed, and the siege of Chang-hua having been 
raised, the cuountry was restored to its 
normal state of tranquillity. The measures 
taken were prompt and successful, and we 
command that the privilege of wearing a 
yellow riding jacket be granted to the 
expectant Taotai Lin Chao-tung, and that 
the other officers who specially distinguish- 
ed themselves be recommended for the 
bestowal of rewards. We further command 
that, as a special mark of our sympathy, .- 
posthumous honours be conferred on Chu 
Huan-ming, who died in battle, and that 
a temple be erected to his memory in 
the district town of Chang-hua, Li Chia- 
chang, the Acting Magistrate of this 
district, acted rashly and unwisely, and 
without due regard to the feelings of 
the people, and we command that the 
recommendation made on his behalf on 
account of the land registration be cancel- 
led, and that his case he further dealt with 
by the Governor. Let steps he taken for 
arrest of the rebels still at large so that not 
one of them may be allowed to escape. 
APPOINTMENTS. 

2ist November.—Yu Chih-k‘ai is ap- 
pointed Lieutenant-Governor of Canton 
and Ho-hsii succeeds him as Chief Justice 
of Szechuen. 

WU TA-CH‘ENG ON THE YELLOW RIVER. 

Doctors, says Wu Ta-ch ‘éng, in prescri- 
bing for a disease are always careful in the 
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first place to ascertain its cause, and sick 
people in taking medicine ought to see that 
the prescription suits the particular nature 
of their complaint. Past experience forms a 
sure guide for future conduct. Since Me- 
morialist entered on the duties of his pre- 
sent office, he has been day after day on 
the river banks engaged in making enqui- 
ries from the old people in the country as 
to the condition of things in the past, and 
has tested their statements by comparing 
them with historical records. He has thus 
become convinced that the trouble with the 
Yellow River in Honan, far from being 
incapable of remedy, is really due to the 
want of a proper method of treatment. 
The present system of raising embank- 
ments and protecting them with fascines 
is not a far-sighted policy, and what is really 
wanted is the construction of breakwaters 
to divert the current and save the embank- 
ments from being worn away by keeping 
the volume of the water in the main chan- 
nel of the River. Officers who have had 
the lungest experience in connection with 
river works all agree in asserting that in 
the early years of the reign of Hsien Féng, 
there were still twenty stone breakwaters 
of this kind existing in the Hsing-tsé section 
of the River. The main volume of the 
water flowed at a considerable distance from 
the embankments and was separated from 
them by dry spaces on eitherside. The break- 
waters were in times of danger strengthened 
by fascines but very little labour had to be 
expended on the embankments. For a 
number of years past the stone breakwaters 
have been entirely neglected and the water 
has been allowed to encroach more and 
more on the embankments. The more 
fascines have been employed to protect the 
banks, the more have been required, and 
repairs have no sooner been effected in one 
place than they are needed in another. In 
1867 an officer named Tsou-liang removed 
one of these stone breakwaters, and in the 
following year the breach at Hsing-tsé 
occurred. Tsou-liang committed suicide 
by throwing himself into the river and his 
name is still held in abhorrence in the 
province. The breach was closed up, but 
why no steps were ever taken to restore 
the old stone breakwaters is a point 
which Memorialist quite fails to under- 
stand. Further breaches of considerable 
extent recently occurred at the same place, 
and 30 days of arduous toil were spent in 
repairing them. The river officials relied 
upon the expedient of shoring-up the banks 
with fascines, but these were no sooner put 
down than they were swept away by the 
violence of the current, and there was no 
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resource left. _Memorialist then ordered 
stones to be thrown into the bed of the 
river, and before they had reached a height 
of more than one or two feet a diminution 
of the violence of the current was distinctly 
visible. In spite of this the river officials 
still advocated their own plan, and held that 
stone breakwaters were not suited for an 
emergency. They failed to understand 
that troops when resisting the attacks of an 
enemy, must first be prepared to fight be- 
fore they can hold their ground, and Memo- 
rialist wished to adopt the same tactics in 
dealing with the river. To throw stones 
into a violent current of thirty or forty feet 
of water certainly seems at first sight a 
useless waste of money, but that it has the 
effect of diverting the current from the 
banks isa fact which Memorialist has tested 
by personal experience. So firmly con- 
vinced of this is he that he considers it 
ten times better as an expedient than the 
employment of fascines. It will however 
be impossible for him to restore in any 
short space of time all the stone breakwa- 
ters which have been destroyed by years of 
neglect, and all that he can do is to devote: 
as much as can be spared from the funds at 
his disposal to the work in question. He 
here specifies a number of places where such 
breakwaters are absolutely required for the 
protection of the city of K‘ai Féng Fu and 
expresses a hope that advantage may be 
taken of the present opportunity when the 
river is dry to construct them. It he hasa 
sufficient quantity he will use stones exclu- 
sively, but if they prove insufficient he will 
use bricks to supplement them. He does 
not venture to assert that one single course 
of treatment will cure the disease, but it will 
assuredly make it better than if it had been 
allowed to go on without any treatment at 
all. All that he can do is to issue the 
medicine suited to the complaint, and hope 
for a slight improvement in one year and a 
complete cure in three or four years.— 
Rescript. As the Director-General has him- 
self tested the efficacy of stone and brick 
as a means of diverting the current, We 
command him to revert to former principles 
and carry out the suggestions contained in 
his Memorial. 

FURTHER REPORT ON YELLOW RIVER. EX- 
CAVATION OF CANAL TO DRAIN OFF THE 
WATER AND CONSTRUCTION OF GROIN TO 
DIVERT THE CURRENT INTO IT. 

Wu Ta-ch‘éng reports that the first step 
which he took on the resumption of the 
Yellow River works on the 23rd October 
last, was an inspection of the canal to drain 
offthe waterand the positionof the spit which 
it is proposed to construct at the Western 
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embankment. It was essential that the 
spit should be exactly opposite to the mouth 
of the Canal. Memorialist, P’an Chiin-wén, 
Ts‘ui T‘ing-kuei, and Chu Shou-yung spent 
several days in ascertaining the fall of the 
water in the Yellow River and in making 
a minute survey of the country at the 
mouth of the canal. After much discussion 
they came to the conclusion that it was 
unnecessary to alter the direction of the 
channel as originally excavated, and that 
all that was required was that the portions 
of it which had silted up shonld be deep- 
ened, Accordingly, on the 8th October a 
number of workmen were employd in build- 
ing a dam at the mouth of the canal to keep 
out the water of the river and so secure a 
dry bed for the prosecution of the work of 
excavation. ‘The dam was finished on the 
23rd October and the excavations are to be 
carried for a distance of considerably over 
1,000 chang, divided into 30 sections. Whe- 
ther they should be continued still further 
will depend upon the result of the levels 
which it is proposed to take later on when 
the lower part of the bed has become dry. 
As the survey had established the fact that 
the course of the canal need not be altered, 
the construction of the groin for diverting 
the water was commenced on the 26th 
October, its end being connectod with the 
51st section of the western embankment 
and its direction being towards the mouth 
of the canal. Steps have been taken to 
secure a large supply of millet stalks, and 
as the shuang chiang period has passed 
without affecting the stability of the pre- 
vious repairs, the state of things is such as 
to afford general satisfaction. 


NI WEN-WEI ON THE YELLOW RIVER. 


November 22nd.—Ni Wén-wei forwards 
a report on the condition of the Yellow 
River, which is really a vindication of the 
action taken by Li Hung-tsao, Li Ho-nien 
and himself in suspending operations until 
after the Autumn freshets. As the only 
remaining member of the River Commission 
as originally constituted, he reminds the 
Throne that under its régime the breach 
was reduced from 550 chang to about 30 
chang in width, and that the postponement 
of the work was necessitated by the approach 
of the freshets. A similar postponement 
for two months took place in former years 
in repairing the great breach at Chung-mou. 
On that occasion nearly half of the total 
work was swept away during the interval, 
while in the present instance the repairs 
have not suffered in any way by the delay, 
though the scour through the opening has 
at times been tremendous. The construc- 


Google 


169 





tion of the spit or breakwater at the west- 
ern embankment and the excavation of the 
canal to carry the water into the old bed of 
the river are making rapid progress under 
the direction of Wu Ta-ch‘éng, to whose 
energy and aptitude for mastering all the 
details of the task he has undertaken the 
Memorialist pays a high compliment. 

November 23rd.—[No documents of in- 
terest. ] 


SUBSIDY FROM SHENSI AND KANSU FOR 
RELIEF OF DISTRESS IN HONAN. 

November 24th.—The Governor General 
of Shensi and Kansu remarks on the exceed- 
ing amount of distress during the past year 
in scores of towns throughout Honan, Anhui 
and Northern Kiangsu by reason of the 
floods from the Yellow River. Their Majes- 
ties the Empress and the Emperor have time 
and again poured forth their bounty on the 
sufferers ; and the high authorities in the 
provinces have earnestly endeavoured to 
afford relief to those in difficulties. But as 
time goes on contributions have begun to fail 
and funds to become exhausted. The 
Memorialist therefore, being the ruler’ of 
the closely adjacent province of Shensi, 
cannot endure to sit and look idly on. He 
has consulted with the officers of the Kansu 
and Shensi Treasury Departments, and he 
finds that he has certain accumulated funds, 
the savings of prosperous years set apart to 
meet seasons of distress in those two pro- 
vinces. Fortunately the harvests have been 
fairly good of late and there is no great 
amount of want among the people. He 
therefore proposes to furnish out of these 
savings a subvention of Tls. 600,000, half 
from Shensi and half from Kansu, for the 
immediate relief of the destitute in Honan, 
Anhui, and Kiangsu, leaving the question 
of repayment to be settled at a future time. 
But feeling doubt as to where he had best 
send the portions of the subvention for the 
distant provinces of Anhui and Kiangsu, he 
proposes to remit the whole to Ni Wén-wei, 
Governor of Honan, and Wu Ta-ch‘éng, 
Director General of the Yellow River. These 
two officers being natives, the one of Anhui 
and the other of Kiangsu, will not fail to 
take good care of the interests of their 
fellow provincials. At the same time, in 
order to prevent delay, he prays that the 
Board of Revenue may be ordered to send 
telegrams to the high authorities of Anhui 
and Kiangsu, directing them each to de- 
spatch an officer to Honan to take posses- 
sion of the share of the money which may 
be destined for them. 

The Emperor’s Rescript expresses His 
Majesty’s high approbation of the Memo- 
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rialist’s proposal, and directs the Board to 
report at once on the division and the 
remitting of the money. 


SUBSIDIES FOR MILITARY EXPENSES IN 
KANSU. 


November 25th.—(1) The Shensi and 
Kansu Governor-General refers to the sub- 
sidies which are sent annually to Kansu 
from other provinces for the support of the 
army stationed in the northwest, inside and 
outside the Great Wall. The amount of 
the subsidy for last year was fixed by the 
Board of Revenue at Tis. 4,800,000; the 
whole of which sum has since been received 
from the provinces ordered to furnish it. 
The Memorialist therefore prays, in ac- 
cordance with precedent, that some reward 
may be conferred on the officers in charge 
of the financial department of each of the 
provinces concerned. 


GINSENG FROM KIRIN FOR THE PALACE. 


(2) Last winter, when sending a parcel 
of ginseng to Peking for the use of His 
Majesty, the Governor of Kirin stated that 
the season for collecting the root was past, 
and he would give orders for a further 
quantity to be procured as soon as the sum- 
mer arrived. The officer whom the Memo- 
Tialist entrusted with the task now reports 
that he has succeeded in obtaining six large, 
eight medium, and eight small roots of wild 
ginseng, weighing together nine ounces 
and nine tenths, all of first class quality. 
The money expended in procuring them 
amounts to seventeen hnndred and eleven 
ounces of silver, which sum the Memorialist 
has drawn from the ginseng likin office. 
The ginseng has been packed up and 
despatched to Peking, and orders have 
been issued to the effect that a further 
quantity be procured as soon as possible. 


CHARITABLE DONATIONS OF A THOUSAND 
TAELS,. 


(3) If any person subscribes a sum of one 
thousand taels or more for the relief of dis- 
tress, there is a law directing that an appli- 
cation be made to the throne for permission 
to erect in his honour a memorial arch, on 
which shall be inscribed the words ‘ bene- 
volent and charitable.’ Thirty taels are 
giver. by the local authorities to the person 
concerned, and he himself erects the monu- 
ment. An official in Szechuen, named Kuo 
Kuang-han, has now contributed a sum of 
one thousand taels for the relief of the suf- 
ferers from the Yellow River floods, saying 
that he gives the money in accordance with 
the will of his deceased father. The Gover- 
nor-General of Szechuen therefore requests 
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that he may be granted a monument in 
accordance with the law. Also, another 
inhabitant of the same province presented 
a similar sum three years ago for the relief of 
the people of Ta-chu Hsien, who were suf- 
fering from a failure of the harvest. This 
money was subscribed by the orders of his 
father and mother ; and it is requested that 
@ memorial arch with the proper inscription 
may likewise be granted in their honour. 


DONATION OF MILLET STALKS FOR YELLOW 
RIVER. 


November 26th.—The Governor of Ho- 


" nan states that the Magistrate of Yu-yaug 


Hsien has presented the government with 
twenty thousand bundles of millet stalks 
for the repairs of the Yellow River en:bank- 
ment in Honan. A decree was issued last 
year saying that if officials contributed ma- 
terials for use in these repairs, the pecuniary 
value of their gift should be calculated, and 
they should receive the same reward as 
they would have had fora donationof money 
to the said amount. The official price of 
millet stalks being Tls. 0.0.2.7 per bundle, the 
gift above mentioned is considered as the 
equivalent of Tls. 54.0. The Memorialist 
therefore recommends the donor for the 
receipt of such a reward as would be due 
to the giver of that sum. 


YUNNAN. SUPPRESSION OF A RISING IN 
‘ CHAO-T‘UNG, 


November 27th.—(1) Six years ago an 
attack was made on the city of Chao-t‘ung 
by a band of marauders. The attempt . 
however was defeated and the leader of the 
band killed. Near the end of last year a 
man named Huang Ting-an, who had been 
concerned in the previous affair, collected 
a body of desperadoes with the object of 
rising against the authorities and revenging 
the death of his old leader. News of the 
intended outbreak having reached the local 
officials, a mixed body of suldiers and 
police set out during the night and sur- 
rounded the place where the insurgents 
were assembled. The latter refused to 
yield and defended themselves with de- 
sperate courage wounding one soldier and 
one of the police. At length the com- 
mander of the soldiers announced that 
only the principal offenders should be 
seized, and the remainder should be let 
go. The insurgents thereupon broke and 
ran for their lives, all escaping into the 
hills, except Huang Ting-an and three 
others of the leaders, who were takén and 
carried into the city. The prisoners were 
examined by the local authorities and con- 
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fessed to their having organised the pre- 
sent outbreak and also to their having 
been connected with the former one. But 
before the proceedings were terminated, 
rumours began to pervade the city to the 
effect that the friends of the prisoners were 
secretly entering the place with the object 
of breaking into the prison and rescuing 
them. The story was in everybody’s mouth 
and the greatest consternation prevailed. 
The danger being thus imminent, the 
Prefect and the Magistrate ordered the 
prisoners to be executed and their heads to 
be publicly exposed, by which act general 
tranquillity was at once restored. 

In reporting the above case, the high 
authorities of Yiinnan request that the 
officers concerned may be rewarded in 
accordance with the law which permits the 
bestowal of honours for the suppression of 
banditti. 


A LITERARY GRADUATE RESTORED 
1 TO HIS RANK. 


(2) According to a memorial presented 
by the Governor of Yunnan, some time 
ago, a Provincial Graduate of Hsin-ping 
Hsin, named Cheng Te-pin, was charged 
with having assembled a crowd and beaten 
and robbed one T‘ao Jung. As the 
explanation given by the defendant. was 
not satisfactory, permission was obtained 
from the throne to strip him temporarily 
of his. literary rank and examine him 
as an ordinary person. After that the 
true facts of the case were elicited. It 
appears that the graduate was manager of a 
salt shop and excise officer for the sur- 
rounding district. One day a number of 
horses were carrying salt belonging to the 
cumplainant, T‘ao Jung, and licensed for 
sale in another part of the country. The 
nan in charge of one of the horses made a 
mistake in the road and entered the district 
which was under the supervision of the 
graduate. Some of the latter’s servants, 
thinking thatthe man was trying to smuggle, 
went in pursuit, and seized not only him 
and his horse, but also the other horses 
which had not crossed the district boundary. 
The authorities weresatisfied thatthe charge 
of robbery and vivlence was unfounded, 
and further that the men who seized the salt 
had not intentionally been permitted to 
pass beyond the district frontier. It is 
therefore requested by the Memorialist that 
Cheng Te-pin may be restored to his rank 
of literary graduate. Granted. 


AN OFFICIAL ASSAULTED BY ANOTHER. 


November 28th.—The Governor of Shan- 
tung reports the sentences he has passed in 


Google 


171 


a case of quarrelling and fighting between 
persons of official rank. A military gra- 
duate (Chii-jen) of Ting-t‘ao Hsien, Chao- 
Chen-kuo by name, sold a piece of land to 
a small official, Tseng Hsien-chen. Not 
being able to obtain payment he brought 
an action for the money due. The case was 
heard by the Taotai, and judgment given. 
But ill-feeling still rankled in the creditor’s 
breast ; and happening one day tu pass 
by the other man’s door, he began to 
abuse him in unmeasured terms. The 
debtor, Tseng Hsien-chen, had a cousin, 
Tseng Hsien-yu, who held a Han-lin 
Doctor’s Degree, a distinction conferred 
only on the descendants of the sages of 
antiquity. The Doctor came out of the 
house and commenced first an altercation 
and then a fight with Chao Chen-kuo. 
Under his orders the debtor, Tseng Hsien- 
chen, also assaulted the graduate Chao, 
wounded him in the region of the buttocks, 
tied his hands, and poured filth into his 
mouth. The proceding was terminated by 
the arrival of a police officer who happened 
to pass by on duty and persuaded the 
parties to separate. Next the Doctor went 
to Duke Yen-sheng, the descendant of 
Confucius, and complained that the lock on 
the door of his ancestral temple had been 
broken by the graduate Chao. The latter 
was arrested by the Taotai’s orders and the 
case heard by the Magistrate. The Magis- 
trate visited the temple himself and found. 
the lock undamaged. On the other hand, 
he examined and noted the wounds in- 
flicted on the graduate’s person. The 
parties were then brcught before the 
Taotai, who sharply rebuked the Doctor 
and his cousin. But the graduate, Chao, 
was not content to let the matter rest and 
appealed to the higher authorities. In his 
petition, in order to gain a hearing, he 
inserted a great deal that was not true about 
undue influence, bribery, and illegal punish- 
ments. When the case was heard again, the 
two Tsengs, the Doctor and his cousin, 
hung their heads and humbly admitted 
their fault ; but the graduate, desiring to 
make the most of the matter and get revenge 
on his enemies, pretended to have been 
driven out of his mind by the ill-treatment 
to which he had been subjected. He made 
agreat disturbance in Court; and it was. 
not till he had been admonished more 
than once that he would consent either 
to plead or answer. The Memorialist 
regards the Doctor as the principal offender 
in the ill-treatment of the graduate ; and 
passing over the assault and the false accus- 
ation as lesser offences, he sentences him 
to receive a-hundred blows for pouring 





filth into a man’s mouth. The graduate, 
who brought on the trouble by abusing the 
debtor, and who was also guilty of contempt 
of Court at the final hearing, is condemned 
to the same punishment as his assailant, 
But, in each case, as they are officials, 
they will be stripped of their rank instead 
of receiving the actual flogging. The other 
Tseng, the debtor. is condemned to receive 
ninety blows, that is one degree less punish- 
ment than his cousin by whose orders he 
acted. The penalty he will be allowed to 
commute for a fine of money. Finally the 
memorialist notes that as the case concerns 
a descendant of one of the sages, he has 
communicated on the subject with the 
Board of Ceremonies as well as with the 
Board of Punishments. Referred by Re- 
script to the two Boards for their reports. 


yf INSURRECTION AT CHANG-HUA IN FORMOSA. 


Nov. 29th.—The Governor of Formosa 
reports the suppression of a serious insur- 
rection in the district of Chang-hua on the 
west coast of the island. At the beginning 
of October the Magistrate of Chang-hua 
telegraphed to the Governor that the Salt 
Office at Lok-kong had been pillaged by 
several hundred men and an attack on 
Chang-hua itself was threatened. The 
news came at an inconvenient moment ; 
for not only were the greater part of 
the Memorialist’s troops far away on the 
east coast, but even the force specially 
belonging to Chang-hua_ was _ partly 
occupied with keeping order among the 
savages in the mountains, and most of the 
remainder of it had been marched into the 
neighbouring district of Kagee because 
trouble was apprehended there. The local 
regiments were at once ordered to hurry 
to the rescue, a small force was despatched 
from Kelung, several battalions were re- 
called from Pelam, and a request for aid 
was telegraphed to the Governor-General 
at Foochow. In the meantime the town 
was invested and the telegraph wires cut. 
But the Magistrate inside raised a force 
of some hundred men to aid the re- 
gulars in manning the walls, and so pre- 
vented the immediate loss of the town. 
The first who endeavoured to bring assist- 
ance was General Chu at Kagee. He set 
forth at the head of three hundred men, 
but was attacked on the way by superior 
numbers. His ammunition gave out, and 
he himself was wounded ; but he continued 
still to fight gallantly till he was killed. 
More than a third of his men shared his 
fate, and the remainder effected their escape 
into the town. Lin Ch‘ao-tung, the next 
to attempt the relief of Chang-hua, met 
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with better fortune than General Chu. 
He emerged from the mountains with his 
regular troops and eighteen hundred men 
enlisted in the neighbourhood at the 
moment. He advanced during the night 
with such silence that his approach was not 
noticed by the insurgents, who were engaged 
in assaulting the city. Towards dawn he 
fell upon them unawares. His friends 
within the walls poured out from the gates 
to assist him. A junction of forces was 
effected and the siege was raised. The 
main body of the rebels, at least three 
thousand strong, still remained encamped 
in the immediate neighbourhood. After a 
few days a general attack was made upon 
them by the imperialist furces. There was 
some hard fighting ; but finally the rebels 
were completely routed and scattered. 
Forty-one of them were killed, and eight 
were taken prisoners and executed. The 
troops engaged lostseventeen men killed and 
wounded. It only remained to disperse the 
rebels congregated in sixty-six villagesonthe 
coast, and to send troops in pursuit of the 
principal insurgent chiefs, who had kept 
together, with a few hundred followers. 
But on the approach of the soldiers the 
retired precipitately and were lost sight of. . 
Rewards, however, have been offered for 
their capture. Since then the Memorialist 
has received a petition from the principal 
gentry in the neighbourhood of Chang-hua. 
They declare that the insurrection was 
caused by the conduct of the Magistrate, 
who was 4 man of an obstinate disposition, 
and had completely lost the affection of the 
people. He had incurred great odium in 
connection with the land survey, not having 
kept proper control over his subordinates 
and having allowed them to be guilty of 
great extortion. His unpopularity was 
shown by the fact that though the 
body of insurgents who commenced the 
siege of the town did not amount to a thou- 
sand men, in three days they had grown 
into a force of between five or six thousand. 
The Memorialist had previously been ad- 
vised by the Provincia! Treasurer to with- 
draw the Magistrate front his post ; but 
he had been prevented by the dearth of 
competent men from complying imme- 
diately with the suggestion. It should be 
remarked in favour of the Magistrate that . 
after the commencement of the trouble, he 
defended the town with great gallantry and 
success. Nevertheless the Memorialist has 
withdrawn him from his pust, and will hold: 
an enquiry into his conduct, when his merits 
and demerits will be fairly considered. 

November 30th.—[No documents of im- 
portance]. 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS FROM TURKESTAN FOR THE 
REPAIR OF THE BREACH IN THE 
YELLOW RIVER, 


December 1st.—The Governor of Chinese 
Turkestan acknowledges the receipt of a 
despatch from the Board of Revenue 
forwarding him a copy of the regulations 
under which the sale of official rank was to 
be conducted in order to procure funds for 
the repair of the breach in the Yellow 
River. The system was to remain in force 
fur one year, and periodical reports were 
to be forwarded of the number of titles 
disposed of and the proceeds resulting from 
the sale. The Governor remarks that 
Turkestan being on the extreme limits of 
the Empire contains but few of the literary 
class, and these for the most part only 
temporary residents and not natives of the 
province. During the four months in 
which the system has been in operation 
only forty titles have been sold, realizing a 
sum of Ts, 9,811.5.4, which is retained in 
the Treasury pending the receipt of the 
Board’s instructions as to its disposal. 
Provisional certificates have been issued to 
the forty applicants, and a memorandum 
giving their ages, describing their appear- 
ance, and’ recording the history of their 
family for three generations forms an 
enclosure in this despatch. 


PUNISHMENT OF ESCAPED CONVICTS IN 
TURKESTAN. 


(2) The Governor of Turkestan solicits 
instructions as to the punishment to be in- 
ficted on convicts who make their escape 
from the province, where they were sent 
to reclaim the land and assist in a scheme 
of colonization. Some three years ago it 
was decided that malefactors from Chihli, 
Shantung, and five other provinces, whose 
punishment had been reduced from strang- 
ulation to banishment, should be sent to 
assist in bringing the waste land under 
cultivation and to replenish the population 
which had been greatly thinned by the re- 
bellion. The convicts from all the provinces 
started together for their destination, 
and owing to their numbers and their 
unruly character, great trouble was often 
experienced in keeping them in order dur- 
ing the journey. In a Memorial written two 
years ago the Governor pointed out that 
not more than ten or twenty per cent. of 
all the convicts arriving in the province 
brought families with them, and asked that 
in all cases where the convicts were mar- 
ried, the authorities should require their 
wives and families to accompany them into 
banishment. The Board in reply stated 
that their original intention in sending 
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convicts to Turkestan had been to secure 
their settling down with their families and 
devoting all their labour to the cultivation 
of the soil. By these means it was thought 
that the country would in time become 
populous and prosperous. If single men 
were sent, the object of developing the 
resources of the country would be en- 
tirely defeated. As, therefore, it was 
found that the system of sending un- 
married convicts created disturbances on 
the way, and failed to provide permanent 
settlers for the proviuce, the Board 
decided that no more of them should be 
sent, and that married convicts should in 
every case be compelled to take their 
families with them. Unfortunately, how- 
ever, the scheme of colonization contem- 
plated by the Board is still partially frus- 
trated by the frequent escape of convicts. 
This was at first confined to convicts who, 
having engaged in small trade, had strayed 
away into other parts, and had been lost 
sight of, but in course of time even thase 
who had settled as cultivators of the land 
likewise disappeared in considerable num- 
bers. This was all the more surprising as 
in many cases they had been settled in 
comfortable houses and had received liberal 
grants of oxen, seed, and agricultural im- 
plements from the Government. The only 
explanation that can be found for their con- 
duct is the innate idleness and thriftlessness 
of this class of persons, especially when 
they have no family ties to bind them to 
their new surroundings. The existing laws 
contain no special provision for the punish- 
ment of convict settlers who make their 
escape, and the Governor now asks for 
authority to enable him to pass sentences 
of hard labour upon fugitive convicts who 
may be arrested within his own jurisdiction. 
He at the same time solicits the Board’s 
instructions as to the punishment of those 
who may have escaped to China Proper and 
there fallen into the hands of the autho- 
rities.—Referred to the consideration of 
the Board. 

REPORT BY THE GOVERNOR OF KIANGSI ON 
THE PRICE OF GRAIN AND THE STATE 
OF THE HARVEST. 

(3) In forwarding a report on the above 
subject for the 8th month of the present 
year, Té-hsing states that the price of cereals 
throughout the 14 prefectures and depart- 
ments in the province was much the same 
as in the previous month, and that the 
rainfall had been pretty evenly distributed. 
In four districts, however, there had been 
severe floods, with considerable destruction 
to crops, while the Magistrate of An-fu 
reported a want of rain and a deficient 
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harvest. In the Jui-ch‘ang district there 
had been severe floods in the seventh moon, 
in which eleven lives had been lost and 
over 1,100 houses swept away. In another 
village 45 houses had been destroyed, and 
the country around had been covered with 
sand and débris. The Taotai of Kiukiang 
had raised a sum of Tls. 300 which was 
being distributed for the relief of the 
sufferers. 


CHANGE OF TAOTAI AT AKSU. 


(4) Huang Kuang-ta, the Taotai of Aksu, 
having retired in mourning, his place has 
been temporarily taken by Ch‘én Ming-yu, 
the Prefect of Ti-hua, an officer who is 
described as possessed of administrative 
talent and zeal for the interests of the 
people. 

APPOINTMENTS. 


December 2nd.—T‘uny-hua having been 
granted leave, Liao Shou-héng takes his 
place as acting Vice-President of the Board 
‘of Ceremonies, while Hsii Shu-ming suc- 
ceeds the latter as Junior Vice-President 
or the Board of Works and Master of the 
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SUBSIDIES TO KUEICHOW. 


The Governor of Kueichow acknowledges 
the receipt of the following sums which 
have been sent to supplement the pro- 
vincial exchequer from other provinces. 
Tis. 42,500 from the salt revenue of Sze- 
chuan, Tls. :3,750 from Kiangsu, 
Tls. 20,000 from Kuangtung, making a 
total of Tls. 66,250 which represents the 
subsidies derived from other provinces dur- 
ing the eighth month of the present year. 


ESCAPE OF A CONVICT. 


December 3rd.—T‘o-lun-pu having re- 
ported that Tien Fu-chih, formerly a Cap- 
tain in the army who was degraded and 
banished, has contrived to make his escape, 
orders have been issued to the Metropoli- 
tan authorities and to the Governor of 
Kuangsi, of which province the fugitive is 
a native, to take active measures for secur- 
ing his arrest and punishment. . 


ERECTION OF IRON FOUNDRIES IM KUEICHOW. 


December 4th.—Some time ago P‘au-lu, 
the Director of the Nanking Arsenal, was 
commissioned to procure from abroad the 
requisite machinery for the establishment 
of a foundry for smelting iron in Kueichow. 
The machinery, which weighed 1,780 tons 
came to Shanghai in three separate con- 
signments, whence it was forwarded by 
boat to Nanking. Owing to the rapids and 
shallows in the river between Ch‘ang-té in 
Hunan and its destination, it had to be 
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placed on frames and transhipped piece by 
piece. The first consignment reached its 
destination early in the eighth month of the 
present year, and the remainder followed 
closely afterwards. A number of workmen 
and artisans accompanied it, and arrange- 
ments having been made for putting it toge- - 
ther and setting it up at once, itis expected. 
that the furnaces will be in working order 
within the year. The undertaking being 
on a very large scale, the funds raised 
by the issue of shares have not yet sufficed 
to cover the expenditure, and the Governor 
has been asked to take steps to meet the 
urgent demand which exists for more 
money. Kueichow, the Governor explains, 
is one of the very poorest provinces, and 
its only natural production is iron. Accord- 
ingly permission was obtained from the 
Throne for sending officers abroad to pro- 
cure machinery for establishing a smelting 
furnace in the Ch‘ing district, within the 
prefecture of Chen-yiian, and thus develop 
the only resource the province possesses. 
The great difficulty of inaugurating such 
an enterprise is shown by the fact that two 
years have elapsed before the machinery 
could be procured from abroad. It has 
now, however, arrived and been put up, 
and the greatest part of the difficulty is 
over, the quality of the coal and iron 
obtained in the district is excellent, and 
the seams in the hills are exceedingly rich. 
The only drawback experienced has been 
the difficulty of raising the money at once 
by shares, which is no doubt due to the fact 
that the mercantile classes have suffered 
severely in the past from the insecurity 
attaching to scrip issued by similar com- 
panies, and will not be enthusiastic in 
subscribing to the present undertaking 
until they see the furnaces actually at 
work, and the iron turned out. The 
purchase of the machinery, the erection of 
the buildings and other expenses have 
hitherto been defrayed by loans contracted 
from merchants, or by temporary appro- 
priations from the likin revenue, to be 
repaid on the receipt of the money from the 
shares, which, it is expected, will shortly be 
forthcoming now that there is every prospect 
of the foundries being in full operation 
before the end of the year. 


MILITARY INSPECTION OF TROOPS BY NEW 
RESIDENT IN TIBET. 

December 5th.—Shéng-t‘ai, the new Re 
sident in Tibet, reports the result of 
reviews of the Chinese and native forces 
which have been held by himself and his 
predecessor in office. According to pre- 
scribed rule, the Chinese and native troops 
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in Eastern Tibet ought to be inspected 
twice a year, once in Spring and once in 
Autumn, the troops from Tamu (Dam) 
being ordered to Tibet to take part in the 
latter inspection. The inspection of the 
Thibetan forces could not be accom- 
plished at the usual time last Spring, 
and the late Resident had just completed 
on the 13th April last the review of the 
Chinese troops when he received the 
Imperial Decree announcing his degrada- 
tion. He had not time to report to the 
Throne on the result of the inspection, and 
the duty consequently devolved upon the 
Memorialist, who did not arrive in Tibet 
until the Autumn review was close at 
hand. Accordingly, shortly after his 
arrival, Memorialist held a review on the 
2nd of September of the Chinese troops in 
the province, as also the Tamu forces, 
which had been specially called up for the 
purpose. They marched with great precision 
and showed great proficiency in volley 
firing and in sword, shield, and spear prac- 
tice. In archery and target practice there 
were various degrees of skill displayed, but 
the average exceeded seventy per cent. Me- 
morialist placed the most successful on the 
list for promotion, and encouraged others by 
presents of silk, satin, medals, pouches, and 
penknives, while a few who failed to come 
up to the requisite standard were severely 
reprimanded. The commandants of the 
forces in Tibet, as well as the Colonel of 
Tamu, were earnestly urged to continue 
with redoubled zeal the drill of the troops 
so that they might form a strong, well-dis- 
ciplined and united force. The troops of 
the three encampments in Ulterior Tibet 
ought properly to be inspected by Memori- 
alist in person, but as frontier questions 
prevent him from leaving his post and going 
to a distance at present, he has appvinted a 
day for the review, and deputed officers on 
the spot to conduct it on his behalf. 


MOVEMENTS OF THE DALAI LAMA. 


(2) Each summer the Dalai Lama removes 
his residence to Lo-pu-ling-kang, whence 
he returns at the beginning of winter to his 
palace at Potola. Shéng-t‘ai now reports 
that he returned to Potola on the Ist of 
October last. and that he himself paid him 
a visit on the Sth. The Dalai Lama, 
Memorialist noticed, looked somewhat pale 
and reduced, but in conversation he was 
calm and collected. Memorialist earnestly 
impressed upon the head abbot and the 
Sén-péng and the Sui-péng Lamas the im- 
portance of carefully attending upon him 
and restoring him to his former condition 
of health. 
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DEGRADATION OF BRIGADIER-GENERAL AT 
T‘AI-YUAN FU. 

December 6th.—(1) Kang-yi, the Gover- 
nor of Shansi, having denounced Ho Ming- 
kao, the Brigadier-General of T‘ai-yuan 
Fu, for embezzlement of public funds, 
favouritism, and general corruption, the 
latter has been degraded and Lin Ch‘éng- 
hsing has been appointed to succeed him in 


' the command. 


DELAY IN ASSUMING OFFICE. 

(2) The same Memorialist, having re- 
presented that Chang Shu-p‘ing who re- 
cently received the appointment of Bri- 
gadier-General at Ta-t‘ung had not yet 
arrived in the province, although his leave 
of absence had expired, the Governor of 
Anhui has been ordered to direct him to 
proceed to his post without delay. 


ASSUMPTION OF OFFICE, 


(3) Wang Yii-tsao, recently Chief Justice 
at Canton, announces his assumption of 
office as Lieutenant-Governor of Shantung, 
and Fu-jun, who has been acting in that 
capacity for some time past, reports his 
return to his own post of Judicial Com- 
missioner of the province. 


EXPENDITURE OF THE IMPERIAL FACTORY 
AT SOOCHOW. 

The Imperial Factory at Soochow was 
formerly granted a yearly allowance from 
the surplus revenue of the Hu Shui Customs 
of Tls. 30,000 a year, with Tls. 2,500 extra 
for intercalary months, to cover the expen- 
diture upon stuffs supplied to the Imperial 
Household. The Customs receipts having 
proved insufficient for the purpose, permis- 
sion was received to draw the amount 
annually from the Treasury of the Lieute- 
nant-Governor at Soochow. The Superin- 
tendent of the Factory reports that the 
cost of material supplied during the year 
ending the 1st of April last amounted to 
Tls. 33,076.1.3.4, the cost of packing and 
carriage Tls. 2,534,7.3.8, and there was a 
defieit from the previous year of Ts. 
2,726.6.9.5. making a total T1s,'38, 337.5.6.7. 
The receipts for the present year being 
Tls. 32,500, there is still a deficit of 
Tls. 5,837.5.6.7 to be carried on to the 
succeeding year’ . 


RESTORATION OF BARRACKS AT JEHO. 


The barracks at Jeho having been swept 
away by a flood two years ago, the Viceroy 
of Chihli was ordered to provide for re- 
building them a sum of Tls. 50,000, which 
his province had owed to the Treasury of 
the Taotai at Jeho for over 30 years. 
Remittances amounting to Tls. 40,000, 


were forwarded by the Financial Commis- 
sioner of the province, and a sum of Tis. 
37,613.1.6 has been spent in restoring 1,118 
chien of the dilapidated buildings. There 
being no funds available for the repair of 
the remainder, an urgent request has been 
addressed to the Chihli authorities to secure 
payment of the balance of the debt. 


APPOINTMENT. 
December 7th.—(1) Hsia Tsung-yi is 
gazetted Grain Intendant of Hupei. 
FUNDS FOR THE RELIEF OF SUFFERERS FROM 
FLOODS IN SHANTUNG. 


(2) The Governor of Shantung states that 
he is in receipt of reports from the district 
officers of Nin Chou, Kao-yiian, Po-hsing, 
Lé-an and Tung,-p‘ing showing that con- 
siderable distress prevails on account of the 
devastation caused by the recent floods. 
The funds of the relief agencies have been 
almost entirely exhausted, and the provin- 
cial treasury is empty, but something must be 
done without delay to meet the emergency. 
The province has already forwarded to 
Peking the fixed subsidy for the year of Tls. 
400,000 but a further call for Tls. 50,000 has 
been made by the Board of Revenue. The 
Governor proposes that this latter sum 
should be retained in the province for 
relief purposes, and his request has been 
granted by Imperial Rescript. 

SACRIFICES TO DECEASED SAINT. 


The Military Lieutenant-Governor of 
Ch‘ahar reports having started from Kal- 
gan on the 21st November last for Dolon- 
nor, where he had been commanded to 
perform sacrifices to the spirit of a Mongol 
saint, recently deceased. 

STATE OF EDUCATION IN SHANSI. 

December 8th.—(1) The Chancellor of 
Shansi, in reporting his arrival at his post, 
states that the literary reputation of the 
province has greatly diminished since the 
famine by which the country was ravaged 
some time ago for several years in succession. 
The people have fallen into a state of apathy 
with regard to study and education, and it 
will require his most strenuous efforts to 
reawaken and stimulate them. 

CONTRIBUTIONS FROM YUNAN FOR YELLOW 
RIVER. 


(2) The Viceroy and Governor of Yiin- 
nan report the receipt of Tls. 2,422, con- 
tributed in that province during the fifth 
and sixth months of this year for the repairs 
of the Yellow River embankment in Honan. 
These contributions have been given by 
persons desirous of procuring rank or titles, 
in accordance with the instructions recently 
issued on the subject. The ‘donors are 
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seventeen in number. Five of them wish 
to receive real official rank, one an hono- 
rary title, and eleven the degree of literary 
licentiate. , 


FAILURE OF CROPS IN SHANSI. 


December 9th.—The Governor of Shansi 
reports that no less than twenty-one dis- 
tricts in his province are suffering from a 
deficiency in the harvest. The causes of 
the calamity vary much in the different 
districts. Chief of all is drought in the 
early summer. After this the heavy rains 
in the latter part of the summer caused in- 
undations. In some places, also, nothing 
could be sown, because the floods of last 
year still covered the ground. In others 
the crops were destroyed by hail, or the 
land had become impregnated with soda 
and rendered unfertile. The Prefecture 
of Ta-t‘ung Fu, immediately to the south 
of the Great Wall, together with portions 
of the adjacent prefectures, form the 
principal tract of country in which drought 
occurred. But isolated districts in other 
parts of the province are mentioned as 
having suffered in the same way. The 
destructive hail storms were not confined to 
any one portion of the province, but fell in 
various localities from the south to the ex- 
treme north. The worst floods were caused 
by the Fen River in the neighbourhood of 
the provincial capital. No villages were 
washed away, nor was there any loss of hu- 
man life. Wherever the suffering is compa- 
ratively light, the district authorities will 
furnish relief as required from their local 
resources. Where it is more severe, corn 
will be issued irom the government grana- 
ries. If these cannot supply sufficient food, 
the provincial treasury will be called upon 
to provide funds. The questions of remis- 
sion of taxation or postponement of its 
collection will be made the subject of a 
careful enquiry. Injury has also been 
caused by hail to the crops in a portion of 
the country round Sui-yuan Ch‘eng, close 
to the town of Kuei-hua Chéng on the 
Mongolian plateau. This will be dealt with 
by the Tartar General at Sui-yuan.—Ap- 
proved by Rescript. 


WITHDRAWAL OF AN OFFICIAL BECAUSE OF 
RELATIONSHIP, 


December 10th.—According to 2 Memo- 
rial presented by the Governor of Hunan, 
there is at present in that province an 
expectant Taotai, Yun Yii-pin, who some 
time ago allowed his second son to: be 
adopted as the child of one of his cousins. 
The said son was afterwards marvied to the 
daughter of one Chuang Keng-liang, who 
is also an expectant Taotai in Hunan, and 
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who was stationed in the province at an 
earlier date than the young man’s real 
father, Yun Yii-pin. According to the rules 
of the government service, if the young 
man had remained the son of Yun Yii-pin 
and had not been given in adoption to 
another person, it would undoubtedly be 
be necessary that Yuan Yii-pin should be 
transferred to another district. But as the 
rules were silent as to what should be done 
in cases where a son had been given away 
in adoption, the late Governor of the 
Province wrote to the Board of Civil 
Office at Peking and requested it to give 
a decision on the point. The Board repli- 
ed that the rule still applied, and Yun 
Yii-pin should be transferred elsewhere. 
The Memorialist begs to represent that 
when he formerly was in charge of the 
rovince of Hunan, he was acquainted with 
Fun Yii-pin and found him an officer of 
unusual ability, whom he could entrust 
with the transaction of matters of difficulty. 
As he is now, on returning to Hunan, in 
great want of capable assistants, and as 
neither of the two officers holds a substan- 
tive appointment, he suggests that he 
should be allowed to retain Yun Yi-pin till 
Chuang Keng-liang, the senior of the two, 
obtains an actual post as Taotai, When 


that happens, Yun Yii-pin will necessarily. 


be transferred.—Sanctioned. 
DEGREES GRANTED TO AGED CANDIDATES. 


December 11th.—A Memorial presented 
by the Governor of Shantung states that it 
is the custom for the Emperor, under 
certain circumstances, to grant the degree 
of Provincial Graduate to aged candidates 
who have been unsuccessful in the examina- 
tion. The persons to whom this favour is 


accorded must be not less than eighty or- 


ninety years of ago, and must have pre- 
sented themselves at the triennial exmina- 
tion not less than three times. Among the 
candidates who were examined this autumn 
there were seven of the age of ninety and 
twelve of eighty years and more, all of 
whom have fulfilled the conditions mention- 
ed above. The Memorialist, moreover, 
has had their essays examined, and finds 
them to be both lucid and coherent. He 
therefore requests that the Emperor will 
be pleased to csnfer the desired degree on 
these aged scholars. 

The succeeding Memorial in the same 
Gazette is presented by the Governor of 
Yiinnan, who states that at the recent 
examinations in that province there were 
two candidates over eighty years of age who 
had appeared before the examiners three 
times, and whose compositions were found 
tobe meritorious. He therefore makes the 
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same request on their behalf. The Empe- 
ror’s Rescript orders both Memorials to be 
handed to the Board of Ceremonies for its 
report thereon. 


ESCAPE OF A PRISONER FROM MONGOLIA. 

December 12th.—_(1) T‘olunpu reports 
the disappearance of an officer who had 
been sent to serve on the post roads in 
Mongolia. The fugitive is a native of 
Kuangsi and was formerly a Captain in the 
army. But he was cashiered for some 
offence not stated and sent to serve ata 
post station. A description of his person 
has been forwarded to the high authorities 
of the neighbouring provinces of Chihli 
and Shansi, and to the Lieutenant-General 
at Jeho. It is further requested that the 
Governor of Kuangsi may be instructed to 
institute a search for the missing man to 
the neighbourhood of his home in that 
province. 

TESTING THE CAPACITY OF A NEW OFFICIAL. 

(2) The Governor of Shensi reports that 
in the early part of last summer there arrived 
in the province «n officer named Ko Wei- 
k‘un, who had been appointed in Peking to 
the post of Magistrate at Ho Hsien in 
Shensi. As the newcomer was not acquaint- 
ed with local affairs, by the Emperor’s per- 
mission he was retained for a short time 
under supervision at the provincial capital. 
The following month he was attached on 
probation to the local court of justice. 
There he has given great satisfaction both 
by the justice of his decisions and his atten- 
tion to public business. It is therefore 
proposed to allow him without further delay 
to take up the post to which he was origin- 
ally appointed.— Approved. 

GUARDHOUSES AT WESTERN TOMBS. 

(3) At the end of last October the remains 
of the Lady Ch‘eng apparently a secondary 
Consort of the Emperor Tao Kuang, were 
transported to the Western Tombs and 
placed temporarily in a hall attached to the 
Mausoleum of the late Empress of Tao 
Kuang. A detachment of twelve Tartar 
and twelve Chinese soldiers has been 
stationed at the Mausoleum as a guard of 
honour. -It is requested that on account of 
the coldness of the weather two houses may 
be built on either side of the gateway for 
the accommodation. of the guard, who have 
up to the present been encamped there in 
tents ; also that an allowance of eight tael 
cents per day may be given to each officer 
and man. In making these requests the 
Memoralists are following a precedent set 


. twenty years ago, when the coffin of 


another consort was temporarily placed in 
an apartment of the same Mausoleum.— 
Sanctioned. 
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AN APPEAL TO THE EMPEROR. 

December 13th.—The Governor of Sheng- 
ching reports the hearing by himself of a 
case which had been made the subject of 
an appeal to the Emperor in person. The 
appellant, who was a person holding 
official rank, was by occupation a farmer, 
and lived in the district of Ning-yuan 
Chou. Last year the crops in that part 
of the country were below average, and 
the appellant therefore determined to make 
an attempt to obtain a reduction in the 
land-tax. With this object he lodged a 
complaint against the clerks of the local 
land-tax department, accusing them of 
raising the rate of taxation in order to put 
money into their pockets. His complaint 
was carried to the Board of Revenue, who 
ordered it to be heard by the local autho- 
rities. Instead, however, of appearing before 
the local court to substantiate his charges, 
he went off to Peking and presented a 
petition to His Majesty the Emperor in 
person. According to the account of the 
case given by the Memorialist, Ning-yuan 
Chou contains about 450,000 mu of land 
assessed for taxatiou. Of this not quite 
one-half consists of private ground and 
the remainder of ‘‘ relinquished” lands, 
probably land ceded by Bannermen to Chi- 
nese. According to rules formerly esta- 
blished, the private land was required to pay 
an annual tax of two and a half tael cents, 
and four and two-thirds pints of ‘‘ granary” 
millet per mn; and the other lands paid 
three and a half pints of rice and nine and 
a third pints of beans, each of the kind that 
is sent to Peking. But in the country pro- 
ducing chiefly kao-liang, or sorghum, there 
was a difficulty in procuring the necessary 
quantity of millet and beans. The farmers, 
therefore, were allowed to pay their tax in 
money instead of in kind, the rate being 
annually fixed by the Magistrate according 
to the market price of the kinds of grain. 
But this gave dissatisfaction to the public on 
account of the constant variation in prices 
and rates of exchange; and complaints were 
lodged against the land-tax collectors, who 
were accused of raising the money value of 
the tax at their own pleasure. Therefore, in 
1876, the late Tartar General Ch‘ung-shih 
determined to do away at once with the 
cause of this grievance and also with the 
heavy charges made for conveying the grain 
to Peking. With this object he madea 
rule that in future every picul of millet 
due from the private lands should be com- 
muted for thirty-six strings of cash 
(local currency), and the millet and beans 
from the relinquished lands for thirty 
strings of similar cash. This regulation 
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was published and put in force and gave 
satisfaction down to the present day, when 
the attempt was made as above narrated 
to obtain an alteration in its terms. The 
appellant, on examination, acknowledged 
that this was the true state of the case. 
On the other hand the court which in- 
vestigated his charges was satisfied that 
he had acted with a bona fide desire to 
secure a reduction in the amount of tax- 
ation, and that it was not his object to 
make false charges against any one. It 
is therefore proposed that he should not 
be condemned to any further punish- 
ment than that to which:he is liable for 
stopping the Emperor’s chair in order to 
present a petition. This penalty is one 
hundred blows with the bamboo, and penal 
servitude on a near frontier.—Referred to 
the Board of Punishments. 


NEW WALLS FOR A TOWN NEAR MACAO. 

Dec. 14th.—The Governor-General at 
Canton reports that a gentleman named. 
Liu Yung-k’ang has offered with the as- 
sistance of his friends, so rebuild the walls 
of the town of Ch’ien-shan-chai close to 
Macao. Liu Yung-k‘ang is a native of said 
town, living in retirement but holding the 
rank of expectant Taotai. The existing 
walls are more than half fallen down and 
the area enclosed is not sufficient for the 
present number of inhabitants. It is there- 
fore proposed not only to build them anew, 
but to extend them so as to take in more 
ground. No demand will be made upon 
the Government for any part of the cost of . 
the work. 

The officers sent by the Memorialist to 
make enquiries about the proposed under- | 
taking state that Ch‘ien-shan-chai stands 
with a hill at the back of it on the north 
side ; on the south and west it approaches 
the sea; and on the east is a high road 
running to Macao. The new walls will 
measure 5,020 feet in length, or 1,420 feet 
more than before. The height of the walls 
will be eleven feet instead of from five to 
eight feet, except on the north side, where 
it will be ten feet. They will be made of 
concrete seven feet thick, on stone founda- 
tions, and will be surmounted by brick 
battlements three and a-half feet high. On 
the south and east there will be a ditch 
dug, twenty-six feet in width with bunded 
sides. There will be 11.2 mu of taxable 
land covered by the walls, 6.5 mu absorbed 
by the ditch, and 37 mu taken into the city. 
Of this 3.9 mu belong to other families and 
will be bought and paid for by Liu Yung- 
k‘ang. The land tax will be collected as 
before, and the ground enclosed in the 
town will continue to belong to its owners. 
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The estimated cost of the whole under- 
taking is above Tls. 40,000, which will be 
entirely borne by Liu Yung-k‘ang without 
even collecting contributions towards it. 
There appear to be no objections whatever 
to the scheme, which meets with the general 
approval of the people of the town. The 
Memorialist remarks that the town of 
Ch‘ien-shan-chai was built in the reign of 
T‘ien-ch‘i of the Ming dynasty (A.D. 1621- 
1627) It possesses naturally great strate- 
gical importance both as regards the sea 
and the land; and, as it is only three or 
four miles from Macao, existing circum- 
stances give it even additional consequence 
at the present day. The Memorialist pro- 
poses to have a list made of the donations 
of money and land given by members of the 
Liu family, and when the work is completed 
to ask His Majesty to be pleased to bestow 
rewards on them, as well as upon Liu Yung- 
k‘ang. 

OFFICERS RETAINED AT CANTON FOR CON- 

DUCT OF FOREIGN QUESTIONS. 


December 15th.—The Viceroy at Canton 
asks for permission to retain on his staff 
two officers who have given him great 
satisfaction and assistance in dealing with 
foreign questions. The first, Lu Wei Ch‘i, 
was for a number of years Foreign Customs 
Deputy at Ichang, and is qualified from his 
intimate knowledge of international matters 
for acting with judgment and discrimina- 
tion. Though he has been serving for two 
years at Canton he is still on the official 
list of the province of Hunan, where there 
is no foreign business whatever. To require 
him to return there would be wasting his 
talents in a sphere for which he is unsuited. 

Ts‘ai Kuo-chén, the second officer to 
whom the Viceroy’s application refers, was 
formerly a Secretary in the Legation at 
Washington, whence he returned about 
two years ago. At the Viceroy’s request 
he was temporarily retained at Canton, 
where his acquaintance with the Treaties, 
his knowledge of foreign matters, and his 
tact in discussing them, render him of 
much service in dealing with the compli- 
cated questions which continue to arise in 
greater number every year. Should this 
request be favourably entertained, both 
officers would be called upon to make good 
the fees payable on a transfer on promo- 
tion to another province.—Granted by 
Rescript. 

REMITTANCES FROM CANTON TO PEKING. 


The annual subsidy sent to Peking from 
all the provinces is Tls. 7,000,000, the 
distribution of which is arranged before- 
hand towards the end of every year by the 


Google 


Board of Revenue. Of the above amount 
the salt revenue at Canton was required to 
furnish Tls. 200,000 for the present year, 
and a further centribution of Tls. 50,000 
was called for to meet the expenses of the 
Imperial Household. Ts. 190,000 of the 
total have already been forwarded, and the 
Viceroy now reports the transmission of the 
remainder, Tls. 60,000, which has been 
sent in bills drawn upon Shansi bankers, 
This has been supplemented by a remittance 
of Tis. 1,830 to cover porterage, loss by 
exchange, and similar charges. 
CUSTOMS DUTIES AT CANTON. REMITTANCES 
FROM THE HOPPO. 


The Customs Revenue at Canton was 
assessed in the following sums as contribu- 
tions during the present year to Peking— 
Foreign Customs duties, Tls. 160,000 for 
the Peking subsidy; Tls. 120,000 from the 
six-tenths of the same duties for frontier 
defence on the North-east Tls. 6,000 a 
Na for supplementing the salaries of 

eking officials ; Tls. 40,000 for allowances. . 
to the same officers; Tls. 120,000 from the. 
four-tenths, and T'ls. 200,000 from the six- 
tenths of the Foreign Customs receipt for 
frontier defence preparations, and -Tls. 
300,000 as the fixed annual appropriation 
for the Privy Purse of the Imperial House- 
hold Department. 

The Viceroy and Hoppo report having 
remitted by bills the third instalments of 
the various assessments mentioned above. 


CONDITION OF THINGS AT THE BREACH IN 
THE YELLOW RIVER. 


December 16th.—About 8 p.m. on the 
27th of November, Wu Ta-ch‘éng received 
through the Viceroy Li Hung-chang a tele- 
graphic message from the Tsung-li Yamén 
stating that they had been commanded by 
Imperial Decree to inquire as to the pre- 
sent condition of the works going on at the 
breach in the Yellow River, and later in 
the same evening a telegram in reply was 
forwarded, to be submitted to His Majesty. 
The Director-General, in now forwarding a 
recorder of this telegram, asks permission 
to explain the reasons which have led him 
to abandon the construction of the diverting 
groin, which was to be run out from the 
embankment on the Western side of 
the breach. This work was started on the 
26th of October, and it was the 7th of 
November before a firm foundation could 
be laid in the bottom of the river. <A high 
wind which arose on the 31st October and 
lasted for several days caused such a scour 
of the face of the embankment that it took 
thirteen days to complete the first stage of 
the work. While the section was being 
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méte sections have been completed, it will 


pressed forward the danger increased tosuch 
an extent that the main embankment gave 
way in several places and fell down to the 
level of the water. On the 9th November, 
the position became so very serious that 
P‘an Chiinwén and his entire staff had to use 
every exertion to safeguared the embank- 
ment by shoring it up at the sides. The 
insufficiency of the materials added greatly 
to the difficulty of the task, and after a 
general survey of the situation, both Memo- 
rialist and P‘an Chiin-wen decided that 
there was neither time nor materials to 
construct the diverting groin preparatory to 
restoring the main embankment, and that 
their whole energy should be devoted to the 
latter work. In all matters there is the 
established rule, and the expedient called 
forth by the varying circumstances of 
the case. The former is the rule to be 
adhered to on ordinary occasions, but 
when the circumstances alter a correspond- 
ing alteration must be made in the method 
of dealing with them. Though the course 
now followed by Memorialist is one 
adapted to the present condition of, things 
yet it has met with much adverse criticism 
both from outsiders and persons connected 
with the work, who have all protested 
against the abandonment of the construc- 
tion of the spit. The work on which nearly 
a hundred stacks of materials have been 
wasted, was originally undertaken at Me- 
morialist’s suggestion, and to abandon it 
before it was well commenced certainly 
lays him open to the charge of inconsis- 
tency. Still after much reflection he feels 
that an obstinate adherence to his former 
proposal would entail much further waste 
of materials, and afford no guarantee that 
the breach would be closed in proper time. 
He, therefore. disregarded the general 
opinion and decided to abandon the con- 
struction of the spit, and devote his whole 
attention to the closing of the breach. 
In this course of action he has been 
supported by Ni Wén-wei, whom he con- 
sulted on the subject. The work on the 
western embankment was accordingly re- 
commenced on the 16th of November, and 
on the eastern on the 27th of November, 
and two sections, one of each side, have 
been already completed. As the opening 
becomes narrower, the scour increases and 
renders the prosecution of the task exceed- 
ingly difficult. The breach is now thirty- 
two chang in width, and as it is necessary, 
on account of the violence of the current to 
proceed by shorter stages, it is proposed to 
divide the remainder of the work into 
seven sections, three on the eastern side 
and four on the western. As soon as two 
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be imperative to have no stoppage either 
bynightor by day until the whole remaining 
portion isclosed by onesustainedeffort. Me- 
morialist isdetermined tosecure the stability 
of the work as it goes along, and not to 
risk the chance of scamping it by unduly 
hastening its progress. Only forty days 
remain until the hsta-han period (6th Janua- 
ry), and as regards time, the situation is very 
urgent. Fortunately, however, the water 
is comparatively low and manageable, and it 
is important that every effort should be 
made to complete the work while there is 
still no ice on the river. The collection of 
the materials will cause great difficulty, 
eight new depéts were recently opened for 
their purchase, and received up to the 28th 
November last a total of 224 stacks. The 
total amount in stock is 1,580 stacks to 
which, it is estimated, that 2,000 stacks 
will be added by the end of the 11th 
moon. This would be quite sufficient 
for the purpose, but there is, of course, 
a possibility of rain, snow or bad 
weather or other unforeseen circumstances 
impeding the arrival of the carts and thus 
causing disappointment. The subject en- 
gages Memorialist’s earnest attention both 
night and day, and it is with fear and tre- 
pidation that he harbours the dread of fail- 
ing to requite the Imperial kindness. He 
hopes, however, to have the work com- 
pleted in due time, and thus relieve the 
constant anxiety felt by the Court. 


APPOINTMENTS. 


December 17th.—Hsi-ching is gazetted 
Senior Vice-President of the Board of 
Revenue, Ching-hsin Junior Vice-President 
of the same Board, Hsii-ch‘ang is appointed 
Senior Vice-President of the Board of 
Ceremonies, and Wén-hsing is transferred 
to the latter Board as Junior Vice-Pre- 
sident, : 

Ting Ju-ch‘ang is appointed Commander- 
in-Chief of the Naval forces in the North, 
and Lin T‘ai-ch‘ang and Liu Pu-ch‘an are 
promoted to be Captains of the right and 
left divisions of the Fleet. 


RISING IN KIANGSI. 


December 18th.—Some months ago an 
attempt at insurrection was detected in the 
Prefecture of Jui-chou in the province of 
Kiangsi, and three of the ringleaders were 
arrested and decapitated. A number of 
other arrests have now been made in con- 
nection with the movement, including that 
of the leading member of the confederacy. 
whose evidence elicited the following 
facts. This man whose real name was 
Chih Hua-lung was a native of K‘ai 
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Hsien in Szechuan whence he had come 
many years ago to Kiangsi, where he 
‘was engaged as a school teacher at Kan 
Chou, and came to be known as the ‘‘ Kan 
Chou Philosopher.” His next appearance 
was in the réle of fortune teller in the pro- 
vincial capital, after which he went to Yén- 
p‘ing Fu in Fukien, and strolled about 
from place to place selling medicines for a 
number of years. Last summer he returned 
to Fu Chou in Kiangsi, and met there one 
day in an eating house, a Kao-an man 
named Liu-ch‘uan. In course of conversa- 
tion with this man he gave himself out as a 
prince and high military officer appointed 
by a great chieftain whose head quarters 
were on the Féng-féng hill in Fukien, and 
he held out the promise of a similar ap- 
pointment to his companion if he assisted 
in gaining over adherents to the cause. Liu- 
ch‘uan promised his support, and both 
men went to the Kao-an district, when 
they were joined by a number of followers, 
most of whom have since been arrested. 
By the manufacture and sale of false 
decorations and badges they realised a 
considerable sum of money. They estab- 
lished a system of passwords, wore 
their queues coiled up in the front in 
a peculiar manner, the borders of their 
dresses folded inwards, the left leg of their 
trousers turned up a little in the forenoon, 
and the right leg in the afternoon as signs 
by which they could be recognized by each 
other. They had settled upon a night, on 
which they were to light a bontire as a 
signal, attack Yiu-chou Fu, and get posses- 
sion of all the military stores in the city. 
They were afterwards to make similar raids 
upon Lin-chiang, Hsin-yii, and a number 
of other cities. Their intentions however 
having become known to the authorities 
they were sharply watched and obliged to 
abandon their project and make their 
escape to different districts, where the 
greater number of them, including the 
“*Kan Chou Philosapler” were delivered 
up to justice. 
‘ AFFAIRS IN FORMOSA. 
In continuation of his former report 
‘respecting the suppression of the local 
rising at Chang-hua, the Governor of 
Formosa states that the savages of 
the Lii-chia-wang encampment received 
such a severe lesson from the Imperial 
troops that they have been lurking 
about the hills in a body of seven 
hundred or more ever since and dread 
returning to their homes. They have now 
sent a petition through the A-mi natives 
offering their unconditional submission, 
begging for mercy and expressing thein- 
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selves willing to convert their three settle- 
ments into two, under the altered names 
of Tsun-hua and Ti-hua. A somewhat 
similar request for mercy has been received 
from the headmen in the country round 
Ta-chuang and P‘u-shi-t‘u, the natives 
of which were  orignially incited to 
rebellion by the Lii-chia-wang encampment. 
The Governor believes in the sincerity of 
their repentance and thinks that their 
submission ought to be accepted. He pro- 
poses at the same time to take steps for the 
establishment of headmen to maintain 
order in the several encampments and to 
fix a time within which the rebel leader 
Liu T‘ien-chu is to be delivered over to 
justice. After the suppression of the 
movement at Chang-hua, the leader Shih 
Chiu-tuan made his escape to the Chia-yi 
district where he gathered a following of 
several hundred people and entering upon 
a course of plunder, occupied a village 
called Chéng-ch‘ing-tso about 12 lt from 
the town. Here he was attacked by General 
Wan Kuo-pén and after a battle in which 
the rebels suffered heavy loss from the 
constant fire poured in upon them by the 
Imperial troops they were driven from 
their position and their stronghold rased 
to the ground. The pursuit was continued 
for three li where the remnant amounting 
to two or three hundred rallied and took 
up another strong position. This was 
attacked on three sides by Wan Kuo- 
pén, the thatched encampment set fire 
to by foreign rockets, and the rebels 
obliged to disperse in utter confusion. 
Their flags and banners were captured and 
many prisoners seized and decapitated. 
Measures for the restoration of order are 
being taken and the whole country is being 
rapidly tranquillised. Admiral Ting has 
has returned to the north with the Chi- 
yuan, but the Chi-yuan will remain as 
long as the Governor considers her services 
required, All the officers and troops that 
were drafted to Formosa during the recent 
disturbance have been sent back to their 
respective stations. 

December 19th.—No papers of interest. 
EXECUTION OF AN ABORIGINAL CHIEFTAIN 
IN YUNNAN. 

December 20th.—In the year 1659 the 
native ruler of the district of Na-lou in the 
Lin-an Prefecture in Yiinnan tendered his 
allegiance to the Imperial Government and 
continued to administer the country with 
hereditary title as local potentate. In 1859 
the native administrator of the district died 
without issue and the title became extinct. 
In the following years a struggle to gain the 
vacant position was bitterly maintained 
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between P‘u Pao-chi and a number of the 
other members of the ruling clan and in 
1878 the Chinese Government was obliged 
to interfere and puta stop to the inter- 
necine war that was going on. Eventually 
P‘u Pao-chi and the others awoke to a 
sense of their guilt and tendered their 
unconditional submission, but no very long 
time had elapsed before they again showed 
signs of wavering in their allegiance. This 
time they were induced to come to the city 
of Lin-an where they were all immediately 
placed in confinement with the exccption 
of P‘u Ying-ch‘ang who.contrived to make 
hisescape. The question of the succession to 
the post of native administrator then came 
under consideration, and it was felt that 
the appointment of a member of one of the 
lateral branches of the family would fail to 
ensure good order in the district. The 
territory was accordingly placed under 
purely native rule and was apportioned out 
among four members of the ruling clan. 
To prevent the risk of further disturbance, 
a sentence of 10 years’ banishment was 
passed upon the Chieftains imprisoned at 
Lin-an and their release on the expiration 
of that term was made conditional on the 
territory having become tranquil in the 
meantime. Pu Ying-ch‘ang, the one who 
was still at large, was found to have 
committed great atrocities and a sentence 
of decapitation was to be passed upon him 
in the event of his arrest. Early in the 
present year this man returned to the 
district and again set on foot schemes for 
seizing territory and organizing a movement 
in his own favour. The Prefect of Lin-an 
had recourse to stratagem to effect his arrest 
and had him decapitated the moment he 
was secured. The sentence vf banishment 
will continue to be enforced in the case of 
the others and the present rulers of Na-lou 
will be strictly admonished to administer 
the. territory with loyalty and purity and 
preserve it from further disorder. 


FUNDS FOR THE IMPERIAL MARRIAGE. 


The Viceroy at Nanking acknowledges 
the receipt of a despatch from the oftice of 
Gendarmerie at Peking instructing him to 
remit before the 23rd of November a sum 
of Tls. 40,000 or Tls. 50,000 to provide for 
the expenses of the Emperor’s marriage. 
‘The money was to be taken from the salt 
receipts and if that proved insufticient at 
the moment, it was to be borrowed from 
any other available source of revenue in 
the province. The Viceroy, after making 
the usual lament about the crippled state of 
finances, reports having sent a remittance of 
Tls. 40,000 whieh has heen advanced from 


Google 





(Dec. 20—21., 


the provincial Treasury and will be repaid . 


by degrees from the salt revenue. 


‘ WRECK OF THE 8.8. ‘‘ WAITING,” 


{\ December 21st.—The Governor of For- 
* mosa furnishes a report of the circumstances 
connected with the loss of the Waiting 
The steamer had been commissioned on the 
6th of October to convey to their respective 
posts the acting Magistrates of Taiwan and 
Chia-yi, as also the Prefect of the latter 
place who had been to the North of the Island 
to consult with the Governor on official 
business. She started from Tamsui on the 
11th October and a report of the casualty 
having been received very shortly after- 
wards, the s.s. Fei Chieh was sent to search 
for her. From the reports which were 
subsequently received from the Prefect and 
other officers on board, it appeared that 
the vessel started in the afternoon of the 
11th and encountered a heavy sea and ter- 
rific gales. 
she sighted the Pescadores and immediately 
afterwards ran upon a sunken rock. Her 
hull was greatly damaged and the water 
was level with the hatches. Captain Peter- 
sen, the foreigner in command, ordered a 
boat to be lowered,. but it was dashed 
to pieces by the fury of the waves. 


Those on board rushed up on the quarter: 


deck where they sat with the prospect 
of a speedy death staring them in the 
face. After a consultation, the foreignsrs 
again lowered a buat in which the Prefect 
and some others went against a head wind 
and raging sea to the Pescadores for assis- 
tance. Reaching their destination at the 
second watch of the night they reported the 
catastrophe to the authorities and Captain 
Lin P‘ei-lin at once got together eight boats 
and divers and set of at once to the rescue. 
Early next morning 40 Chinese and 10 for- 
eigners were taken off, ten of the former 
and one of the latter being drowned. The 
fore part of the vessel was broken up, the 
stern rested upon the rock and was only 
‘two or three feet above water, and the 
bottom was stove in. Rewards were offered 
for the salvage of the cargo and twenty 
two pieces of the gear and fittings were 
recovered. The woud, however, which is 
stored away in the forehold is all under 
water, and diving operations will have to 
be undertaken in order to recover it. The 
Governor had Captain Petersen bftought 
before him and closely questioned as to 
the cause of the casualty. He stated that 
the wind and waves were so great that 
the ship got out of control and ran upon a 
hidden rock, aud that there was no error 
or mistakes in the course steered by the 
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compass. The Governor observes that the 
spot where the disaster occurred was the 
scene of the wreck of the Héng Hai, 
the year before last, and being studded 
with hidden rocks, presents great danger 
to navigation, and accepts the above 
statement as representing 
circumstances connected with the loss 
of the steamer. He has forwarded copies 
of Captain Petersen’s evidence to the 
Tsung-li Yamén and to the Board of 
Admiralty and he draws special attention 
to the services performed by Captain Li 
P‘ei-lin, by whose exertions more than 50 
lives were saved. Under the Foochow 
Salvage Regulations a person who saves 
more than ten lives is entitled to havea 
special statement made in his favour and 
the Governor now asks permission to ad- 
dress the Board separately on the subject 
of the reward to be conferred on Captain 
Li. Granted by rescript. 


NEW APPOINTMENT. 


December: 22nd.---(1) Lo Jung-kuang is 
appointed General of the Tientsin Military 
District. 

TABLET FOR TEMPLE IN CHEKIANG. 

(2) The Governor of Chékiang prays His 
Majesty to bestow a tablet upon a temple 
which has repeztedly shown itself respon- 
sive to the prayers of the people of the 
neighbourhood. The temple is one built 
for the worship of Kuan-ti, and stands in 
the District of T‘ien-t‘an in the Prefecture 
of T‘ai-chou. The first instance mentioned 
is as long ago as the thirteenth year of 
the reign of K‘ang Hsi (A.D. 1774). 
At that time the surrounding country was 
constantly harried by banditti who had 
occupied a stronghold in the mountains 
between T‘ai-chou and Chin-hua. At length 
a public-spirited gentleman of the locality 
got together funds and raised a body of 
militia. The fathers and elders assembled 
at the temple, and after solemn prayers 
cast lots to decide when the attack upon 
the banditti should be made. On the 
designated day the militia marched forth, 
accompanied by the regular troops. The 
stronghold was captured, the brigands were 
taken or slain, and the restoration of 
security enabled the people to return 
to their homes which they had deserted. 


Eighty years afterwards the country was | 


overrun once this time by the 
T‘aip‘ing Rebels. 
their trust in the temple, and were preserved 
by it from harm. 

Last year a different kind of trouble 


came. lu the summer and autumn a most 


more, 


deadly and infectious pestilence spread | Majesty’s marriage. 
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through the land. Drugs and medicaments 
were of no avail. But fervent prayers and 
offerings of incense restored the sick to 
health and removed the danger.—Decree. 
issued separately. 


y POSTHUMOUS HONOURS FOR OFFICERS IN 
FORMOSA. 


fr 
“ (3) A Memorial presented by the Go- 
vernor of Formosa asking that posthumous 
honours may be granted to a number of 
officers who lost their lives during the 
recent military operations in the island. 
The first on the list: are two Colonels named 
Ts‘ang Ts-ch‘eng and Hsiao Wen-tien, who 
distinguished themselves in the expedition 
against the Lii-chia-wang savages on the 
east coast, but died in camp of malarious 
fever caught during the campaign. The 
next is a commander of a company, Wang 
Chih-li, who volunteered to lead the assanlt 
on two occasions at Lii-chia-wang, and 
captured one of the enemy’s forts. In one of 
theengagements he was shot through the hip 
aud desperately wounded, and he expired 
only two days afterwards. Fourthly, a 
Major Ting Kuang-ling stationed at Ta- 
chia, happened to gv to Formosa for his 
soldiers’ pay at the time of the insurrection 
at Chang-hua. He therefore joined General 
Chu Huan-ming and marched with him to 
relieve the town. On the way he was 
surrounded by the rebels and attacked at 
once from before and behind. He fought 
to the last and was killed in the engage- 
ment. At the same time a Captain Chu 
Chia-ch‘i was stationed at Chia-i Hsien, 
where he died of sickness brought on by 
fatigue aud expusure in keeping guard 
without intermission by night as well as by 
day. The Memoralist prays that His 
Majesty will be pleased to bestow on these 
officers the highest posthumous honours 
which are granted in cases of death in action, 
death from wounds, and death from disease 
after the performance of distinguished 
service.—Granted. 


PRINCE OF HAMI DELAYS VISIT TO PEKING. 


December 23rd.—({1) According to a Me- 
morial presented by the Governor of Chinese 
Turkestan the Mahomedan Prince of Hami, 
Sha-mu-hu-so-te, prays to be allowed to post- 
pone the visit which he ought to make to 
Peking during the present year. The 
Prince was informed, through the General 
commanding inKansu, that the Mahomedan 
and Mongolian Princes and Dukes were all 
desired to present themselves at. the capital 
before the end of the year in order that 
they might be in readiness to offer 
their congratulations on the occasion of his 
The Prince who 


184 [Deo. 23—24. 


has received so many favours from 
His Majesty’s hand, would not dare 
to give offence by any delay in offer- 
ing his heart-felt congratulations on the 
celebration of so important a rite; but 
when he was returning last year to Hami 
after having paid his respects to the Em- 
peror, he suffered severely from the differ- 
ent kinds of weather to which he was ex- 
posed, great heat and damp, followed by 
storms of wind and rain. These caused an 
affliction of the feet which prevented him 
from walking and from which he has not 
yet recovered. He therefore proposes to 
wait till he is somewhat restored to health, 
after which he will hasten to appear at 
His Majesty’s Court. In forwarding the 
application, the Memorialist assures the 
Emperor of the reality of the Prince’s sick- 
ness and suggests that he should be 
allowed temporarily to postpone his visit. 
—Sanctioned. 


COURIER FALLEN INTO RIVER. 


(2) Two months ago a courier with a box 
of Memorials to the Emperor from the 
Governor of Kiangsu was passing through 
the District of Hsiung Hsien in the Pro- 
vince of Chihli. It was dark at the time 
and rain was falling. As he was riding 
along a narrow path by the side of a river, 
a party of carts whose animals had taken 
fright came rushing by at great speed and 
knocked him and his horse into the water. 
The box, which was heavy, went under 
with him, and the thirty Memorials con- 
tained in it were all thoroughly soaked. 
On receipt of the intelligence of this acci- 
dent, orders were given to prepare fresh 
copies, which will be sent forward with an 
account of the occurrence.—Rescript : Let 
the Board concerned take note. 


AN OFFICER RETAINED IN KIRIN, 


(3) The Governor of Kirin asks permis- 
sion to retain the services of a sub-prefect 
named Chao Tsung-han. The officer in 
question has had experience in frontier 
matters, and has given great satisfaction in 
connection with the laying down of the 
telegraph in Kirin and Tsi-tsi-har. He has 
shown himself to be both able and trust- 
worthy ; and the Memorialist has great want 
of capable ofticers.--Referred to the Board. 


NAVAL INSPECTION BY THE ADMIRAL OF THE 
YANGTZE. 

December 24th.—Li Ch’eng-mou, Ad- 
miral of the Yangtze, presents a Memorial 
giving an account of his proceedings since 
the date of his last report in the Spring 
of the present year. As soon as that report 
was despatched he went downto Woosung by 
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steamer, assembled the steam fleet for drill 
and paid a visit to all the coast forts in the 
district of which he has charge. This being 
done, he re-entered the Yangtse ; ascend- 
ing the river he reviewed the battalions 
stationed at Kua-chou and afterwards those 
at Gan-king. At the latter place he met 
the Inspector of the Yangtse forces, P‘eng 
Yii-lin and took counsel with him concern- 
ing the measures necessary for the defence 
of the district. Next he came to Hua-yang, 
where there were more men to be inspected ; 
and he sent word to the Commodore at 
Hu-k‘ou, to get together a portion of the 
Jao-chou and Wu-ch‘eng gun-boats for a 
review at the mouth of the Po-yang Lake. 
Then passing on to Han-yang and calling 
out the four battalions stationed there, 
he hurried to Yo-chou, near which town 
he had previously been informed that an 
outbreak had occurred. Before his arrival 
the originator of the insurrection, one 
Wang Lien-lou, had already been captured 
and executed. The Memorialist finally re- 
viewed the Yo-chou force, and so com- 
pleted his inspection of the twenty two 
battalions stationed along the banks 
of the Yangtse. He is able to give a most 
satisfactory report of their behaviour and 
drill both afloat and on shore. 

Towards the end of August the Inspector 
General Peng Yii-lin applied for permis- 
sion to retire from the public ervice on the 
grounds of incurable ill-health. But the 
application was refused by the Emperor, 
who desired, however, that the duties which 
he was unable to perform should be en- 
trusted to the present Memorialist. On 
being informed of this by a despatch from 
P‘eng Yii-lin, the Memorialist felt over- 
come by the kindness of His Majesty. He 
will do his utmost to show himself worthy 
of the confidence placed in him. 

After the completion of the work nar- 
rated above, the Memorialist descended 
again to Woosung. There he gathered to- 
gether the steam fleet and set out for a 
cruise, visiting Chusau, Wenchow and 
other places as far as the island of Nan-ki 
in Fukien. He has thus made two cruises 
during the present year with the entice 
fleet ; in addition to which six vessels were 
sent under the command of Commodore 
Wu An-k’ang to visit the neighbourhood of 
Foochow and Amoy. By these means not 
only has there been a display of naval 
force; but it has been possible to judge 
the progress made by the officers and 
crews. The artillery practice was accurate, 
the general drill was performed with more 
skill then before, and the commanders 
showed that they had studied navigation 
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with industry and success. While distri- 
buting praise and rewards, the Memorialist 
was careful to lay blame upon the few that 
he found below the proper standard, and 
admonished them that they must work 
hard and strive to excel. He is aware of 
the importance of the steam fleet and sees 
that its efliciency depends upon its vessels 
being properly eommanded. He will there- 
fore stimulate the captains by every means 
and not allow them to become negligent or 
careless. In matters concerning the fleet 
he will take counsel with the Superinten- 
dent of Trade (the Viceroy at Nanking), 
and on other affairs with P‘eng Yii-lin and 
the Governors of the Provinces concerned, 


ESCAPE OF PRISONERS FROM JAIL. 


Dec. 25th.—Last summer a number of - 


prisoners, some of them under sentence of 
death, were confined in the District Magis- 
trate’s prison at Hua Hsien in Honan. 
One day in August the Magistrate was 
away visiting his superior, the Prefect, on 
business. At night-fall the jail-warden 
went his rounds and saw that the men were 
all in their cells. He told the warders to 
keep watch over them and finally locked 
the prison door. Some time after 
midnight, a violent wind sprang up and 
blew out the laterns of the watchmen on 
duty. The watchmen therefore retired 
into the guard house, where, being weary, 
they fell fast asleep. One of the pri- 
soners, availing himself of the opportunity, 
tore off his fetters and burst open the bars 
of his cell. The prison door was locked, 
but he burrowed a hole under the wall and 
emerged into the yard. Tying a rope toa 
brick he threw it over the wall at a corner 
of the enclosure. The brick caught in the 
spikes at the top and he climbed up the 
rope and escaped. After be had gone, his 
feliow prisoner in the same cell woke and 
discovered what had happened. He too 
tore off his fetters, went through the 
openings made by the first man, found the 
rope hanging and got away also. Mean- 
while a third man in another part of the 
prison in like manner got rid of his chains. 
While he was so doing his companion in 
the same cell woke up and asked what he was 
doing. He replied that he and another man 
(the one first mentioned above) hadarranged 
to effect their escape together that night. 
The questioner thereupon agreed to join in 
the attempt and also freed himself of his 
irons. The two together pulled down the 
bars of the window, got out of the building, 
and climbed over the wall by the same rope 
as the others. Nothing was discovered till 
the watchmen awoke at day light, when the 
alarm was given. Next day one of the 
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prisoners was recovered. In dropping from 
the city wall he had struck against the 
branch of a tree and injured himself inter- 
nally. He was carried into the prison and 
died there ten days after. Another was 
discovered and captured in a neighbouring 
district. This man had only been 
sentenced to receive a hundred blows 
and was being retained in prison in 
order that he might be made to give evi- 
dence against some others concerned in the 
same affair as himself. For escaping from 
prison he has now been condemned in ad- 
dition to banishment to a distance of three 
thousand li. The officials connected with 
the prison will also be punished in different 
degrees. Referred to the Board of Punish- 
ments. 


INSPECTION OF TROOPS AT SHAN-HAI-KUAN, 


December 26th.—_{1) The Deputy Lieut- 
enant-General at Shan-hai-kuan- reports 
that he has inspected and reviewed the 
Tartar garrison at Shan-hai-kuan and the 
adjacent stations of Yung-p‘ing Fu, Leng- 
k‘ou, Hsi-feng-k‘ou and Lo-wen Yii. He 
expresses himself satisfied with the drill 
and target practice which he witnessed- 
From the statement given by the Memor. 
ialist of their fire-arms, the force does not 
appear to be very formidable. At Shan- 
hai-kuan there are six hundred fowling 
pieces, seventy gingalls, ten guns with 
rests, and eight mortars. At Leng-k‘ow 
seventy-five fowling pieces, at Hsi-feng- 
k‘ow one hundred of the same, at Lo-wen 
Yii thirty, and at Yung-ping Fu twenty. 


DEATH CAUSED BY TORTURE, 


(2) The Governor-General of Szechuan 
requests that the Sub-prefect of Chien-chow 
may be cashiered and placed on his trial 
for causing the death of a soldier by the 
application of illegal punishments. The 
Memorialist states that he was just taking 
action in the case, im consequence of a 
report which had reached him, when a 
petition was put in by the widow of the 
deceased demanding justice against the 
Sub-prefect.—Approved. 


MILITARY EXAMINATIONS IN KAN-SU. 


December 27th.—(1) The Grand Trea- 
surer of Kan-su reports that he has con- 
ducted the military examinations in that 
province in the place of the Governor 
General, who obtained permission to en- 
trust the duty to him. When the athletic 
competition and the writing of essays were 
completed by the candidates, the Memor- 
ialist selected and passed eight bannermen 
and fifty Chinese, such being the numbers 
authorized by the regulations in force. 


REPAIRS TO THE YELLOW RIVER EMBANKMENT 
AT JUNG-TSE. 

(2) In the Gazette of the 12th of Novem- 
ber the Director-General Wu Ta-ch‘eng 
gave an account of some repairs to the 
Yellow River embankment which he found 
it necessary to execute without a moment’s 
delay at Jung-tse or Ying-tse Hsien a little 
above Cheng-chou. Everything appeared 
to be beginning to go well again, when 
fresh danger occurred from the increasing 
size of the spit on the north shore, which 
threw the current against the south bank 
with greater violence than ever. Several 
lengths of fascines were washed away, and 
on the 25th and 26th of October, a crack 
appeared in the middle of the great em- 
bankment four hundred feet long and forty 
feet wide. The danger was most imminent, 
but by the strenuous efforts of all concerned 
new fascines were affixed, earth thrown in 
and rammed down, heaps of stones piled 
up, and the embankment widened on the 
land side. Security has thus been re-estab- 
lished. 

NEW ACTING TAOTAI AT TIENTSIN. 


December 28th.—(1) In a Memorial from 
the Viceroy Li Hung-chang it is stated that 
some time ago Liu Han-faug was tem- 
porarily appointed Acting Customs Tavtai 
at Tientsin, while continuing to exercise 
the duties of military supervisor of the coast 
defence afloat and ashore. There is a great 
deal of important work just now at Port 
Arthur under the superintendence of the 
said officer, namely, the construction of 
docks and magazines, the management of 
torpedoes and torpedo-boats, and the lay- 
ing up of men-of-war for the winter. As 
communication between Port Arthur and 
Tientsin must be slow and interrupted after 
the closing of the Peiho, it will be difticult 
to take charge of both places at once. The 
Memorialist has therefore thought it better 
that Liu Han-fang should give up his ap- 
pointment at Tientsin and return to Port 
Arthur. The Acting Customs Taotai-ship 
he proposes to give to Liu Ju-i, an ofticer 
of whom he speaks in terms of the highest 
praise.—Approved. 

ABSENCE OF FLOODS NEAR THE GRAND 
CANAL. 

(2) The Acting Director-General of the 
Grain Transport reports that the summer 
and autumn have passed away without any 
damage having happened from floods in the 
part of Kiangsu north of the Yangtse, 
where it is traversed by the Grand Canal. 
When it was known that the great breach 
in the Yellow River was not closed at the 
commencement of the summer, and the 
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water continued to run into the Huai 
River, much alarm was felt lest Nothern Kian- 
su should be turned into a vast lake. Great 
pains were taken with the river works, and 

new cuts were made to the sea. These 

precautions were crowned with a success 

that no one dared hope for, and all danger 

was averted. The crops moreover have 

afforded to the farmers a bounteous harvest. 

In accordance with the wishes of all the 

people of the locality, the Memorialist re- 

quests that he may be allowed to offer 

fifteen sticks of Tibetan incense at the 

temples where it is customary to worship 

on such occasions.—Rescript issued separ- 

ately. 

APPLICATION FOR LEAVE TO RETIRE BY THE 

LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR OF YUNNAN. 


December, 29th. -—— Decree:—We have 
received » Memorial from Ts‘én Yii-ying 
forwarding an application from Tséng Chi- 
féng, Lieutenant-Governor of Yiin-nan, 
asking for permission ty retire and attend 
to his aged mother. The Memorialist at_ the 
same time adds that the Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor’s services are just now urgently re- 
quired in Yiinnan to assist in the important 
administrative concerns of the province. 
Tséng Chi-féng’s request that he should be 
allowed to retire and attend to the wants of 
his aged mother, who is now over eighty 
years of age, proceeds from the purest 
motives, and ought under ordinary circum- 
stances to receive Our sanction. At the 
present moment, however, he is doing 
excellent service in procuring military. 
supplies, opening up new territory aud 
other important administrative measures, 
and as his mother is living with him in 
his official residence, and he is’ able to 
attend to her from time to time, We 
command that he should defer the ques- 
tion of his retirement until some progress 
has been made in these matters, when 
he will be at liberty to submit a further 
application on the subject. 


ALLOTMENT OF LAND TO MANCHU TROOPS 
IN TURKESTAN. 

(1) Last year an arrangement was made 
by which the Manchu garrisons at Urumtsi 
and other places were all to be removed 
and concentrated at Guchen, and an appli- 
cation was made for permission to grant to 
the troops on their arrival there allotments 
of land similar to those which they had 
abandoned at their old stations. It is now 
found that the land at Guchen is for the 
most part cultivated by the Chinese troops, 
and the only available portion is a certain 
district which was allowed to go out of 
cultivation during the rebellion. Even 
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this was occupied some ten years ago by. 
fugitives whom Tso Tsung-t‘ang collected 
and assisted in forming settlements there. 
They have since multiplied considerably, 
and now number over one thousands souls, 
and it is not considered expedient to dis- 
turb them and transfer the land to the 
Manchu troops. To the east of Guchen 
there are two tracts of good land at Tung- 
wan and Chung-ch‘ii, well watered by a 
mountain stream, and measuring over 
10,000 mu. This would be insufficient 
for the requirements of the troops, but 
it could be supplemented by further 
allotments at Ta-pan Ho and Hsi Ch‘a. 
At the former place there are three to 
four thousand and at the latter four to 
five thousand mu of available land, and the 
number of cultivators being very few they 
could casily be removed to other places. 
Before proceeding to give effect to this 
arrangement the Governor consulted the 
Manchu General at Guchen, and from his 
report it appears that the removal of the 
Manchu garrison at Pei-li-k‘un has not yet 
been completed, and that no progress has 
been made with the settlement of the 
Urumtsi garrison at Guchen. Under these 
circumstances he considered it premature 
to proceed with the allotment of the lands 
in the above mentioned districts, and pro- 
poses that it should be deferred for a period 
of three years, in which suggestion the 
Governor concurs. 


CONTRIBUTION TO YELLOW RIVER 
WORKS. 

December 30th.—(1) Ni Wén-wei reports 
that Yang Ch‘ang-chiin, the late Governor- 
General at Foochow, has contributed a 
sum of Tls.1,000 towards the repair of the 
breach at Chéng Chou and the relief of the 
distress caused by the Yellow River floods 
in Honan. Although the donor expressed 
his disinclination to accept any form of 


reward, still it is suggested that such a | 


generous act should not pass unnvticed, 
and the Buard should decide upon some 
suitable acknowledgement. To this the 
Emperor has given his assent. 


CONSTRUCTION OF TELEGRAPH LINES 
IN HONAN. 


(2) Last year the Governor of Honan re- 
presented the necessity of continuing the 
telegraph line from Chi-ning Fu to K‘ai-féng 
Fu, in order to keepup constant communica- 
tion with Chéng Chou, on account of the im- 
portant works going on there, and the pro- 
posal having received the Imperial sanction, 
the scheme was pushed forward, and the 
completion reported some time ago to the 
Throne. The Governor now remarks that 
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the telegraph lines hitherto constructed in 
China have been divided into two classes, 
Government lines and private lines. The 
tract of country followed at present by the 
extended telegraph liné contains no great 
centres of trade, and as the private mes- 
sages are not likely to be numerous, it 
has been thought necessary to assist the 
enterprise by the grant of a Govern- 
ment subsidy. On account of the great 
expenditure connected with the repair’ of 
the Yellow River and the institution of 
relief measures, the treasury of the pro- 
vince would have experienced great finan- 
cial difficulties in maintaining a Govern- 
ment telegraph line, and the Governor 
therefore entered into consultation with 
Shéng Taotai at Chefoo, Director-General 
of Telegraphs, as to the mode of pro- 
cedure to be adopted. It was accord- 
ingly decided that, as in Chihli, Shantung, 
Kiangsu, Chékiang and other provinces, 
the management of the entire enterprise 
should be entrusted to merchants and that 
as a contribution towards the object a loan 
of Tls. 20,000 should be made to them from 
the Yellow River funds. The annual outlay 
in future is entirely to be in the hands of 
the merchants, and the question of.loss or 
gain is in no way to affect the Government. 
Owing, however, to the smallness of the 
revenue likely to be derived from private 
messages, and the very considerable ex- 
penditure entailed yearly by the main- 
tenance of a telegragh line of over 400 li 
in length, it would be extremely difficult 
for the merchants to repay the loan at once, 
and they have therefore been allowed, in 
accordance with the regulations prevailing 
in other provinces, the use of the money 
for five years free of interest, after which 
they will be required to clear it off by 
annual instalments spread over a number 
of years. The money, as previously men- 
tioned, has been drawn from the Yellow 
River funds, and when the repayments are 
received they will be placed to a separate 
account, and the Board’s instructions soli- 
cited as to their disposal. 


REVIVAL OF FORMER CONSTITUTIONAL USAGES 
ON THE APPROACHING ASSUMPTION OF 
GOVERNMENT BY THE THE EMPEROR. 

(3) Prince Li, O-to-ho-pu, Chang Chih- 
wan, Hsii Kéng-shén and Sun Yi-wén pre- 
sent a Memorial soliciting the Imperial in- 
structions on the following subject. Some 
two years ago, when the Kmperor assumed 
personal administration of the Government 
under the tutelage of H.M. the Empress 
Dowager, it devolved upon the Memorialists 
conjointly to determine how far the old 
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constitutional usages should be reverted to, 
in what cases they should be modified, and 
in what deferred for the moment, and 
the suggestions which they then sub- 
mitted met with the Imperial approval. 
In view of the entire assumption of 
the Government by His Majesty in the 
second moon of next year, the Memorialists 
again carefully considered, in conjunction 
with Prince Ch‘un, to what extent the 
forms should there be reverted to, and how 
far the present temporary modifications 
should still be maintained, and their views 
on the subject being unanimous, they beg 
to submit the following proposals for the 
Imperial sanction :— 


1.—The ceremony connected with the 
Emperor's visit to the Imperial Academy, 
to hear a discourse on the duties of his 
office, will form the subject of a special 
decree to be issued hereafter. 


2.—Memorial from officials in Peking and 
the provinces shall be addressed to the 
Emperor alone, but those of a purely com- 
plimentary nature shall be made out in 
duplicate, one copy for the Empress 
Dowager, and one for the Emperor. 


3.—As regards officials presented to the 
Emperor by the various Boards, it is sug- 
gested that the present arrangement should 
be adhered to, and that the Privy Council 
should receive His Majesty’s instructions 
respecting them at their usual period of 
audience. 

4,—As regards the Military examina- 
tions in the Palace, it was formerly the 
custom that the Board of War should ad- 
dress a Memorial to His Majesty request- 
ing him to examine the candidates in per- 
son, and it is now suggested that this mode 
of procedure should be reverted to. 

5.—It is proposed to revert to the old 
custom of making out in the Manchu 
language the lists submitted for the Im- 
perial approval by the Board of War, of 
those offices selected for inspecting public 
officers at the period of fasting, and lists in 
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the same language of the Banner troops 
detailed for practice in blowing the conch 
on the city walls. 

6.—With regard to marking off the names 
of the criminals to be executed, it is pro- 
posed that the present practice should be 
temporarily continued. The Memorialist 
would humbly solicit the instructions of 
their Majesties the Empress and the Em- 
peror on the forgoing proposals, and would 
ask that, where necessary, they should be 
communicated to the Government officers 
in Peking and the provinces.—Rescript by 
Her Majesty: Let it be as proposed. 


CONTRIBUTION FROM HUPEI TOWARDS THE 
EXPENSES OF THE IMPERIAL HOUSEHOLD. 


Dec. 31st.—(1) During the present year 
the likin revenue on salt in Hupei was requir- 
ed to furnish a sum of Tls. 50,000 to meet 
the expenditure of the Imperial Household. 
Of this Tls. 40,000 have been already 
forwarded in four instalments, and the 
Governor-General now reports the trans- 
mission of the remainder, together with 
Tls. 330 to cover the cost of opening the 
cases, and of package and porterage. 


REMITTANCE OF FUNDS FROM FOOCHOW 
TO PEKING. 


(2) The tea duties at Foochow were assess- 
ed during the present year at Tls. 50,000, as 
a contribution towards the Imperial House- 
hold, and were further required to provide 
the reserve fund of the Peking subsidy. 
Before leaving office the late Governor- 
General had already forwarded Tls. 30,000 
to each of the two funds, and the present 
Governor-General now reports the trans- 
mission by the hands of a deputy of the 
balance, Tls. 20,000 in the one case and 
Tls. 30,000 in the other, as full payment 
of the yearly remittance. 


APPOINTMENT. 
(3) Wén-lin is continued in office as 
Superintendent of the Imperial Factory at 
Soochow. 
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